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STAFF NOTES.

The Dlrector Mr. Ao, Fras er, . vft Porth f‘or Hobart, on °
Novembar 26, to attend ths annual Commoanalth—Statﬂ PlSh"I‘lE‘S
.""Conferﬂnoe. He spent thres days in South Australia en route,
and is =xpscted to rsturn to Perth on Deczmbar 7,

O SO

The Chisef Clesrk, Mr. B.R. Saville, will commence one wzzk's
annual leavz towards ’chv end of Decemb=zr and threz months'! long
service leavz on January 11.

% wr e

The Fauna Protsction Officer, Mr. H.B. Shugg, attended the
closing shoot' of thelarthen &Dis tricts Guh Club at Grass Valley
on Novembsr 29. . Hz gaves a short address on gams management and
related it to the decision in regspzct of the 1959/60 Oop3n season
for wild duckse

Inspector N,E, McLaughlan has b=en transferred from the
position of Inspector, Shark Bay, to the recently-creatsd item of
Fauna Warden. Mr, McLaughlan, who reachsd Perth on Novembsr 16,
will act as inopontcor tntll Iis  replacemsnt has beszn appointed.,

e e @ ¥

Inspector T,B, Baines commznced sick leave on November 10,
He =ntered the Bunbury District Hospital that day for an operation
and is not expected to return to duty for some weekse. Inspector

Je Traynor is in charge of the Bunbury district during Mr,
Baine's absence.
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Technical Officer L.G. Smith completed his tour of duty
on the survey ship "Bluefin" or Novembsr 27, and has returned to
normal dutles in Perth.

N e oW

Miss P.J, Pegrum, of Head Office, has tendered her
resignation from the ssrvice from December 24, ~ She will sail
for England on the s.s. "Orcades" on Dzcember 28,

E - T

Assistant Inspector E.H, Barker resumed duty at Geraldton
on November 2 after ammual leave.

o it e e

Assistant Inspector D.H. Smith, who has bzen assisting
Inspector Crawford at Geraldton, returnsd to Perth during November
and will bs in charge of the Lancslin district during the craeyfish
56a501, ek

a e e

Inspector R.Ms Crawford, of Geraldton, will commence
anmual leave on Decembser 1k, During the period of his absence,
Inspector BeA, Carmiochael, of Albany,.will bs in charge of that
district, '

EE I NS

Mr. W.K, Cherrington, of Head Office, will commence annual
leave on Decembzer 29, b

ot Nt e e

Inspector A.V. Green will commence threze months! long
service leave on January 5. Relieving Inspector G.C. Jeffery
will take control of the Mandurah district during that p=riod.
Mr, Jeffery has now returned to Perth from Albany following the
resumption of duty of Inspsctor B.,A, Carmichael,who completed his
amual leave on Novamber 27,
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Mr, G. Ferguson, of Head Office, rsturnsd to duty on

November 17 after annual leave, Mr, J. Mitchell, also of Head
Office, will resume duty on Dzcember 14 after leave.

PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS

Congratulations are extended. to IhsPeotor and Mrs. R.M,
Crawford, of Geraldton, on the occasion of the birth of their
second daughter, Jernifer Doreen,

IR

.'Mr. D.F. Smith, the Chief Fisherles Officer of thes Kenya
Government, called on the Director on Novembsr 14.. Mr, Smith,
who is on overseas leave, visited Fremantle with the Direotor and
had a look at aspects of our fishing industry. Mr, Smith intends
to visit fishery authorities in other States before returning to

cyae

. CRAYFISH SEASON - STAFF DISPOSITION
1 T 'The following ministerial statement which was released %o

the Press. just prior to the opening of the crayfishing season in
southern latitudes, :is published for the informatlon ‘of thn staff :=

fisheries Inspectors To Have Busy Time

Fishzries inspectors will have a busy time on the coast
for a few months after the crayfish season opens south of 30
on Novembar 15, More fishermen, bigger boats, improved roads,
and the completion of an air strip near Gresen Head for flying
crays to Perth, will all add to the burden of the Fisheries
Department!s field staff.

So said Minister for Fisheries Ross Hutchinson yesterday
when questionsd on the outlook for the coming season. Far too
many men, who were merely living on the fringe of the industry,
were more interestzd in catching immaturs crays than in con-
serving thz fishery, he said. This despicable practics, whioch
was abhorrad by all right thinking fishermen, could quiokly
destroy what was now a highly productive and exceptionally
lucrative industry, If this happened, it would spell ruination
to many hundreds of hard-working men who had invested their life
savings in expensive boats and equipment, It would also
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ssriously affect the ¢conomy of the State, which now exported
some £2,500,000 worth of craytails ammually,

‘The Fisheries Department would this year have three
vessels - including the recently-launched 'Dampier! - continually
on patrol in coastal waters between the 30th parallel and Safety
Bay. 'Flying squads' of inspectors would be moving up and down
the coastal roads and ‘tracks to enforce the law, Any person
found in possession of undersizs crays, or in any other way inf-
ringing the regulations, would be prosecuted with the utmost
rigor of the law, concluded the Minister,"

Reporting to the Director early last month, Supervising
Inspector J.E, Bramley ndvised that patrolling of the coast during
the coming season was expected to be even more difficult than in other
years. - Licensed fishing boats would be operating, he said, from
Whitford's Beach, Quinn's Rocks, Yanchep Bsach, Wreck Point, Dewar's
‘Well and Cape Laschenault, Established centres at Ledge Point,
- Lancelin, Wedge Island and Green Islets would again be worked. The
numbersof ‘boats based at Jurienm Bay, Green Head and Snag Island were
expected to incréassz sharply and would require inspection,

In order that the whole coast might be controlled, it has
been divided into sections.to which groups of inspectors have been
allotted., Senior Inspector J. E, Munro and Cadet Inspector K.
Enright will patrol from Rockingham to Dewar's Well, just north of
Wreck Point, While the immediate Fremantle district would not be
included in their area, Messrs Munro and Enright would also check
thé airport and shops, hotels, processing works and freezers in the
metropolitan area, ;

‘o Assistant Inspector.D. H. Smith will be in charge of the
Lancelin district where camps.and boarding houses aré¢ already report-
ed to be booksd out and a record number of visitors are expected over
the holiday season. A mobile patrol, with Inspector N.E. McLaughlan
in charge and Cadet Inspector G. Hanlsy assisting, will operate from
Green Islets to Snag Island, Officers to be stationed at established
district centres are as follows:-

Albany - Inspector B, A. Carmichael (until December 14);

Bunbury —~ Inspector T. B. Baines (Inspector J. Traynor re-
' lieving during Inspector Baines!' absence on sick
. leave); ' ;
" Mandurah - Inspector A. V. Green, assisted by Cadet Inspector

R. G, Eme (who was transferred to that centre on
November 5%); . 7



(166)

Fremantle = Senior Inspector A. K. Melsom, assisted by Cadet
Inspector J. T. Kelly;

Geraldton -~ Inspzctor R. M. Crawford, assisted hy Assistant
Inspector E. H, Barker,

- The inspectorship at Shark Bay remains vacant pending
“an appointment of a successor to Inspeotor McLaughlan,

. - The peve. "Dampier" will bc under command of Inspector
C J. Seabrook, assisted by Assistant Inspector N,K. Henry, She
- will be statlonnd at Jurien Bay until the middle of February when
she will leave for patrols at Houtman's Abrolhos,

The p. v. "Kooruldhoo", commanded by Inspector E., I.

- . Forster, assisted by Assistant Inspsctor D. P. Gordon, will be

stationed at Lancelin Island until the "Dampier" leaves for the Abrol~ :.
hos, after which the "Kooruldhoo" will patrol as far north as Beagle
'Island until the end of March. It is .intended that she will then
transfer to the ‘Abrolhos to assist the supervision of that area.

Inspector He Do Kavanagh assisted by Assistant Inspector

G. D -Houston, is in commend of the pe.v. "Misty Isle" which will be
stationed ‘at Fremantle,

—

= o LAUNWHING or "P*MDIER"

With the age-0ld formula "I name this Shlp Dampier' and
may God bless hsr and all who sail in her," and the crashing of the
traditional bottle of champagne over her bows, Mrs. Ross Hutchinson,

~"wife of the Minister for Fisheries, launched the new patrol vessel

recently built for this Dspartment. The ceremony took place on Nov-
ember L4 at the Department's boatshed at Victoria Parka.

The Director (Mr. Fraser) presidsd at the function, at which
many officers were present in company with their wives., He welcomed
the official guests, who included the Minister for Fisheries and Mrs.
Hutchinson; the Under Secretary, Chief Secretary's Department (Mr. J.
J. Devereux); - the Manager (Mr. K. G. Forsyth) and foreman shipwright
(Mr. G. Bcale) of the Harbour and Light Department, which built the
hull, and Messrs, A. G, Perman, G. M. Downs and M. Hortin, of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, which was responsibls for the installation
of the engines and machinery. ~Mr., Fraser said he hopsd this ceremony
was the forerumner of several similar ones, This was the first vessel
built for and to the specifications of the Department since the old
"Kooruldhoo", which was still giving good service, was commissioned
in 1912, 1In the meantime, of ocourse, several vessels had been pur-
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Top: Mrs. Ross Hutchinson christens "Dampier”

Bottom: The official party on board



"DAMPIER" LAUNCHING

Top: Leaving for short cruise

Centre: "Dampier’ with official party aboard

Bottom: Profile view of “"Dampier”
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chased second-hand, but they, like the "Kooruldhoo", had seen
their best years and were almost due for replacement, Two more
vessels were on the drawing boards, but their construction would
have to await the provision of funds., In our developing fishery,
he concluded, there was great need of the best vesszls obtainable,
and it was his hope that the Treasury would scon be able to see

. 1ts way to make the necessary moneys available,

The Minister (Mr, Ross Hutchinson) said the development
~of the fishing industry in this State had been little short of
spectacular, *~ The crayfish industry alone was worth £2% million
arnually and it was essential that we take very good care of it.
He thanked those men who had been associated with the byilding
and fitting out of thes new craft, which was one of which the Fish-
eries Department could be truly proud., Hz said the man whose name
she would bzar was the first Englishman to set foot on the shores
" of Western Australia, Although something of a buccanser, he was
nevertheless a true man of the sea - he was courageous; he was
resourceful; he knew his way around. That was the sort of man
the inspectors must be.who would take command of this nsw ship.
They would have to put to sea in all weathers and in a’l sesasons;
they had a Jjob which needed both courage and resourcefulness, If
they displayed these qualities, and assisted in some degree the
productivity of the crayfisheriss by abolishing some of the illegal
practices we all knew were now being carried out, they would deserve
the thanks, not only of the Departmsnt and the fishermen, but also
of the people of Western Australia as a whole,

"Dampier" is 45 fzet in length, with a beam of 12 fzet
6 inches and draught of 4 feet 3 inches. Her planking is jarrah,
and she is powsred with a 90 h.p. G.M. dissel motor with a 10 h.p.
Petters diesel auxiliary. Shz is fitted with rafrigeraticon and
a hydraulic winch, and has accommodation for four peoplse  She
will be employed principally in patrolling the crayfisheries -
in the Abrolhos and northern waters in winter and south of 30" in
summer. Her first skipper is Inspector C. J. Seabrook, and her
mate Assistant Inspector N. K. Henry.

KINGFISH LANDED.,

A L' 10" mulloway weighing 62 1b was landad by a North-

" ampton angler last month. Fishing in the evening at Halfway (which
is north from Port Gregory betwsen Lucky Bay and Sandalwood Bay), Mr.
Charlzss Cripps landed the big fish on a 31 1b, breaking strain line
baited with muilst on three gangsd hcoks, The report says that the
fish took 170 yards of liine before being turned.
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COM. ONWEALTH FISHERIES ‘CHIEF RETIRES.

On November 9 Mr, F, Fu Anderson, Dlrector of the
- Fisheriss DlViSlon of the Department of Primary Industry, Canberra
-fcommenoed long-serv1ce Teave prlor to retiremsnte -

After a verisd cereer, prlnclpalﬁy in the public service,
Mr. Anderson was appointsd to his present position on September 16,
1946, on the oreation of the new Division, at that time attached to

7%'. jg. ./4'1.(/91':10'1

“tre Departnent of Cogmeroe and Agri-

culture, The scope of his appoint-
ment, as defined by the Government of
the day, included the development of
the fishing industry generally, the
marketing and distribution of fish,

_the whaling and pearl-fishing indus-

tries, and the organisation and train-
ing of ex-servicem=n as fishermen., The
terms of his app01ntment requirad him
to confer with State Governments when
matters affecting thzs fishing 1ndustny
were under con31derat10n. :

Mr. Anderson was born in Victoria 65
years ago and came to Western: Australia
when only 3 years of age. He was edu-
cated at Christian Brothers' College,
Fremantle, and his official career com-
menced when shortly after leaving school
he joined the Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Department as junior clerk,

In 1923 he was appointed Town Clerk of
Bunbury, and five years later became sec-

retary to the Metropolitan Market Trust. Mr, Anderscn in 1942 was
seconded to the Commonwealth Govarnmsnt as Deputy Dirsctor of Ration-
ing upon the introduction of wartime controls on fned, clothing and
the likes From this pos1t10n he progressed to that from which he now

rstirss,

In World War I, Mr. Anderson, as a member of the R.AN.V.R.,
was called up for active naval duty as early as 1914, He was dis-
‘chargzd in 1929 with the rank of sub-liszutsenant. In 193%9 he was re-
cailed to the Navy with the rank of lieutenant-commander, but in 1940
he was released to his civil avocation and placed on the retired list.
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In the capacity of Commonwealth Dirsctor of Fisheries,
Mr, Anderson made many visits overseas. Hz was a membsr of the
International Whaling Commission, and attend=d msetings in Washing-
ton, Oslo, London (three tlmes), Tokyo and The Hague. He was vice-
chairman of the Internaticnal Technical Conflerence on the Conser-
vation of thz Living Resources of the Sea hald in Rome in 1955, and
represented the Federal Government at msstings of the Indo-Pacific
Fisheries Council in Sydnsy and Bangkok. Recently he was appointed
to the diresctorate of the Southern Trawling Co., Ltd., the Common-
wealth-sponsorsd fishing venturs financed from the Fisheries Develop—
ment Trust Account,.

We extend to Mr. Anderson thanks for many courtesies and
our deep apprzciation of his co-opzration since transferring to Common-
wealth Fisheries, He has our bzst wishes for the years of his retire-
ment in Sydney.

GERALDTON AND FREMANTLE FISHING HARBCURS.

The Minister for the North West. (Mr. . c. W. Court), who
controls the Harbour and Light Department, and the Minister for Fisher-
ies (Mr, Ross Hucchlnson) have jointly been sxamining the harbour re-
quirements of the fishing flszets at both Fremant 2 and Geraldton.

: : The conclusion has bren:reachOd that w1th the expansion of
‘the industry and the ever increasing number of fishing boats neseding

harbour facilities for WOadlng, -unioading, sarvicing and mooring, the
prpsent harbour accommodation is totally 1nadequate._

The Ministers havs before them a plan for the Geraldton
harbour involving approximately £55,000 for dredging, wharves and an
acczss road at the western end of the harbour, This does not include
any provision for moving slipways from their present location at this
stage. The advantages of slipways and boat building and repair facili-
ties in the new locatinn have not bzen overlooked,

Of the cost involvzd in the Geraldton project, approximately
€_7,000 will be needed for dredging, As an early dscision had to be
made to retain the servicss of the dradge "Throsby" which would other-
wise leave the State, approval has bsen given for the dredging sxpendi-
ture, This will ensure that this esszntial part of the Geraldton work
is undertaken =arly in the New Year and without the risk of a major hold-
up because of the abszncs of a suitabls dredgsz.

The two Ministers are giving consideration to the balance of
the Geraldton requirements.
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They alsc have under consideration a major fishing fleet
harbour scheme for Fremantle which will involve expenditure of approx-—
.imately £300,000 to complete. A start will be made on the fishing
harbour improvement during the current financial year, Th= sum of
£51,000 has been allocatzd for this financial year for preliminary work
on the new breakwatar.

The major Fremantle scheme is one that can be done in stages.
It is hoped to reach an =arily descision .on ths overall plan, although it
will take some little time to complets the harbour, Thers are stages
of the work that can be completed progresssively with advantage to the
fishing flset without awaiting thes fu'l scheme,

FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT TRUST ACCOUNT RFEPORT,

: A copy of the third annual report of the 0peration of the
Fishing Industry Act, 1956, during the year ended June 30, 1959, has
been received, The report which was published over thz signature of
Mr, C.F, Adermann, Commonwealth Minister for Primary Industry, briefly
reviews the activities conducted under the fund and concludes w1th a
short financial statement, :

D°a11ng w1th the first of thzs four programmes financed hy
the Fund the rsport stated that additional grounds had been surveyed
by the charterﬁd 1.f.b. "Challenge" while contlnulng hsr exploratory
trawling off the east coast of Queensland batween Yeppoon and Wide Bay.
Special gear had been constructzsd to work down to 150 fathoms in the
deeper waters off Victoria and New South Walss.

Progress made in the programme to establish a Company to
undertake exploratory commercial trawling in the watzrs of the Great
Australian Bight were brisfiy outlined., Refersncs was also made to
the crayfish survey in southern waters by the chartsrad vessel "Bluefin',

Conchdlng the report was a f'inancial statement which re-
.vea1=d that expenditure excesdsd income by £44,809. As a consequance,
the balance of the Trust Account (Whloh was constitutsd from ths sale of
the Western Australian bassd whaling station at Carnarvon) fell to

A detailzd statement rslating to the fourth item - the pro-
vision of a new barracouta boat financsd by the Fund - follows immediately.
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Barracouta Boat.

"Barracouta fishing in Bass Strait is an uncertain business",
Dr, F. We Go White, Chairman of C.S.I.R.0., said rescently., "The num-
bers taken by fishermen have varied very much in rscent seasons., It
is hoped that this new vesssl will enable us to learn a lot more about
the barracouta, its migratory habits, its spawning habits, and the food
it eats. A more complete understanding of the barracouta's movements
should be of great assistance to fishermen", he added.

Dr. Whites was speaking at South Wharf, Melbourne, where a new
CeSeIsRs0. fisheries research vessel lay at moorings., The occasion was
a ceremony at which the craft was named "Thyrsitss" by Mrs. White.
"Thyrsites" is the scientific name of the barracouta. The new all-steel,
L2-foot dizsel craft was financed from the Fisheries Development Trust
Fund, and was built by Acro Steel Works, Melbourne, She will make eight
cruises a year in Bass Strait, each of one month's duration. She will
carry a crew of two men, plus one or two scisntists.

With the new vessel, zosearch workers in the C.S.I.R.0. Divi-
sion of Fisheries and Oceanography hope to find out -

*What causes large fluctuations in the seasonal barracouta
catch. ’

*What food is preferrsd by barracouta and what water tempera-
ture. '

*Where barracouta may be found when they are scarce in Bass

*Where the barracouta spawn,
Attempts will be made to trace the seasonal migration of tha
fish by tagging them, The vessel is equipped with a spscial echo sound-

ing device, and attempts will be made to 'locate and identify barracouta
with it. e

ATR LIFT OF CRAYFISH.

The construction of an .aerodrome, suitable for DC3 and smaller
craft, for International Fisheries, has introducsd a nsw phase in crayfish
transportation., Daily (or less frequent)flights have been arranged by
MacRobertson Miller Airlines Ltd. to bring consignments ranging from
6,000-10,000 1b. of crayfish to processing works in the metropolitan area.
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The airstrip, which is less than a miie from the coast
at Gresnhead, north of Jurien Bay, was completed by a Perth construction
company last month, and is 5,200 ft, long and 300 ft., wide. The strip
was preparsd merely by grading and levelling the coastal sandplain, In
previous years, fish had been transported from this arsa by truck, and
the mortality rate had been high; on rare occasions rsaching 50%. .

CULTURED PEARLS SELL WELL.

. Proof. of the high quality of the Kuri Bay ocultursd pearls

. came in a rscent press report from®Naw.York., A choker made of them
was sold for $100,000, (about £A 44,500). Writing in the American
magazine "This Week", .John Wulp describazd the Kuri Bay pearls as being
more sxpensive than natural p=arls, normally prized above cultursd gems.

: The article featurad pictures of ths pearls, which wers about
. %" in diameter. The venture had besn started, Wulp wrote, by an Ameri-
can business man who wantad tc see if he ccould produce pearls any bigger
than thosz alrsady coming forward from Japan, The waters of Kuri Bay
had provzd id=za’. and the first harvest had bzen made last year, Wulp
said that the oysters had grown te enormous size - and so had the pearls,

CRAYTTISH BOATS BEACHED,

The "Stella Maris", a 55ft, 23-ton three-masted schoonsr, and
the "Vagabond," a 25#t. fishing boat, both owna=d by Perth businessman
Norman Parksr, were blown on to the beach south of Safety Bay on Novem-
ber 1. Mr. Parker said that when strong northwssterly winds came up
on Sunday aftsrnoon, he and a member of the crew tried to rsach the
Stella Maris" but were driven back, A terrific gust of wind sstimated
at 75 m.p.h. pushed the "Stzlila Maris" onto the beach, The "Vagabond"
was blown onshore about 60 yards south of the "Stella Maris" a few min-
utes later, The schooner suffered 1little damage, the rudder being
bump=d off in shallow water. The "Vagabond" was not damaged,

Perth businessman Roy Green's 25ft. crayboat "Juanita" went
ashore at Ledge Point, south of Lancelin Island, and was holed on a rocky
ledge during the height of the blow on the same Sunday. A mobile crane
had to be brought from Perth to Zift her from the ledge into the water.

OPEN SFASON FOR WILD DUCK.

The Minister for Fisheries, Mr, Hutchinson, announced rec-
ently that he had accspted a recommendation from the Fauna Protection
Advisory Committee to open the 1959/60 season for wild ducks on the
traditional week-end before Christmas. It will close on April 30, the
same day as last year,
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Details of the opening given by the Minister wers as fol-

(a) at 6 p.m. in thz ovening of Saturday, Dzcember 19, in ths Augusta=-
Margaret River, Balingup, Bridgszstown, Bussz:iton, Capel, Collie-
Gcalfields, Dardanup, Grsenbushes, Harvey, Manjimup, Nannup and
Przsten road districts;

(b) at 5 a.m. on the morning of Sunday, Decembzr 20, in the rasmainder
of the South-Wsst and FEucla Lend Divisions net included in the
road districts mentionsd above,

Duck shooting will be unlawful in any of the following areas

which have been set aside as sanctuaries =

(a)

(b)
(c)

(a)

(e)
(£)

(&)

(n)

(1)

()

Th=s whole of thes arsa within a radius of twenty miles of the
General Post Officz, Perth,

A1l municipalitizs and townsitss in thz South-West Land Division.
The whole of ths Réckingham Road District.

The whole of the waters of Lakss Leschenaultia, Yealering and
Seppings, and Bambun, Wagin, Nambung, lMungala, Nannzrup and
Wardering Lakss, and ail land within twenty chains of their
shorzss,

The whols of the waters of the Vasse, King and Kalgan Rivars
and all “and within twenty chains of their shores,

The whole of the waters of Vasse and Wonnerup Estuarizs and
aii land within twenty chains of their shores.

A71 thes waters of the Leschenault Inlst sxtending southwards
from a liine drawn south-east from Waterloo Hsad (Belvadare)
on the west foreshorz to a point on the opposite foreshore,

Ail that portion of ths Capsl River betwean the Capel and
Stirling Bridgzss and all land within twenty chains of the
#iver's banks,

The whole of the waters of Oystar Harbour and Princz=ss Royal
Harbour and all Zand within a radius of twenty chains of their
shores.

The whols of the arca of thz Yanchep Caves ressrve,
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(k) Th» whole of ths Harvey catchment area.

(1) The whole of the arsa within a radius of two milss of the
Post O0fficz at Mandurah. o

(m) Thes whole of the area within a radius of two miles of the
Post Office at Boyup Brook.

(n) The whole of the area within a radius of 1} milss of the
Post Officz at Balingup.

(o) Al% that portion of the Avon River in the Toodyay road
district bstween thes northern-boundary of Avon Location 3
and a point opposite road 2069, and ali land within twanty
chains of the rivsr's banks,

(p) A1l that portion of the Avon Rivar from Dumbarton Bridge to
the railway Bridge north of Toodyay, and all land within
twenty chains of the river's banks.

(q) A1l that portion of the.Serpsntine Rivar from road 8269 at
the southern snd of Go=zgrup (Willies) Lake to Pzel Inlst
nsar the 014 Mill, and all land within twsnty chains of
ths river's banks.

(r) A1l State forests, timbsr reserves, town rassrvoirs and
other arsas where shocting is prohibited under the pro-
visions of any other Act, Regulation or By-Law,

"A queastionnairs distributzd among shooters and honorary
wardens ravealed the extent to which opinion was divided as to the
best opening date and time,” the Ministsr said. "Replies indicatzd
that whilz thers was fairly solid support for the suggested State-
wide opzning on Saturday aftsrnoon, a slight majority wanted the
usual opszning times continued. Many other suggestions in respect
of the time and the dats wers mad=. In all twentysix different
openings were r=commended, which gave a .fair indication of the range
of opinion on this contsntious question. Under the circumstéances,
there was little alternativs but to maintain the status quo", Mr,
Hutchinson said. o ' ‘

"Opinion in respect of the closing date was more unit=d.
While various datss betwsen March 15 and June 15 were suggested, over
70% of those proffering an opinion preferrad the season to close by
April 30, This majority reccommendaticn has been accepted.
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"The response to the gquestionnaire, including the dztachzd
and careful thought given by most correspondents, was very much app-
reciatsd," Mr., Hutchinson continusd. "However, all havas had the
opportunity of =xpressing their opinions which;, in turn, have been
carefully considereds It now behoves shooters to accept the decision
and' to abide by the regulations in the highest tradition of the sport,"
the Minister said. "Aftsr all, the regulations have been designed
to continue and organise the sport in the best interests of all con-
cerned, not forgetting the ducks,"

Emphasising that thz close ssason extendzd right up to
the week-end before Christmas throughout ths whole of the South-West
and Eucla Land Divisions, Mr, Hutchinson made a dirsct pl=sa to all
shooters not to try to b=at the gun as there were still many young
ducks about in the flepper stage. Any person apprehended while
shooting in the closzs sesason, or in any of the prohibited areas listzd,
could expect to have his firearm seized and be prosescutzd, the Minister
warned, He concluded by drawing attention to ths following restric—
tionss- :

% The use of traps is entirely prohibitsd throughout ths
© | State, ’ ' i

* Spotlights are an illegal d=vice.
* The sale of wild ducks is forbidden.

% A person shall not keep wild ducks in captivity.

MANDURAH FISHERY.

Towards the end of October, Sir Ross Mclarty, M.L.A., intro-
duced to the Minister for Fisheries (Mr. Ross Hutchinson) a deputation
from the Mandurah Chamber of Commsrce. The Minister was told that
the Chamber was concerned with what it described as the deteriorating
condition of the fishing industry in Mandurah, It was said that
fishing was the chief attraction of tourists to the area and should
be safeguarded for the well-being of the whole community.,

The opinion was expressed that the main causes of the reported
decline of the fishery were, firstly, poaching in waters closed to
protect the fish during certain growth stages and, secondly, the det-
erioration of the feeding grounds, These factors were said to have
caused the third factor which disturbed. the Chamber - an alleged de-
cline in angling species, particulariy whiting., In view of the im-
portance of tourism te the State, the Minister was requested to take
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whatever action he considered necessary to enforce fishing restric-
tions and to conserve the feeding grounds to ascertain whether they
might be rehabilitated.

In a considered reply last month, the Minister dealt with

the three main points raised by the deputation concerning the policing
of closad waters., After emphasising the increase during recent years
of the Department's field staff, he said that, although two men were
stationed in the Mandurah district, they could not be in all places
at once, Notwitnstanding flying visits made by inspectors from

Perth, unlawful fishing practices continued. There was 1little that
'_oouAd be done, he said, to abate them further, unless local residents

were prepared to help., He suggestsd that they might adopt a practice
used extensively in N,S,W, — the formation of vigilance committees which
were recognised by law and the membérs of which were given some of the
powers of inspectors, He said he would be prepared to 1ntroduce legi~
slation to provide a 51m11ar scheme here if there were sufficient support
for it, ' '

Conmenting upon the rnportad dptorloratlon of the feeding
grounds, the Minister wrote:=- ;

In the sea and in the waters of estuaries, rivers and
lakes, there are good and bad seasons just as there are on land.
On land bad seasons are brought about principally by poor rainfall,
whereas in the sea (and other waters) a fall in fish production
results very largely from reduced chemical activity. The reasons
_for this are not yet fully understood but it is well established
that a falling off of chemical act1v1ty results in a reduction in
the number of diatoms produced. The diatom is a lowly form of

egetable 1if'e which needs chemical nutrients for its sustenance,
Noreover, in the final analysis it forms the basis of all food in
the sea, '

The smallest animal organisms prey on the diatoms, and
they in turn are preyed on by slightly larger organisms, and so
on, If, therefore, chemical activity is less, the production of
diatoms is less, and food for the animal organisms on -which fish
depend for their sustenance is less, and fish, in the absence of
suff'icient food, either perish or move on to other areas where
food is more abundant. When that occurs anglers and professional
fishermen alike make poor catches.,
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In the rivers some at least of the chemical nutrients
come from the land, being washed in by heavy rains, When
rivers are dammed, as is now being done in the Serpentine,
the runoff is greatly restricted, and the intake of nutrients

- reduced. This sort of process is probably now occurring in
the Mandurah estuary, and it.is possible that its productivity
in relation to fish will be progressively reduced as the dam-
construction programme advances.

I am afraid there is 1ittle the Debartment will be
able to do to arrest the downward trend in productivity, if
ever it doess ocoure v ’

The reput=d deterioration of angling could not be sub-
stantiated, the Minister said. While figures of fish production
show violent year-to-year fluctuations, the catch at Mandurah has
been reasonably steble, The principal angling species, whiting,
represented only 2% of the professional fishermen's catch and it
scemed that they were not doing any great harm to amatzur fisher-
men, Mr, Hutchinson saids Indeed, recent press reports, he con-
cluded, indicated that whiting were now present in great abundances.

IN APPRECIATION,

Dr, Mary Gillham, Lecturer in Botany at the University
of Exster, England, wrote a note of appreciation to the Director
before returning to Melbourne recently., She expressed her thanks
for all the assistance and courtesies extended to her during what
she described as her all too short stay in Perth. "Thank you very
much indeed", she wrote. "Your officers have been most helpful in
every way." '

ANOTHER RARE WHALE FOUND.

Following on the report in the previous issue of the
recovery at Point Peron of a beaked whale of the genus Mesoplodon,
it is of interest to read of the recovery of another beaked whale
in the same area.
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: The Dirzsctor of the Western Australian Museum, Dr. W, D, L.
Ride, and his assistants conducted a post-mortem on a whale at Palm
Beach on November 21, Although the identification was not yet posi-
- tive, Dre Ride said, it could be a specimen of the extremely rare
Cuvier's Beakad Whale (Ziphips oavirostris). If it were, it would

-~ be only the Twentyfirst record of the species anywhere since 1913,

Dr. Ride said. He believed that the whale had besn sick for some
time and had not been feeding, although cuttlsfish beaks in its:
stomach gave an idea of what it normally ate, From one kidney,
parasites weighing 1%1b had been recovered.

The colouring of the whale has bsen describz=d as unusual,
the top being white and the underneath parts dark, The head had been
brought back to the Museum where the skull will be examined. Cray-
fishermen quickiy availed themselves of fres craybait after thz whale
had besn dismembered., -

Cuvier's beaked whale is in the same family (Ziphiidae)
as the Mesoplodon found at Point Peron on October .8,

MARRON,

Longer Closed Season.

The open season for the taking of marron will not commence
until January l.  Announcing this rzscently, the Minister for Fisher-
ies (Mr. Hutchinson) said ‘the decision had been reached reluctantly.
After dealing with the causes of the marron's decline (increased
fishing pressure’ and alterations to the ecology of the streams and
rivers of the South-'cst and the nzed to protect the fish through
the whole of its breeding season), Mr. Hutchinson said - "The crux
of the matter is this - if we want marron in the future, we will
have to do without them for Christmas."

North Dandalup River Closzd.

Insﬁectors should note that the whole of the waters of
the North Dandalup River, its streams and tributaries, have been
closed to the taking of marron by any means of capture whatsoever,



CLEARING HOUSE.

The Food Fish Eat.

The abundance or scarcity of the food which forms its staple
diet determines, in the long run, the quantity and quality of the
fish we catch, In this interesting series of articles, Burns Singer
discusses the eating habits of some of the commercial spsciss fished
in this country. Here he.deals with the halibut.

The size of any animal is of great importance when we coms to
study the food it eats. True, there are freaks, like the biggest of
all animals, the biue whale, which lives on the tiny crustacea which
the Norwsgians call kriil, The largest sharks, too, are plankton
fesders. But these immense animals have all developed specialised
organs which snablzs them to comb through vast quantities of water in
order to extract the small animals which float in it. Where no such
special organs exist, the size of a fish determines very roughly the
size of the species which will serve it as a staple diet.

In order to itiustrate this elementary fact it is only nescessary
te consider thse changes'that take place in the diet of some fish as it
grows from larvae to its full size. And, naturally, a big fish is
better for this purposs than a small one if on’y because it changes
through a greater size range. I have therefore chosen the halibut,
partly bscause it makes the point bsautify ly and partly because it
has r=cently been studied in considerable detail by Mr. A. D. Mac-—~
Intyre of the Marine Laboratory in Absrdeen.

Selsctive Feeding:

The baby halibut iive in the nurssry grounds around the Faross
and in Iceland's Faxa Bay. There they find a largs variety of suit-
able food, varying from shrimps to sma’l fish, like the sand eel. They
continue to grow on this mix=d diet for 2 years or so when they bzgin
to migrate into deepsr waters. There the supply of shrimps quickly
givss out and they are forced to tackle larger crustaceans, like hermit
crabs, larger fish, like the haddock, and a fsw squids and octopods.
With the-Faroe halibut this intermediate diet continuss indefinitely,
the size of individuals in the stomach continually inoreasing but the
proportions between the various sp=sciss remaining roughly constant.

The Icslandic and Greenland halibut ars very different however.
As they grow they become ever more selective in their feeding until,
when they are over 90 centimetres in length they ars limited almost
exclusively to a single food spscies = the redfish, or Norwegian haddock,
Sebastes marinus). This, as most fishermen are aware, is a fair-sized
mouthful, since it grows up to 18 in, in length and is almost as deep
as it is long.
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It has been suggestad vy several authors that we “on't
make enough use of our s tocks of this fish as food for humans;
and it is certain that the r=dfish is very rich in vitamin A,
the active element in halibut liver oil. Indered it has been
observed that the larger halibut grow and the mors exclusivel;
they feed on redfish, the higher becomes ths conczntration of
vitamin A in their livers. Vhere does the redfish derive its
-vitamin A? That is a question to which we can givs no answer
since thz stomachs of rzdfish ars usually everted by prasssurs from
the air bladder by the time they are hauled aboard. Alli that is
known for certain is that redfish is not a bottom living animal
and that the haiibut must therefore hunt for it at soms distance
from the bottom,

Not that it forsakes the bottom altogether. These large
halibut, for example, are all caught by great line vesssls which
mzans that they ars attracted to ground bait. And the chief supp-
lementary food of the halidbut is the giant, spiky stone crab -
Lithodes = which is undoubtsdly.a bottom living.animal, Just how
these huge spiny Iifeless-looking masses are digested remains some-
what of a mystery, but.they are quite frequently found crouching

comfortably in'the stomach of large halibut.,

Tdzal simplicity.

We can thus obssrvs a.cycle in the feeding habits of halibut.
Beginning with small crustacsans and tiny fish, it gradually -learns
to consums larger animals in both groups, as w21l as cephalopods.’.
Once, howsver, it has attained its full size, it concantrates almost
éxclusively on the one species of fish, dnd +that a  fish
which would = make a good meal for sven the largest human. Then
it spawns, and its eggs ars carrisd back, probably at some depth, to
the nursery grounds around the Faroes or in Faxa Bay. And there the
small halibut begin fezding on small crustacea once again., If every-
thing in the sea were as simple and clear cut as this cycle, the job
of the fishery biologist would be much easier than it is. But, as
we shall see next month when we study the food of the haddock, this
ideal simplicity is far from being always maintainsd.

(World Fishing London., October 1959.)
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Nylon Purse Seines Are Popular In Norwegian Fisheries

About 50 British nylon purse seines were fished off Norway
last season and it is expected that ths total numbzsr in use
during the coming season will exceed 100, Many others will be in
use in othsr fisheries,

Very rapid progress has been mades since thz first of these
nets were introduced in 1957, They are said to have proved out=-
standingly successful, and despite the higher initial cost of nylon
purse seine it has many csconomic advantages. Its great strength
and snergy absorption enable it to hold suhstantially greater w=ights
of fish than cotton nets. It lasts longer, weighs less, is rot-
proof and so requires less maintenance.

Bigger Catches.

The British nylon yco--» from which thes pursz seinss are made
is 210 denier with a minimum tenacity of 7 grams psr denisr. It
is stronger than any other fibre which can bz used for thes purpose,
a doubie-knotted nzt mads from six-fold, 210 deni=r nylon having a
wet mesh strength nearly three times as great as that of a single-
knotted cotton nst made from 32/9 or 36/9., Its shock strangth is at
least doubla,

This enables a grzater weight of fish to be held with safety
when exceptionally large catchss are made, Boats squipped with
nylon nsts averaged 9,800 hectolitrss last season, while the average
for the flz=t as a whols wac only 3,400 hectolitres. Despite its
strength, however, a nylon purse seins weighs less than its cotton
equivalent, Ths differences in the dry wasight of the actual netting
is relatively small, an average figure being 2,500 1b, for nylon
compared with 3,000 1b, for 32/9 cotton,. Tha diffsrence whzn wet
is very much greater, howevsr, since cotton roughly doubles its
weight while nylon generally increases by only about 60 per cent.

Easizr Handling.

Thus wet nylon nstting weighs only about two-thirds as much
as comparabls wet cotton netting and further weight savings can be
made by using man-mafz fibre for thz rigging ropes. This enables
the nst to be handled more easily and morz quickly, so that there is
a considerably batter chance of getting in a sscond shot if thes first
fails,

Lightness in weight is also valuabls in snabling thz nst to
be handled more easily when it is ashors, Since nylon is ocompletely
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rot-proof it does not require any pressrvative treatment so the
monthly tanning process which most cotton purse seines undergo is
not necessary. Many nyion purse seines are, howsver, treated
with a coal tar preparatlon to give them th= rzaquired stiffness,
and it has bzen found that oncs a ycar is quite- sufflclent for this
treatment, :

A further interesting aspect of the saving in weight - and
bulk ~ is the effect it may ultimately have on the size of nets.
At the present time a depth of 45 fathoms is gensrally rackoned .as
about the most that can be coped with on a 180 fathom net, Ths
use of nylon may evantually =nable this depth to be increased and
thus go part way. towards overcoming onz of ths most serious limitat-
ions of the purse seine,

Longer Life.

At the present time it is not possible to maka any accurate
assessment of how the lifs of a nylon purse seins compared with
that of a comparable cotton nst, but at a conservative estimate it
is likely to be at least double. Thz original British nylon purse
~ seines first fished off Norway thres seasons ago are still in use
. and their gensral condition is much bzstter than that of cotton nets
after the same length.of time, They have requirsd considsrably
less repair work,

At an average cost of around £7,500 fully rigged a nylon-
purse seine is about twice as expensive as its cotton zquivalent
.but there is growing belief that the greater capital outlay is
worthwhile,

(World Fishing London October 1959).,

Scientists Advancing On Secrats Of Salmon's Homing Instincts

Fisheries scisntists have long suspected that one of the
ma jor factors responsible for the Pacific salmon's uncanmy homing
instinct is an acutely develop=d sensz of smell,

Now a Scottish biologist has stated that salmon are quite
definitely guided by a combinsd sense of taste and smell,

Dr., C,E. Lucas, director of the Marine Laboratory at
Aberdeen, Sootland said in an address to the International Ocean-
ographic Congress in Naw York early this month that there is
evidence that salmon can follow trails made by sxtremely dilute
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chemical traces that drift downstream from the spawning area to
the ocean, Thz chamicals are present in concentrations of a few
parts per miilion or 1ess._

Expsriments in Scotland with Pacific Salmon show that they
can be guided along these faint chemical trails by a combined
sense of taste and smells Fish that had their nostrils plugged
for the expzriment had greater than normal difficulty in finding
~thair way. '

Apparently, according to Dre Lucas, the fish bscomes con-
‘dition=d in its zarly life to the presence of certain traces of
organic chemicals that are characteristic of the locality., Later,
when the fish is ready for spawning, it detscts these traoes, and
foilows the trail to thn home stream.

' The evidence might have practical commerocial implications,
Dr. Lucas indicated, but experiments are not advanced enough at
the present time to predict what these may bes The specific
nature of the traces that the fish appear to follow is so far
unknown s

(Western Fisheries Vancouvar, B.C. : Septembar 1959.)

African Offer On Bight Fishing

An offer by a South African fishing company to assist in
the development of "the Great Australian Bight fisheries has not
been-accepted by the Commonwealth Govarnment.

Mr. Lawrence Leask, managing director of Irvin and Johnson,
of Capetown, said this in Sydnqy this month,

Mr. Leask said his firm had offerzsd to co—oPerate with the
Government in exploiting the Bight fishzries.

The offer included the use of one of its big deep-sea
trawlers.
Top Level

Discussions had b=en held at Government-level but mothing
had come of thems,

Trvin and Johnson is the largest fishing concern in South
Afrioas
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Sincs 1954 it has added eight steam trawlsrs (sach 500-600
tons) and six 75ft. diesels to its fleet.

The firm has three subs1d1uny companies. in Australla and
last year suppli=d 49 psr cemt of import=d flsh

In Sydhay this month, the South=rn Trawling Company Ltd.
.~advertised for a mastsr, mau,, and a chief and second enginser to
man a modern sissel trawlesr early in 1960.

Qualifications for the positions requirs pravious sxpsriesnce
in trawlers or similar vessels over 500 tons, . ~

,Salany,¥bask;t4mongyﬁand;condltlonsvaf,emp_oyment will be not

Tess than those prescribed in the Trawlsrs, Masters, =tc., State
Award of' N, S W.

3-New Cogg gz-

The SouthOrn Trawling Company was ragistered in Adelaide
last November by the Commonwealth Governmsnt to investigate the
possibility of establlshlng a profltablﬁ trawl fishing industry in
the Bight.

When this is provad the Govornmﬁnt has promiszd to invite
private enterprise:to taks over., . ... Tl

Th2 company was established with a capital of £260,000 from
the Fisheriss Development Trust Fund which cams from the sale of
thz Government®s whaling station in Western Australia,

: Trawling is exPectvd to bagln nsxt yéar and’ wili, it is
h0pad, significantly increase the supply of fresh fish to Adelaide,
Mnlbourne and Sydney. ¢

(Fish Trades Review Sydhéy, { : Octobzr 1959.)
NeS,W, .

Small Prawns Here To Stay

) The N,S.W., Government has refused a request by fishermen
"o reimpose a minimum legal size for prawns,

~ The request was rzsjected because it had b-2n made solely
for marketing purposes.,
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From May 1 this year thes former minimum lsgal length of
3% inch for prawns was rescinded but the minimum mesh size of prawn
nets was increassd from 1% to 1% inches.

Fishermsn wantad ths mesh size retainsd but asksd for a
legal length of 3 inches,

New South Wales Supsrintend=nt of Fisheriss, Noel Harris,
said fishermen had mads thsir request solely for marketing purposes.

Not Policy

This was contrary to fishesries mamagemsnt policy since the
legal lengths of fish were imposed for conssrvation or biological
purpos=s and not for marketing. :

Mr, Harris said that even if a 3 inch lsgal length was
impos=d, a largs percentage of the prawns would still bes undsrsized.

The department would have to mest th=z cost of enforcing a
law which was not soundly based.

Its inspectors would bz faced with the task of trying to
detect undersized prawns in the possession of fishsrmen and in
shops.

Fishermen should grade thsir pravms at the point of catch
whan they were grsen and easy to sort, he said.

No Value

Mr. Harris said a legal length of 3 inches would haves no
conservation valus bzcause school prawns did not spawn until thsy
were L to Aé-inches.

For king prawns the length would have to be 6 to 8 inches
and for tiger prawns 9 to 11 inches, which would be absurd,

Mr, Harris said that strictzr enforcem=nt of ths mesh size
should prevent the capture of small prawns.

If it was found that fishermsn were not prspared to control
the capture of undersized prawns the department would haves to
"seriously consider" closing waters which were nurssries for very
immature prawns, he warned.

(Fish Trades Review Sydney, Octobar 1959.)
N.S.W.
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"Make Oyster Catcher Protected Bird Again,"

Thz Westmorland County Council wants the oyster catcher
to be a protectsd bird again in view, the council says, of "the
number of othsr birds of protected species taken or killed as a
result of the measures adopted for the control of ths oyster
catcher,"

The council. sought, information from ths Ministry of
‘Agriculture, Fisheries and Food about the action taken by people
authorised to take or kill the birds undsr thz Wild Birds
(Oystmr Catchers) Order, 1956, says 2 report of ths General ...
PUrposes Committse, i

The report adds: "Thﬂ Council had been advisad that,
under the authority of the Order, ths Lancashire and Wnstern Sea
Fisheriés Joint Committess had carried out fly-netting operations
during ths winters of 1956-57 and 1957-58 for the purpose of
 taking and kllllng qystor catchers.

"In the course of these operatlons, ‘however, considerable
ntmbers of othsr birds of protected species had been killed and
netting had b=en suspended on legal advice that the incidental
netting of so many protected birds by fly—nettlng was contrary to
~ the prov151ons of ‘the Protection of Birds Act, 1954. :

. "The Mlnlstny had received no reports direct from fishermen
" about ths damage caused by oyster catchers, but the Joint Committee's
Fishery Officers had reported that substantial losses on cockle
fishsries were stili being caused by these birds,"

The council is making "strong representétions" to the Home
Secrastary and to the Minister of Agriculture for the 1956 Order to
be revokzd, says a resolution approvazd by the council,

(Fishing News . _ Iondon ' | October 1959.)

No Dog Nuisance

Stray dogs provide no problem in South Korea especially
during the dog soup season, Dog soup = thick soup made of dog
meat - 18 commonly known as summer elixir and South Korean men,
from porters to Cabinet Ministers, flock to resturants special-
ising in this dish, Usually thz supply of dogs bought lzgitimately
carmot mzet the demand and professional dog thisves do brisk
business in summer time, It is estimated that at least 50,000 dogs
are eaten evsry summsr in Seoul alone.

(Western Australian Municipal _
and Road Board Gazette ° Psrth - November 1959.)



