7 LOSSES

The 1961 Abrolhos scason got away to a bad start when the
20* bondwood fishing boat "Scolker", owned and skippercd by Mr. L,
Thompson, was rollcd over by a bzcuher winilst rounding the North-Ihast
Point, Dast Wallabi Island, Houtman Abrolhos,

Tragedy stsrucic at Juricn Bay on March 15, when two cx-—
poricnced crayfishermen, Goorge Barbarich and Mate Parcntich were
drowned. They had bocn crayfishing in their 26' boat "Marlonc Ann"
when she was swamped by o wave.

On Lpril 9, the crayhoat "I'rader®, ovmed bj lir, P Cousscns,
of lit. Yoldnc, was qwcpt onto the rocks at Yanchep Rcach, It is
understood thac only the cngine was saved from the vessel, which was
valued at £2,000, 1Ilir, Coussens said that he had been gra ppling for
his moorimgs when a houvy wave sbruslk the loat Just eos bLo"ongino
cut out. - ' '

PUARL CULTURE LICENSLS

Three additicnal ;iCOnS“S to culturc pcarlshell and pearls
-have been approved by the Minister for Fisheries. Two of thesc are
in respect of small areas taken up by Pearls Pty.Ltd., oneat Breck-
nock Harbour and the other at: Sampson Inlo >t, both in close proximity
to the Company's main centre at Kuri Bay., Thoe third arca is one
anplicd for by o Droeme pearler, Mr, D.M. Brovm, who will opcrate
in a foub-squarc-yile arca off Shenton Bluff in King Sound. Theso
threco bring to a total of scven the number of arcas anproved for this
DUPDOSCo, '

LONGHVITY OF SILVIR GULLS

N

On Harch 18, Inspector A,V. Green of Mandurah, saw threc
sca—gulls killed by trafflc in the main stroet of Rockingham, He
inspeected the carcasses for bands and found that one was carrying
band No,080-0093%36, A check of our records roevealed that this band
had beon placed on the bird at Bird Island, Shoalwatcr Bay, on
Octobor 23, 1957, by Fauno Warden S.W. Bowlcr and Inspcoctor J. Traynor.

" As the 44 months for which this gull had been banded apncarcd to be

the longest band on our rccords, an enquiry was dircctced to tho Sec—
retary of the Australian Dird-Banding Scheme asking whether there
wore instances-of greater lohgevity in these specics. His roply,
reeently recoived, adviscs that a silver gull banded at Thirroul,
N.S.W., on November 13, 1955, had been rccovered 59 months: latcr-'
guite closc o its banding place, . Anothér bird banded at Wynyard,
Tasmania, on Docember 24, 1955, had also been recovercd ncar its
banding place 59 months latcr,



