he indicated that he vas not prepared at this stege to con~
sider the appointment of a represcntative of the Avicultural

Socicty on the Fauna Protcction Advisory Committee, which Mr
Jomieson had sought. To do thiz would ncecessitate an amend~

Loy

nent of the Acto.

ABROLHOS, CRAYFISHERY,

At folios 134, 135 & 136 are published
tables of crayfich 3“000@b¢on and fishing effort at idoutman
Abrolhos during the 1951 and the ten immediotely preceding
seasons. For record nhurposesn, the cateh FTor the month of
JU’”§ 1961, with the comparative 1960 figures, are also shown.
It will be ,c“t that the total production this year, as
expected, set a ek record. It is intercsting to note that
although the numbor of men has almost  trebled since 1951, the

total catech nes ~40‘f” sed on about 2% times, with the result
that tho average cotch-per-mon has becn reduced by approxi-
mately 18%. The inereasc in total production, together with

e Priece 3:LQ for thc catch, has
p

the steady inerease in t
kept the cconomy of the shery in a healthy state.
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Assistant In gocto* Teile Darker, who acted as
whaling inspcctor at the Nor'-West ¥haling Company's station
at Carnarvon thic year, returned to Perth on September 1o
resume normal duties. Mr 3a: reported that the season
which omencd at Carnarvon ne taking of the firs

on June 26, closcd on August 26. DIy that tinme W77 whales had
been taken. OfT ginally the company's quota for this season
was Cixed a DO hunpbecks, but an increase of 25 was approved
by the Minister for Primory Industry (3 {ceﬁ_ ann) on August
2li, The additional two whales werc both brydes whales, which
are not subject to quota restrictions. This was the first
year since 1957 that this company has filled its quota. It
was also the smallest cuota nllotted in that "“”lOdo

o

Mr Barker also reported that there had been an
improvement in the catching organization and this, together
with the assistance of two spotting planes and the introduc-
tion of incentive bonuscs, was re “UODulDlO for the better
catech rate. The majority of whales, he said, were taken in
wvaters ovtside Sharlz Bay and Onb““thAn cxtended over a wide

arcd. Weather conditions iwere generally very good, somewhat
better than 13 nrevious years., At the end of the season, Mr
Barker continueay some aerial spotting for sperm whales was

made and some werc sighted, but not sufficient could have
been taken to allow uﬂu station to function ceconomically.
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He added thft several reports were made during the season by
the catchers and aircraft of the »nresence of whales other
thean qumnoﬂcks, but it wes not nossible to identify them, to
£ind out actual numbers, or to determine with JULLTCiCDt
acecuracy localitics of occurrencc., It seemcd pHroboble, how-
ever, that several hlue whales d ivly ©in vhales were
in the area early in the sesnon. of whales similar

to the sei, and un to Eﬂ in a school, rerc frequently sighted:
they could hove been elther minlie or boydes wholes, or bothe

red that the Cheynes Bedch
Whaling Compony its guota of 105 humpbacks on

July 15,

rhe 1884 whole »roduction figures will be pub--
1131 ed o ¢ ingl gta tice are avai i
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