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Senior ~-tesearcl1 Officer BoKo Bov.ren rfill leave 
Perth on October 28 to attend a course in :population dynam­
ics in applied fisheries research to be held in Sydney.- He 
will return on November 'i -1 __ • 

. f ... , ...... . ..... ..... ~.-

Er, ·.G.C. li'er c;"Lrnon 9 of Head Office, return.Gd to 
duty after a:'imua l lea v e on Se:ptenper 24 • 

*~:,,:~ 

Fauna 1-::larden N .:c . . McLaughlo.n returned to Perth 
by air :from 1:3ro·omd 9 on September 2o. A_ ·res.ume o:f his re­
por-t will be publioh cd in the next issue. 

VALE ROY DO'ivNEY .-

A recent press report says that the search for 
Roy J)ovmey has been abandoned nnd he must be :presumed to 
have lost hio li:fe while crayfishing of:f the south coast 
bf Ta_smania. Mr Dovmey was ski:p:pe_ring his . o-vm 52-ft. _ ves­

·se:l.! 11 v-✓oondanah 11 at the. time. nnd vvas believed j:,o be fishing 
around the 27 :fathom line when some :particularly bad 
weather broke in the area. It is . understq-p~ :that Mr 
Dovme;v -had only one crew member with hint, and , that an air 
search failed to · find an,y trace of the y~pse;I. or the men. 
Mr Downey was -Well knovm in this State first as mate of 
the thGn c.s.r.R's research vessel "Warreen11

9 and later as 
skipper of' its "Derwent Hunter". Borne at Tyne Dock in 
England in 1914 9 Hr Downey c ame to Western •Jrnstralia at 
the age of .eight and was educated .first at Narrtku:p .9.nd 
later at Alb any High School where he was avmrded an inspec­
tor Is scholarship. A forceful and colourful personality, 
Mr Dovmey v-.ras a master mariner with a Board of Trade tick­
et. He leaves behind 2 wife and two sons living in Snug, 
Tasmania. To them and to other members of his bereaved 
family we extend our sincere sympathy o _ _ - ., ,,,, ,,::_, . · 

,. I. · ! · .• , :··; - ': •,·; ,. . _1 , . , ,_:: . - · -- .' . : .: : ' _..' 

AtJSTRALtAN FAUNA AU'I'l{ORITIES CONFE~ENCE 

The Director~ Mr AoJ. Fraser 9 and Fauna Protec­
tion Officer H.B. Shugg 9 vvho vrnre .this State's delegates 
at the Con:ferc::nce held in Hobart from September 4 to 6, 
report that it b a s a very successful one and that this 
State's background 1xrpers ( uhich we;rc:: :publi_shed · iil the 
:previous issue) m~re '{Jell ;recei v.ed·o ·· Resoluti-ohs _ in re­
spect of each wBre carri6~ 6ri the motions' a~ising from 
them. · 

...... ,~. ,; .... 
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In due cotU'Ge , wheri copies of' . the : full r eport of' 
· the Conference h 2ve been rccei ved · fi-•orn the secr·et2riat, 
· they will lJe availabl·e , through our Library. service, for 
perusal by any staff members. - l<'or · gcnera l inf'onnation ,. 
however 1 the resolutions carried a t the Conference a re 
publishec. hereunder, the headings being editorial addenda -

1 o · KeY..__19 C_9nservat~...,9J1. ~-

Conf'erei1ce ·stresses that the e ssen tio.l f a ctor in 
conservation of f auna is tl1,e, .. J_Jreserva ti on o:C habitats and 
recognition .of the factors that may impair them . 

A primary crbject of ·all Fauna Authori tics there­
fore ·should be to endure public a:pp-recia tion of this im-:­
portant principle. 

The pi-•eser.vD tion of habitats Ghould include the 
reservation of representative sample:.3 of all the environ­
ments within each State or . Territory and shotild be of ade­
quate volume. 'rhis should he c·ons.iderc d by the ap:propria te 
authorities in the planning of land development schemes. 

. There should also be continued recognition or' · 
the value of' other types of' reserves such as native forests, 
water _catchments and even such restricted sc1rnp.les as road­
side verges, natural and planted woodlots, .farm dams, . crop 

_headlands and riparian fringes. · · 

Attcnti.ori is directed to the f:actci'rs r,rhich ser­
iollsiy impair the efficiency of natural hao.itats, these 
incluqing :-,, · · 

Grazing of domestic stock on -rvildlife hnbi tats, 
Unbalanced land deve lopment projects, 
Unnecessary firing of' lands, 
Clearing of vece t at ion o.long stream banks, · · 
Stream polution from industrial developments, 

<Qver.:.zea-lous drainage of "vet lands, 
The establishment :bf ·excessive . stands of cxoti-c 

trees, eog., pines, which croate local ecolo­
gical deserts, 

Some aipocts. of rive~ or stream flo~ c9ntrol 1 

Release of exotics, 
Misuse of; pesticides a nd o.ther agricultural 

chemicals, · · 
Undesirable husbandry practices such aowholesale 

removal of trees in pastures and other• . practices 
·· that lead to soil erosion and stream siltation .· , 

arid salt encroachment~ 

2 o Do Pesticide~ etc_u.... kill f'm1rn~: 
Conference, Yihile npprecia ting their va lue to 
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agriculture 1 expresses its grave concern at the potential 
danger to vdldlife communities of the increa sing us e of 
Compound 1080 and other pesticides, .. chemicals, etc o. 

.lm investi ga tion of these matters vvauld be a 
difficult t ask 8.nc1 beyond the irnrriediate ,resources o:f exis­
ting organisations an~ Conference therefore "recommends 
that the Commonweal th Government makes adequate finance 
available for an investigation of the effects of these sub­
stances on Australian faunao 

3. Water 9-nd Fauna Csinse~y_gtiori: 

Conference .stresses the need for State and Corti­
monweal~h bodies to consult with the appropriate Fauna 

· Authorities in the plarn:1ing stages of water · conservation 
schemes such as the propose d Chowilla Darn· on the Murray 
River, the hydro-electric scheme on the Mersey River in 
Tasmania, and other like projects, 

4 .• · Po'Vvers vvanted _J2o cg11t~..2,__l_:i;-_~leaseyf Exotics: 

·Conference i s opposed t~ the introduction and re­
lease of exotic fauna o It r·ecornrnends that fauna au th or£.:.. 

· ties be · gtven ad~g_uaie power through Legislation to control 
th~ r~lease of farin~w , . 

5. .filx12loi t<i_~i on o..f__2ooJ, _...9ause s ~ncern :. 

Because o:f the . severe :diminution of · red ·kangaroo 
population~· in .sorne areas, Conference believes a more 
cautiOus _approach in. marsupial utilisation should be · a:dop ... 
tedo It ·reqommehds that in some plaoes, notabl;;,, in New. · 
South Wales, strori'g mf3»sures be taken to restrict the 
taking of kangaroos and that other - States and Terrftories 
review the poGi tion in their ·. areas and · gather aceura-te . : 
datao 

6. Bagging for W.'J.terj'oEl__Research:: · 

Conference a~opts the report of the Australian 
Wat~rfqwl Advisoi'Y · Committee and stresses the impor.tance 
of c1deq __ uat9 staffing by all States and Territories to ca:i;1ry 
out th~ essential work enYi~aged in the reportso 

7a Wanted· ~ ·VJ-ta)-fufo:p~mation: 

· ··conference agrees that there is a pressing neeq. 
for f'feld surveys to _provide the basis for the conservation 
of Australian animals o It resolves that a Comrni'.ttee be set 
up -

( a) to determine what ha~ been done in thrs :field 
in Australia; ··· 
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(b) to Geek to co-6rdinate a c t iviti es of all 
bodies in this work; 

(c) to contact the Australian Academy of Science 
and advise that body of the determinations 
of thi8 · Conference · a nd confer vvi th it on 
any .future programme; and 

· (d) to report to the next Conference. 

8. Bg_ntiles™c!§_~~ve prgtec,: ... ti ?U: 
Co:nf'erencG having considered a submissi_on by Wes­

tern Australin on the :protection of reptiles 9 recommends 
that all Stat~s and Territories review the need for conser­
vation of these anima lc and t,hat the Department of Customs 
and Excise co-bpera_te with those States where protective · 
restrictions alresdy apply. · 

9. Zoo security__ stang___gr_ds: 

Conference is concerned at the release of ani~ 
mals from quarantine and the trancfer of others from A 
ClaBs zoos to thocie of lower secririty standards~ It re~ 
quests the Commonwealth Department of Health not to permit 
any live animal to be released from quarantine or trans­
ferred without the acquiescence of the relevant fauna 
authorities. 

1 o. Poisons ~ Pesticides~-:- au,il1_2,Fit_..y__ for sale: 
Coni'erence recommends that the attention of 

State and Commonvvealth authorities responsible for the 
registrat1dri. of p e sticides and other agricultural chemi-:-. 
cals be drawn to the necessity of corisidering also th~ 
potential effect of these substances on vvildli:fe before. 
authorising their sale and use. 

FISJ-IERlYlEN 1 8 ADVISORY COMMITTEE -~ . ....-: . -·-~---~ 
Meetings of the Fisherinm1' s Advisory Cammi ttee 

.. were held last month at Fremantle and Geraldton. In the 
· Director's absence the Chief Clerk 9 Mr B.R. Saville, took 

the chair. Fremantl c fishermen showed a much keener inter­
est in the proceedings of the Committee a nd like their 
confrercs · at · Gerald ton, made a nu,m_J:)13r of soundly-based 
request □ f'or the better conservation and !Ilanagement _of o_u.r 
fisheries. Items discussed included· - · · 

* limitation of pots and boats 
* increased license fees 
* inshore reef closure 
* aerial patrols of close waters 
* use of snapper trapso 




