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Seven new orchids from Western Australia 

A. S. George 
Bureau of Flora and Fauna, G.P.O. Box 1383, Canberra, Au~tralian Capital Territory 2601 

Abstract 
George, A. S. Seven new orchids from Western Austral ia . Nuytsia 5(1): 53-62 (1984). T he following 

new taxa are described: Ca/adenia amp/exans, C. infundibu/aris, C. uliginosa, C. wa11osa, Drakaea 
thynniphila. Pterost.y/is di/at.ala and 'l'helymitra variegata var. apicu/ata. 

Introduction 

Description of these orchids arises from new collections and research carried out 
following my Check list of the Orchidaceae of Western Australia in Nuytsia 1: 166-
196 (1970). Most have been known for some years but it has only recently been pos­
sible to decide the rank at which they should be named. The Drakaea provides a 
name for a species to which, until 1970, the name D. elastica Lindley was misapplied . 

Caladenia amplexans A. S. George, sp. nov. (Figure lA-D) 

Species Caladeniae caeruleae R. Br. affinis, a qua lob is lateralibus labelli purpureis 
columnam amplectentibu praecipue di ffe rt, etiam folio latiore undique viridi, flore 
caeruleo pallidiore, et labello sine vittis transversalibus prominentibus. 

Typus: 53 miles (c. 85 km) E of Wubin, Western Australia (c. 29°53'8, 117°00'E) 
20 Aug. 1960, A. S . George 900 (holo: PERTH). 

Tuber ovoid, 1.5-2.5 cm long, the outer layers densely matted. Flowering plant to 
25 cm tall. Leaf broadly linear, obtu e to acute 2.5-12.5 cm long, 2-7 mm wide, 
parsely hirsute above almost glabrou below, green both sides. Stem hirsute with 

non -glandular hairs; bract 1, at middle; floral bract obtuse, 5-9 mm long. Flower 1 
sometimes 2, pale blue inside and outside , scentless. Lateral sepals broadly falcate, 
directed forward , obtuse, 7-16 mm long, 2-6 mm wide, closely glandular outside. 
Dorsal sepal li near, erect, 8-18 mm long, 2-4 mm wide, glandular outside. Petal lin­
ear, slightly falcate, 9-16 mm long, 2-4 mm wide sparsely glandular outside. 
Labellum erect, 5-7 mm high, the apex recurved; lateral lobes broadly obtuse, entire, 
1.5-2 mm high, clasping column apex, purple-maroon, sometimes fa intly and 
irregularly banded· ap ical lobe c. 1 mm long, ye llow, the margins with small calli; 
call i of lamina in 2 rows of 10-14 to the bend, then irregularly crowded on the apical 
lobe, cream, t he basal ones almost 1 mm long, becoming smaller dist ally, the heads 
globular, papi llose; sometimes small call i lateral to 2 main rows. Column 5-7 mm 
high, broadly winged from base to anther; anther apiculate. 

Selected collections examined. Between Wurarga and P indar, Aug. 1963 Y. 
Chadwick 2037; W of Eurardy Stn homestead, 27°19'8, 114°27'E 25 Aug. 1969, A . 

. George 9541; Morawa, 27 Aug. 1959, M. C. George; near Koorda, 17 Sept. 1972, B. 
& M. Smith; 11 km of Bullfinch, P. G. Wilson 6173; 24 km W of Paynes Find, 7 
Aug . 1969, P. G. Wilson 8647. All collection at PERTH. 
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fi gure 1. A-D- C11 l11denia ample.rnns. A- Flower. B- Leaf. C- Labellu m from rear . D- Colum n from 
fronl. Locality nol recorded. E-1--Ctiladenia inlundibularis. E- Flower. !•'- Lea f. G- Lahellum a nd 
column l"rom side. H- Labelll1m from fronl and above. I- One row of calli. Frnrn A. S. Geor;:e 11727. 
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Distribution. Western Australia, from the lower Murchison River to Merredin and 
east to Mt Churchman and Bullabulling. 

Habitat. In loam and clay in Acacia shrubland, in granitic soil, and on greenstone 
ridges. 

Flowering period. August-September. 

Affinities. Caladenia amplexans has a strong affinity with C. caerulea R. Br. of the 
section Caladenia. It is readily distinguished from this species by the labellum which 
clasps the column with its lateral lobes. In C. caerulea these lobes are erect and well­
spaced from the column. Caladenia amplexans usually has a broader leaf that is 
green (not red) beneath, the perianth segments are more obtuse, and the flowers are 
paler blue. The labellum lacks the prominent transverse red bands of C. caerulea. 
The distributions of the two species overlap slightly near the line of the Great East­
ern Highway, but C. caerulea in Western Australia otherwise occurs south of C. 
amplexans. The two species have not been recorded growing together. 

The column-clasping labellum is also found in the related Caladenia sacchacata H. 
G. Reichb., but this species has a glistening white, sweetly scented flower and a nar­
row red-green leaf. There is also an affinity with the much larger species C. sericea 
Lindley. 

Conservation status. Not considered rare or endangered. 

Etymology. The Latin epithet amplexans (clasping) refers to the labellum. 

Caladenia infundibularis A. S. George, sp. nov. (Figure lE-I) 

Species Caladeniae huegelii H . G. Reichb. affinis, a qua floribus pallide viridibus 
et atro-rubris; lamina labelli pro parte maxima horizontali apice deorsum curvato 
marginibus incurvis; et callis 4(-6) seriatis non ad dimidium laminae at.tingentibus, 
differt. 

Typus: Near Scenic Drive turnoff, Augusta-Cape Leeuwin road, Western Australia 
(34 °20'8, 115°09'E), 16 October 1973, A S. George 11727 (holo: PERTH; iso: 
CANB). 

A moderately robust spider orchid to 70 cm tall. Leaf linear to narrow-lanceolate, 
erect, 13-26 cm long, 8-14 mm wide, acute, hirsute both sides. Stem hirsute; stem 
bract 1. Ova1y densely glandular-hirsute. Flowers 1 or 2; perianth pale green with 
maroon markings; sepals and petals finely nerved; scent absent. Lateral sepals 
spreading, broadly linear for 10-15 mm, then nauowed to filiform points, the whole 
30-55 mm long, with slender clubs 7-15 mm long; dorsal sepal erect, linear, tapering 
to filiform point, 30-58 mm long, with club 6-15 mm long; sepals glabrous inside ex­
cept some short glandular hairs near base, sparsely glandular-pubescent outside but 
glabrous below clubs; clubs very shortly glandular. Petals spreading, linear, tapering 
to filiform points, without clubs, 30-40 mm long. Labellum on a claw of 1-2 mm, the 
lamina obovate-obtrullate, horizontal for most of its length, towards the apex 
downturned with incurved margins almost forming a funnel, the apex itself turned 
under or outwards; margins entire at base for 7-10 mm, then fringed with fine 
smooth segments 3-7 mm long becoming shorter and thicker anteriorly, near the 
apex irregularly dentate to entire; apex almost acute; whole lamina 17-24 mm long, 9-
15 mm wide excluding fringe, the lower 1/2 to 2/3 pale green, remainder dark red; 
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calli in 4 (sometimes 6) rows extending for 7-10 mm from ba e, slender, linear but, 
with curved apices Lhe basal ones straight, c. 1.5 mm long, anterior ones less than 
1 mm. Column ± erect, 13-15 mm high, narrowly winged with triangular, obtu. e 
lobes c. :J mm wide jus t below anther; a·nther :1-4 mm long, apiculate· 2 yellow glands 
at base of' eolumn. 

ol/ec/.i1111s examined. I<arridale , Oct. 1905, C. Andrews;" ape Augus l,a" (probably 
Cape Leeuwin) 18 Oct. 19G2, A. R. Fairall 789; Margaret River , Oct. 1959, K. 
Flet.cher; S of Yallingup, 8 Oct. 1967 A. S . George 9209· Margar t River district, Oc. 
1914, L. G/nuerl; l(arricla le 12 Oct. 1977, R. Hel>erle; 5.5 km E of" Karridale , 23 Oct. 
1974, S. JJ. Hopper; Augusta, 17 Oct. 1967, G. 'wnner; Yal lingu1, 0 ·t. 19.58, T. 
SmiU1. All collecLions al. PERTH. 

Dist.rilwl.ion. Western Australia, between Cape Leeuwin and Cape aturaliste. 

Habitat. ln loam in Jarrah-Karri forest, and in granitic sandy loam in low shrubland 
near coast. 

F/oweri,w period. 0 ·Lober. 

Affini/.ies. This species belongs to Lhe complex within section Calonema that includes 
C. lweu-elii H. G. Reichb. and C. dilatala R. Br. Tt is distinguished by the broad, hori­
zontal lamina of' the labellum, by the apex which is funne l-shaped with incmved 
margins, and by the 4-6 hort rows ol' slender cal li. 

C'onservnt ion slc1ltm. Rare, coded 2RC (Leigh, Brig-gs & Hart ley 1981 ). 

1,;1.ymology. The Latin infundibularis (funnel -shaped) refers Lo the apex or Lhe 
labellum. 

Caladcnia uliginosa A. . George, sp. nov. (Figure 2) 

pecie. Caladeniae patersonii R. Br. affin is, a qua praecipue l'Joribus minoribus, 
labello minore pallide viridi et purpureo breviter fimbriato, differL. epala 4.5-8 cm 
longa; labellum 15-19 mm longum, 6-9 mm latum. 

Typus: 31 km N of Frankland, Western Australia (34°11 1S, 116°59'E), 3 Oct. 1978 
A. S. George 15250 (holo: PERTH; iso: AD, CA B, K, MEL, W, PERTH). 

A slender spider orchid to 35 cm tal l. Leaflinear, often broad ly, acute or obtuse, 5-
20 cm 'long hirsute both ide , the hairs more par e towards apex. Stem hirsu e; 
stem bract 2-3 cm long. Ova1y glandular-hirsute. Flower 1-4; perianth pale green or 
greeni h-cream with maroon markings; scent absent. epals broadly linear for 12-
20 mm, then narrowed ra her abruptly Lo filiform points, the whole 45-80 mm long, 
spar e ly glandu la r near base, dense ly so on apices; lateral epals pendulous. Petals 
similar but ~~5-fi5 mm long. Label/Lim erect on a claw 1 mm long, 7-9 mm high, 8-
10 mm long, 15-19 mm long flattened, G-9 mm wide; lamina narrowly ovate-oblong 
when flattened, curved forwards with the apex recurved; latera l Jobes small, with a 
fringe of' smooth segment up to 2.5 mm long; apex dentate, marnon ; calli in 4 rows, 
often 6 near base, reducing to 2 near apex, narrow, slipper-like, white at base of 
labe llum, smaller and maroon towards apex, not reaching apex. Column ti lted 
slightly back, hen forwards, 11-14 mm high; wings expanded Lo 4 mm wide below 
anther; 2 yellow glands inside at base; anther apiculate. 
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Figure 2. Ca/adenia uliginosa. A- Labellum from front x2. B- Labellum and column from side x2. 
C- Fringe of labellum margin. D- One row of calli from labellum. E - Column from front x3. Locality not 
recorded. 

Selected collections examined. Near Dryandra, 29 Sept. 1971, A. S. George 11053 
(PERTH); 12.5 km W of Frankland R., Muir Hwy, 2 Nov. 1977, A. S. George 15023 
(AD, CANB, K, NSW, PERTH); Woodanilling turnoff, Albany H wy, 3 Oct. 1978, A. 
S. George 15263 (PERTH); Kojonup, Oct. 1924, B. T . Goadby (PERTH); Rocky 
Gully, 9 Nov. 1977, R. Heberle (PERTH); Bridgetown, 15 Oct. 1919, 0. H . Sargent 
(PERTH). 

Distribution. Western Australia, between Dryandra, Pindalup, Bridgetown, Rocky 
Gully and Kojonup. 

Habitat. Low-lying clay flats, wet in winter, in Eucalypt low open woodland and 
open shrubland. 

Flowering peJ"iod. October-November. 

Affinities. Caladenia uliginosa belongs to the section Calonema in which it is related 
to C. patersonii R. Br. It is distinguished from this species by the pale green and red 
flowers, the smaller labellum with shortly fringed lateral lobes and maroon apex, and 
the lack of scent. Usually it is a short plant less than 20 cm tall. 

Conservation status. Not considered rare or endangered. 

Etymology. T he Latin uliginosus, swampy, refers to the preferred habitat of the 
species. 

Caladenia w anosa A. S. George, sp. nov. (Figure 3A-E) 

Species Caladeniae radiali R. Rogers affinis, a qua foliis minus hirsutis, sepalibus 
non nisi per 3-6 mm ab apicibus glandulosis, petalis glabris, sepalo dorsali erecto, et 
callis labelli vinosis in seriebus duabus, differt. 
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Ty pus: W of' 8urardy ation homestead, N of Murchison River, Western Austral ia 
(27° ~-14'S, l 14°40'E), 24 Aug. 1969, A. . George 9530 (holo: PERTH; iso: CA B ). 

A smal l slender spide r orchid 10-20 cm tall. Lear linear, erect or ascending, 3-9 cm 
long, 2- :1 mm wide, acute, hirsute on lower su rface, glab rous or very sparsely hirsute 
on upper sur /"ace, the hai rs mo ·Lly non-glandula r. St.em loosely hirsute with both 
short and long g-landul a r and non -glandular hairs; stem brad l ; a simi la r bract su b­
Lending f"lower. Flower I , rare ly 2; perianlh cream with deep maroon ma rking , 
a lmost glabrous exce pt Lhe glandular apices Lo the s paL ; all segments :3-5-nerved, 
the centra l nerve the most prominent. Sepals broadly linear in lower half, tapering Lo 
filifo rm a1 ices, Lh disLul :Hi mm gland ular wiU1 horl, thick glands, th e whol e sepal 
21-32 mm long; late ral sepals curved down , dorsa l sepa l e recl. Pelals a lmost borizon ­
Lal, linear ta pering Lo acumina te apices, 12-24 mm long. Label/um on a claw of 1-
1.5 mm , erect at base, then curved forward with Lhe apex recurved; lamina 
transversely elliptic, 8- 10 mm wide, when flattened ± obovate and 12-13 mm long, 
prominently nerved the nerves l"anned outwards from base; lateral lobes ± horizon ­
ta l; apex obtuse, maroon; margins entire, smooth , sl ightly t hickened towards 
recu rved a pex; ·alli in 2 rows extending about half- way along lam ina from base, 7-12 
call i per row, the basal 1-:3 t s l nder with na rrow-ovoid heads, t he others stout with 
hea ds becom ing spheri cal on the ' hort, anLer ior calli , Lhe heads divergent from Lhe 
mid-lin of the la mina; calli deep maroon . Column erecl, 8-10 mm hi gh, with scat­
tered glands inside; no yellow glands at base; wings narrow above broad base and ex­
panded below anther into lobes 2 mm broad with lower ang!e pronounced but obtuse; 
anlher ascending to hoi-izontal, 1.5-2 mm long, very shortly ap iculale. 

Of.her co/le ·f,ion.· xnmined. Z B nd, Murchison Rive r, Ka lbarri Nat ional Park, ea rl y 
Sepl. l 972, . Hoffman (PERTH, K, MEL, W ). 

Dislrihulion. Western Austral ia, in t he lower Murchison River area. 

Habilal. On a sandy ['lat in Lhe shelter of hrubs (Geo rg ) and in sand over andstone 
among shrubs aL Lhe edge of the Murchison River gorge (Hoffman) . 

Flowering period. August- eptember. 

Affiniiies. Caladenia wanosa is closely related to C. radialis R. Rogers, differing from 
it. especially in the leaf, perianth and calli. The leaf is less hirsute than in C. radialis; 
on ly the sepals are glandular and then for only 3-6 mm (in radialis all segments are 
glandular for up Lo half their length); t he dor al sepal is erect (curved backwards and 
horizontal or pendulous in rndialis); the calli are in 2 di tinct rows, thick and maroon 
(in a ± crowded band, s lender and white to cream in n1dialis). Caladenia wanosa oc­
curs well north of t he known range of C. radiali , which occurs be ween ingenew, 
Highbury and Ravensthorpe. These two species are probably be t placed in section 
Phlebochilu Ben h. A review of the infrageneric class ifi cation of Caladenia is 
needed , si nce ma ny pecies have been described s ince Ben tham divided the genus 
in o five sections (Fl. Austra l. 6: 876-389, 1873). 

Conservalion slatus. Rare coded 2RC (Leigh Brigrrs & Hartley 1981). 

Elymology . The specific ep ithet is derived from the initial of' the W.A. ative Or­
chid Study and onservation Group. The Group has been very active in extend ing 
our knowledge of the orchids in Western Australia and has contributed many speci­
mens Lo the Western Austral ian Herbarium. 
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J 

Figure 3. A-E- Ca/ade11ia wanosa. A- Flower. B- Leaf. C- Apex of labellum from front. D- One row of 
calli . E-Column. Fr()m A. . George 9530. F-J<-Drakaea thynniphila. F- Flower. G- Hinge of labellum. 
H- Lamina of labellum from fronl. I- Lamina of labellum from rear. J - Hairs from lamina of labellum. 
K- Anther and tigma. Between annup and Pemberton, collector unknown. L- The/ymitra variegata 
var. apicu/ata. Column from side. From A. S. George 2598. 
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D rakaca thynniphila A.,. George, sp. nov. (Figure 3F-l() 

Species IJn1lweae elaslic,ie Lindley afrini ·,aqua lamina labelli parviore (6-10 mm 
longa) non vcnucosa p i-. l:lLer bas im, apice non ve l parum sur-sum rlexo, diflert. 

'/ :Vpus: Cull Roc:k Road , f,: of Oysler Ha r bour Western Australia r14°59'S, 
118°0(l'f<:l. I 0(·1 .. 1971. /\. 8. 1reo1ge J J 099 (holo : PERTH; iso: CANB). 

A sl •ndcr ph11 . J :{-:If> cm Lall, glabrous excep label I um and rarely leaf. Lea[ cor­
datc~, sessile nt base or slcm, ± amplexicau l, obtuse, G-D mm long, he centre thick 
and spongy lielow l,ecom ing thinne r when dried, grey-green above with reticulate 

cnc1tio11, rnrely pubesc:1rnt above. SI.em hmcl 1, sessile, <.:loscly appressed, 4-G mm 
long. Plor<1/ hn1cf similar. 1-'ed icel s lende r, 1-2 cm long. l'erianlh segmenls (except 
clon;al sepa l) ref"Jexed against ovary OJ" cu rved fo rwards, narrow-l inear , acute, 8-
12 mm lo ng, the margins in rolled; dorsal sepal exLended horizontal ly behind column, 
similar Lo othe r segments, 9 - 1 :1 mm long. Label/um on a claw wiLh a median b inge, 
the lowe r parl f1 -G mm long with a sma ll swell ing arnund a depression on upper side 
l.owa rcls h ingu ; upper par! of' claw G-6 mm long wilh a smal l swel li ng just. above hinge; 
la m ina dark red-black, smooth xcepl base, 6- 10 mm long, ± oblong, s lighLl y swollen 
below point. ol" altachm nt, t hen narrnw d, Lhe apex not or slighlly f'larecl, straigh t or 
a lit.Lie upturned; callus below point of" attachment consisting of" variable rounded 
sessile gla nds, usua lly wit.h a neck; both callus and adjacent ha lf' or lamina h irsu te 
with :a;imple or slightly divided hai rs . Column recl ined backwards, 7-9 mm long; basal 
au r icles oblong-triangular, rounded , 2 mm lo ng; stigma with apical muc ro projecting 
beyond ant.her. 

Collections ex 1:1mined. ?Yarloop, 4 Oct. 1977, A. Brnwn; apier, near Albany, 14 
Sept. 1971, ! ,. Hyme; Gull Roc k Road, 1:.; of' Albany, J 4 Sept. 197 J, L. Byme; Gull 
Hock l{oad , E of Albany, I Oct. 1971, A . S. George J.1097; Row ley Road , W of 
Fones(.dale. 2 Oc: . 1977 , A . S. George s.11.; Donnelly River, 11 miles ' of annup­
PemlierLon Road, 2f> Oct. 1959 M. C. George; East Porongurup ·, epl. rn30, B. 'I'. 
1roadl1y; I enmark, 2:1 Se p t.. 1973, C. Rogerson; l.5 miles W of Wa lpole, 21 SepL. 
1974, 7. C. Wilson; beLween Albany & Denmark, la e Sept. 1975, C. Woolcock . All 
·ol lection,; al PERTH. 

Dist.ri /)U/,inn. WesLern Australia, in near-coastal district between Perth and Albany. 

Habilal .. In wh ite sand on flats adjacent t,o swam ps, in low open-woodla nd of Euca­
lypt us margina l.a, Ban ksia s pp . a nd aswuina frasei-iana. 

Flowering period. Sept.ember-October. 

Af"l'inilies. Drakaet1 thynniph ila differs from D. elaslica L ind ley, its closest relative, 
in having Lhe lamina o f' the labellum somewhat malle r, without an upturned apex, 
smooth and even ly dark red -black without spot. . The wo species have similar geo­
graphica l ranges and !"lowering times, but t he new species is usua lly much less fre­
quent in number of p lants. 

l~Lymology. The specific epithet is der ived from Thynn inae, Lhe subfamily Lo which 
be long Lhe wasps wh ich poll inate Dralwea ( toulamire 1981 ), and the Greek suffix 
phi/a (loving) . 

Conservalion slalu . Rare, coded 3R (Leigh, B riggs & Hartley 1981) . 
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Pterostylis dilatata A. . George, sp. nov. 

Species Pterostyli nanae R. Br. affinis, a qua foliis plantae florentis omnibus 
caulinis nullis ro ulati vel basalibus, etiam apicibus petalorum dilatatis, differt. 

Typus: Below N side of Bluff Knoll, Stirling Range, Western Australia (34°22' , 
118°15'E) , 6 July 1969, A. . George 9390 (holo: PERTH; iso: CA B). 

Flowering plant slender, 5-15 cm ta ll, without basal leaves. Stem leafy, finely scab­
rid; basal bract sheathing, 3-6 mm long. Leaves 3-6, narrowly lanceolate, acute, 6-
23 mm long, 1.5-5.5 mm wide. Flower 1, erect, trans lucent white banded with bright 
to pale green. Galea 15-24 mm tall, the hood curved forward and slightly downward. 
Dorsal sepal gibbous near base, broadly linear above, rather abruptly narrowed to 
obtuse apex. Petals slightly exceeding dorsal sepal, the apices obtuse, dilated and 
concave forming a prominent hood 9-10 mm wide; outer margins slightly irregular. 
Lateral sepals erect, 22-30 mm long, united and narrowly cuneate for 10-14 mm, the 
apices filiform, terete, slightly clavate in distal 2-3 mm; sinus horizontal, the margin 
inrolled with a prominent central, obtuse, emarginate lobe. Labellum lamina oblong, 
obtuse, 5-6.5 mm long, with ba al hair tuft. Column 7-8 mm high. 

Selected collection examined. 19 miles (c. 30 km) N of Regans Ford, 19 July 1978, R. 
Cranfield 225 (PERTH); 8 km of Kukerin, 1 July 1970 A. S. George 9898 
(PERTH)· Boyatup Hill, 33°44'8, 123°02'E, 13 Aug. 1980, A. S. George 15980 
(PERTH); Manmanning, 10 Aug. 1974, B. & M. Smith (PERTH); 1 km of Gibson, 
5 Aug. 1980, D. R. Voigt s.n . (PERTH). 

Distribution. We tern Australia, at scattered localities in t he south west between 
Perth and Israelite Bay, with an isolated occurrence at Point Culver on the edge of 
the Grea t Au tralian Bight. 

Habitat. In sand in Eucalypt low woodland and open shrubland, u ually in shelter of 
hrubs; also in grani tic oil in closed scrub; at Gnangara persists in plantation of 

Pinus radiata. 

Flowering period. June-August. 

Affinity. Pterostylis dilatata is clearly related very closely to P. nana R. Br. and I 
have deliberated for some years as to the rank it hould be given . It may easily be 
distinguished from P. nana by the lack of any ba al leaves in flowering plant , and by 
the broad apices of the petals which give the galea a more hooded aspect. In 
Ptero tylis, the pre ence or ab ence of a basal rosette in flowering plants has been 
considered important in the infrageneric classification and usually is linked to 
significant floral characters. Pterostyli nana and P. dilatata are exceptions, for their 
flowers are very similar morphologically. 

The plant described by Lindley as Pterostylis pyramidalis is a variant of P. nana 
in which the basal leaves form a loose, not compact, rosette. 

Conservation status. Rare, coded 3RC (Leigh, Briggs & Hartley 1981). 

Etymology. The Latin dilatatus, widened, refers to the apices of the petals. 
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ThcJymitra variegata (Lindl y) F. Muell. var. apiculata A. S. George, vat. nov. 
(Figure 3L) 

A Th lymiira varie.,,ala (Lind ley) F. uell. Lypica lobis lat.eralibus columnae 
apiculat.is di!lert.; apiculi filiformi, 0.5-1 mm longi. Folium non spirale. Segmenta 
periant.hii JO-J 7 mm longa, purpurea maculis atrn-pui-pureis , marginibus aureis. 

1:vµus: 7 miles ( 11 km) SE of l:3adgingarra homestead, We~t.ern Australia (30°29'S, 
115°:~G'E), J 9 .June l 961, A. S. Geo1ge 2r>98 (bolo: PERTH) . 

Differs f"rom L pica! Thelymilra wuiegata (Lindl ey) F. Muell in Lhe apiculale lal-
1ral lobes of" Lhe ·o/umn: apiculi l'i lil'orm, 0.5- 1 mm long. Leaf" noL sp iral. Perianlh 
segmenL" 10-17 mm long, bright purple with deep purp le spot.s, Lhe margins golden. 

'ollcclions exami1Jed. J miles (5 km) SW of Mt. Lesueur, 24 July 1969, K M. Al/an 
Gfi; . toc k yard Gully, , u ly J 963, W. H. Buller; 2 miles (:3 km ) E a long Mc amarra 
Road from Brand Hwy, near Badgingarra, 19 ,July l 978, R. ranf"ield 246; c. 5 miles 
(8 km) NE of Hi ll River~ pring on Wat.h roo road, 19 ,June 1961, A. . George 2608; 
Mog-urnber Mission, ,June I 96:,, M. C. George· near ,Juri en turnoff from Brand Hwy, 
1981 P. Nilwlinsky: WaLh roo, 2 Aug. 1971, Mrs Scoll (f"ls almost. over). All c< llec­
Lions ut Pl ◄:RTH. 

Ois/,rilwt.io11. WesLern Australia, between Eneabba and Mogumber. 

Hnl>ilal. In lateriti sand in low s hrubland. 

J,'JowerinM period. ,June-.July. 

Disc:ussio11. Theiymilrn v,iriegala is variable in size and in t.he representation of' gold 
and pale and deep purple in the perian h , but in general the rloral morphology re­
mains unil"orm. An exception is 1·ound in northern population.-; where !.he lateral 
lobes of" the column each bea r a J'ine apiculum. In add ition the plants usually flower 
very early, in June and ,July; t.he typ ical variety flowers in August and eptember, 
although it. may appear in July on the heaths east of t he tiding Range. The geo­
graphical range of var. aµict1lata is mostly lo the north of that of var. variegata but 
there are collectio ns or the latter from Watheroo and Mt Lesueur. 

Conservalion status. ndange red, coded 2E ( eigh, Briggs & Hartley 1981). 

Etymology. The varietal epithet refer to t he fine points on the column lobes. 
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