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p. 955 rewrite lead 3 as follows: 

3. Lower glume absent, upper glume subequal to lemma. Primary 
inflorescence branches unwinged ..... ....... .... ......... .... ........... .... .. ............ .... .... *D. aequiglumis 

3. Lower glume present (though may be as little as 0.1 mm long in 
D. sanguinalis), upper glume shorter than lemma. Primary inflorescence 
branches winged 

4. Upper glume 1/3 to 1/2 as long as lemma. Lower lemma scabridulous .. ... .. .... *D. sanguinalis 

4. Upper glume 1 /2 to 3/4 as long as lemma. Lower lemma puberulous 
or sericeous and densely long-ciliate ........................... ... ................. ......... ........... *D. ciliaris 

The indigenous D. bicornis (Lam.) Roem. & Schult., also resembles D. aequiglumis, but this taxon 
is confined to tropical areas in Australia (Webster 1984) and is unlikely to be found in association with 
D. aequiglumis. D. bicornis may be distinguished from D. aequiglumis by characters of the inflorescence 
and spikelets (see Webster 1984). 

A feature of plants in the population represented by Lepschi & Lally 2486 is their distinctive pale 
green colour (both in life and when dried), and the first author was easily able to distinguish individuals 
of D. aequiglumis from D. ciliaris and D. sanguinalis (both darker purplish-green), on this character 
alone at the above locality. This is not specifically noted by any other authors (see above), although 
Vickery (1961) describes the spikelets in this species as "light green''. Further observations on live and 
dried material are required to determine whether plant colour can be used as an aid to the identification 
of this taxon. 

How D. aequiglumis arrived in Western Australia is unknown, but given the locality of Lepschi & 
lally2486, introduction via road traffic from eastern Australia seems likely. Digitariaaequiglumisdoes 
not appear to be a particularly aggressive or successful weed in areas where it is naturalized in eastern 
Australia, but its weed potential in Western Australia is unknown. Other species of Digitaria (e.g. 
D. ci/iaris and D. sanguinalis) are important weeds in Australia and elsewhere (Kleinschmidt and 
Johnson 1977, Muenscher 1980, Wilson et al. 1995). 
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