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should identi! priorities based on a systematic
examination of available information and using
criteria relevant to their own regions and
circumstances. Some factors other than those used
for Western Australia which might need to be taken
into account are island size, access, political and
socio-economic factors (eg. relating to the tourism,
flshing and the oil and mining industries), proximity
to population centres, and the traditional andlor legal
rights of island residents, owners and visitors. It was
also noted that a pdority-setting p;ocess of this rype
might be more applicable to relatively sinilar
continental islands, the values of which are more
likely to be replicated, than to oceanic islands, each of
which is likely to be of very high vnlus. Priorities
should remain flexible, as they may need to be
changed as more information becomes available.

In sumnary it was noted that the greater problem
is the total allocation of resouces for nature
conservation, rather than allocations between the
mainl6d and islands or between one island and
arother. It was also suggested that each agency with
responsibility for nature conservation on islands
should establish a specialist islands unit, recognising
that islands present different problems to the
mainland and that they require significant resource
allocatioo. One task of such uaits would be to
develop aad review priorities.

What Purposes Should Resources Be Used
F or?

The purposes for which resources could be used
were listed as:

. survey/hventory of island resoulces;

r research:

. management Planning;

. management (including the options of no
intervention" minimal hlsrvsnti6l a:rd active
maaipulation);

. monitoring;

o surveillance and euforcemenu

o public educatioq information and interpretation;

o lobbying for public, agency and political support
for increased resources.

Some emphasis was put on the need for priority to
be given to the allocation of resources to maragemont
and monitoring particularly for those islands where
good inventory and research information is already
available. However the workshop took the view that

there is no uaiversal answer to this questioo, as
circumsta.nces vary widely from one case to another.
There was recognition of the need for an integrated
approach to island nature conseryation
rosponsibilities, with all of the listed activities being
caried out simultaneously to the greatest extent
practicable. Opportunistic visits to islands, for
oxanple with defence force or lighthouse
maintenancs vessels, often assist in the carrying out of
these activities at relatively litde cost.

Several participants pointed out that public
denands and expectatioos will have a signifrcant
ffiuencr on the use to which resources are put. This
is likely to be particularly evident in relation to
recreational and interpretive needs. The view was put
that most resoluces in the future will be allocated to
management of environments which have been, are
being or are about to be used or disturbed by human
activity. The need for planning, for example to avoid
the mistakes made on many islands, was also
emphasised.

Most importantly, it was noted that there needs to
be an ongoing comnitment to the provision of
resources for management.

How Do We Get Increased Resources?

The workshop briefly discussed some meaas of
iacreasing the resources available for island work,
uoting that islands have to compete with other
demands on linited resources. As well as the usual
means of educating aad informing the general public
about the values and importance of islands so that
there is community support for their conservation,
and the lobbying of governnent agencies and
politicians, some time was spent discussing:

o the use of volunteers, honorary wardens or
wildlife officers, amateur naturalists and
lighthouse-keepers, with proper direction;

e the valuable information which cal be obtained
from Aboriginals where they inhabit or visit
islands;

o the need to make more use of corporate and
private sources of funds.

Clearly there is a need for increased resources to
be allocated to natwe conservation on islands, and
consequently there is a need to put more effort into
achieving that objective.
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