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BARROW ISL/ND WIIOLITE

Barrow Island which has becn rcéscrved since 1910, when
it was sct aside under thc Tcrmanent Rescrves Act of 1899, as
Class "A" for the protecction of flora and fauna, is homc for a
number of forms of Australian wildlifc that arc absolutcly
~unique, and the prescrvation of tho igland's fauna and flora
is of utmost importancce

. Before commencing its drilling opcrations there West
Australian Petroleum Pty. Ltde. (WAI'ET) agr.cd to take all poss-
ible prccautions toc protecct and lcave undisturbed the island's
fauna. It also impresscd on all cmployces and contractors the
ncecssity to preserve this reserve as nearly as possible in
its natural state. The effcctiveness with which this company
" has put that policy into Practico is commendablc, and a letter

cxprcssing the Department's sincere thanks has bcen sente

, As the favourable situation cexisting at Barrow Island
“could well serve as a standard for others to cmulatc, somec pub-
“licity was sought from thc Petrolcum Information Burecau, Mel-
bourne. the following rcply was rcccived from Mr. D.M. Iatcher
the Burcau's dircctor -

"We have alrcady been imprcssed by the attitudc taken
by WAPET to prescrve our priccless heritage on Barrow
Island, which I had the good fortunc to visit two
months ago. Vhen passing through FPerth, I was given

a description of the unique animals to be found on thce
island by Dr. David Ride, Dircctor of thc Wcstern Aust-
ralian Muscum, and I incorporatcd this information in
a short itcm in the September issuc of the "Petroleum
Gazectte", copy of which is sent to you undcr scparate
cover, and later in onc of our rceguler press rclcascs,
copy of which is encloscd, You will bc pleased to know
that thc press rcleéase has becn uscd by quitec a number
of papers throughout Australia, including at least one
in your State."

The article appcaring in the "EFotrolecum Gazette" reads
as follows:— -

Unigue Wildlife

Barrow Island, which is situated off the north-west coast
of Westorn Australic, 60 miles north of Onslow, is a place of
great interest to noturalists as well as to oilmene. The island
was completely -unoccupicd by man until the oil searcher! s
arrival. \



Approximately 18 miles long by 8 miles-wide, Barrow - -
Island is a reserve for the protection of flora and faunas
Its interest to naturalists lics in the fact that it
possesscs o number of unique species of marsupials and
other flustralion wildlife, most of which have not yet
been classificd. ' '

Animals of particular interest include a wallaby,
which grows to a length of about 4ft. and is closely
related to the euro or roan wallaroo, a hopping marsupial
found on adjacent islands in the area. There is also a
spectacled hare-wallaby which has orange rings around its
eyes.

Exclusive to the island is a rat-kangaroo, about -the
size of o domestic cate. This is o new species at present
being classified by scientists of the Ameriaon Museum of
Natural History and. the Western Australian Museum.

Naturalists have found a . unique spcecies of bandicoot
and o small marsupial mouse, rather like the species which
exists in the MacDonnell ranges in Central Australia,

Some interesting species of rodents have been discovered
as well, notably a large water rat about 12 in, long,
with lovely fur, which is similar to a spe01es found in
the Kimberleys.,

The island was discovered in 1818 by Capt. Phillip
King during on Admiralty survey. It was visited in 1840
by HMS Beagle in o ntinuationof o hydrographical survey
off the coast of northern Australla. Mr. Benjamin Bynoe,
the ship's surgeon, and Lieutenant Stokes, soon to be
commander of Beagle, were kecn naturalists and in the
course of their hydrogrophical studies thqy collected
specimens for the British Museum.

West Austr&llan Potrolcum Pty. Ltd. (WAPET) is koonly
~awarc of the great valuc to naturalists of the unique fauna
which oxist on Barrow Island. It has gonc to grcat pains
to cnsurc that the current oil oxploration opcrations do
not interferc with the natural life of the island.



