1S, Map showing the Houtman Abzol

and the location of th: landing strips.
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MINTSTER. FOR FISHERIES AND FAUNA APPROVES
APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL TANDING STRIP
IN HOUTMAN ABROLH“S

Am appJ-ualinn.hv Geraldton Air Charter Pty. Lt

tat Island in the Baster group hasg |

soribed as the biggest bird nesting

rSo ﬁ@‘ﬂ“u th@ tuen of the tury, one

fhh”c ware | three million bixds nesting
g, sart ]ﬂidﬂdo Man“s uge of

its gpplication, the sompany also sought permisaion to sgtablish
additional landing strips on Pelzart L b Island, tubt was refusedo

slass reserve) in“‘ des, "Fauna
strdp on Pelsart could not be anything
e%timated that well in e: s of one

The puarpose of Pelsart
GQnSHTTatJU£“ and t
but o L

burrows
would
build anything bu+ Qealed funwavb over thGLF nesting

to pr@qade a @&Fﬁ landing gtripe The bundred of thousands ~f ternsg
er bivds which n=st over the length of the island, would also be a
wajor hazard to any aircraft sperating there. Furthermore, and primarily
we don't want Pelgart to become another Rat Island.
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In the case of North Island thers are sclentifically interssting
inve,ﬂwtﬂPtA\ in thw S salt 1ake which should be preserved if possibleo
reat deal of trouble might be caused by ercsion and shifting sand dunes
Lf even a steip of ths vgoefaanﬂ covar at prsse~* aongolidating the soil
o be destroyed. There are already shifting sand dunes on part of North
lsland and additicnal ones could cover and kill more vegstation and could
conceivably overwhelwm the fishermen's huts there. This isgland is richer in
flora than other jslands, and harbours some fauna well worth pressrving.

Congideving the rarity of emergencies in the past, the nseds of the
Nogthern and Scuthary Groups, could be reasonably well met frow a landing steip
oo Rat Island and the previously approved application for a strip on East
Wallaby Islande
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