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MAP 1: ALBANY WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT AREA
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Introduction

1. PURPOSE OF THE
MANAGEMENT
PROGRAMME

The Albany Waterways Management
Authority (AWMA) is required under
Section 35 of the Waterways Conservation
Act 1976 to prepare a management
programme for the management area under
its control (Refer Map 1). AWMA is also
required to keep the management
programme under review.

A management programme is prepared as a
guide for the operations of a waterways
management authority and other agencies
involved in management of land and water
resources. The programme provides an
overall guide for management by identifying
actions that need to be undertaken and roles
and responsibilities of various agencies. It
has been established over time that these
programmes are generally effective for about
seven years. After this time, issues affecting
the waterways are re-examined and the
programme reviewed and updated, where
necessary.

AWMA is bound to ensure that its decisions
and advice are consistent with its
management programme. However, the
programme does not bind other government
or non-government agencies. The
programme is developed in conjunction with
other agencies with responsibility for
waterway and catchment management. This
consultative process ensures that
management objectives and
recommendations are achievable.

2. PREPARING THE
PROGRAMME

A number of steps were undertaken in the
process of preparing the management
programme. These included:

1.  An assessment of the waterways
environment including the physical,
biological and social characteristics of
the Albany harbours and their
associated waterways. Information was
collected by means of a literature
review and various field operations.
The information collected together

with other waterways information will
be incorporated into a resource book
for the Albany waterways.

Identification of the roles and
responsibilities of various agencies and
organisations operating in, land and
water care in Albany Waterways
Management Area. This also involved
collecting information on what these
bodies currently are doing. The
information was used in determining
the most appropriate agencies to carry
out actions recommended in the
management programme.

Identification of issues facing the
waterways. An issues list was prepared
and circulated to relevant agencies for
comment.

Development of a vision for the
Albany waterways -how the
community would like the waterways
to be in the years to come. From this
vision, the aim and goals of the
management programme were
developed.

Development of action plans outlining
the tasks needed to be undertaken to
achieve the aim and goals. During
development of the actions,
consultation with other agencies was
undertaken where those agencies had
roles or responsibilities relevant to
waterways management.

Preparation of a draft document and
release for a three month comment
period. During this time, the
community had an opportunity to
prepare written submissions
commenting on the contents of the
draft management programme,

Following the public comment period
submissions received were considered
and where appropriate incorporated
into the final management programme.

Gazettal of the Albany Waterways
Management Programme. Once
gazetied, the management programme
will guide the operations of AWMA
and other agencies involved in land
and water care within the Albany
Waterways Management Area.
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3. INVOLVING THE
COMMUNITY

Community involvement in preparation of
the management programme is essential to
its success. AWMA is a community based
management organisation which attempts to
involve the community in decision making
processes. Without the support of the
community successful management would
be difficult.

During preparation of the draft management
programme, wide consultation was carried
out with all sectors of the community
concerned with management of the Albany
waterways. Hopefully, this has led to the
development of a programme which is
achievable and is supported by the
community.

Community input was gained by invitation
to all State government agencies, local
government authorities, land conservation
district committees and community groups
to provide ideas and comments for the
programme. Meetings with officers from
various agencies were also undertaken.

The draft management programme was then
prepared and released for a three month
public comment period. During this time the
community had the opportunity to provide
comments to AWMA on issues of interest or
concern., A summary of the comments
received and the amendments made to the
draft programme as a result of these
comments is provided in Appendix 2 at the
back of this document.

4. STRUCTURE OF THE
DOCUMENT

The management programme does not
contain detailed technical information and
the reader is referred to quoted references for
this information. A guide for readers is given
at the front of the document to aid the reader
in working through the information
presented. Coloured pages are also provided
at the front of the document summarising the
management programme and listing the
management actions recommended in the
programme. A summary of the major
components of the document is given below:

Part A: Managing the waterways -
details the general principles of waterways
management. This gives the reader an
understanding of the philosophy and
approach of the Waterways Commission and
its waterways management authorities before
setting the scene for Albany.

Part B: The Albany perspective -
outlines specific information relating to the
management of the Albany waterways. This
includes a brief description of the waterways
environment (readers are referred to quoted
references for more information), the issues
relevant to the Albany waterways, a
description of the role and operations of
AWMA and an outline of what AWMA
wishes to achieve.

Part C: Meeting the challenge - outlines
the goals and the actions needed to address
the issues. A brief discussion of each issue
outlining history, management implications
etc. is also given in this section.

Part D: Management of local areas -
describes specific areas of the waterways
and recommends management actions for
these areas. The waterways are split into five
management units - Princess Royal Harbour,
Oyster Harbour, King River, Kalgan River
and river tributaries within the Albany
Waterways Management Area.

Part E: Making it all happen - sums up
how the management programme will be
implemented and the necessary cooperation
and liaison required.

5. RESPONSIBILITY
FOR
IMPLEMENTATION

One hundred and sixty eight management
actions are contained in the management
programme. These are the tasks which need
to be carried out to manage the waterways
environment. The responsibility for
implementation does not rest solely with the
Albany Waterways Management Authority.
Other organisations involved in land and
water care are also responsible for
implementation of some of the actions.
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Figure 1:Planning mechanisms for waterways management
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Planning mechanisms
for waterways
management

Management
Programme

preparation is required under
the Waterways
Conservation Act 1976;
provides guiding principles
and overall approach to the
management of the
waterways.

Management Plans

consider the management requirements
of a specific area; must be in the
context of the overall management
programme; may consider a whole
waterway area, e.g. Kalgan River, ora
single reserve or foreshore area.

Administrative Procedures

aid the community, other agencies and
AWMA in simplifying the legislative and
administrative requirements of planning
and management in the waterways
environment; detail the necessary steps
required for certain activities.

-

Policies

state AWMA's position on
certain issues in waterways
management. Give the
community a clear idea of the
standards required and guide
decision making on particular
issues relating to waterways
management,

Guidelines
provide specific information to
landowners, individuals, communitiy
groups and government agencies
regarding AWMA's requirements; aids
developers to operate in accordance
with AWMA's policies.

Standard Conditions

provide a standard approach to advice on
planning proposals which may impact on the
waterways environment;
ensure conditions are acceptable to planning
authorities and can be incorporated into
decision making processes.

Operational Plan

outlines the work to be undertaken by AWMA on a yearly basis. The plan is
developed from the actions recommended in the management programme and
other plans. The plan also ties AWMA's activities into the Government budget
process and assigns Waterways Commission divisions responsibilities for
aiding AWMA in its activities.




PART A: MANAGING
THE WATERWAYS

The Waterways Conservation Act (the Act)
was proclaimed in 1976 and established the
Waterways Commission. The Commission
was set up to conserve and manage
Western Australia's waterways through a
cooperative and coordinated approach to
waterways planning and management
activities carried out by local and State
government and the community.

The Commission has the potential to
manage any waterway in the State. Under
the Act, any waterway in need of
coordinated management can be declared a
management area, with defined boundaries.
The powers of the Act then apply to this
area and a local community based
management authority is established.

The Albany Waterways Management
Authority (AWMA) is one of five
waterways management authorities
operating in the State. The other authorities
manage Wilson Inlet, the Peel-Harvey
Estuarine System, Leschenault Estuary and
the Avon River. The Swan River Trust
manages the Swan-Canning River System
under separate legislation. Each of the
Chairmen of these management bodies is a
member of the Waterways Commission.

This section of the management
programme outlines the Waterways
Commission's general approach to
waterways management and briefly
describes the management methods
employed. The purpose of this section is to
provide the reader with an introduction to
waterways management prior to focusing
on the management of the Albany
waterways. Further information on the role
and operations of AWMA is given in Part
B of the programme.






Part A: Managing the waterways

1. A VISION FOR THE
FUTURE

In order to manage natural resources, any
management organisation must identify what
it is working towards. In the case of the
waterways this involves the local community
based management authorities consulting the
community to determine what they want the
waterways to look like in the future.
Consultation is carried out through a number
of mechanisms including public comment on
various documents and issues relating to
waterways management, community
representatives on AWMA providing
comment, feedback from AWMA's annual
report to the community and AWMA's
everyday communication with community
organisations and individuals. Through these
various mechanisms the waterways
management authority must build a picture
of the community's 'vision' for the future.

Once a ' vision ' of what is wanted has been
developed, management can then be geared
towards realising this vision. The Waterways
Commission has developed an overall vision
for the waterways that it manages in Western
Australia. The vision is for the next five to
ten years and provides a goal to work
towards and gives perspective to the day to
day work of tackling current waterways
issues and problems. Each waterways
management authority needs to develop its
own vision for each individual waterway.
AWMA's vision is outlined in Part B:
Section 3.

The Commission's vision of the future sees
the State's waterways as healthy, functional
systems, each with its unique character and
all being cherished features of the Western
Australian environment,

Within this vision river, estuary and inlet
waters and foreshores should be clean and as
unpolluted as possible. Birds and other
wildlife should inhabit natural areas in each
system, and fish, waterbirds and other
organisms native to the waterway should
exist in viable populations. The environment
should display a variety of visual landscapes,
planned and managed to provide
opportunities for recreation, tourism,
commercial development and conservation.
Each waterway should have an established
information base against which
environmental changes and the impacts of

catchment land use and development can be
measured.

In this vision, residents and visitors have
access to major waterways' foreshore areas
for recreation and tourism, whilst respecting
the rights of private landowners. Activities
with a low impact on the environment, such
as swimming, wading and yachting should
be encouraged in preference to activities like
speed boats and jet skis which have a greater
potential to impact on the waterways
environment. Where development abuts the
waterway's environment it must be well

" planned and managed.

Commercial and transportation uses of the
waterways should be encouraged in
specified areas providing the use is
sustainable and has no negative impact on
the waterways.

An important aspect of the vision is that the
local community takes great pride in its
waterways and is actively involved in
protecting and managing them, both directly
and through local government authorities.
The activities of State government agencies
in waterways management areas should be
coordinated through the Waterways
Commission.

2. A PHILOSOPHY FOR
TODAY

In working toward the vision, the Waterways
Commission and its waterways management
authorities have developed several 'basic
beliefs' on which management is based.

Conservation of waterways environments
now will ensure maximum use for the

greatest number of people for the future.

° The waterways should be managed, on
behalf of the community, to balance
conservation of the natural
environment with the competing
demands by people for tourism,

recreational, commercial and
residential access.
° The natural waterway environment

should be retained wherever possible
and rehabilitated where necessary.
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