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Repi·intecl frorn "Hansard.' 

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon. 
J. . \\'illcock-Geraldton): A.s a period of 
20 years has ela1 sed 1:;iuce the .Fore,;ts Act, 
1918, was placed 011 the statute-book, it is
litti.ug Lha� l shoukl brieJly review, for he 
i.uformatiou of the Hou e, the progres,; made
in this importaut pha ·e of the Government's
activitic:;. Timber, it i intere ing to note, 
was the first product exported from the 
Colony of W estel'D Austxalia. atui-ally the 
exten:;irn hurdwood forests of the South­
\Vest were regarded by eal'ly settler as an 
incxhau tible source of supply, and unfortu-
11ately uo adequate steps \Vere taken until 
after tile pa:s.ing of the • orests Act in 1918 
for the consernJ.tion 01· protection of the 
valuable natiomtl heritag reprnsented by 
Lhose fore,;t . Hecord show t.hat Western 
Australia has llXported jarrah and karri to 
the \·alue of £33,500,000, to which amount 
urn ·t be added the vn.lue of these timbers 
n ed locally. Thu , on a conservath1e esti­
mate it would appear that timber to the 
value of O\' r £50,000,000 has been 1n-oduced 
.from th forests of the South-West. 

OLASSITICATION. 

In 1918 ur Forest Department consisted 
of one trainf'd fore. ter and a small staff of 
rnn"'er who were c.ntragec1 principally in 
r vemte-collecting a11d in policin"' dut:ies. 

The nowly-foi·med department was faced 
11·itl..t a ti-emcnJous m1a.ertaking in restoring 
,·cry largo ii.re.as of cut-over forest, badly 
damaged by 1·epeated fires. The first major 
1rork uu<lcrtah:en was a olas in.cation o.E the 
timber lands of the 8tate, and that work was 
c11nicd out iu co-operation with the Lands 
I lepartmon t. As a result it wa found that 
the forest area wa very much le. than that 
i11dicatec1 by ein·ly estimate . To previous 
Labour Govemm nt. must be given he credit 
for dedicating pormauently to the production 
of timber all good-quality forest remaining 
in the hand of the Crown. We now have 
::J,367,000 acres of tate forests. 

REGULATION OF OUT. 

From the .figure· obtained in the course 
of this clas iii ation wo1'k it has been pos­
�ible to arrive at a reliable estimate of the 
total volume of matu1·e jarrah and kani 
log-timbe1· rema.inin°·. It would appea.r that 
if l'eforestation measures ancl control of cut­
tin"' had not been introduced, our main 
sawmilliug inclustry would have come to an 
end within . a period of approximately 30 
�-cm·s. To meet this position, working plans 
bave been I repared regulating the output of 
log-timbe1· from each se tion of State forest; 
and the co-operation of saw-milling firms 
h 1Js )J�en ·e urecl in a reorganisation of saw-



hillimg ope.L"ations, whlch has i'esillted in the 
industry being placed on a. sustained-yield 
basis, thus enswiug continuity of supplies 
and of employment. The importance of this 
policy 0£ stabilisation has been reflected in 
the manner in wl1ich tl rn timber industry bas 
\1•eathered the world-wide trade depression 
of: Tecent years . lt is in a position to-day 
to formulate plans for meeting the difficult 
trade conditio11 which a.re to be anticipated 
dtu·ing· the war period. 

REGENERATION. 

'fm·n ing now to regeneration of jarrah 
and kaai forests, simultaneously with the 
prog1·e s on the management side, large­
scaJe silviculturnl work has been unde1·taken 
to develop new crops of jarrah, ka.rri, and 
o her species of timber on cut-over areas.
'I'he work of the department in developing a.
technique to secure satisfactory regeneration
by 11atmal means has been highly successful ;
and we now .have 400,000 acres of State
forest can-ying a healthy crop of young
jarr:i.h tree , each of which has already
reached the :.n1all-pole stage. In th� karri
forest a new growth has been established on
22,000 acres .

I have given a short historical sketch of 
the activities of the Forests Department 
since the passing of the Forests Act, 1918, 
and dealt with the regeneration of jarrah and 
kan-i which has been undertaken since that 
time, and given the acreage dedicated 
perma uently in the State to forestry. The 
area is over 3,000,000 acres . Janah and 
karri are our two main eommercial timbers, 
but we have other tintbers, which might be 
termed sidelines, in connection with which 
the Forests Department has ta.ken aotion. 

MALLET. 

So fru: as mallet is concerned, ne,v methods 
have been developed as a result of which it 
has been found possible to establish cheaply 
plantation of brown mallet in the Great 
Southern di tricts by direct sowing; in the 
Narrogin distdct a.pp1·0:x:i.mately 12,000 aru·es 
of waste poi on land has been converted into 
mal let plantations, which will yield a highly 
profitable rehtrn from tanning bark. Tests 
cru.-ried out by the Forest Products Division 
of the Commonwealth Council of Scientific 
and Indu trial Research have shown that the 
timber of this tree is the best substitute fo1· 
imported hickory ancl a h for such aiticles 
as tool handle . It is expected that these 

2 

1 laJ1tations will prove of great value for 
timber, as well as for bark when ·the trees 
anive at 1uaturity. 

SANDALWOOD. 

\\"it h regard to sandalwood, owing to the 
i ll(,ursion of rabbits, sandalwood regenera­
tion on a large scale has pl"Oved impracti ·­
able, but this industry has been regulated so 
that a maximum retu1·n has been secured to 
the State for this valuable commodity, which 
had been sold at a nominal rate before the 
passing of the Forest · Act, thus resulting in 
serious loss to the S'tate and consequent gain 
o Chinese interests in the Far East. How­

ever, the business of marketing sandalwood
has been placed on a satisfactory basis. The
market 1·equirements of China and other
countries are regulated in snch a way that
au ,:,mi nen t ly satisfacto,·y price i.s now ob­
l ai na.lJ !e fo1: our sandalwood. Before war
broke out in Chi na, sandalwood provided a
remunerative source of employment for many
people throughout the State but, owing to
the 11·ar, the sale of sandalwood in that
market has been severely restricted. It is
tU'J rising, however, that despite the war

condi tions in China, a fair amount of san­
dalwood has been exported there. OU1·
stocks, which had 1·eached almost gigantic
1 roportions some years ago and in respect
of which the Government made advances up
to £50,000 01· £60,000, have all been mar­
keted, and we now have on hand only suffi­
cient stocks to ca.te1· reason ably for China's
p1·e ent requirements.

PINE. PLANTING. 

With reg!ll·d to pine planting, not,vith­
. tandiug our conside1·able exports of hard­
woods and the manner in which we have 
learned to nse jarrah and karri for many 
purposes for which softwoods a1·e rega.l'ded 
as essential in othex counti-ies, we still 
find it necessary to import approximately 
£250,000 worth of pine timber each year. 
A large yiropo1tion of this importation can 
be produced on land in the State which 
would othe1· 1vise be lying idle. The Forests 
Department ha succeeded in developing 
pi ne planting practice on special lines to 
meet our somewhat difficult climatic con­
ditions and at the same time make use of 
relatively poor soils . We now have 11,700 
acres of effective plan tatious ; and already 
one oase mill is working regularly on thin­
nings obtained from these plantations. 



S U MMER FmES. 

The g1 ·eato t single problem in all refor­
estation wo r k in this State, as in many other 
re!!'ion of the Commonwea l th, is control of 
s tllllme1· lire.-. Beca use our main timber trees, 
u ch as ja , · r ah and kar r i  are not killed out­

r io-ht b�, fu·e, the r e has been a general failure 
to rea l i  e the c umulati v e  damage that has 
o (·c uned i n  o u r  fore ts in the past owing to 
frN, nC'n t  summC'r fi re.- .  These fires not only
ho ld  back and  dmuage youno- n-rowth , but
may 1 ·t>clucc the Y Ol n me of ma tu:re timber 
n v1 1 i Jab lc  for · uw -m i l l i ng in virgi l l  forest by 
a.- m uch as 30 per cen t., o wing to dry sides 
ll l l ( l  bu rn t- ou t  bu tts a l l o w ing at tack by p in­
hole bo rers a n d  h ear t wt. Prior to 1918 , 
the most se rio us  <'ause of seYe re forest fi res 
was the accumula tion of deb ris from fa l ling 
o per a tions. T h i.- d ebr is, catching aligh t in 
the ·u mmer mo n ths, ca uses a co ntlagi·ati on 
which is quite unmanageabl e and which does 
�rea t damage. One of the first activities 
ol 'ganised by the newly -formed depa;rtment 
was th e . ·yste ma tic burniu<r of all lo p a n d  top 
from fal l ing and he wing o perations in the 

. pring and au tumn mon ths of each year. 
This operation, kno w n  as top disposal, is 
regularly ca r ried out each yea1·, o ver ru:eas 
of between 40, 00 0 and 50, 000 acres, at a cost 
of only a few pence pe r  acre. Before the 
tops are lit, the debris is cut away from 
around the bases of all "'Ood immature trees 
remaining on the cut-over areas. 

Other p1· venti vc- measures include exten­
sive conb.'ollrd burnin17 of f irebreak belts 
and non -productive flats and swamps scat­
tered through the forest. Despite the wide 
adrncac�• of controlled burning as a tire 
preventio n measurr by ma ny farmers, the
Forests De partment is practically the only 
landholder which <'anies out this work sys­
tematica l ly on a large scale every year, and 
tens of thousancls of acres are bui -nt in 
spri ng and autumn months. .A.II this burn ing 
is do ne betwee n c lenre <l f i re lines, so that the 
P:'dC ' nt of the h u m is at n il  timr;; under 
) ' r o p rr ront ro l.  

LOOK -OUT TOWERS. 
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De ·pite nll the precau tiona ry mra�1 1rei:; 
taken, ou tb reaks of summer fires wi ll  occur 
a nc1 a sume :-erious p ro po rt ions 1 1nlc"s dra lt 
w i th p rom p t ly. It is en ou raa-ing- to note
1� decide (l cl ro1 in the numlw r of ;;munlf'l' 

ou tb r  ak.- i u  l irl' r l is trict : i� tlir ll 'O rk of tb ( ' 
f le pa rbne nt and its rnlue to t.h community 
is becomi ng be tter ap precia ted ; ne,erthele.�� -

the employees of the depa.rtmen t are cal led 
u pon to uppress some hund1·eds of fh·es eaeh
summer. I notice that people who go pic­
nicking ure now much more careful in ex­
ti ngu ish ing fires. The work bas been brought 
to a h .igh deg-rec of etliciency by an or"'ani­
satiou which provides for the earl y detection
of a ny o utbreak of fi re from lookout towers
cou tn.ntly manned i n  the summer months.
The Forc>sts Depa l'tment now h as 20 fire 
l ookout  tower , varyi ng from 30 feet in
h ei ght  on p rominent bald  h ills to structures 
130 feet i 11 hei ght where i t  i s necessa ry to 
lmi l d  towe1·. high e n o ugh to see 0\7er the trees 
i mmrd i n t el �- a ronn< l  the tower si te . Thesr 
tow rs a,·e l inked with di tri ct offices and the 
homes of the sta ff a u cl  wor kmen lJy a depart­
men ta l teleph on e sy s tem of a special 1'r ch ean 
ty pe of tree lin e construction , now extendiM 
o rr1· a l ell.!rth of 1.0 60 mil es. 

Mr. Doney :  A very so un d . y"- trm it ;., 
t"O. 

T he MTNTRT F. R  FOR FOR.F.ST S : Ve"-. 
Vvorkinir pn rties en!?'n g-ed on ordinarv dntiP" 
in th foi·ests arc kept in constant to•1rh 
with th e tower by temnorarv telpnh""" 
l ines, and a re e<1ni 11 n  d with uli litv t-r,, , ,k<,

fitted with s prc ia llv devised forel't f ire-f laht­
in� eo uinment. Therefore. as soon n� "-mnlrp 
is sighted in or near a forPst, worrl is tP le­
nboned to one of these mobile e-a 117�. ...,hirh 
is a ble to rPaeh the s<'ene of the f l, ·  in Rn 
11 vcra!?e time of le!' than 40 m i, .,u+r. _. 1 1n'1 
l1nve it under eon frnl before it reaches un­
mnnngrable oroport ions.

ROADS AND FIRE LIN.Elf!. 

To provide accPs!'< £or firp <'ontrol :mil
rreneral management, the Forestc, DenartmPnt 
l 1as consfructed ancl maintains 2.600 mi lt's of 
roads and 6,300 mi les of fire lines. Most of 
the latter are suitable for use b:v motor 

vehic les in the ummer month�. Ronghlv 
SJ ea1.'ing, we have about 1 0 .000 milps of 
l'oads onsh·ucterl through our forest areas 
for tbC' purpose of preventing and fo? 1 1ting 
f ires. .As the arcn under f ire control bas ex­
frnded to thl' c. ·tremr South- West, incl"easinir 
rC' l ian<' is hring placed on the co-opel'n­

tion of se ttlrr" in and arounrl fon,st· £o1· 
: 1ssistance in fire prevention and . : upp1·e ·sion. 
The department gratefully aclrnowled�cs the 
valuable and increasing assistance which is 
hr ing rendered by these friendly ne i�hbours . 
They hnvc, or com·sc, a · much to gain a. 
has the Forests Department; but we recog­
ni.c with o-ntitu<lc their hearty co -op 1·11-t.ion. 



,l,: a rcn1 lt of the measures which I ha ve 
bri e f ly outl ined , th e d partmen t ba s been very 

succe s fu l iu ex cluding se vere summ er fires 
from regenerated , p lanted a. od  protected 
forc,t.· .  Annual lo;;:, s ha ,7e been k e pt down 
to a ,·ery sma ll fra dio11 of 1 per cent . o

f 
the 

area undrr protPc tio1 1
; 

the area d i1 ma.g:e d uy 

fire being i n  all on ly a few hu1 1 ilrecl a c r  s 
rn eh summer . It is desirublu however that 
members sl10uld rea li e what thi annually 

recnrr i ng fu·c menace means . I£ vig i lance i 
r l:lxcd £o r one . m 1 1 1 1 1er 01 · if for ·omc cau. o 
the staff of the depar tment is redu ced below 
a safe level the \\·ork of 20 yea r · mil� ' be 
w iped out i11 a few days . As one measure 1 o 
guard aga in: t su ·h a eon ti.ogen cy, se ttlements 
of for t workers ham been estab li"b · d  i n
the fore -t:; , and thC' departme nt now  has 
175 rPg-ula r employees

, 
including s taf f

, 
re s i• 

de11t in dcpartmentnl houses. L i t t le- g-roup. 
con i. ting of about ha lf-a -doze 11 r· o ttage;; 
have been rs tahli hee l iind tb OCC'upant,; 
main tain communica tion and  the ir ,wrvii ·es 
are ava il: ible in ca�e of f ire. 

IMPORTANCE OF FIRE PROTECTION. 

I th ink we can rongratula te the de pa rt­
ment on bavino- done a good job in the mat­
t r of fu:e prott>ction. Member w i ll  l 'J'O• 
bably realise, as I c l id ,· iv idly dmring a tr i p 
to the En tern State , the immense imJ ort­
anc of fu·e pwtection. ,Yh n I was in th r 

Ea . t six or . 1·en month ago. there had ,just 
b en large bu ·h fires in the outhern part of 
New outh Wa le nnd in Victoria, a.· a re­
i;u )t of which forP�t timber to tl 1e va lue of 
£15 ,000,000 0 1· :1:20,000 000 wns cle·h:oyed in 
two 01· till' c days becau. e of th e a bnor mnl 
conditions that e:-._isted at the time. a nd abou t 
40 people lost their liws. That i: . u ffici nt 
to in dicate lio w 11 cc a1·,v it is for us to xer­
r,ise adequ a te nrecnn tion. to obviate snch n 
ratn . trop he. I vi ited the bi ll s d istrict ou t 
of Melbou rne to .er wha t h ad b a p prn d 
here. Where ther lia<l been a Sl'lll li n g- y j J . 

l aae comsisting of 20 or 30 cottage . . I a w  
on l y  <lebri . .  t h ree- o r  folU' br ick chim n ey s .  
tb f'  remai11... o f  1. 0 00 gallon ta nks,  a n il  
twisted i ro n .  'l' rPmc-n r lo u. damage wa . clon p 
in that a rea . J wa tol d that practical ly the  
whol P of  th e moun tn in n sh forp,;t, o f  Vi c­
toria lrn d hPPn wir Nl ou t.  i n voh- i n g  the  rlC' ­
� trnrt ion o f  2 ,0 0 0 .0 0 0 , 0 0 0  . uprr fort of log 
timber w h i rb repre e n tPrl saw m i l l i ni:r su r ­
pl ipi:; for 21 �eai. . The Fo rrst,- Depa rlmen1· 
of Virtori a estimated tbnt  H l 1 a d  lost 11b o n t  
€ 2  0 0 0  000 in l'Oynlties a n rl  t h a t  the tim -
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her trade wo uld ha ve p roduced s a wn and 
sea oned timbe r wo rth £10, 00 0, 000 to 
.£ 15

,
000

,
000 . : ,\ fount a in ash is rath er diffe r ­

ent from our ka l'l'i , because
, 

once i t is bt u·nt
, th a t i, · the end of the tre e

; 
i t n e ve r reco v e r  . 

.A . ·mu ll p ropo rtion of the t i mu r ma
y 

be 
u ti lised

, 
but ufte 1 · tv,o 0 1 · three yea 1·s i

t 
be om - 11 ·el 

FIRE-FIGHTING DEMONSTRATION . 

Fo l low i ug- , that di aste r , till' \" icto ria n 
� [ i n istcr for Fo re -t c ame to \Y 'ste r n  Aus ­
t l'n l ia a n cl  made :1 tho roug - h  i 11, ; pec t io 11  o.f 
our towds nnd fire- f igh tii1g i 1 p p li1 1 11crs ancl
» turlied ou r lc0i lation . Tlw : \ [ i n i � Ler fol' 
Lands a ·co mpanied him i n  llw t ' o re · t a reas 
for two 01

: 
th ree days

, 
a ncl it denioust ration 

of f i re-figh tiuo- was staged [o r h i. henefit . 
I think the Ministe r

, 
to u,; a colloquial­

ism got the w ind u p when he sa w how faT 
the fh-c was allowed to sp rca <l bcfo r be­
ing a tack d. He said

, 
"I thought it wa. · 

gone. " H) the m thods mplo. Nl
, 

how­
eve r

, 
th f i re wa. co nquered in balf-an -hom 

1mcl very l ittle damage was donr. o i m ­
pr , sed was the Mini ter w i t h  what bad 

been done in Weste rn Au ·tr a l ia that i n  the 
t·rport of the Royal Com mi · s i o n  that i.n Yes­
tigat cl fornst conservation n n<l fire pTcve n­
t-ion in V icto ria he advocat d 0 1 1r system 
of f i l'c p revent io n w} 1ich, I th ink

, 
" � II be 

adopted as the best that c. ·i ts in Austr a­
lia. We do not talk about oursc h·e. - r e r:v 
much. but the technique develop ] for the 
co n. ervati.on of our timber 1 ·esou1·ce , and 
p i n 'tieula rly it protection from the rl l.Vages 
of f ir 

, 
is ee1 -tai11 l:v appreciate rl in Victoria. 

I m itation is sa id to be the in ere. t fo1 ·m of 
A atter.v, 

a nd when we f ind a fin ist r com­
in.,. f rom a nothet· tate an rl adop ting, onr 
idea. ·, J think the offi cial. of our clepart­
mrn t a re de erving of com mendatio n for 
th man n r in whi ch th y h11 Yr ra rrif'd ou t 
their du ties. 

Tn m any way s  th o Fo res ts nc oa rtm cn t is 
pioneering- fore. try de veloJ mpn t  on ne w 
a nd ori �i n a l  l i n es. Th i. mca.ns that a l l  
pha s('i; o f  p m-cti cr h a ve to he C'a refu l l . v ex ­
a mhl cd to te t thei r effectivrn Pss a n <l n p w  
,meth o clc; c>vol ved to meet r ha n !!'. i n !? l'o n , l  i ­
tions .  O u t  of th is  resea rch w o r k  o n  t h e>  
si h· i cult n r a l . ·icle ,  a n u m bel' o f  i m r ,0 1:t a n t  
d i �co vcr i es h a v e  a l ready eme 1·gccl . a n cl on
the ntil isntion si rle conside ra b le  ) JP, ] p  haR 
hecn gi ven to the sa w mi lling i ml u�try in 



the llliltter of improved sawmilling prac­
t ice, better easoniug methods, and tand­
a.rdi:scd grarling rule . 

FlRDWOOD AND MINING TIMBER. 
During i-eccnt yeal's the expansion of the 

goldminin"' i.lldustry in area where the 
pastora l indu ti ')' i established has given 
ri:e to a confl ict of intere -ts between fire­
wood and min i.11 0--t imber getters and pas­
toral i ts. The mine 1"Cqnire timber for the 
purpos , of fuel and for timberi.llg in shafts · 
the pastol'afrts need trees for shade and for 
top-feed during drough conditions and tim­
ber fo l ' m· l l s, fences and buildin!ffl. The de­
partment has been successful in bringing 
theS(' conf:l ictiug i nterest to<>'ether, and 1 
gather that the decision reached is eminently 
satisfa<:tory to both parties, each of them 
rccognun that the other ha:s rights in the 
matter of the e natural resources. When I 
tel l  meutbers that ha lf-a-million tons of fire­
wood i u cd on the gold.fields each year, 
they wil l appreciate what a laro-e number of 
trees have to be cut to pe1·mit of the industry 
bein"' canied on. Fl'Om the standpoint of 
fuel , the interc ·t of the mining industry 
must be con errnd. A lono-e- ranO'e policy ha 
been adopted, aud although the industry bus 
b<'en cuni <l 01 1  for 401 years, resources of 
timbrr arP t i l l  available for its use. 

GROWING NATIONAL ASSET. 
The <>'enera l  po ition may be ummecl up  

by  _ t a  t it1.,. that, during the pa.st 20  yeai-s, 
forestry in Western Ausb:alia has emerged 
from u po i tion of complete neglect to one 
of the mo t important functions of "'Ovcrn­
ment organised on sound and economical 
l ine . The gr at chano-e that bas been
wrought in our forest estate bas been helped
to a very considerable extent by the generous
grant from State and Commonweal th rel ief
fund but thi e.'\:pencliture in addition to
providing .bral tby work for the unemployed
-1,500 were employeit at the peak period­
has created a in· at and growing nationnl
as et which. in  the cour. e of yeru:s, wil J  pro­
vide an ever-w idening field for indu h-inl
activ ities. W hope th ti.me is not far dt�­
tant when we slrnil see fnctorie establi h d
to eonw1t the thi nnings from our fore t
i J1to pul p  and cel lulose products £01· the
manufacture of paper, cellophane, artificial
· i lk and  simi lar  a rticles. This work of con­
,erting the product i. n to marketable com­
moitities is  hei " carried on in collabomti.on

5 

with the l<'or •;t · Products La boratory e tab­
Ji hed b · the Commonwealth in Melbourne. 
This is a po ·. ible development to whieh the 
GoY rnment is giving careful attention.. In 
t ime I am sure that the timber resource� of 
tllis Sta te \\·i l l  be utili ed for paper makiug 
and al l ied industries. 

Wheu in tlle Eastern States I hacl an 
opportunity to visit the new paper mil l 
establi:hed about 100 miles south-ca t of 
Melbourne. A lru:gc factory has been bu i lt 
that wi l l  make Victoria almo t independent 
of i lD)portations of paper. 

Mi. ampson : It will be mn!'h n ppre­
ciated novr. 

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS : Yes . 
That factory was not established to manu­
facture w1· it ina paper ; a branch of the in­
dustry for that pnrpose exist in Bumie, 
Tasmania . Awa:v out in the forests is a 
facto1-y with about 300 employees eno-agerl 
in the manufnct1we of printin"' pa pe1· . Here 
is an industry e tabli bed i.u what was nn 
unsettled disb-ict in Enst Gipp,-laud. 

FOREST FINANCE. 
fo rc1· iewina the immeus amount  of work 

done by the depat·hnent and the as. et that i 
bei ng built up for the State, the pub l ic might 
wel l  wonder where all the money comes 
from. Mo t members are aware tha t under 
the Fore t Act pa s cl in 1918, provi:i on wa. 
made for three-fifth of the net revenue of 
the department in every financial yrar to be 
pla ed to the credit of a special acco1u1t at 
the Trea nry known a th refore tation 
fund. Money from this ·ource has been the 
cl1ief n:�ans of enabling us to procecrl with 
our refore tatiou work on ystematic l ine. 
for the last 20 years. Previou. to th pai:;s­
ing of that le.,.islation, every l)Cnny that  
coulr1 be e.,iracted from the timber j ndu. try 
was paid  into Consolidated Revenu<'. :roth­
i ng was put back into the industrv ; no con­
s rva tion was undertaken. Thf' e�cnditure 
from the fund la . t year runount<>d to £49,760, 
and there is a credit balance in hand. 

The expcnditme on pine plan inE; through ­
out has been a charge on loan fund ; a n d  
whet· money ha been pro1·ided from State 
loan fund  intere t and . iukii1g fund 
h ave been charged to th reforestati on fund 
b fore the thrne-fifths was taken fo1· forestry 
purpose . The other two-fifth�, of course. 
o-oes into rev nue.



ASSISTANCE TO TUraER INDUSTRY. 

To meet d i fl i <'n l t  trade conditions arising 
ont of the depr , siou aud to explore new 
murket· for Western Austra l ian hardwoods, 
th<' G ornmm 0nt in 1931 arra nged that the 
F re t:;: Depnrtment and Rai l ways Depart­
ment ·hou ld act in unison in assisting the 
t imber indu. h-,v . That iud ustry, from the 
e:-.7 orting o i 11t of view, almo t went out of 
exi tence, and in order to cheapen co t an 1 
c1 1 courage e:,q1ort . a 20 per <'ent. rebate of 
royal ty 011 log timb •r obtained from Crown 
land was ma de. This rebate wa continued 
u nti l the ,lli;t December, 1937, wben i t  w11 s 
reduced to 16 per cent.  under an arrange­
m,•n t, for a gradual reduction on a sl iding 
sca le  over a period of four years. Unfortu­
nately, pro, p erous t imes for the industry
came to a n  end, a nd we discontinnecl the
grad ua l rf'ducti on .  At present the rebate on
royaltie,; and · rail way freights is about 12
p r cent. Further assistance was given from 
the 1st J uly, 1934, by way of a special rebate
of 5s. per l oad on sawn timber from Crown 
l ands exported beyond Australia . This 
sp cial rC'bate was reduced in Ju ly, 1936 ,  
to 2s. 6d . pe1· load, and was discontinued 
i n  December 1-936. A r bate of 25 p1'1· 
rent. on inspection fees on s awn timber ap­
proved in 1931 and exten ded in 1933 to 
i nclude h ewn timber for export is still in 
oneration.  Rebates on royaltie and inspec­
tion fees a l lowed to the 30th Ju ne la t 
amounted to .£156 ,147 . That  amount  re­
p resen ts th<' rebate over the ei "'h t year . 
Simil ar a.c; istancc ha been rend ered by the 
Railway Dep artment which , in Jul y 1931, 
g-ranted a rebate of 12½ p er rent. on rail ­
way freigh ts on sa. wn tim ber for ex port. 
When any GoYe rnment departmen t gi ves 
o way 1•ey nue, the result  i reflected i n  the 
finances of the S tate, an d th is is o ne of th e
reasons why the Railway D ep a r tment has 
experienued diffi culty in making en ds meet .
If rebates a rc taken off and d educt io ns ar r 

n llo wed . it is ,·<'1-y d iffi cu l t to have th em re­
stored when an in du. try g ts i nto tronhl <• . 

;:\fr . .J. , mitb : Do not y ou thi nk  l'<'• 
bn tes in this in. tance n re warrn n ted '! 

The MINISTER FOR FOR ESTS : Re­
ductions in railway freights and ta.'-ation, 
r duction in other charf?'eS such as stam p 
dutie and in o ther direction s, ai·e al l wa!'­
ran ted but. i f  th<'.Y a1·e al lowed no mori r:v 
i,; ieft in the T1·eas1wy. 

Mr. .J. H. , m W1 : The timbl'r i n ilnstry 
shoulcl not have been exploited . 
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'.rbe Ml.J: l TEI{ FOR FORE 1', : A 
g-ood deal b m; heeu done for it . 

Hon .  C. G. Latham : It has provided a 
great dea l of revenue. 

The :MINISTE R, JlOR FORE ST : es. 
'l'Jie i ndustry is vaying co11side1·ably towards 
t he co nservation of supplies so that it may 
hi' rn niecl 01 1  i J 1defi nitC'ly . The total l'ebate 
on timbe1 ·  freights a Uowecl np to the 30th 
J une last was £12-1-,000. I think the industry 
was worth it .  " e would b a.Ye beeu in gl'Catei· 
tronhll' regardi ng em plo>,neut but for the 
fact that the timb •r i nd u  tl'V wa able to 
pro,· ide II consi derab le  a mount of remun e:ra­
tive wo 1·k for the people of the State. 

Hon.  C ,  G. Latham : And the Federal 
Gornrnme n t  h el 1  ed the State with that work. 

The MINI STER F OR FOREST : I 
h11 1'e said �o. We have ereated an asset 
represented by 10 ,000 or 1 1 ;000 acres of pine 
fores ts that w i ll fetch a great deal of money 
as tim goes 0 1 1 ,  say in 10 or 15 years. 

R
E

VENUE. 

The estima tes fo1· the co min"' year call 
for ve ry l ittl e in  the way of detailed infor­
mation. The revenue of the Fo rests Depal·t­
ment  la st year was £145 ,000 considerably 
l owe1· than it was for the previous year 
owing to the fewer sl eeper ord ers from over­
seas , an d the fal ling- off in sandalwood ex­
port due to the Jap anese operations in 
China .  The Govern ment has co-ope r ated 
wi th both industries in seeki no- to meet their 
diffi culti e , and some measurn of succes bas 
resu l ted .  First of all the Minist r for Agri ­
cu lture paid a visit to Ceyl on , to deal with 
fr uit, the frni t  fly p est , and to inquire into 
forestry o perati ons. Th at was foll owed by 
a visit on the part of the Conser\1ator of 
Fores ts . Shortly afterwarcls W este1·n Aus­
tralia obtained an order for 150,000 sl eepers. 
�ince then fu rther v isi ts to Ceyl on l1ave been 
pa id hy ou r forestry ex perts. and thcs h ave 
1·rsnl tcd i n  ftll'ther considerable orders for 
,;l ee 1w r� being obtained for W estem Aus­
tra l in . Th ere wa., serious dang-er that we 
won l c1  be su pplanted altogeth er by th 
Douglas  Fir tmdc of annda , who e specia l 
type of 1 ,leeper that is used iJ1 damp 
ar<'as seem ed to be a dvantageous to the 
Ceylon GoveTnment from the standpoint of 
1wioe om parnd with our own jaTI'ah supplil's. 
Br •rau, ·e of the 1·ep1·esentations made on our 
br im 1 f. 11 nd the exp<>1-imen� tl1at werC' carriNl 
ou t: we uccrcdrc1 in maintaining at least 



half of the sleeper trade, and this in a. few 
. ears' time wil] amount to many thou ands 
of pounds. 

A DIFFICULT PERIOD. 

The tirnhe 1· i11dustry is pa�sing through 
a difl1cult P<'riod. There will be all the dis­
location can ·c 1 by war, the dislocntion of 
'hipping etc. The Forests Department, in 

conjunction with the saw milling firms and 
timber using im'lustries about two weeks ago 
had a conference at which I presided. All 
concerned are co-operating with a view to 
retaining fot· W stern Australia a co.nsider­
ablc amount of the e:irpo1·t trade we have en­
joyed for many years. We hope to obtain 
.·ullicieut orrlers to keep the industry going 
in a profitable nun-ket. The expenditure 
eluu·ged ng·ai11st onsolidated Re,·enue Inst 
year was £29 215, an inc1·ea e of ubout 
£740 compared with the oorrespon<ling period 
of the year beforr. This was due principally 
to increases iu salarie::1 on account of the new 
classification and the basic wage increases. 
The figur • t!Ol'er,, the administrative co ts of 
the Department, the revenue-producing acti­
vitie such as timber inspection and 1·efores-

'I 

tation work being charged against the re• 
fore tatiou fund. Particulars of the expe11-
11iture propo ·ed from this source have been 
lnid npon the Table of the House and '\Yill 
hll cm·crc<l by item,; in thQ Appropriation 
Bill. 

1 ha,·p t•11dcavom·t1d Lo gil'C memhcm, some 
iclea of the actil·ities of the Forests Depart­
ment and have dealt with what it i doing on 
the scientific ,tud practical sides, the measure 
of a sistauce rendered to it, the importance 
of the industry- to Western Australia, and 
the fact that the industry is not leaning on 
the State for all moneys for conservation 
and fi.re-fighling, but is providing out of 
revenue recei,,ecl a £and designed to keep 
Ull' i11du ·fry going, to conserve the forests, 
and carry 011 the .-ilvicnltural and regenera,. 
tion prngra1111ne, etc. Now, 20 years after 
the oricrinal Act was passed, the timber in­
du,;hy ha. been placed in a. position wherl', 
in.�tead of heing II mpidly diminishing asset, 
its fntttl'C can he . aid to extend into per­
petuity, and it will always remain a source 
of potential wealth to Western Australia and 
be carried on greatly for the benefit of the 
State, I hope, forever. 
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