1/6/23, 12:36 PM Proposed South Coast Marine Park Newsletter: CRC Meeting One Communique, 2021

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

View this email in your browser

DOVERNMENT OF
W AT AT

PROPOSED SOUTH COAST MARINE PARK

The Government of Western Australia acknowledges the traditional owners throughout Western
Australia and their continuing connection to the land, waters and community. We pay our respects
to all members of the Aboriginal communities and their cultures; and to Elders past, present and
emerging.

In particular, DBCA and DPIRD acknowledge the traditional owners and native title holders in the
study area for the proposed south coast marine park; the Esperance Nyungars, Wagyl Kaip
Southern Noongar, Ngadju People, and WA Mirning People.

Community Reference Committee for the
proposed south coast marine park

Meeting One Communique

15-16 December 2021, Esperance Civic Centre

The Community Reference Committee (CRC) for the proposed south coast marine park (PSCMP) held its
inaugural meeting on 15-16 December in Esperance.

The meeting was attended by traditional owner joint management partners (Esperance Tjaltjraak Native
Title Aboriginal Corporation), Sector Advisory Group (SAG) Chairs, and staff from the departments of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) and Primary Industries and Regional Development
(DPIRD). The CRC is chaired by Hon Francis Logan.

The Welcome to Country was conducted by Doc Reynolds and Donna Beach, who spoke to a desire to

see a marine park across the Recherche and shared an inspiring video of their ranger operations in the
marine area around Esperance.
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also emphasised the transparent community consultation process that Government has committed to.

DCBA and DPIRD officers explained the roles of agencies under their respective legislation (Conservation
and Land Management Act 1984 and Fish Resources Management Act 1994), emphasising the
collaborative approach to the planning process between the two agencies that also includes traditional

owners as proposed joint management partners.

The focus of discussion in the first meeting included:

¢ CRC member familiarisation with one another and their experiences and backgrounds

e background to the proposal and key biological, cultural and sustainable use criteria to be applied in
making decisions about the marine park boundary

o familiarisation with the marine park planning process

¢ background information on key industries and activities including recreational fishing and

commercial fishing.

The CRC also heard from Sector Advisory Group (SAG) chairs about the nature and value of their
industry or sector. This included marine transport, recreational fishing, commercial fishing, tourism,
conservation organisations, marine science/research, and local environmental and climate action forum.

The study area for the proposed marine park extends from Bremer Bay to the South Australian/Western
Australian border. A key challenge for the committee has been to reach a position to recommend a
proposed marine park boundary. Early confirmation of a boundary is a prerequisite for more detailed
planning. While no recommendation was made, discussion ensued about the pros and cons of the DBCA
proposed boundary. Members requested additional information and felt the need to hold further
discussions within their respective communities. The CRC will confirm its recommendation on the
proposed boundary in its second meeting, which is scheduled for March 2022.

Hon Fran Logan
Chair, Community Reference Committee
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Top: Southern right whales by Dave and Fiona Harvey
Left to right: Sea star by Peter Nicholas. Boat by Black Jack Charters. Snorkelling at Woody Island by Tourism WA. Leafy
seadragon by Peter Nicholas. Fishing on the south coast by Tourism WA
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