
Newsletter of the POVG-The Perth Observatory Volunteers' Group Inc. 

A verv busv month 
tor the Perth Observatorv 

Last March was one of the busiest months 
ever undertaken at Perth Observatory, and 
could not have been managed without 
the help of many of the volunteer group. 
Some of the events we have covered are: 

Summer Lecture 
10 volunteers rolled up to help out Over 
170 people attended what was one of the 
best lectures ever, given by Ray Norris of 
CSIRO. Afternoon rain dampened the lawns 
and raised Peter's blood pressure as we 
toyed with a change of venue. However, the 
Sun came ou½ and although it was quite 
cold, the whole event went off very well. As a 
new feature, we opened the telescopes after­
wards, and this was well received by the 
masres, who were still lining up at 10:30pm. 

Planetarium Opening 
8 vollies and 5 staff attended the initial 
screening at this terrific venue. The all new 
digital system can do wonderful things, and 
is quite breathtaking. The staff at Scitech -
Jacquii Milner is now one of them !! - are 
still learning how to use i½ and they \vill be 
using prerecorded programs as well. Peter & 
Janet from the Obs attended the official 
opening on April 5, with red carpe½ various 
VIPs, as well as a smattering of politicians 
and their hangers on. 

Muscular Dystrophy Association Walk 
Was held on a stinking hot afternoon and 
was very disappointing. The hottest day of 

the year kept people away, and only around 
300 turned up to walk the bridges with the 
kids in wheelchairs. 

The Byford Japanese night 
Saw Perth Obs staff and 10 volunteers enter­
tain 397 japanese tourists with 10 telescopes 
in a paddock from 11pm until 2am on 
March 2&'9. This was truly a Volunteer and 
staff effo~ as the Observatory did not have 
sufficient .resourms to cover requirements. 
We hired a bus, used all the telescopes we 
could muster, and eventually got to bed 
pretty much at dawn. Several had to attend 
day jobs as well, although many took the 
day off. 

Dave tried out his Internet Japanese les­
sons to good eff~ Val coped well with the 
diSll'iter of having her power lead pulled out 
mid stream, while the rest of us smiled and 
pointed a lot. The green pointers were terrif­
ic for this. Quite a lot of them laid on their 
backs in the dark just looking at the starts. 
The occasional meteor was met with many 
ohhaahhs. 

Astrofest 
Finally, the Astrofest on April 3 was clouded 
out Held at 1i:inity on a hot humid after­
noon and evening, this was pretty much a 
flop, as cloud during the day meant people 
stayed away, and even though it cleared a 
little after daik, it was too little too late. 
Astrofest has been successful in past years, 
but the last 2 have been diSll'iters. 

In this issue: 

Observatory Visitors 
As well as all these events, there were almost 
000 night visitors on 22 tours in March as 
well as 400 day visitors on 15 day tours. 
Thank goodness we now have Rick Tonello 
on board - although he has been working 
on his own for much of the month doing 
astronomy field nights at places like 
Beacon. 

Praise for Pantagraph 
Finally, Greg & Peter entertained a group of 
12 frail and aged people in late March, 
using the pantagraph. Several were in 
wheelchairs, the rest probably should have 
been, and they were taken up to the tele­
scopes by bus. One was 92, the only man in 
the group was 94, and the rest were all over 
75. It was a really good evening, given the 
restrictions these folk have. The panta­
graph is really a useful tool !! 

Th~ to Staff & Vollies 
Thanks to all the volunteers who have 
assisted us over the summer. 

I tell you, Easter never looked so good !! 

Peter Birch. Acting Director: 
Astronomy is Looking up !! 

POVG Meeting Minutes Phases ol the Moon 
DATES AND TIMES: Vollie Training/Meeting Nights 

Aslronomv news & euents tor April/Mav: Moon Eclipse at the Obserualorv 
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-2003~04 Cbai11erun's Re11n 

TIIE YEAR IN REVIEW - 2003-04 
Chainnan's report to the Perth Observatory 
Volunteer's Group 

As the 2003-200401:iserving Season 
draws to a close, so the Vollies Group looks 
to its Annual General Meeting, and the 
coming quieter Wmter period. 

The year did not seem to be as active as 
.the previous couple, and it could perhaps.be 
regarded as one more of consolidation, with 
no major purchases and unveilings. 
Howevei; I believe we can be quite comfort­
able in that iL has been succes.5ful as far as 
providing our support to the Observatory 
and helping to introduce many of the pub­
lic into the wonders and awe of the night 
skies. 

One highlight for the year was the close 
approach of Mars, and the great impetus 
that astronomy had. We felt it through the 
very early and strong start to the yeai; and. 
this led to records, both in numbers of visi­
tors and in our commitment to -volunt.eer­
ing. 

The major downturn was the loss of 
founding and extremely energetic 
Chairman Treroi; now in greener Oiterally) 
pastures in the Mother Country. Treror was 
an eminently suitabfe inaugural Chairman, 
with the enthusiasm, drive and vision to put 
our Group on a flan path. I believe that the 
Group oweshim a big debt of thanks for all 
he did. Another departure ofnote was that 
of Tom Smith, "worlcer" a1 the Observatory 
who was always a friendly face and a helper 
with ideas and supporter of the Vollies. 
To help with the volunteering, we had a 
number of most-welcome new vollies; 
Treror Beardsmore, Guiseppe Qoe) Coletti; 
Dave Emrich, Don Hartley, ErinLaloi; 
Elaine Walkei; and Mail 7.angerer. Hope 

you all feel welcome and a part of our 
group. 

Peter-Birch,- in ihe ah.ence of Jamie 
Biggs, ha<. already commented upon the sta­
llstics for the year al our March Vollies 
Meeting. It is worth re-itera1ing some of his 
numbers, preliminary though they are until 
the season is completed. 

To the end of February, total number of. 
visitors was 5235, bettering the previous best 
year (2001-02) of 3889, and indicatingthal 
the total number of visitors for this year 
could be over 1200 more than the previous 
best The reason for this being largely 
through the season getting off to a huge 
start with 1500 or so a1tending in August to 
October to observe Mars, a period thal in 
previous yean, has seen only a handful of 
people. {Note: figures not shown) . 

Figure 1 shows the progressive numbers 
for the past three years. How did that con­
tribute to the vollies efforts? Figure 2 shows 
tha1 for .the September quarter, the number 
of hours the volli<S gave -were double tha1 of 
the p~ous years, (sorry thal .I do .not .have 
fi~ ~ thal quarter - we will have to 
await mfriction of the data for the rest of 
the season, but it should be a good conlri­
blltion to the operation of the Observatory. 

One of the goals of the previous yea.rs 
Wa<. to achieve greater numbers of visitors 
With disabilities. We have seen a number 
thisycac 

Vollies have been seen helping to assist 
them in the ~khairs. Using the panto­
graph and helping them to manoeuvre to 
get a clear look al the stars. Thanks to John 
Morris for assisting in this. 

One purchase we made was the buying 
of two more Jarrah benches for the viewing 
area. These have been well used on the 
nights. 

SPEClll ANN0UNCEIIDl'f: 

The Observatory exp~ its thanks to 
· the \bllies in giving -many of us a visit to 
New Norcia, tolocik through the European 
Space Agency's deep space tracking and 
communications facility, and to enjoy lunch 
in the historic hotel in the town. Thirty two 

vollies and staff attended to experience 'Toe 
Dish", and :the feeling how the rain ran off 
the superstructure in very large drops! 

A number of other events were attended, 
either as part ohhe audienre or helping 
Oh5ervatory staff lo present al events, such 
as the Summer Lecture, with: 

- Ray Norris talking bout The Void al the 
End of the Universe; 

- Don Kurtz at his talk on the Music of 
the Spheres; 

- Astrofest; 
- helping over 300 Japanese to enjoy our 

views of the ski<S at Byford, using vollies' 
own telescopes to cope with the numbers. 

And on looking into the future, we have 
the forthcoming "off" season .to regroup our 
ideas and work out where we are going .. We 
have the promise of the trip by a small 
number lo the Shoemaker Impact Structure 
and other impact sites in Septembei: 
Questions I would like to pose to members 
are: Whal do-we want?,, Where-are we 
going?, What can we do to help ourselves 
and to help the Observatory in providing 
-improved experiences of the viewing of our 
night skies?. 

-Evenmorefundamentally, "Is there a 
need for. a grand plan"?, or "Are we SUCc 

ceeding really well by continuing to just 
help the Observatory reveal to our fellow 
Perthites the m~ls of our night skies. 

Mike Freeman. Chainnan. April-2004. 

JlilUSII WIICIUhe 11111·.ecliase If tbe· .■111 .111rau1ba .1etesc■e. 
Perlh-0llserv111rv .(■av 51~ 

On the MORNING of May 5, . the Moon will 
pass through the Earth's shadow. It STarts at ·-

0151; middle at 0430,.ends.after sunup. 
Details are all in the handbook on p 59. 
The Observatory•will be open for all volun­
teers and their families etc to come along 
and watch through telescopes. 

BYO everything.Please RSVP 
Peter or Greg that you are coming. 
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PIii ■111111: ■llates 

Perth Observatory Volunteer Group Inc 
Minutes of Meeting: Mardi 15 2004. 

Present B.Hollebon. R.Boelen. D.Emrich. 
].Milner. T.Beardsmore. E.Walker. T.~. 
M.Haslam. L.Robinson. M.Frooman. 
].Morris. P.Birch. G.Lowe. A.Williams 

Apologies. A.McNaughton. L.Bell. 
S.Schediwy. G.Colletti. J.Bell. R.Tonello. 
EBilki. V.Smith. V.Semmler. E.Cowlisha\\t 
J.Alcroft. 

Confirmation of minutes. Agreoo a,; a true 

and correct record. Moved T.Beardsmore 
Seconded T.Beston. 

Business Arising from the Minutes. None 

Treasurers Report. 
The Financial remains unchanged with 
$21033 in the account 

General Business. Cllainnan M.Freeman 
stated that he had 7 people confinned for 
the Impact Craters trip. There 13 more seats 
available, deposits 'M>Uld be required to be 
paid early in June. 
The Minutffi showed that la'it year the A.G.M 
was held on March 31st and 28 days notice 
was required to be given to all members, 
Notice is hereby given that the A,G,M for 
this will be at the next meeting on April 
19th. 
P.Birch reported the Japa.ne9l Star Viewing 
night would be on Sunday 28th March, 

members attending should be at the 
Observatory by 8pm to travel by Bus to the 
site in Byford. 

P.Birch stated that preparatiom 'Mire being 
made to have an Observatory Web site , it 
was Moved D.Emridl, seconded M.Ha'ilam 
that the Camera's belonging to the 
Volunteer Group could be used ,if required. 
P.Birch thanked all members who 3$lsted 

at the Lecture night, which despite the cold 
weather was very succesffi.d. He then showed 
members on the Screen details of the two 

Comets due in April, one of which should be 
at Magnitude 4. This was followed by some 
statistie5 on Tour attendances and the 
amount of time given by \blunteers in 
meving those figures. The total hours for 
each 
Volunteer are frn:warded to c.A,L.M. for 
inclusion in their Annual Report and entitle 
those meving a certain level a Free Pass 
into all National Parb. 
A. Williams then showed a short film , 
demonstrating the Launch of the Mars 
Landers and how they operated once they 
reached the surfaOl of Mars. 

There being no further General Business the 
meeting closed at 824pm. 

Next Meeting April 19th 
7.00pm .. A.G.M 

PIIISES IF 111 ■Ill Fii 2114 IWI n■o 
New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Last Quarter 

Jan 7 23:40 Jan 15 12:46 

Jan 22 05:0S Jan 29 14:03 Feb 6 16:47 Feb 13 21:40 

Feb 20 17:18 Feb28 11:24 Mar 7 07:14 Mar 14 05:01 

May19 12:52 May27 15:57 JlJ'l 3 12:19 JlJ'l 10 04:02 

JlJ'l 18 04:27 JlJ'l 26 03:08 Jul 2 19:()9 Jul 9 15:33 

Jul 17 19:24 Jul 25 1137 Aug 1 02:0S Aug 8 06:01 

Aug 16 09:24 Aug23 18:12 Aug30 10:22 Sep 6 23:10 

Sep 14 22:29 Sep21 23:53 Sep 28 21 :00 Oct 6 18:12 

Oct 14 10:48 Oct21 05:59 Oct28 11:07 Nov 5 13:53 

Nov 12 22:27 Nov19 13:50 Nov27 04:07 Dec 5 08:53 

Dec 12 09:29 Dec 19 00:40 Dec26 23:06 
http-✓'--""'-gov.au/pert~mn03.htm 

Training is important for our \'Ol­
unteers, they enjoy it and we need to 
support these staff members in return 
for the assistance they render. 

Generally, dee tlaining nights 
are sdieduled for 7tm the Monday 
after the week of LB Quarter. 

This list is also displayed on the 
volunteer noticeboard. 

Your cooperation is appreciated. 
Jamie Bi~. Govt ~omer 

Mayl7 
Jun 14 

Jul 12 

Aug9 
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Perth Ollserva1Irv 1I1un1eers GrIuI Inc. 

OllstMDl'J"S IOlUITW 
lctlvt lemller LIST 

Jeff Alcroft 

Dick Alderson 

Jeanne Bell 
Tremr Beardsmore 

Lyall Bell 

Frank Bilki 

Tony Beston 

RicBoelen 

Eve Cowlishaw 

Giuseppe Coletti 

David Emrich 

Keith Ford 

Marcel Fortsch 

Mike Freeman 

Lynda Frewer 

Bevan Harris 

Don Hartley 

Mark Haslam 

Bert Hollebon 

Karen Koll.e 

Erin Lalor 

Vic Levis 

Rob Loney 

Andrew MacNaughtan 

Len Marlin 

Jacquie Milner 

John Morris 

Lloyd Robinson 

Sascha Schcdiwy 

Val Semmler 

Vera Smith 

Patricia 'fumer 

Elaine Walker 

Sandra Walker 

Mat.thew Zengerer 

Dr Jamie Big~ 
Peter Birch 
Ralph Martin 

Dr Andrew Williams 
Rick Tanello 
Greg Lowe 
Janel Bell 
Di Johns 
Arie Vern!er 
John Pea.rm 
Marc Appelhof 

Mike Freeman 
Karen Kolll.e 
John Morris 
Bevan Harris 

Jeff Alcroft 

Pel9 orasernterv Staff 
Director and Govt Astronomer 
Astronomer 
Astronomer 
Astronomer 
Astronomer Assistant 
Astronomer Assistant 
Administration Officer 
Clerical Officer 
Technical manager 
Mechanical technician 
Maintenance Person/Cleaner 

POIC 111111eers 
Chairperson 
Vice Olairper.;on 
Secretary 
Treasurer and newsgroup moderator 
(contact: ngc2070@bigpond.com) 

Editor (contact: callides@iincl.nel.au) 
or through newsgroup 

HAVE YOU JOINED 
THE VOlllE NEWSGROUP YEP. 

If you've got any news, information or pie simply post them 
on the newsgroup for all (newsgroup members only) 

to enjoy or respond to. To join simply send your 
email address to Bevan Harris at: 

ngc2070@bigpond.com 

To unsubscribe send an email to: 
perthobsvollies-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.au 

To modify your subscription, visit the group website at: 
http//au.groups. yahoo.com/my groups 

PERTH OBSERVATORY 
337 Walnut Road, Bickley WA 6076 

httpJ /www.wa.gov.au/perthobs 
Perth Observatory Volunteers"Group 
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