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HAS ORBITER FOUND NASA'S

LOST MARS POLAR LANDER?
NASAs Mars Polar Lander disappeared as it
arrived at the Red Planet inDecember 1999.
Lacking any telemetry from the spacecraft,
investigatorscould not pin-point with great
certainty what caused the failure. Now, the-
otbiting Mars Global Surveyor satellite has
apparently discovered thecrash site.
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CASSINI SHOWS AMAZING
1CY MOONS OF SATURN
A scene straight out of science fiction, this
fantastic view showsSaturn’s moon’s Mimas,
Dione and Rhea, on the far side of Saturn’s
nearlyedge-on rings.
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seen elsewhere on Titan, but are justat the
limits of resolution of the images — too

close to identify theirtrue nature,
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SATURN’S MOON TITAN IS COMPLEX
‘ANTI-GREENHOUSE'

This natural color image shows Titan’s
upper atmosphere — an active placewhere
methane molecules are being broken apart
by solar ultraviolet lightand the byproducts
combine to form compounds like ethane
and acetylene. The haze preferentially scat-
ters blue and ultraviolet wavelengths
oflight, making its complex layered struc-
ture more easily visible at theshorter wave-
lengths used in this image.
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MARS ROVER FINDS ITSELF

DITCHED IN SANDY TERRAIN
NASA's rover Opportunity has spun its
wheels in a small dune, promptingextensive
testing on Earth to determine how to get the
craft freed.

SCIENTISTS DISCOVER PLUTO KIN IS
MEMBER OF SATURN FAMILY
Saturn’s battered little moon Phoebe is an
interloper to the Saturn systemfrom the
deep outer solar system, scientists have con-
cluded.
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CHANNELS ON TITAN?
It's hard not to speculate about the origins
of the narrow, dark featuresseen in Cassini's
new images of Titan's surface. They tanta-
lize theviewer, resembling the dark channels

MARS EXPRESS RADAR

PACKAGE TO BE DEPLOYED
The European Space Agency’s Mars Express
otbiter will soon deploy itsradar instrument
for the first time. The instrument is
designed to lookbelow the surface of Mars
for different layers of material, most
notablywater.

ROCK HOUNDS SLEUTH RISE

OF EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE”
CSI-like” techniques, used on minerals, are
revealing the steps that ledto evolution of
the atmosphere on Earth. Studies over the
last five yearshave led to a growing consen-
sus by the scientific community of whathap-
pened to produce the protective ozone layer
and atmosphere on ourplanet.
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CASSINI CAPTURES SW1SS-CHEESE
LOOK AT SATURN MOON

An image of Saturny’s small moon,
Epimetheus, was captured by the
Cassinispacecraft in the closest view ever
taken of the pockmarked body.Epimetheus
is irregularly shaped and dotted with soft-
edged craters. Themany large, softened
craters on Epimetheus indicate 2 surface
that isseveral billion years old.
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"'WONDERFUL' STAR REVEALS
ITS HOT NATURE

For the first time an X-ray image of a pair
of interacting stars has beenmade by NASA'S
Chandra X-ray Observatory, The ability to
distinguishbetween the interacting stars -
one a highly evolved giant star and theother
likely a white dwarf - allowed a tearn of sci-
entists to observe anX-ray outburst from the
giant star and find evidence that a bridge of
hotrnatter is streaming between the two
stars.

COMET-BOUND DEEP IMPACT
SPACECRAFT SPOTS ITS TARGET
Sixty-nine days before it gets up-close-and-
personal with a comet, NASA'sDeep Impact
spacecraft successfully photographed its
quarry, comet Tempel1, at a distance of 39.7
million miles. '

ORGANIC MATERIALS SPOTTED HIGH
ABOVE TITAN'S SURFACE

During its closest flyby of Saturn’s moon
Titan earlier this month, theCassini space-
craft found that the outer layer of the thick,
hazyatmosphere is brimming with complex
hydrocarbons. Scientists believe thatTitan's
atmosphere may be a laboratory for study-
ing the organic chemistrythat preceded life
and provided the building blocks for life on
Earth.
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Present.
T Beardsmore. D.Shearer. G.Lowe. ] Morris.
M Freeman. A Mcnaughton

J.Bell. E.Walker. A.Williams. L.Martin,
1.Baran. N.Townsend. ] Alcroft. M.Haslam.

N.Townsend. D.Alderson. T.Roberts.
R.Boelen. B.Harris. K Ford. L.Robinson.

Apologies.
T. Beston. G.Coletti. V.Semmler. R.Loney.
K Kotze. L.Bell. R.Tonelli. D.Emrich.

Gonfirmation of Minutes.
Moved J Alcroft. Seconded L Martin

Business Arising .
Nil
1. Amendments to the Constitution,

M.Freeman explained in detail the proposed
changes and distributed copies of the
changes to all members , in essence the
alterations would enable the Volunteer
Group to accept Donations or Bequests with-
in the terms spelt out by the changes and
enable the Donor to claim the donation as a
Tax Deduction. The alterations to the
Constitution must be forwarded to the Dept
of Fair Trading for their approval.

The Motion that the matter be put to the
Vote was Moved by L.Martin. seconded
B.Harris. The result was 15 in favour, none
against.

SCIENTISTS TRACK COLLISION OF POW-
ERFUL STELLAR WINDS

Astronomers have tracked the motion of a
violent region where the powerfulwinds of
two giant stars slam into each other. The
collision region movesas the stars, part of
binary pair, orbit each other, and the pre-
cisemeasurement of its motion was the key
to unlocking vital new informationabout
the stars and their winds.
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING

APRIL 4TH 2005

General Business.

M.Freeman reported that he had attended a
worthwhile meeting sponsored by CALM.
and the Swan Trust on the raising of funds
by groups such as ours, it was acknowledged
that numbers attending the night tours
would be down for this season, considerable
discussion took place regarding advertising,
promotion, and metheods to encourage the
public to visit their Observatory, N.Townsend
stated that she had experience in writing
Applications , and in putting out Press
releases to local papers, and was quite will-
ing to assist in this area, members were
encouraged to take a quantity of promo-
tional leaflets, that could be left af libraries
or other suitable locations.

AGM-Chairman’s Report.

Chairman M.Freeman stated that his annu-
al report was on the front page of the
Newsletter, and briefly discussed the main
items , he welcomed the new Volunteers,
and thanked those members elected to the
Committee for their work throughout the
year, with special thanks to J.Alcroft for his
efforts in producing the Newsletter every
month.

] Biggs also expressed the thanks of the
Observatory for the work done by the
Volunteer Group.

Treasurer’s Report.
B.Harris stated that funds at the bank

STRANGE NEW TYPE OF STAR CLUSTER
FOUND IN ANDROMEDA

AU K-ed team of astronomers has discov-
ered a completely new type ofstar cluster
around a neighboring galaxy. The new-
found clusters containhundreds of thou-
sands of stars, a similar number to the so-
called”globular” star clusters which have
long been familiar to astronomers.
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remain unchanged from the previous
month. He briefly outlined the various iterns
of income and expenditure during the vear,
and stated that the accounts would be offi-
cially audited by the next meeting,

Nominations.

There had been no nominations received for
the positions of Chairman ,Vice Chairman,
Secretary. or Treasurer, and all the present
office bearers were willing to sit for another
year,

There being no further business the meeting
closed at 8.25pm.

Next meeting will be on 9th May

SOLUTION FOUND FOR

GREAT PANCAKE MYSTERY?
Scientists may have solved 4 decades-old
puzzle regarding the distributionof the
eleven small satellite galaxies that surround
the Milky Way Cosmological theory predicts
that these galaxies should occupy a large,
nearly spherical halo but observations show
that the satellite galaxieshave a bizarre flat-
tened, pancake-like distribution,
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