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 PREFACE 

Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve is one of the more important 
nature conservation areas along the south coast of Western 
Australia. This importance is based on two factors. 
Firstly, it contains remnant populations of rare fauna and 
flora of which the best known is the Noisy Scrub-bird. 
Secondly, it is a place where considerable research effort 
has been concentrated over almost 30 years; therefore it 
has the potential to serve as a model for development of 
management practices for the region. 
 
This publication had its genesis in 1981 when it was 
proposed to prepare a management plan for the Reserve. 
There was a clear need to prepare a comprehensive 
background document to provide a basis for planning and, at 
the same time, it was recognized that such a document would 
encourage further research. The collation of information 
would also facilitate production of educational and 
interpretive material and thereby engender a greater 
interest in, and understanding of, the nature conservation 
issues of the Reserve and the State in general. 
 
Some of the findings reported here result from studies that 
we began in the 1970s. Because these studies were limited 
in their scope and because of the need to prepare a 
comprehensive document, we actively solicited contributions 
from other people who had relevant knowledge. We wish to 
acknowledge the very willing support and encouragement that 
we received from these people and ultimately, their 
patience while the document was being edited. 
 
Much has changed since the initial decision to begin 
writing a Bulletin on Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve. A new 
Department was established in 1985 to manage nature 
conservation lands and waters, and vesting was formally 
transferred to the National Parks and Nature Conservation 
Authority in 1987. More importantly for the Reserve, new 
discoveries were made about the biota as new people became 
involved with the place. For example, the present Reserves 
Management Officer Alan Danks has continued to record new 
species of birds, since commencing duty in 1985. Management 
issues have also changed, as public pressure has continued 
to increase and the full impact of Phytophthora cinnamomi 
became apparent. The challenge for us as editors was to 
respond positively to these changes without unduly holding 
up publication. 



 
This Special Publication is comprehensive but not 
absolutely complete. It contains a wealth of information 
about Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve that will aid future 
management and research. It will need to be updated in due 
course, so we urge readers to make constructive input so 
that revision is possible. 
 
Finally, we thank the many people who have contributed to 
the diverse studies reported here and to the preparation of 
this Bulletin. The studies were supported by the Western 
Australian Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, now 
incorporated into the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management, by CSIRO, and by a number of individuals. This 
support is gratefully acknowledged. We also thank Jan 
Rayner, Raelene Hick and Jill Pryde for word processing and 
typesetting. Computing support was provided by Mike Choo 
and Paul Gioia. Cartography was by the Mapping Branch, 
Department of Conservation and Land Management and the 
Australian Survey Office, with technical assistance from 
Greg Beeston, Department of Agriculture. Peter Chalmer and 
Roland Taylor of Environmental Drafting Services drafted 
most of the figures and a number of the maps. 
 
 

   A. Danks 
   A.J.M. Hopkins 
   G.T. Smith (Posthumously) 
   Editors 
   November 2000 
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 PREFACE 
 

Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve is one of the more important nature conservation areas 
along the south coast of Western Australia.  This importance is based on two factors. 
Firstly, it contains remnant populations of rare fauna and flora, of which the best known 
are the Noisy Scrub-bird and the Potoroo.  Secondly, it is a place where considerable 
research effort has been concentrated over almost 30 years; therefore it has the potential 
to serve as a model for development of management practices for the region. 
This publication had its genesis in 1981 when it was proposed to prepare a management 
plan for the Reserve.  There was a clear need to prepare a comprehensive background 
document to provide a basis for planning and, at the same time, it was recognized that 
such a document would encourage further research.  The collation of information would 
also facilitate production of educational and interpretive material and thereby engender a 
greater interest in, and understanding of, the nature conservation issues of the Reserve 
and the State in general. 
Some of the findings reported here result from studies that we began in the 1970s. 
Because these studies were limited in their scope and because of the need to prepare a 
comprehensive document, we actively solicited contributions from other people who had 
relevant knowledge. We wish to acknowledge the very willing support and 
encouragement that we received from these people and ultimately, their patience while 
the document was being edited. 
Much has changed since the initial decision to this Special Publication on Two Peoples 
Bay Nature Reserve.  A new Department was established in 1985 to manage nature 
conservation lands and waters, and vesting was formally transferred to the National Parks 
and Nature Conservation Authority in 1987 (now the Conservation Commission). More 
importantly for the Reserve, new discoveries were made about the biota as new people 
became involved with the place.  For example, Gilbert’s Potoroo (Potoroos gilbertii), 
was rediscovered on the reserve in December 1994, more that 100 years after it was last 
seen in Australia. And the Reserves Management Officer up until 1998, Alan Danks, 
continued to record new species of birds, since commencing duty in 1985.  Management 
issues have also changed, as public pressure has continued to increase and the full impact 
of Phytophthora cinnamomi became apparent.  
This Special Publication is comprehensive but not absolutely complete. It contains a 
wealth of information about Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve that will aid future 
management and research.  It will need to be updated in due course, so we urge readers to 
make constructive input so that revision is possible. 
Finally, we thank the many people who have contributed to the diverse studies reported 
here and to the preparation of this Bulletin.  The studies were supported by the Western 
Australian Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, subsequently incorporated into the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management (now Department of Conservation), 
by CSIRO, and by a number of individuals.  This support is gratefully acknowledged.  
We also thank Jan Rayner, Raelene Hick and Jill Pryde for word processing and 
typesetting. Cartography was by the Information Managaement Branch, Department of 
Conservation, the Spatial Resource Information Branch, Department of Agriculture and 



the Australian Survey Office.  Peter Chalmer and Roland Taylor of Environmental 
Drafting Services drafted most of the figures and a number of the maps. 
 
 
           A.J.M. Hopkins 
          G.T. Smith (Posthumously) 
          A. Danks 
           Editors 
          November 2001 
 



Dedication to Graeme Smith for his c25 years of work at Two Peoples Bay Nature 
Reserve on a wide range of elements of the biota – see Demis Saunders for a form of 
words 
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