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°B{~D·rNNIV H.s. 
· J DIDN'T get your paper 

with its provocatiYe 
article by. naturalist 
Vincent S<'rveniy under 
the hratling "Oil Search 
Threatens an Island 
Sanctuary" (D.T., 6/2/i0) 
·until recently. 

1. 
l 

I 
i 
I 

I 
!. 

While I agree in prin- - ---­
ciple with his a1·ticle I 1 

must t-ake exception to 
his generalities reganHng 
Barrow L5land. My quali-
fic::i,tion to dispute t,hese 
is t:hat I am the natural-
ist/ ra-ngel· mentioned in 
his article as being non-
existent. 

I 

Following my report t.o • 
the Explorers Club of · 
New York, January 25, ; 
1967, tile oil ccmpany ! 
concerned (West Aust.ra- · 
lian Pclrolcmn Pty. Ltd. 
or W APET) asked me to . 
submit rec0::mnendation,; 
fat· tota-1 conservation of : 
flor::i, and fauna on t,he . 
island. These were . sub­
mitted and action taken 
in every cas~. 

However, due to t-he 
major publicity in t-he 
area being about recovery 
of oil thei·e excellent ' 
measures ar • not gene-r- · 
ally known. . ; 

In spite of the !act · 
that the oi field was in- . 
creas.ing the wild life, by 

, mid-1969 uninformed 
people were agitating 
again t:hat the oilfield 
ncb:vities were destroyjng i 
the island's unique fauna. 
a!1d fauna. 

In November, 1969, a. 
seven-man expedit ion · 
front Fishelies and 
Fauna Depa.rlment and 
\,Ve,tern Australian Uni­
versity Zoology Depart­
ment went to the island 
to exnmine at first hand 
the situ::i,tion. 

My services were ::i,vail ­
able to ensure tlmt the 
parLy was :;lven every ns ­
sist::in;:e and on Decem­
ber 7, a ::/ . .atcment by the 
Dkeclor 11f Fisheries and 
Fauna ~vl,~s published in 
a local ·,)l,l })Cr, The Sun­
day Time~. 

' . "'- ·---· 

;, 

· R port 
A forma report on t,11e 

expedition is being pre­
pared by Dr. A. A. · Bm-­
bidge, Research Office. 
for Fauna and Fisheries 
and Fauna · Department 
of W.A. and Professor A. 
R. Main, Professor or 
Zoolo~y a.t W.A. Uni­
vers-:ty. 

It is time tha.t peop,le 
were made awm·e tha.t not 
all development is detd­
mental to wild life a11d 
that indus t-ry a.nd co;.­
servat.icn can be com­
patible. 

Finally, I should st,ress 
!Jlrn-t conscrva t ion oi-i 
Ban-ow Is-land is not ·a 
policy of observation only. 
By necessity it involves 
act-ive management ove1· 
'a wide range of the 
little under.stood fac-tors 
• which are the require­
· men ts of ari c\ :,.rea fr,una 
and 111: r .1. 

As ~l i l ii1tcnu:..t.iona~ly 
kno1rn !rnLurnlist and 
conscr l'a tioni st mv work 
is accepted reaclil:i; b y the 
aut;horitics responsible 
·ror conl':en iat.ion of wild 
life in \\.'.A. a,nd. a.s a 
personal friend 1I ?-.,1·. 

, Serventy I feel j'e can 
)l ::i,ye no argumc1~ t. wit;h 
the action on 1a:u-r0w 

' Isla·nd. - Wm. H~ BUT­
LER, Ci :n •crton Street, 
No:·l-h Perth. 
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M •NI f•~E_~ 11.rt'..tll'Ol'l:t-iA Ue a-creo,PM ENT 

c.:"i~rm::nYA . A.c.1. 2Goo 

6 :'.\ 1\{ ·,c7n , J i t . , .. , V 

l'!J.y dear t1infster, 

ql:!ci.d;io:::i 
I3lmid. 
ap1n~oval 

Gc.:m.:.tor ;·1Iulvihill ha:::: \·,11.•ittcn to rne: on the 
oJ: the 1)rcso1."'Vation of fauna on 3:ll'rOi'I 
l ii::; lotter 8.lr.,o raiGG0 the (lU8 t:-t ion of 

..... ♦ I • , ., ' J I f 1 ' 
i. or. u.n. :i.nopc:c-cion 01 ;; nc in tU1-:l.. 

. I onc1 o:;:;c 2. COl)J of Sc.:.1,~to::..:· .:.::i.41Vihill I iJ 

le-titer ~w.l VJould lie 2ratci'ul ii' you v;oulci. advi::rn 
tho Llon.'.ltor on the matters,, he hao ruiccd. 

The Hon. J-...:i!'. Griffith, ti.L.C., 
Llinister for ~inas, · 
Ccn-iiral Govo:£inmc.1nt Buildings, 
FE::lT;!. \i.A. 6000 
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/ 
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You.ru sincoroly, 

;·.::,-id· l j) \,v r:, • 1 '·\ R rz /• \ .- '::., ' ; i' \, • • .' • • t , \ 

( I.., jt! 
'\,. ,, . :.Jw..u·tz) 
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GOVERNMENT OF V\/f:STERN AUSTRALIA ~ 
I ,,..io:~~4'/}., . 

ty~P L ·1-
1/) 1 ,~~-,-~ 

If telephoning or calling with rcforenco 
. to this 1cltcr pleaso ask for 

7 · ~-,. .. r,--: 
P- .r' fl t -u.11--'· 

Mr •.... ..... ....... I.3~T;'.Y .. ... , .. ..... .... ... . MINES DEPARTMi:NT [),0£;.J, 
/-. f!l5 

' 

TEL. 23 0151 

ta 
r 7 

Managing Director, 
West Australian Petroleum Pty. 
Limited, 

12-14 St. George's Terrace, 
L PERTH W .A. 6000 . .J 

PERTH 6000 ············•··?.7.:t.:.1:i .... AP.~.:i..l •• ··· ··· ················19 ... .7.9 . 
. OUR REF.~~/~ .. ... ~ .. ~.~~_/70 

YOUR REF .. ... .. \ .... .............. ........ ..... . 

l ~ . 

at r;: , .. .:~ 
I} ·-"'" --=- I.~ Pvt r''•''--' 
/, l r,,1 tl-· ~ ///(I. •r•./ 

? 1~))1 
Dear Sir, 

I attach copy of a letter received from the 
Minister for National Development respecting a letter 
written to him· on the question of preservation of' fauna 
on Barrow Island. I should be glad if' you will let me 
have information regarding your Company's efforts to 
preserve the fauna on Barrow Island before I reply to 
the Minister for National Development. 

Yours faithfully, 

f~Y vk/L/iG(.,,UA._/ 
I .R. Berry/. 

UNDER SECRETARY FOR MINES 

•· - - .. ···• ·- ··--·- · 
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PARLIAMENT or:: AUSTHALIP, . • THG SJ::'.NATE 

Hon. R.\'l.C. Swa1·tz, J.I.:a.J;.: :;;.D., IvI.P., 
Minister for National Development, 
House of Reyires0ntatives, 
CAHBERRA. A.C.T. 2600 

My dear Minister, 

cor·,1MONWCAl_1"H PAflLIAMCNT OFTICl:.G 
r, Ml\.rlTIN Pl.l,CC: 
!JYDNl:'.Y N.G.V/, ~GOO 

Tt!le1:r:i;,hlc Address: 'COMMEMROOM', SYDl~EY 
Telephone: 20162 

, 8ti1 :H'e brua11 y, 1970. 

I enclose a copy of a very thoughtful article by well known 
Australian lfatu11 alis.t, Vincent Serventy, Oi1 the question of 1nore 
effective preservation of fauna in the Barrow Island, off the 
West Australian coast. 

You will note that Hr. Servent;,1 makes the valid point that 
with the financial .buoyancy being experienced by the oil 
companies concerned, they should be rcc1uested to provide a 
ranger to protect the fauna referred to. 

Iri case you refer to Federal/State rights, I think it will be 
agreed that State Gove1·11Bent gene:-cally) provided they would 
not have to meet the cost of the rangc1•s salary, would welcome 
the innovation suggested by 1-:Ir. Serventy. 

Consequently, I look :forward to your representations to the 
oil companies concerned on them rightfully solving this bu11 den 
which they owe to postari ty. · 

Incidentally, in regard to the ownership · of this island, v;hat 
Commonwealth Dena::ctment do I have to confer with to obtain 
permission to inspect the island concerned. 

Yours in anticipation, 

~ · . . 
~-J_)1~-"'"~Q-r.~LL-

< J .A. I✓WLVIHILL) 
Senator for Hew South Wales. 

Encl. 
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