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granted for oi] drilling at should be stationed on the

book, “Islands of particularly,  parrow Island, which s a island and the oost of tlc

most important nature re- should be borne by the ex-

e n ; ! A
uglas It showed a picture. of foive, L suggested that cer- ploiting company
"“.’ alia, byA Dougla he Barrow Island wallaby ajn ponditions should be  This was not done, -
Jg’jhn ond Barbara which s used as a bait 1aiq down, . :

. . for {ish traps as witnessed
uilins, was an ftem by the author.”

It is essential that a Go-
One important- one was vernment officer should be
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on the spot to make sure
conservation conditions are
carried out,

This should be automa-
tic for any exploitaiion of
a reserve, when urgent
hecessity allows such ox-
ploitation to take place.

The result of not having
a ranger is shown in the
item I quoted.
I"ECENTLY -I have. been

T asked for comparative -
details of areas set aside
as national parks in our
various States.

The Australian Conser-
vation  Foundation has
very kindly seni me the
etails,

_The figures are for parks
and reserves which can
only be destroyed by Act
of Parliament, .

"I am giving the Sfigures
in terms of the percentage
of the State - set aside —
there is no- indication of
how many - habitats are
saved in thig way, .or how
well manaced each one is.

The international “mini- :
mum sugeested to be set
aside is 5 percent of the
area of a country, This is
how" our percentages com-
pare: : ) o
Tasmania .. .. s wn
Northern Territory .,
South Australia .,
A.C.T, ’

]
i ket

New South Wales'.'. .
Western Australia ..
Victoria .. .. .. .. .
Queensiand ., ., .
AUSTRALIAN :

PERCENTAGE .. .. 1§

These figures are to the
end of June, and I can let
readers  draw - their  own
conclusions on. the conser-
vaiion. ‘position. in Aus-
i.'xﬂ]j'((. o LSRR
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Acacia species (wattles) and Pimelea
species, growing on Barrow Island.

The pied oyster-catcher, Haematopus
ostralegus, was featured in the first
published pictures of Australian birds —
in Dampier’s account of his second voyage
to Australia, in 1699.

The Barrow Island wallaby, Lagorchestes
conspicillatus, is found only on the
island. It is used as a bait for fish traps as
witnessed by the author.

-

ot S0 ad 2 o

Lhavst

>

N e it i e s

PO PAPIRERTY

i
4
i

ey

Ry

T

N g P AR

:

.




SERVICES |

A DIVISION OF COUNTRY PRESS LIMITED

SYDNEY

SYDNEY
TELEGRAPH

i/ AY 0
CieE AT ST0

Barreiw LS.

I DIDN'T get your papcr
with its provocative
article by. mnaturalist
Vincent Sc_rventy under
{he heading “Oil Search
Threatens an Island
Sanctuary” (D.T., 6/2/70)
until recently.

While I agree in prin-
ciple with his article I
must take exception to
his generalities regarding
Barrow Island. My quali=
fication to dispute these
is that I am the natural-
ist/ranger mentioned in
his article as being non-
existent.

Following my report to
the Explorers Club of
New York, January 25, |
1967, the oil company :
concerned (West Austra- -
lian Petroleum Pty. Lid.
or WAPET) asked me to
submit reccinmendations
{for total conservation of
flora and fauna on the
jsland. These were. sub-
mitted and action taken
in every case,

However, due to the
major publicity in the
arca being about recovery
of oil theze excellent
measures arg not gener-
ally known.

0

Tn spite [of the fact

that the oiffield was in-

creasing the wild life, by !

mid-1969 uninformed
people were agitating
again that the oilfield

activities were destroying
the island’s unique fauna

and fauna.

In November,
seven-man
from Fisheries and

1969, a

Fauna Department and |

Western Australian Uni-
versity Zoology Depart-
ment went to the island
to examine at first hand
the situation.

My services were avail-
able to ensure that the
parly was given every as-
sistance and on Decem-
ber 7, a glatement by the
Director §f Fisheries and
Fauna wits published in

a local piyper, The Sun- '

day Timey.
- \ R S

—~—

expedition -

expeditiond is being pre-
pared by Dr. A, A. Bur-
bidge, Research Oflicer
for Fauna and TFisheries
and Fauna Department
of W.A. and Professor A.

R. Main, Professor of
Zoology at W.A. TUni-
versity.

It is time that people
were made aware that not
all development is defri-
mental to wild life and
that industry and cou-
servaticn can be com-
patible.

Finally, I should stress
that conscervation on
Barrow Island is not a
policy of observation only.
By_necc-ssit;y it involves
active management over
a wide range of the
little understood factors
which are the require-
ments of arid area fauna
and fera.

As an  internationally
known naturalist and
ponscr\'ationist my work
is accepted readily by the
authorities responsible
for conservation of wild
life in WIA. and, as a
personal friend ¢i M.
Serventy I feel e can
have no argument with
the action on [Barow
Island. — Wm. H! BUT-
LER, Claverton Sireet,
North Perih, .
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iy dear Minister,

vencvor Mulvinill hao written to me on the
guestion off the presorvation of fauwna on Barrow
Island, :iis letter slso raises the g

approval for an inspection oi the island,

6]

I cncliose o
letlicer and would be grav
the Senator on the mattcr

copy of Seaator Lulvihill's
teful i you vould advise
&, he has raiscd.

Yours sincerely,

Nt
B ‘;}\J.} R. \r‘/ l_‘.\ \y

ARTZ

(R.%We Swartaz)

The liono i.';ol"'. Grifiith, M« ey .
liinister for uincs,
Central Govornment buildings,

. =]



. GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
[} teI.phonlin?lcz:;ecra::::‘\:i:h‘;vi!;ranco ———————

...................................................... MINES DEPARTMENT

j PERTH 6000 27th April

Managing Director,
West Australian Petroleum Pty.

Limited, B
12-14 St. George's Terrace,
N .- PERTH W.A. 6000 -

v

Dear Sir,

I attach copy of a letter received from the
Minister for National Development respecting a letter
written to him on the question of preservation of fauna
on Barrow Island. I should be glad if you will let me
have information regarding your Company's efforts to .
preserve the fauna on Barrow Island before I reply to
the Minister for National Development.

Yours faithfully,

I.R. Berry.
UNDER SECRETARY FOR MINES

i



PARLIAMENT GF AUSTRALIA » THIE SIENATE

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTY OFFICES
5 MARTIN PLACE
SYDNIZY N.5.W. 2C00

Telepgraphic Address: 'COMMEMROOM', SYDNEY
¢ Telephone! 20162

18th February, 1970.

Hon. R.W.C. Swartz, li.B.L., ©.D., M.P,,
Minister for National Development,
House of Renresentatives,

CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

My dear Minister,

I enclose a copy of a very thoughtful article by well known
Australian Naturalisd, Vincent Serventy, on the question of more
effective preservation of fauna in the Barrow Island, off the
VWest Australian coast.

You will note that Lir. Serventy makes the valid point that
with the financial buoyancy being experienced by the oil
companies concerned, they should be requested to provide a
ranger to protect the fauna referred +to.

In case you refer to TFederal/State rights, I think it will be
agreed that State Government generally, provided they would
net have to meet the cost of the rangers salary, would welcomne
the innovation suggested by iir. Serventy.

Consequently, I look forward to your representations 1o the
0oil companies concerned on them rlrﬂt;ully solv1ng this burden
which they owe t0 posterity.

Incidentally, in regard to the ownership of this island, what
Commonwealth Department do I have to confer with to obtain
permission to inspect the island concerned.

Yours in antw 101pat10n,

- (d A. IUMVlHILL)
Senator for Hew South Wales.

Encl,





