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TIIE DESIR,AtsLE BALANCE BETWEEN IIAR,DWOOD AND SOflTWOOD

FR,ODUCTION IN WESTERN AUSTF,ALIA.

A. C. llar.ris and G. W. Nunn.

1.-Summary.
Untii its population exceeds one million, Western Austl'alia is able

to carry on a reasonably industriatised civilisation with a very small
consumption of softwood and the desirable balance between hardwood
and softwood is chiefly a matter of the price slructure and of the total
wood production possible. Ii is better, for the futule, to consider using
greater quantities of fast grown soiiwood and to endeavoul'to maintain

ra Ia\ourable export Lrade in the indigenous hardwood'.

2.- Ple.ent DaY con"umption.
western Australia, with a population of only 650,000 has a per capita

consumption of sawn timber of between 50 and 60 cubic feet in the log,
or 200 to 250 super feet in the square.

Imports, apart from putp and paper ploducts, ate of the insignificant
order ol about 1.1 million cubic feet, mostly specialty woods, or less than
2 cubic feet per capita, while consumption of locally grown pine mostiy
for case making from early thinnings is of the order of one million cubic
feet, oI a further 1+ cubic feet only per capita, this low flgure being
due to the wide use of hardwood for cases.

It is evident from these flgures that the population is not at present
sedously in need of softwood as timber'.

Impolts of pulp and paper products are, however, esiimated at over
2 million cubic feet, to a value of over !1.5 million sterling.

.r In round figures this Iepresents say, 4 cubic feet per caplta in the log
l\ for paper. This flgure based on statistics is, however, likely to be a serious

under-estimate due to the State importing books, periodicals, etc., which
would not show in the Slatistician's Ieturns and a flgure therefole of
5 cubic feet lvill be assumed.

3.-Future R equirements.
If the population of Western Australia was envisaged as remaining

static or glowing to only one miUion, it could be said that apart from
pulp and paper, the net annual increment of 68 miuion cubic feet would
sufnce to maintain the population with resource to only minor imports
of specialty woods.

Softwood requhements then might be envisaged as, say,4 cubic feet
per capiNa for sawn timber and plywood and 2 cubic feet for pulp and
paper, allowing for 3 cubic feet of hardwood thinnings being used for
pulp. Thus 6 cubic feet per capita or 6 million cubic feet increment might
be supponed as a requirement.

In Western Australia an avelage M.A.I. oi 200 cubic feet per acre
may be taken as an average of P. radiata and P. pinaster plantations,
thus giving a desirable plantation area of (6 million cubic feet + 200)
30,000 acres.

If, however, Western Australia is to look forward to a population
of several millions, the situation takes on a different aspect, It is also
contended ihat the high quality woods such as Janah and Karri shoutd
not, in the future, be used for the many inferior purposes for lvhich
they are used today. They can in the future, be iooked upon as high
value woods for expoLt, when a growing popu-laticn has been encouraged
to use a greater ploportion of softwood, or such substitutes as Marri.

Population forecast by competent autholities is appr-oximately 1.4
miuion by 1985 and 2 miuion by 2000 A.D.
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