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PLANNED LAND USE AND THE CI'ASSIFTCATION AND
.---- 

OSOTCAUON OF I.AND FOR FORESTIiY IN

WESTERN AUSTR'AIIA.
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1.-Summary'
The author discusses the problem as seen.in WesLern-.A9,$iflil tith

rriet'rii"t"il:ii tnii".iiir"or . "6 pruti"inf u"a tat"r "misguided plannine'''

fmprovements macte rn recent years' both in the methods of land

classifcation lor indigenous rot"tts 
"aiii- 

pii "titions and -in the'm-elhod

iiurivi i ine the Governmenl through a Land Util isation commrttee are

set out brieflY.
The need for a better "yaro stick" of va'lues and the difficultv of

utti"i"J ufgooa ptinning oriano use are poinLed out'

2.-TtIe Land Use lProblemi

4.-Classiflcaiion of Forest Land'

The classification of land by foresters for forestry in western Aus-

t"aria"^""oililiiilJ-alt"r tn" passine of the Forests Act in 1918' when
+ha r,^raqt-< TlenArllmeni commenced an active policy of assessment of all

bi""ii'iiiai il"-itiJiimber zone' s,nd since then has been successful in
2

The state of western australia contiiiis onlv a!9]ll 16^million acres

*ri+",1:::ri,:jthiq!i11$:;';i"$**+^:pft ry"s*:*qi
i'J JStlliir"'33ll?i*:o"1,",,f,h;;" *":-- ire is, io*ev""' represenied on
bodies concerned with soil conservallon'

: wiihin the area of tu .Pt'Jtgt"?""";:,'*r:1"" iii-"lr'#1?t:"'3tfuX",*l
ii*:";:1,mt;x jilii"i-':1"*:"$#"+#'#;"JJffi l"lT["[!H;lshown in greater detai l  in a

i #*qilH'flti?i;"J"""f,.lLHJ'i; Tsi:il":,1'.:T"i'lJi"lnilu,""1Hi
I planned use of land.

t.-*""llgli:ru"r*:' :i"i:tt'3,'""u""f i?H3",,it"ili'Fil""ti'"'i"ih'ii33i:
i- 
-*^ 

;;"-;;";;i"; is an, impodani one t:,.X;.,:l:ii 
"+S,lif 

thlif ""r''i$l

:tt"r"ili3tff1"#"l?*ltt ltilS ";';i-rii'owi"ag" ror conversion.to conirers'
-"v. L#*i:l,"dk l";i-x':l*':mr'"1'""t IH'J"J#.1",I :lllii i3f '?l?
r ' )  erowins oI Pinus Pinaster. -

; 3 -unplanned Land Use'

Durinq the lgth century' land granl's- were of necessity-',commonly

."ai1i'?'riii'iitii riine x""''r"ase r3l"'3,f"*ll""1[?]Tfr ltt "'1"?#";
l:l.l#J$ 81"?";li'%f;' ":iiii;; ii,a"6itoox, ii*"ui1v on commGion' to

I ;;dj:l#l*,",""r1"J1??",;.'"?'""1;;'Lli, t','\lu"*,r,* ,ty"rlli?- wss onrv
. so.odd'i;ib-8-0 uid tao.ooo '"-ii*HT ';;':n,^t3 ihH;1':'#i'ili"3' 

hif ":t':Xt"ttii"ii"ih"'.%iii,];-"nr, generanv.which wourd^certainrv nor'

*h"tiih"s ;iint"l's,1ff "iilt"'ti *,"1ff l"$,i1""'Hhea sparserv
It is a temarkabre- fact that 

:".,Lltit"r"]?ll""I,ii 
"i?i""toi3l""ii$l3J

ii3"ol?,rt#?"ln3tt3*'X"#itL*" pe" uc'" u"'v rltte indeed was serecled
witn inioniecl of holding timber value!'

,".";ll''"tgl'"'lt"AHJt"FH,J*""T"T3"i"?i1"'$"f""tXl"ff ffi dlodavto
Durinstheel"ly.d9"ug""rf; l*xii;"ti:"kiJtt?J&ii""Y"rs,""i,'i""!

tff:t'!1--rtJ""ltll ii*.,T tQ;-;;;'';-*oit "^se" timbe'j on these eerrv
. i.roldines was ringtarked , . sil:?,3t""T 

"tt"'*."1t#'tfi"r"tH'Jit"ri ;i^i'';:

Itlii.#tliii';#ff :f *#i"'"%E#-r*t"r'?*'";"*1{"i*#lli"#
l .c iei uitnln the Timber zone are in this category'

t
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Foresters generally may argue that iheir training and experience flts
them to carrylut such stuoies, but it must be xecognised that whatever
Jdonomic ariitv a forester mav displav, his viewpoini is likelv to be
suspected of bias towards Forestry, in the same way as one expec6
graduates in Agriculture to have a bias in lhe direction of that profession.

The Forests Depadment has adopted the view that volume per acre
is not the sole criteiion and all requesis for dedication take into account
all aspects of utility of the forest.

In the economy of western Australia, Eucalypt forest callving low
volumes per acre appears at times to be worthy of semi-permanent

., dedication to protect it from alienation and clearing until it can be
Ll economicallv utilised, and more particularly since the price of land of
" 

this type iioften only a few shillings per acre to the farmer, uhile the
timbei, even at only 150 cubic feet per acre, can be thought of as wortlt
t3 to i5 per acre royalty in future, apart for its much greater value if
considered in the light of sa.ving of imports.

It is also worthy of consideration, that whereas Australia as a whole
has exportable surpluses of all its other chief primary products (wool,

wheat,^meat, buttei, sugar, eggs, fruit, etc.), even at this ear'ly stage'
large iirnber imports ar; necessa,ry. As the population increases this
position will deteriorate further. Imported timber costs much more than
the indigenous product, so that Austratian folests are worth more than
curren royalties would indicate.

consequently, before potential folest land in good rainfall areas is
released for agriculture, its long-term potential for timber glowing of
either natural or planted forests, should be fullv studied, so that reliance
on overseas timber can be reduced to the utmost, at the same time avoid_
ing surplus production, for export, of primary products, which often
require an export subsidy.

B.-Alienation of Land.
I The funciions ol the Land Utilisation Committee have been described,
lbut these. of course, are conflned to maior decisions on large and im-
lpodant areas of crown Lands. Apart from these, however, tllere are a
iarge number of alienations annually of small areas, varying Jrom town-
site blocks to perhaps thousands of acres, and these naturally are too
deiailed to be brought before the Land Utilisation committee.

Throughout Western Australia, therefore, land is alienated from the
Crown by the Under Secretary Jor Lands, but a system has been in
operation since 1927 whereby no land is alienated withoui reference to
the Conselvetor ol Forests, and a routine has developed for what is
known to the Forester as a "land inspection." Thus, whenever an appli-
cation for land is received by the Under Secreialy for Lands he requests
the Conservator to state whether he has an objection and this is followed
by a fleld inspection, where necess.ary by the local Divisional officer or
his staff, resulting in a routine "land inspection xeport."

An ofrcer making a '-ecommendation must remember that present
day timber values are not the only guide and that considerable foresight
needs to be exercised, for decisions made today may have far-reaching
effects in the fuiure.

Some of ihe many factors which need consideraiion are:-
(1) the necessity for preserving lines of access for hauling and

fire control;
(2) the question of fire lines and the State Forest boundaries;
(3) the value of the land io ihe Forests Department as a mill
-.. . site, a. water point, an overseer's headquarters, or a camp fqr

€mployees;
(4) the efiect of an alienation upon fire hazards in the locality;
(5) where areas are distant from Sttte Forest it must be kept

in mind that timber reserves, even iJ the timber is of low
plesent day value, should be held for settlers' requirements
in the future.

As an example of the amount of detailed work covered in this con-
nection, the Annual Report for 1955-56 sho(ts that 144 land inspections
were made by the Forests Department covering over 82,000 acres and the
release of approximately 42,000 acres was agreed to.

It is of interest th4t over the past five years at least it has been
possible in nearly every case to arrive at muiual agreement with the
Under Secretary for Lands, and the Forests Department has not, except
on very rare occasions, been forced to release land which in the con-
servator's opinion, should not be released.
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