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C. SA"rDAL.-.001' • S'i" AIJ'Ji: 0,;, 't"H .,., !l-IDUSTRY. 

------·-----------~-----------

S!1nd!l.lwood may l>e e:'bttiinod from Crown lando only by 

n ! mona hol d i n,,,, .'o rest 'Pr oduce (Sundalwood ) LioorH.ha 

Lic1ensea are ianrnd without fee for pe:lric,ds of thrcJe •crnns . 

Every lioense to cut and remove s.:1-nda.lwood ie i soued subject, to 

the payment by the licensee of u royalty of £2/ ... / • per ton. J!"~ 

cleaned, for all ar:i.nd.al wood (obtriined thereunder , and l iconae 

muut be held by every peruon cuttirvi:, cleaninr; or romovin 

Sand"l.l wood. 

The ro yaJ. ty is coll eo ted by the Ri:i.11 ,my DeJlartinr.mt 

as the S11.nda.J.wood ia btlinri; lo f.1ded int.o trucka . 

Pori odioal raturna o a.ndu.lwood collected are 

furniahed to t his depart ment by the Rail way Dcpartm.cnt , who 

receive n commiooion of ;r, 011 all royalty collected on ,ndal-

·"ood obtained from O:rown landa . 

It someti mea happens that royalty is collect ,?d <' n 

l=l.'ldalwood ol:itained -rrom p·dvate p to perty. arid in Huch cases a 

r 0rund i s mad e to the owner th <i royalty i !1 full • the Rail way 

Denartment hr.ivini;i; URr ea<i to wo.iV'e their claim to commission on 

such royalty collected.. 
' The taking of Sandalwood. from a co ·1o i<.1e:r.ul>le area 
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in the Vurohison district ia ,,rohibi ted unless the sandalwood 

is to be uaed for distillation purposes \Ti thin the State, :ind. 

a permit , n;r anting to the holder the exclus ive right to t;1ke 

suc h Sandalwood, hfls been isauwu . 
__..... 

'!"here is no :tea trio tio n !.16 to what, l l)e done 

i U1 Sandalwood obt~i ried from her iarto cf the St~te, and the 

b\llk of it ia exPO rted to China, when the rltot i n favourable . 

lfo Sandalwood licenses have, f or. oomo time, b een 
~ 

ieaved, e;tcent to t'l-iose ~ had. al rcad.y made t ~rn industry thei r 

meav,a of liv~lihood1 except with r egard to certain olao~ea of 

i"ldividual.e whose applicationa for lic<~noea n1ay be tr c:ated us 

s pecial oases deserving excentional consideration. These 

\:,o 
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el ,Mneo nf' 1,wrao '"'J cc"iniot of' • 

(1) neturnod Soldier utfcrrinri: from gae effoctu f.i.nd who 

rcqu:i. open alr wc.,rk. 

(2 ) MirioT.'a nuffBr .inr-:t from lung tioubl.u . 

(3 ) 1,roopec tor "'-luirinc: tornporu.ry l ic onaea to ptJl l . 

any person 

c lean or cart oandalwood. 

't"'c. more that1 two 4.wirt,Jrly l.ioorweo mt.l.y be 11:rnumt t 

one time, so thi~t i-n the evont of n.ny chango 

.,i'l"la r'lnde iYl the co'l"ltrol of the irouetr.v • . not more th,..1, ,1 six 

mnntho linan1'l!O will have to b, ccpiniderocl . 

f'·neei~l ca.s~a at'e kept down to n mi!limum uo that 

the numher of t~10£H: enr;:.gad in Snndtilwood. getting muy ba kept 

\'lithln i:-ofu1or.n,blo hound.a . md the ovtrr- euttina: v:hi.cil <>c curr ed 

duril"l~ the laot y~ar or t ·No t.11;!.Y bo obvi1""t ,,z far aid poDaiol u . 

Ao from the 1ut Mt,rch. 1920 , thn ro:r•a.l ty on r;andal-

wood Wt-la i~icr.Enwod from 5/- per. ton to :/•/• per.• ton, and 

that rate of' :;:-ei:,'!il 't,y io otil l payu.bl.tJ , .10 ot~ted ~:liove. 

O'Yi n~ to tho f~1.c t tha,t the market ha.s en over-

ooked fol" many mo nth::; ~ •d thori, i _a p r~iotioally no demand. for 

SF.i.ndal,,ood , the 1 rouatry at thre rn:-or.Hmt time ie ::l t. c:. very lo\'\ 

:bb . 

Durin~ the year endod the 30th Juno, 1921. 6 , 95,; 

tona of f:b.nthilwood pntlood o lf(¼l" thn ro.ilvm.yn t:.nd 10, 839 tono 

were exported. 

Dur:lnft the currav,t fim.moi er , th 

po~i t.ir,., of the tru.do har.; bocmne ve:-:y unn a.tisfiw tr ry, . ,;md upon 

pa"'ao·"'ril c.,quiry hcin~ 

tho P.Ottinct of 

t •1 oa e u.o t,mlly _ ,111r-; ap:~d 1 n 

od ( pull t': rs , cl ou.ne-r.o ~nd crn.rtoro) . it 

,m8 fr)urid t lit1. t the mo.Jor.it.Y <ionired Gover~,.ncV'lt c.toYitrol \"~·1th n 

vtcw to ct.l:\b1lin1n~ trrn iradustr.y , maintaJ.ning r~1~0 uniform 

-r,r:1-cna r.tnd no11otant amplo~rmeft t ~t fair rate of rnmu n,~x-at. ion. 

n,., e!' th~ 1, /'.'f'! -,e,.,t system noi Urnr tlu:: Gtwo r"lfJ'IOTI t nor the sandal • 

"'"ood workor do-riv ca the henof it from tho i ~uatry which they 

Should (' bto.1 ri. 
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The annual dem9..nd for sandalwoo ,, i tl Ch i n::1 arieorbs 

about 6 . 000 tons . 801" of all Sa.nd:;1lwooct. used in China 

co rnea -rrom Wes -ttrn Austral i a , ~"1d. 9of. of it is shipped t hrough 

t he port of Ho,,rt. KonRt C"3ome being trans-shipped from _singa];X)rc . 

'rr1e h!tl 0H'JCC of he!' oupplies reach China ffom the other Statou 

of Australia, India and fr()m the ieland.a of Jav a t 1.l"'!d Mor 

Bo rneo and 'from Siwn. Indo-China. etc . 

The Western Australi~n Sandalwood is aold at pric es 

f'ar b elow thos (-) pa.id f or eupplieo from the o ther sources 

mentioned. 

~V este:rn Australian Sand~lwood io not gr aded a t all 

until it r eachoo China, .and co nsequently h::t.fl an unattrac tive 

appea.ra.noe on arrival . It would probal)ly v10t pay to grade 

the wood in Veotarn Auett'al i:1, al thou'sh small trial parcel s 

of fi:rst - claso ~raded wood mip;ht pave thf:i wey t.o grad ing on a 

larger eo r.t.J. a. if found. s uoceasful . The gene1·a1 appear-

aYlce of shi-pme.,,.;t e , however, w·o1.1ld be g reo.tl y improved if the 

perc entat"S'e of small v-tood in euch cargo were reduced to a · 

minimum. It i B co-naidered that if -o v1ood. under 4" 

diameter were 'OUlled, t1nd of covrse ohippoct., the pric es would 

l.mprov~, especially if the output t>1ere rnotricted . 

Chineoe firms , purchas i ng loto of up t o 100 tona in 

China from the British import firms (the bulk of' the im rmrt 

bu ,3il"lea a i n in the hands of a.bout 4 Jlritit;h firms). see to the 

-co r., 8i." cl Wtrti ng and <9 r :,itl i 'nfl: of the Sancla.J wo ou , lr '!S being 

divided i vtto ~bout 3 classes accordim~ to qvali ty • ;..l.nd the 

balance of the produce is divided into t1maJ.l pieces . arnaller 

~i ecea, chips and eawduat . Chips are small pieces of 

wood under about 2 l ba . which get broken off dut'ing hand.li ~ 

'll'ld ahi ppi ,,g . Fa.oh buyer is obliged to t!lke hiu share of 

the c hiJ>s , but gets t hem for half the prine of tho r,~st of 

the wood . The 10 1~0 a:rt! cut into len,~tha of about 3 fe et. 

scraped :free of all aanwood , ma.de perf eetly smooth and then 

varnished . Theae logo are thort pt1 t. vp in buYJdlos of about 
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200 lbs . and tied u p in bamboo rnattin~ ready for.· uhipmont to 

small er mer ohante i ·11 other parts of' China . 

It wtll thu s 'be se en that Hone Kong i o t ho c h ief 

diatribut1~rt oentr.e. an ivell ao th e chief .roceivin~ eontre for 

Sandal v10 0<1 in China. 

A coTit-siderable q,uanti ty i s al e o sent to Shangh.ai . 

but ghal"lghai import include rood dea) ooo which h&.o 

beel'l rc- exno rted f rom Hong Konp,; . 

There is an averet(te loaa of wood between Australia 

~nd t }1 e nlaoe of s a lta of abou t 2'/.. 

The Chi neae mcrohanto uell tlH: g r aded Sand 1.tl.wood, 

chips , sawdust , etc . in small qual1tities to retail uhopa . 

In these shops Sal'lda.lv1ood may be bou,·rht in tht~ form of small 

-pieoe9 , ohipg of all sizes , Jose sticks , , nci in v~riou~ ::a.:iu-

actured forms ouoh a.a trinkcJt boxes , 1'ans • baada 1 etc . 

Some ahopa sell nothing but Sandalwood in ita various fo rms . 

Others sell it as one of r.1 1.l.'l"IY ii ne~ . 

J'oso st i oh, a re cf various sizes &nd Sandalwc,od ia 

r,,..,1:y one of the many ingredi ente comprising the material. from · 

which they are made. These material s inclu bamboo CH.lre, 

blue or red pi~ment a.rxi cer tain medic i,ia l herbs ·.i11d barka . 

It 1,,ould "lot pay to manufac ture ,josu stoc}!-o in Auotra.J.ia, chie:fl~ 

bec ause labour is so much mo -re exnensive t)u\n in ChinQ. 

Fr om imports ·i"ld e;.cports returns it wo uld appe!:4r 
~ 

tha t in norm•.u times a.bout 200,0-00 torJo of Sandalwood a.re 

irnported into Singapore annually, a'fld about the tL.1.ml-! quantity 

ia export ecJ . In 1920 over 90~ of the wood brou~ht into 

this port came from Auatrali a , and the bulk of tho sandalwood. 

eXl:lor.ted went to Hol"lt.r Kong , the bal f.lnoe being aen t to In<ihi 1nd 

d.,jaoent countries . 

Various proposals have been put. forward l'ti th a 

view to stabiJ ieing the induotry, including the formati on o:t' a 

Gov ernment mononoly. Full detailu of the manner iri which 

this monopoly rniv;ht be conduoted were worked out by Mr . Drax~ 

? --
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Brookman, 'vho was sent on a apeoial mioaion to ChiYH:i, and 

Sil"Jn:a:pore :for tho p11:rpooe of gleaning ·:1ll details of the t,rad 

from the other end . The nov er.nmen·t , however , hae uooided 

th~t the trade is of a nsture too risky to engage in. ttrtd. 

is , therefore, not prepared to tc:ike over tha ha.nci.linr, of' 

Sand•tJ wood ai, a monop0ly. Other proposals for the 

improvement of the PO"litiofl in which the Sandalwood induetr y 

no"' sta'1da are under cons:lcJeratirJn . 


