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INTRODUCTION

Toolibin Lake lies about 200 km south-west ofPerth at the top ofthe Northern Arthur

River catchment. This catchment drains into the Blackwood River, a major south-

western river for which a State Govemment sponsored Catchment Coordinating Group

has been established. The nature reserves including and adjoining Toolibin Lake are

managed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) on

behalf of the National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority (NPNCA)'

Toolibin Lake is the fust in a series of nine lakes and the only major lake in the chain

which has not become saline. The Lake and its environs provide important breeding

habitat for a variety ofwiterbirds, and is one ofthe last inland freshwater lakes in the

south-west. It is the only inland lake which has retained a sheoak/melaleuca
association across significant parts of the lake floor. Toolibin Lake is classified as a
'Wetland oflnternational Importance" under the Ramsar convention.

The Lake is seriously threatened by salinisation and the condition ofthe Lake and its

environs have deteriorated. without significant, urgent actioq the Lake will be rapidly

salinised.

In November 1992 consultants prepared a Recovery Plan for Toolibin Lake and

sunounding nature reserves using resources from both the Australian Nature

Conservation Agenoy (ANCA) and CALM. At its meeting of 15 January 1993 the

NPNCA endorsed this plan and its implementation by an appointed Recovery Team

under the general guidance of CALM's Director ofNatufe Conservation and CALM's

WA Threatened Species and Communities Unit'

Gven the complex nature ofthe issues to be managed' a Technical Advisory Group
(TAG) was also established to advise the Recovery Team on recovery actions'

RECOVERYITAM

During 1994 the Recovery Team met on 16 March and 25 August. Members of the

Team at the close ofthe Year were:

Mr John Blyth (WA Threatened Species and Communities Uniq CALM)
Mr Grant Davenport (Farmer, member of the Lake Toolibin Catchment Committee)

Mr Peter Helsby @egional Water Resources Officer, Water Authority of Westem
Australia)

Ms Elsa Dexter (ANCA)
Mr Jim Lane (Principal Research Scientist, CALM)
Mr Gordon McDougall (Farmer, member of the Lake Toolibin Catchment Corffnittee)
Mr Ted Rowley @egional Managet Department of Agriculture)
Mr Ken Wallace (Regional Manager, CALIvI' Chair).

There has been only one change in membership during the year. Russel fames was

replaced by Elsa Dexter.
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land use through productive use ofwoody vegetation' Other projects aimedboth at

,n r"."""ty "Fflrolibin and the achievement ofbroader land use goals are also

orooo."d. tlne such project, the Toolibin Alley Trial' has been funded by CALM this

leai witrr aaaitionat funding tor a further four years. The Toolibin recovery process as

;;;'i;;;;.;"tt ant[] achieving sustainable land use goals at a much broader

level is an important aspect of recovery works'

CALMhasalsoallocated$60000tothe.Separator,proposalforthelgg4/95financial
vear. This is an important special allocation of funds' However' work will be

ir""r"_""iJ tn ,r," fust half of 19g5, and will be considered in more detail in the next

annual rePort.

AsubmissiontoStateCabinetseekingadditionalfundsfortheRecoveryofToo|ibin
take has been drafted and is being evaluated within CALM'

As with the 1993 annual report, the account here of recovery actions is aimed at

l*"i[i"g itpf"**aation of the Toolibin Lake Recovery Plan by whatever means and

is not u simma.y of the Recovery Team's activities alone' To avoid giving otrence'

care sfroufO tfrerefore be taken with any statements or inferences based on this report

that ascribe credit to individuals or groups

Resourcesandassistancefromthefollowinggroupshavecontributedtoplan
implementadon over the 1994 calendar year:

Alcoa
A}.ICA
BarkWest Indscope Conservation Visa Card

CALM
Commonwealth Farm Forestry hogram
Deparsnent of Agriculture ofWestem Australia (DAWA)

National Lsndcare Progrem
Toolibin Catchme,lrt Committee
Toolibin catchment landholders
Water Authority of Westem Australia (WAWA)'

Wickepin Shire Council

RECOYERY PI,A}[ ACIIONS

For ease of referencing, numbers used below refer to those of the Implementation

ScieJule in the Recoiery Plan. In the previous annual report (1993)' oomments were

linked to numbers used in the body ofthe text'

1. Groundwater-PumPing

Theoriginalborehasbeensupplementedwithasecondexperimentalboreusing.
ANCA;d cAu\4 funrting. .Aj.ICA fundr hu"" also covered an airborne magrretics

'"-"v"r,r'"Lak"andadjoiningareas(groundwortcorrldnotbeundertakenasthe
Lake was full). This survey revialed the presence of dykes that are likely to a.ffect the
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5. Catchment Revegetrtion

The Toolibin Catchment Committee was zuccesfirl in winning a National Landcare

il#;;;;**ilff :;*:i::;*$"?:u:*;"*tsisff I'bi".'","
;::'*tr;*tfr ,[ #l"T'Hffi rhis is an important project and the nnar

oroduct will providt '"u"g"t;i;:';u"gi"t tot r*anAaerJwith regard to particular

iand units.

Under the CAlM-Commonwealth Forestry Program oil mallee project 60 000

eucalypt seedlings were pt*t"ii" ittt i""UUin 6atchment in 1994' This project

occurs on freehold t*o *o "" " t""p"rati* ptgj:ct wfih 
landholders' 

Landholders

have also undert"t n ogr., ,"ulgJt ion in tie+, however, no figures are available for

this. There are landholder ;;tt:i;;;;;articularlv in the roolibin West Catchment

(incomorated a, part oiagreirie"tts nJiittl"s 1" 
m; Tootbin West drainage works)'

ffi::d;;;;J*i"' i" rs6il-ev'Jaulitv orresources in lees wir affect

irnplementation.

In 1994 CALM allocated tunds to a Toolibin Alley Trial' This project will research

Xry'"';;::**{n:;,..T,1ffi t#j,i"f*fl :,'#Tilffi il,"",3J*XT
officer has been aPPomt€o a

plantings on their ProPerties'

6. Agronomic ManiPulation

Some work on grade banks' particularly in the fgofi!1 {est 
Sub-catchmen! has been

undertaken on freehoro rn"i''itti* *oit has involved both desigrr and some

implementation. nt'o"t""t ro' iit lttt U*t' pt"ided' by both Alcoa and

landholders. E.t btirh-"rt ;#il;-;;;;-;kt withinihe Toolibin west catchment

is ProPosed for 1995'

7. Decision SuPPort SYstem

While this system was proposed as an early.development in the Recovery Plarq the

onlv progress to o"'" r'"' o!*i#;;;ilit"v.*;rk on a decision svstem for in-

flows from the Tootuin wJii ""t"'ro,i*t. lt is ilanned. to delav further work on the

decision support svstemuJti';#ililis tully collated ani organised' and

;Jniiii;;"Jv;t"* have been better established'

8. Monitoring and RePorting

While some monitoring has proceeded' it is planned to fullv develop and implement

orooosals if turthe' t"";J;;;;; "JJttil This aspect is covered within the

ii""lt-Ltir"" Submrssion to the state Government'
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