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Introduction.

There are three groups of islands in Exmouth Gulf. In this

- paper they will be referred to as the Doole Group, the Simpson
Group and the Y Group (Map 1). Some of the islands have
official names; some do not. Names applied to the latter for
convenience by CALM scientists are used in inverted commas. _
There are also several small isolated islets such as Whalebone :
and Islam Islands.

CALM scientists have briefly surveyed five of the six islands
in the Doole Group, all of the Simpson Group, but, as yet,
none of the Y Group or singletons. Birds, mammals and reptiles
recorded during the surveys have been identified but some
plant specimens await identification. Nevertheless there is
enough data on the two surveyed groups to demonstrate that
they have important conservation values and biogeographical
significance. Whilst many of the islands share physiographic
units and many associated plants and animals, each is, in one
way or another, unique.

Doole Group

The Doole group consists of six islands at the southern end of
the Gulf. The group is named for Doole Island which is the
largest of the five islands that are permanently isolated from
the mainland by sea, even at low tide. One Island,
"Sandalwood" is connected to the mainland by mud flats except
at high tides. The Islands are:-

ISLAND Always Visited by pit traps set
Isolated Survey team for mammals/reps
Doole yes yes yes
Roberts yes yes yes
Whitmore yes no no
"Northn" ' yes yes no
"South" yes yes no
"Sandalwood" no yes yes
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Birds of Exmouth Gulf Islands

Bird Species
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Australian Kestrel
Bar-shouldered Dove
Beach Thicknee
Black Honeyeater
Brahminy Kite

Brown Honeyeater
Brown Quail

Brown Songlark
Caspian Tern

Common Sandpiper
Corvid

Dusky Gerygone
Eastern Reef Egret
Grey Fantail
Grey-tailed Tattler
Little Corella
Mangrove Golden Whistler
Mangrove Heron
Mangrove Robin
Osprey

Pied Cormorant

Pied Oystercatcher
Richard’s Pipit
Singing Honeyeater
Spotted Harrier
Torresian Crow
Tree Martin
White-breasted Whistler
White-breasted Woodswallow
Yellow Silvereye
Australian Pelecan
Bartailed Godwit
Black Honeyeater
Brahminy Kite

Brown Honeyeater
Brown Songlark
Crested Tern
Crimson Chat

Dusky Gerygone
Galah

Great Knot

Grey Fantail
Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo
Little Button-Quail
Mangrove Golden Whistler
Mangrove Heron
Pigeon (domestic)
Rainbow Bee-eater
Red-capped Plover
Red-capped Robin
Red-necked Stint
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