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I EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This summary report presents the results of community information sessions held in Perth, 
Broome, Eighty Mile Beach, Port Hedland, Karratha and Onslow between 10-18 April 2008. 
The community information sessions were conducted by the Marine Policy and Planning 
Branch (MPPB) of the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) and will 
contribute to a broader project to expand the marine parks and reserves system in the 
Pilbara and Eighty Mile Beach (PEMB) regions which is being coordinated by MPPB in 
collaboration with DEC's Pilbara Region and West Kimberley District. 

The community information sessions were carried out to raise awareness within communities 
of the marine parks and reserves planning project in their area and provide a forum for 
individuals to find out how to be involved in the planning process. A secondary objective was 
to source information from stakeholders about their level of knowledge of the marine 
environment and marine parks and reserves, their issues and opinions as well as any 
biological and social values of the study areas. 

Approximately 54 people attended the six community information sessions and a further 18 
local businesses were visited during the field trip. A large number of other contacts were 
made through enquiries and over the phone and email. The advertisements, media, mail and 
email correspondence as well as word of mouth are believed to have raised awareness 
within the local community about the project. A large number of people were added to the 
PEMB 'community contacts database' and many details were updated with new information. 

From the 36 people that were surveyed during the information sessions, the majority 
understood that Western Australia has marine parks and reserves (Ningaloo being identified) 
but had a low understanding of the need for marine parks and reserves or the permitted 
activities within them. A large number of people thought that marine parks and reserves were 
fully no-take or "locked out" to fishing and some people thought that the primary aim of 
marine parks are to maintain fish stocks but had little understanding of other benefits. People 
were generally positive about the government proposal to expand the marine parks and 
reserves system in the PEMB region. Many were predominately concerned with improving 
protection whilst maintaining access for human uses such as fishing. 

The information obtained during the community information sessions will assist in targeting 
the community education program and in the planning process for new marine parks and 
reserves in the PEMB region. 

The authors would like to acknowledge the assistance of Matthew Fossey, Marc Wohling­
Shaw and John Lloyd from MPPB for their assistance in conducting the community 
information sessions. 

This report may be cited as: 

Davidson, J. & Thompson, L. (2008) Summary of results from community information sessions for 
marine parks and reserves planning in the Pilbara and Eighty Mile Beach regions. Summary Report. 
Marine Policy & Planning Branch, Department of Environment & Conservation. Fremantle, Western 
Australia. 
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the lnteragency Working Group will aim to maximise benefits to the community (e.g. sustainable 
fishing, tourism and industry) and achieve conservation goals. 

How can I take part in the planning process? 

The community can take part in the planning process through: 

• Local Reference Groups - these groups will comprise local community members and be
established in major towns adjacent to the proposed reserves. They will meet at key stages
during the planning process to comment on the management options developed by the
lnteragency Working Group.

• Peak body consultation - these groups will be kept informed throughout the planning
process. They will also have the option of forming a 'consultation group' to help in developing
an understanding of their sector activities and comment on management options developed by
the lnteragency Working Group.

• Interest groups - interested groups or individuals may register their interest in receiving
regular updates on the project. These groups can organise their own feedback to DEC where
appropriate.

• General community consultation - the community can obtain information and participate in
the process by:

- attending community information sessions which will be held at key stages in towns in
the region;

- visiting DEC's NatureBase website (www.naturebase.net/pilbara80mile);

- joining DEC's contacts database to receive regular email updates; and

- writing a submission to DEC once Government has released the indicative
management plan for the statutory three month public comment period.

An engagement program is also being developed to ensure effective partnerships are formed with 
Indigenous groups. 

For further information contact DEC 
Marine Policy and Planning Branch: 9336 0100 
Broome office: 9195 5500 Karratha office: 9182 2000 
Email: pemb@dec.wa.qov.au wvvw.natu1·ebase.11et/oilbara80mile 







THE PLANNING PROCESS 

The planning process for new marine parks and reserves in the Pilbara 

and Eighty Mile Beach regions has a number of key stages: 

Resource assessment 

· and data gathering

Set reserve design 

principles and criteria 

Develop an indicative 

management plan 

Plan is released for 

public comment 

Review public comments 

and amend plan 

Approvals and 

reserve establishment 

Data on the marine environment and socio-economic values 
are gathered. The views and aspirations of Indigenous people, 
the broader community and stakeholders are collated during 
community information sessions and meetings. 

Government will develop principles and criteria for identifying 

and designing marine parks and reserves. Community views 
and aspirations will be incorporated into these principles and 
criteria. Government will identify broad proposed locations for 
marine parks and reserves. 

Government will work with the community to develop an 
indicative management plan. The plan will outline the proposed 

reserve types, vision, objectives, strategies and zoning. During 
this stage, there are five ways the community can have input: 

- Indigenous partnerships;

- local reference groups;
- peak body consultation groups;
- interest groups; and

- general community consultation.

Following the approval of the Minister for Fisheries and the 
Minister for Resources, the indicative management plan will be 

released for public comment for a period of three months. 
Everyone is encouraged to provide input by making a 

submission. 

Government and the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority will 
consider the public comments and may recommend 
amendments to the indicative management plan based on 
community and stakeholder input. 

Approval must again be sought from the Minister for Fisheries 
and the Minister for Resources to create new marine parks and 
reserves. Reserves can then be created and a management 
plan finalised. 

For mor.e information contact: Department of Environment and Conservation 

Marine Policy and Planning Branch: 9336 0100 

West Kimberley District Office: 9195 5500 

Pilbara Region Office: 9182 2000 
'ACT NOW 
l FUTU
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Email: pemb@dec.wa.gov.au 
www.naturebase.net/pilbara80mile 
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TH·E INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP: 

WHAT, WHO AND WHY? 

A Government lnteragency Working Group (IWG) has been established to assist in data 
gathering, consideration of cross-agency issues and developing an indicative management plan. 

The IWG includes representation from: 

• Department of Environment and Conservation;

• Department of Fisheries;

• Department of Industry and Resources;

• Department for Planning and Infrastructure;

• Department of Indigenous Affairs;

• Office of Native Title

• Tourism Western Australia;

• Western Australian Museum.
Photograph: John Lloyd/DEC 

The formation of an IWG ensures that all relevant Government agencies take part in the planning 

process. This means that any current and proposed programs and agency responsibilities in the 

region will be considered early on in the planning process. IWG members will also identify areas 

that are a high priority and feasible for reservation. 
For more information contact: Department of Environment and Conservation 

Marine Policy and Planning Branch: 9336 0100 

West Kimberley District Office: 9195 5500 

Pilbara Region Office: 9182 2000 

Email: pemb@dec.wa.gov.au 

www.naturebase.net/pilbara80mile 
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Take a closer look at the 

Eighty Mile Beach study area 

The beach is fronted by 

extensive tidal mudflats 

which support rich 

communities of 

invertebrates including 
sponges, soft corals, and 

millions of crustaceans, 

molluscs and worms. 

The beach is an 
internationally significant 

site for migratory 

shorebirds. About half of the 

world's great knots depend 

on parts of the beach for 

their survival. 

•"' ....... ,. 
:�a.. Department of
;�} Environment and Conservation 
"''"••a.'tl'.-� 

Eighty Mile Beach 

is a major rookery 

for the threatened 

flatback turtle. 
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Take a closer look at the 

Cape Keraudren to Spit Point study area 

The Cape Keraudren area 

boasts a strong Aboriginal 

association with many shell 

middens, burial and ceremonial 

sites. European cultural 

interests include remnants of the 

end of the rabbit proof fence and 

a lookout post used in WWII. 
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Bedout Island supports one of 

the largest colonies of brown 

boobies in WA with over 10,000 

breeding pairs. The island also 

supports masked boobies, lesser 

frigatebirds, common noddies 

and crested, roseate and sooty 

terns . 
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The De Grey River Delta is 
designated as a regionaHy 

significant site for 

mangroves. All eight 

species found in the 

Pilbara region are 

recorded here . 

our environment, our future � Photographs: © Commonwealth of Australia and John Lloyd/DEC 
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Take a closer look at the Cape Thouin to 

Cape Lambert and Bells Beach study areas 

Cowrie Beach and Bells 

Beach are important turtle 

nesting sites, in particular 

for the vulnerable flatback 

turtle. Rookeries also 
occur at Cape Thouin. 

Depuch Island has a 

large number of sites with 

important Aboriginal rock 

art and engravings. 
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Mangroves are very 
extensive, forming an 

interconnected habitat 

through which fauna can 

move. Four sites have 

been identified as 

regionally significant. 

our environment our future � Photographs: Allan Thomson and Cliff Winfield/DEC
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Take a closer look at the 

Fortescue River to Cane River study area 

The extensive mangrove 

system is home to a 

diverse range of aquatic 

and terrestrial wildlife. The 

Robe River Delta is 

designated a regionally 

significant site for 

mangroves. 
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Shallow coastal waters 

contain important 

seagrass meadows 

which support 

significant numbers of 

dugongs and turtles. 

Intertidal mudflats around 
the Mary Anne group of 

islands are rich in 

burrowing invertebrates 

and are important feeding 

areas for wading birds. 
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Take a closer look at the Locker Point to 

Rocky Point and Serrurier Island study areas 

These areas have been 

identified as major 

feeding and nesting areas 

for green and loggerhead 

turtles, and possibly for 

other turtle species. 

A variety of seabirds nest 

on and around Serrurier 

Island, including the 

largest populations of 

wedge-tailed shearwaters 

in the region. 
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Coral growth has been 
described as possibly the 

most spectacular in the 

Pilbara region and the 

coral reef fish and other 

marine animals are 

extremely diverse. 
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