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dimensions of human-wellbeing as a result of Indonesia's community forestry scheme - Hutan Desa 
(Village Forest) - using matched villages with and without Hutan Desa. We found that overall, the Village 
Forest designation successfully improves human-wellbeing; yet these benefits are heterogeneously 
distributed across land-use zones, reflecting baseline community livelihood characteristics. Communities 
benefit the most in watershed protection zones and typically rely on subsistence farming. In limited 
production zones, where communities depend largely on logging, basic wellbeing is reduced due to 
restrictions on timber harvest. In permanent or convertible production zones, where large monoculture 
plantations dominate, Hutan Desa has negative impacts on basic and environmental wellbeing, 
presumably related to land scarcity and the associated pressure to intensify agriculture production. 
Understanding the human-wellbeing consequences of Village Forests and how this varies spatially can 
help identify ways to address the heterogeneous needs and constraints of communities, and to inform 
future policy design. 
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What happens when populations are released from a strong limiting factor? This can occur in the 
context of invasions (populations are introduced to locations without their natural enemies) and 
conservation management (populations increase after removal of an introduced predator). Previous 
studies of herbivore introductions reveal that populations often display eruptive dynamics associated 
with resource overshoot: populations increase sufficiently fast that they overexploit the available 
resources and subsequently decline in abundance. A simple consumer-resource model highlights that 
we might anticipate a variety of outcomes when populations increase from low levels, ranging from 
population increase and stabilisation to strong eruptions and population crashes. We tested for the 
prevalence of eruptive dynamics in data from >100 time series documenting changes in population 
abundance arising from herbivore introductions around the world and in response to predator removal 
in Australia. We found evidence for eruptive dynamics in over one-third of cases. This has implications 
for conservation management: releasing populations from a strong limiting factor, such as removing 
predators, should allow populations to increase but the default expectation may not be that populations 
will stabilise at a higher level. Instead, consumer-resource dynamics, along with other factors, could 
generate a range of outcomes including subsequent population crashes. An additional result of our 
study is that we may be able to predict the years till the peak of an eruption. Such a prediction would 
help managers plan translocations from erupting populations.  
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