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We acknowledge the Malgana people as 
Traditional Owners of the lands and waters 

of Gathaaguda (Shark Bay) and pay our 
respects to their Elders past, present and 

emerging.





Why is there a need to 
reconstruct the fauna 

assemblage of Dirk Hartog 
Island?



50 % of global mammal extinctions 
in the last 200 years have occurred 

in Australia







Destocking and eradication

2005-2016

> 5000 sheep removed

Eradication 2014-2018
~440 feral cats removed 

Largest island eradication  
in the world

Eradicated 2008-2017
~11000 goats removed 

Fourth largest island 
eradication in the world

Eradication not feasible



STAGE II

FAUNA 
TRANSLOCATION 

PROGRAM



13 species

11 re-introductions

2 conservation 
introductions



112 translocated in 2017-19

BANDED HARE WALLABY

102 translocated in 
2017/18

RUFOUS HARE WALLABY BOODIE

Scheduled for 2023-25

WOYLIE

Scheduled for 2023-25



SHARK BAY BANDICOOT
99 translocated 2019/2020



WESTERN GRASSWREN
Scheduled for 2022



NATIVE RODENTS



DESERT MOUSE  
Scheduled for 

2023-25

GREATER STICK-NEST RAT

HEATH MOUSE
Need to find some first!

SHARK BAY MOUSE

80 translocated in 2021

62 translocated in 2021



THE PREDATORS



DIBBLER
57 released 

2019/20



MULGARA
Scheduled for 2023-

25



CHUDITCH
Scheduled for 

2025



KEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

2020/2021



Shark Bay bandicoots

Translocations to DHI 
completed

23 new recruits captured 
during monitoring 
sessions



Dibblers

Additional 31 translocated
to DHI from Perth Zoo

First evidence of breeding 
on Dirk Hartog Island



Shark Bay mice

First 80 translocated to DHI

Survivorship of 8/12 collared & eight 
additional uncollared animals



Greater stick-nest rats

First 62 translocated to DHI & survival 
of 13/15 collared animals 

Nest construction underway



PLANS FOR 2021/22

Monitoring, monitoring and more 
monitoring!!!!

Third dibbler translocation

Second Shark Bay mouse & 
greater stick-nest rat 
translocations

Western grasswren
translocation
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Biodiversity festival 
exhibition

The Shark Bay world heritage 
area turns 30!

Last weekend of August

Karen Wassman – Shark Bay 
Arts council




