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HERBS 

KANGAROO PAW - Aniqozanthos manglesii 
The State Floral Emblem is one 
of the most spectacular plants 

J.
K\)~Jlaµ with its vivid red and green 
'J)JY coloured flowers. Honey-eaters 

are often seen visiting for 
nectar and so pollinating the 
flowers. 

L MAIDS - Burchardia umbellata 
The attractive white flowers 
are borne in heads on tall 
slender stems. The fibrous 
leaves die down in summer to 
tubers below ground. 

- Sowerbaea laxiflora 

• 

The pendulous purple flowers 
retain their colour for quite 
long peri-ods. lts ' habit is 
very similar to that of the 
Milkmaids dying back during 
the hot dry summer months. 

REDINK SUNDEW - Drosera erythrorhiza 
This carnivorous plant occurs 
in immense carpets of several 
hundreds of rosettes, each of 
a few sticky leaves which trap 
and digest insects. Flowers in 
winter after summer bushfires. 

-~ Red juice is got from tubers. 
COWKICK TRIGGERPLANT - Stylidium schoenoides 

1/ 
The large white flowers of 
this trigger plant need only 
the slightest touch to release 
the trigger, which is used in 
pollination, helping to ensure 
cross-fertilization, 

PINK GLADIOLUS - Gladiolus caryophyllaceus 

'~ 

Described as nice but naughty, 
because the strongly scented 
bright pink flowers are borne 
by an aggressive introduced 
weed from South Africa. 

Freesia leichtlinii is another attractive 
introduced plant and is popu~la. r 
in gardens for its fragrant 
creamy white flowers with , ~ 
bright yellow throats. It ,~ ~ 
has poisonous tubers. ~ 

CAPEWEED - Arctotheca calendula 

"' 

Another introduction from 
South Africa, this member of 
the Daisy Family is a very 
troublesome weed in the 
wheatbelt as well as in parks. 

flower has a deep black centre. The yellow 

ORCHIDS 

DONKEY ORCHID - Diuris 101,gifolia 
A widespread and common plant 
with yellow and brown donkey­
faced flo1-1ers, the two lateral 
~etals are elongated like ears. 
Donkey orchids often grow in 
large clumps. 

GREENHOOD - Pterostylis vittata 
This is one of the earl iest 
orchids to flower, The hood is 
formed of two petals and the 
back sepal and is striped green 
or brown and white, The bloated 
seed capsules appear in late 
winter or early spring . 

JUG ORCHID - Pterostylis recurva 
lhis plant produces several 

' r'ather squat green and white 
' I 
~anded flowers on each stalk, 
As' in a I J. Pterostylis species 
the lip or labellum is sensitive 
to touch and traps poll i nating 
gnats and mosquitoes. 

KlNG-iR BLOOD SPIDER ORCHID - Caladenia huegelii 
This orchid has red-green spider 

/ I ike flowe r s on 25-40 cm tal I 
stalks. T'ie 1 ip of the flower is 
decorativ~ly fringed by long 

~ - rigid hairs . Some spider orchids 
are sweetly scented , The stalk 
arises from a single hairy leaf. 

- Caladenia flava 
This is a very widespread orchid 
in the South-west of Western 
Australia, Buttercup ye I low 
flowers vary in the amount of 
red spotting. 

PINK FAIRY - Caladenia latifolia 

.~ 

PURPLE ENAMEL 

This is another common orchid of 
the South-west although it does 
not penetrate so far in l and as 
the Cows I 'i p. l t grows in sma 11 
clumps. The leaves bear fine 
silky hairs. 

ORCHID - Elythranthera b=unonis 
This is also widespread. The 
very shiny glossy rich purple 
flowers are spectacular and 
unmistakable. After pol 1 ination 
the flowers fade to almost pink, 

ORT BUSHFIRES PROMPTLY BY TELEPHONE 
to either the Fire Brigade on 000 or the Board 
on (09) - 3214801 - 3215065 - 3215228. 
KINGS PARK BOARD, WEST PERTH, W,A. 6005 
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TKE~S 

Logging in the last cen t ury and repeated wild 
fire~ have reduced in both size and r ichness 
the once slend i d mixed hardwood forests of 
Kings Park. Even toda y rel ic stump s, sawp its 
and fire-scarred trees attest to these ravages. 
As you wander and expl o re the Na ture Trail the 
tree canopy, in pa rts, retains some elements 
of these early forests , especiall y where the 
loggers overlooked Tuart and Jarrah trees . Muc h 
modified today the wooded areas consist mainly 
of Ha r r i , Jarrah, Tuart, Sheoak and Banksias. 

MARR! - Eucalyptus calophylla 
v"\, J.'I 

~

\1 r; 

(/, ~~ 

~r -
; 

.\ 
. ~ 

The nec t a r r ich white blossom 
occurs summer to autumn, and 
is a haven for bird and insect 
life . The bark is fibrous in 
rectangular sect ions. Marri 
trees bear large gum-nuts, 
which are often scarred by the 
beaks of parrots . 

JARRAH - Eucalyptus ~arqina~a 
~ A •J This tr ee orovides Western 

0 .~ ' ' 1
, Australia'~ most famous 

("'\~,,.~0 • vr· structura I and . cabinet hard-
~~~. , wooo. Fl owers 1n summer. The 

' bark i s reddish-brown and in 
LI long stringy sections. 

TUART - Eucalyptus gomphocephala 

di . 
This tree has distinctive buds 

~ Tuarts ar~ attacked by se~eral t and oreen nuts, and the bark is 
grey-in small rough sections. 

VJ}/ wood rotting bracket fungi and 
boring insects. 

SHEOAK - Allocasuarina fraseriana 
The male and female trees are separate. 
Rust coloured catkins are borne by the I 
ma les in winter and spring. The cones 
can be seen on the females all the 
year round. The fine branches look )41 1 ike pi ne needles. 

BANKSIA - Banksia menziesii has silky-red two-
t!t toned flowers and coarsely 
~ il toothed l eaves. Two other 

~ 
Banksias can be found along 

~ the Nature Trail. B.gra.~dis or 
~~ Bull Banksia has large deeply 

ii,.4 toothed leaves and yellow 
~ flowers. B. attenua~a, which is 

anot her Fi rewood Banksia, has narrow, finely 
toothed leaves and a slender yellow cone. 

SHRUBS 

S1 I f.iK\,/00D - Jack:so:::::ia s-ce:::nbergiar:.a 
Pendulous angular branches bear 
red and ye! low pea flowers near 
the ends. When cu t the wood 
gives off an unpleasant odour. 
Jacksonia se:::icea is a silky 
grey leafleis plant growing as 
a tangle of prostrate branches 
and bearing yellow pea flowers. 

Dryandra sessilis 
This tall shrub has prickly 
grey-green leaves. The att r ac t ive 
creamy- yellow blossoms are a 
favourite with bees an d honey­
eaters. 

- Petrophile linea:::is 
This low shrub with grey-green 
foliage has terminal clusters of 
pale pink hairy flowers . Stems 
arise from a wood y root-stock or 
l ignotuber,the taproots s ink deep 
into the so i 1. 

NATIVE BUTJERCUP - Bibbercia hype:::icoides 
\,,? A very common low shrub with 

bright yellow flowers over a long 
period. Woody root-stocks enable 
t h is species to resprout quickl y 
after summer fires. 

PRIC~LY MOSES - Acacia pulchella 

~
~~' A smal 1 prickly wattle with many 

small yellow flowers in spherical 
heads. It grows from seed after 
hot bushfires forming dense 
thickets providing cover for 
small nesting birds. 

SWAN RIVER MYRTLE - Hypocalymrna robust~~ 

~ 
This low shrub bears many scented 
pink flowers alonq the branches 
in spring. Each flower has five 
petals and more than sixty 
stamens. , 

Melaleuca ace:::osa is also in the Myrtle Family 

J/
·~ and is related to the Paperbarks 

and Bottlebrus hes. The flowe rs 
are cream, in heads. The round 
fruits are borne in clusters on 
the old stems. 

WOOLLY BUSH - Adenanthos cygnorum looks like a 
coniferous shrub because its finely div i ded leaf 
looks 1 ike a group of short pine needles, olive­
green in colour . The solitary orange-red flowers 
are hidden among the leaves . The flower's form 
gives this shrub another of its cowman names, 
the Stick-in-jug. 

CRE~PERS AND CLIMBERS 

POSTMAN , RED RUNNER - Ke,.:.nedi a proscraca 

VL; 

Scarle t fl owers are produced at 
the ends of long prostrate stems. 
As with many other plants in the 
Pea Fami l y the hard seeds need 
treatment in order to germinate, 
this is by fire in nature. 
- Hardenbergia comptoniana 
One of the few climbers native 
to Kings Park. It has attractive 
'Wisteria-I ike' clusters of deep 
purple pea flowers in spring. 

~;~ ; PLANTS OF INTEREST 

BLACKBOY - Xenthorrhoea preissii 
~ I/ The outside of t he trunk consists 

,· of tightl y packe d leaf-bases 

~ 
iijf 

b l ackened by fire. The spear- 1 ike 
f l owering spikes bear hundreds of 
small white flowers. They l i ve t o 
a great age, 200 or more years. 

ZAM IA - .'1ac:::oza.rnia riedlei 
~ 1 \;Jjf This palm-1 ike plant belongs to 
~ ,~Ja an ancient group ca 11 ed Cycads. 

, \ \
1 
l~.-1 The male ancf female plants are 

\,¼~ .
1 

separate . Distinctive cones are 
~ produced about 18 months after a 

~ bushfire. 
BLUEBOY - Stirlinqia latifolia 

This strange shrub has buff blue 
leaves and erect brown to orange 
flower heads. The plant became 
regarded as a curio when plaster 
made from sand where blueboy grew 
turned blue, hence the name. 

INTRODUCED GRASSES 

Due to the similar climate many Mediterranean 
and South African grasses, often introduced in 
order to cultivate them, have become naturalised. 

VELD GRASS - Ehrharta calycina 

A· ,ii 
\~ I~ -

Several grasses have become 
naturalised in Western Australia, 
but the most successful competing 
with native plants in the Park is 
this perennial species. It has 
pink to rusty red flower spikes 
arising from a thick clump. Veld 
Grass spreads by ·underground 
runners as well as by seed, it 

thrives under a regime of frequent bushfires. 


