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Marine reserves in Western Australia

Western Australia’s coastline is the longest in Australia.
Our coastal waters are home to some of the world'’s
most remarkable marine ecosystems and unique and
diverse wildlife such as whale sharks, southern right
whales, sea lions and fur seals, sea turtles, coral and
temperate reefs, seagrass meadows, and hundreds

of species of temperate and tropical fish. Many of

the State’s marine plants and animals, particularly
those found along the south coast, occur nowhere
else in the world.

Over recent decades our marine environment has been
under increasing pressure from a range of threats such as
pollution, climate change and competition for resources.
Marine reserves help to conserve marine habitats and
biodiversity, and build resilience into marine ecosystems
so that they are better able to deal with threats and adapt
to a changing environment.

Conservation framework

Marine reserves are increasingly being recognised and
used as a vital tool to conserve marine biodiversity
globally. Australia’s Governments (Commonwealth,

State and Territory) are committed to creating a National
Representative System of Marine Protected Areas. Marine
reserves have progressively been established in WA since
1987.The long-term goal is to establish and manage a
comprehensive, adequate and representative system of
marine reserves that provides protection for all types of
marine habitats and biodiversity found within WA's coastal
waters. Marine reserves are created under the Conservation
and Land Management Act 1984 (CALM Act) and managed
by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions, along with traditional owners in some areas.
The Department of Primary Industries and Regional

Development continues to manage fishing under the Fish
Resources Management Act 1994 in marine reserves.

Types of marine reserves

There are three types of marine reserve used in WA —
marine parks, marine management areas and marine
nature reserves. The purpose of each type of marine reserve
is described below:

- marine park - created for the purpose of allowing only
that level of recreational and commercial activity which
is consistent with the proper conservation of the natural
environment, the protection of flora and fauna and the
preservation of any feature of archaeological, historic
or scientific interest. Marine parks are designed to allow
multiple sustainable uses to continue.

- marine management area — created for the purpose
of managing and safeguarding the marine environment
so that it may be used for conservation, recreational,
scientific and commercial purposes.

+ marine nature reserve — created for the purpose of:
i. the conservation of the natural environment
ii. the protection, care and study of flora and fauna

iii. the preservation of any feature of archaeological,
historic or scientific interest.

Subject to the passage of the Conservation and Land
Management Amendment Bill 2021, future amendments
to the CALM Act will broaden the conservation purpose of
marine reserves to include the protection and conservation
of the value of marine reserves to the culture and heritage
of Aboriginal people.

There are 17 marine parks, 2 marine management areas
and 1 marine nature reserve in WA (see map on next page).



=
S
C
(a1
()]
c
'
©
=
i
(7]
(C
@)
O
i -
e
-
@)
(Vg
n
()]
v
@)
Q.
@)
S
a.

PROPOSED SOUTH COAST
MARINE PARK

Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions

PARKS AND

WILDLIFE
SERVICE

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

JURIEN BAY
Marmion Wedge Island
Indian Ocean Marine Park \ Eucla
PERTH
Shoalwater ﬂ S'\\lnvaq Est:arlf Twilight Cove
Islands § arine Far
Marine Park VMANDURAH
Cape Naturaliste ‘BUNBURY
Ngari Capes Hopetoun___ESPERANCE
N Marine Park Augusta Bremer Ba Y 9 °
W<$>E Cape Leeuwin Recherche
! d Archipelago
0 100 200 300 400 500 Walpole and
Nornalup Inlets Southern Ocean
Kilometres Marine Park

Western Australia's
CALM Act Marine
Reserves

07 September 2021

Rowley Shoals
Marine Park @

Indian Ocean Montebello Islands

Marine Park

Barrow Island

Blaghspal Eighty Mile Beach
Muiron Islands Marine 3 ~z# PORT HEDLAND Marine Park
Management Area KARRATHA
EXMOUT 5 Onslow Barrow Island Marine
¥ Management Area
Ningaloo Exmouth Gulf
Marine Park
Coral Bay
LEGEND

ARNARVON

Hartog
Island

Shark Bay Reserve

Marine Park

Houtman
Abrolhos
Jurien Bay
Marine Park

albarri

GERALDTON

Hamelin Pool
Marine Nature

North Kimberley
Marine Park

Timor Sea

North
Lalang-garram
Marine Park

Adele Island ¢y 3

Buccaneer
Archipelago,/

R
ke

KUNUNURRA

Lalang-garram/
Camden Sound
Marine Park

Lalang-garram /
Horizontal Falls

BROOME Marine Park

Roebuck Bay [
Yawuru Nagulagun /
Roebuck Bay
Marine Park

/. Limit of Coastal Waters of the State of WA
Limit of Australian Territorial Sea
Limit of Exclusive Economic Zone
DBCA managed lands
CALM Act Marine Parks & Reserves as at September 2021
Il Marine Nature Reserve '
- Marine Park '
Marine Management Area’
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More information

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
Esperance District

92 Dempster Street Esperance

PO Box 234 ESPERANCE 6450

Phone (08) 9083 2100

Fax (08) 9071 3657

Email: pscmp@dbca.wa.gov.au

dbca.wa.gov.au/south-coast-marine-park

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
Esperance Office

PMB 50 Melijinup Road

Esperance WA 6450

Phone: (08) 9083 1111

Fax: (08) 9083 1100

Email: enquiries@agric.wa.gov.au

dpird.wa.gov.au

Header photos: Leafy seadragon. Photo — Peter Nicholas. Southern right whales. Photo — Peter Nicholas/DBCA. Fishing on the south coast. Photo — Tourism WA.
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https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/parks-and-wildlife-service/plan-for-our-parks/south-coast-marine-park
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-primary-industries-and-regional-development

