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STAFF NOT ES. 

The Director, Mr,. A. J. Fras;;ir, will attend the annual 
m8eting o~ the Pemberton-Warren Trout Acc~imatisation Society at 
Pemberton on Saturday evening, October 10. The following morning 
he will take the chair at the annual meeting of the Trout Acclima
tisation Council of W.A. Technical Officer J. S. Simpson wiJ.l 
also attend. 

The Research 0:fficer, Mr. B. K. Bowen, and Mr.·w. 1' 
Cherrington, of H°,::)ad Office, made a rush trip to Penberton on 
Septe~ber·10. They took with them 20,000 trout ova brought by 
air from the Trout Hatchery at Snob's Creek, Victoria, and.made 
available by the Victorian Fisheries and Game Department on an 
exchange basis for expe!'imental purposes. 

We welcome to the staff the following officers -

* ·Miss Yvonne Lauffer, who commenced duty at Head Office on 
August li-, J.959, vice Miss Cann, resigned. 

* Mr .. Norman Henry, who was appointed Assistant Inspactor on 
August 24-, :J.959. 

-* Master Kevin Enright, who commenced on September 7 as Cadet 
Inspector. 

*Mr.Dudley Gordon, appointed on September 21 as temporary 
Assistant Inspector. 

Miss Lauffer, who entered hospi ta-1 on August 27 to undergo 
an emergent append9ctomy, resumed duty after sick leave on Septem
ber 21. 
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fil'JNUAL INSPECTORS I CONFERENCE,. 

In the S~ptember issus of' this Bulletin, on pages 125 
and 126, we publish0d a brief' suilllilary of the proceedings on the 
opening day of' the 16th Annual Conf'erznce of Inspectors. Here
under is a sullll:lary of the reports and discussions of the two 
f'inal days of the conf'erence. 

Fauna Section. 

Fauna Warden S. Wo Bowler outlined the patrols he had 
undertaken during the year in the South-West, Great Southern, 
Midlands, and Kimberley districts. He also reported highlights 
of tours of ~nspection of some of' the islands of' the Recherche 
Archipelago and when in company with the Fauna Protection Advisory 
Committee on its tour through the Great Southern, Esperance; Duke 
of' Orleans Bay and Kalgoorlie Goldi'ields districts. 

Reviewing the increase in policing activities brought 
about by tbe inception of' the cage bird and pet f'ood trades~ Mr. 
Bowler said that the number of' licens ,es issu8d had increase.d 
markedJ.y compared with the previous tw81Ve months • . This ref
erred particularly to bird trappers and dealers' export and im
port licenses. Mr. Bowler f'orecast that in the f'oreseeabl·e 
future it would be nec essary to introduce limits on the number 
of' finch3s that might be taken by any trappar and to restrict 
the -number of' trappars who might operate. He considered that 
the present. open season f'or kangaroos had enabled mass deatruc ... 
tion methods to be adopted. This had reduc~d the numbers of'. 
the&e animals in some districts to such low proportions that he 
thought it would be many years before they would become a nuisance 
again. Bef'ore concluding his report, Mr. Bowler dealt with the 
number. cf his misc·e11aneous duties including co-operation of' Hon
orary' Ward~ns, bird banding activities and th3 nursing of' giant 
petrels blown .as.hor.3 during winter gales. 

The Fauna Prot3_ction of'ficer, Mr. Shugg brief'ly ex- -
plained the administration of' the Fauna Protection Act. · He 
pointad out that in addition to the policing activiti as generally 
covered by the Fauna Warden, the Departmant was charged with en~ 
suring that all possibla steps bB taken to conservs and presarve 
sections of' our native f'auna £'or economic, aesthetic and scientific 
purposes. He pointed out that it was generally accepted these 
days that only presBrvation of the habitat, and its maintainance 
in near-natural condition, cou::Ld ensure the survival of the species • 
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nesians, Malays and Chinese. Only 14 professional fishermen's 
licenses had been issued during the year, and poor fishing had 
been experienc2-d. He attributed this to the hot weather ex
perienced and the higher water temperatures which prsvented fish 
f'rom penetrating into Roebuck Bayo Ind8ed, the f'ish were so 
scarce that the · fishermen were farced to give up fishing. Re
ferring to the Pearls Pty. Ltd's pearl culturing venture at Kuri 
Bay, Mr. Baird report,;,d that the first harvest had been success
ful and culture pearls of' fine quality had been r ·acovered. He 
said that while no definite valuation of the Australian cultured 
pearl had been decided, it was thought that the price for a top 
grade cultured pearl would be about one-third of the value of a 
good natural pearl. The Kuri Bay product was superior to the 
Japanese and' was a lot larger - the Australian cultured pearl 
ranging in size · from 50-90 grains, whereas the best Japanese 
pearl was about 4b grains. 

Referring to the f'auna patrol carried out during Aug
ust and September with Warden s.w. Bowler, Mr. Baird said it had 
been a very interesting experience and a good deal of information 
had been obtained about the fauna of the Kimberley region. Un
fortunately, he added, one of his strongest impressions was the 
"don't care" attitude of the majority of- station owners towards 
the f'auna, and their lack of' hospitality. Mr. Baird concluded 
his address with the showing of selected slides on the pearling 
and pearl culture industries. 

Research Section. 

Mr• B. K. Bo~~..!:, Research of'ficer, summarised the 
research projeota his section had in hand. These were the set
net experiments being ca.:i:·ried out in Mandurah waters, fertilisation 
of farm dams and limnological studies thereon, f'ertility and mor
tali-cy rates in the trout hatcheries at Pemberton, and prawn and 
scallop testing at Ex:mouth Gulf and Shark Bay. 

He then briefly described an ecological survey of 
Bernier and Dorre Islands, the first cf its kind carri9d out 
ur.ider the auspices of the Department. The survey, he said, had 
been undertaken to give the Fauna Protection Advisory Committee 
inf'ormation on the needs of the fauna of the island, so that it 
could make recommendations to the Minister in respect of an app
lication to lease parts of the islands for, tourist purposes. Mr. 
Bowen lad the survey party, other members of which were Dr. W. D. 
L. Ride, Dir~ctor, Dr. Go F. Mees, Curator of Birds, and Mr. A. 
M. Douglas, Entomologist, of the W.A. Mus ~um; Mr. R. D. Royce, 
Senior Botanist, Department of Agriculture; and Mr. H. Tindale-
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Biscoe, Department of Zoology, Univ~rsity of W.A. The party was 
landed. first on Dorre Island, and later on Bernier Island, having 
been transported from Carnarvon on the research vessel "Lancelin" 
under the co.r:unand of Assistant Inspector D. Wright, ,vi th Inspector 
N.E. MacLaughlan as sailing mastar and Mr. C.R .. C. Hairn,s as mate. 
Mr. Bowen went on to show slides to ill;strate the f .J.ora and fauna 
of the island, sp,3cimens of which prove~ to be most int3resting, in-
cluding some species believed to be new tn sci enc,,. He · said that 
a complete report was being pr::,pared and.. would be published ip due 
course. 

Captain H.C.We Piesse outi:£ned r.v. "Lancelin1 s" activit
ies in prawn and scallop surveys of the waters of the neare~ North
west~ and Technical officer · R. J. McKay showed slides and de.scribed 
the activities of commarcial trawlers . on the prawning grounds. 

Technicai officer L. G. Smith surar,1aris3d the results of 
his year's actiyities in bream tagging, the set-net experiments at 
Mandurah and trout transport and liberation. 

Technical officer J. s. Simp_son outlh1ed the surv'9y work 
on farm dams. 

Whaling. 

Assistant Ins~~ctor D. Wright de9cribed operations at 
the Nor'West Whaling co:s station at Babbage Island, Carnarvon, 
in 19580 The. season was in full swing by July 7, he said, with 
catc.hes of fro:p 7 to 19 whales a day. The best day's catch was 
20 on July 10, and. the best weekly catch was 120 for the ·week 
ended July 10. · The whales wer '&· aJ.1 -in~· goqd· 'condition, the blubber 
being up to 8 11 in thickness. Smaller ··whal~s 'a:pproximately 35-38f't 
in length were found to . pe pl;;mtiful in . the Sha.rk Bay area, and 
their blubber and meat p~oved to be in exc~llent condition. In 
mid-:-August, Mr. Wright continued, the daily catches became smaller, 
and although blubber measurements were about the same, the quality 
deteriorated, becoming more fibrous. By the beginning of Sept
ember, th9 catches .of larger whales had ·dropp3d off, the catcher 
boats repr:rting numbers of cows with ce.lves, and small whales of 
about 36 feet. By Octobe;r' 1 the weekly catch was very poor and 
a large number of the Station'.' s staff was disLtlssed. By October 
19, only an odd cow and calf were sighted, and the ·season officially 
closed on October 21. 

-v~t v1H .I\J" 1 o . 
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Vo1. VITI, No. 9 September, 1959. 

STAFF NOTES. 

The Minister f9r Fisheries (Mr. Hutchinson) visited 
Geraldton from August 28 to 30 and met representatives of the 
G-eraldton Fishermen• a Association and profess:i:onal fishermen. He 
was acoompanied by the Director, Mr,, A.J. Fras·er, and the Chief 
Clerk, Mr. B.R. Saville. The Under Seoretacy of the Department 
of Health., Mr. J.J. Devereux, and the Minis-:l,_E1r's secretacy, Mr. 
J.R. Driscoll,'were also in the party. · 

On Saturday morning, August 29, from the fore-deck 
of the -crayfish carrier boat 11Irus", the Minister reviewed a sail 
past by craft.of the fishing fleet based at Geraldton. This 
was one of the many·eveµ.ts organised in connection with the 

. Geraldton Sunshine Festival. · 

The Director, Mr. A.J·. Fraser, will commence annual 
leave on September 7. He intends to re-visit Sydney and his old 
home at Pe.tershaun. · 

The Chief C.lerk, Mr. B .R. Savill.e, will commence one 
week1 s annual leave on September 3. 

Other officers to· enjoy annual leave.this month will 
be Technical Off'icers·J.S. Simpson and R.J. Mc:Ka;y, who will 
commence leave • on September 7 ~nd 28, respecti ve1y. 

·Inspector N.E. ·McLau.ghla.h, of Shark Bay, will begin 
bi9nn.ie1 · leeeve on Septemb.er 3. During his absence Assistant 
Inspector H.D,. Kavanagh will be in charge of the district. · 
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Inspector A. V. Green, of Mandurah, commenced annual 
l0ave on.Augus_t 24. Until M~. Green's return to duty o~ · 
September 14, Relieving .):hspector G.C. Jeffery ~11. be in charge· · 
o-f: the Mandurah district. • 

J . 

· .. ··. ,. 

The Fauna Warden, Mr. S.W. Bowler, also commenced 
· annual leave on August 24. 

The Research Officer, Mr. B.K. Bowen, has received 
approval to tak,=, . two waek.s 1 annual leave on October 12, followed 
by three months' . loi:ig service leav3 and one month's study leave. 
He vq.11 visit kindred departments in New Zealand, New. South 
Wales and Victoria and will at-trend the·· inaugural meeting 'of the 
Austra.lian Waterfowl Comi:nitt-eo to be held in Melbourne next . 
Feibruary ~ · 

Congratulations arr.l extended to Mr. and _.Mrs. B.I_(. 
Bowen on · :the birth of th9_ir se·6ond daughter, : Evezyn; .A,nn, At -the 
King Edward Memorial Hospital, on Aµgust 1 B.· . . . · · .. _ . . i .. · ·. 

The _Fauna Protection Officer, Mr. H.B. Shugg, will 
also comnience annual leave on October 12. 

MINISTER :ENTERTAINS VISITORS · 

. . . To give senior officers of the Department and others 
the 9.pp.ortuni ty-. ·of . m\'}eting colleagues and co-workers from the 
eastarn Stat"es, • who . were. to a.ttend the . th_i:rty-fourth congress of 
the Australian and New Z,ea.land Association for · the Advancement of 
Science, the Minister for Fisheries (Mr. ' Hutchinson) gave a 
bu-f:fet cU,.nner at the Palace Hotel on August 24~ - Visitors from 
othe~ States included Drs. J.M. Thomson, and A.G. Nicholls, 
Principal Res.earch Officers, Division of Fisheries and Ocean
ography! C .S.I.R.O., · of' Cronulla, N.S.W;._. and Hobart, Tasmania, 
resp ecti vel;y-; Messrs. J. McNally, Depufy Director, D .D. Lynch, 
Senior Research Officer, and D.C. Woodland and J. Ling Research 

. Officers, of the Victorian Fisheries and Game Departme:i.t; :tiessrs. 
F.N. Ratcl.if:fe, Officer-in-Charge, H.J. Frith, Principal Research 

I 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Researoh Officer, Mr. B.K. Bowen, will lead a 
scientific team to Bernier and Dorre Islands during the month. The 
party will leave Perth for Garnarvon on July 11 and two days later 
will board the Lanoelin for the . trip across to the islands which a re 
approximately 40 miles west of that port. 

-Senior Inspector J.E.· Munro will begin annual leave on 
July 13. 

Congratulations are the order of the day ~o the follow7 
ing officers ... 

•:t Mr. G.J. S eabrook1 who was appointed Assistant Inspe_otor~ 
Classification G-VII-1/2., as from April 1; 1959. 
During the month Mr. $eabrook received notification that· 
he had passed the examinations for, anu been awarded, the 
Motor Engine D)'.'iver1 s Competency Certificate and Skipper's 
Certificate Grade 2. · 

A daughter, Joanne, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Seabrook on 
June 8. 

* Mr. E.H •. Barker, who was .promoted to the posi tio:p. of 
Assistant Inspector, Classification G-VII-1/2, a.s from 
June 5. 

Cadet Inspector R.G. Emery, who was appointed to the perm
anent staff on June 5. 
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DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

As stated in the previous issue, _hereunder are listed 
Hie recoveries of bands from grey teal;. arid other species of wild duoks 
re_oeived th~s year ·.;:. 
~___,;..... .. ____________________ ..., _________________________________ _ 
Band BANDING l RECOVERY ' l bistanoe 

N. o_. j---------~~----t-------~---~-----, Flown Date i Place Date • Plaoe I · 

Grey Teal 

4107 1, 7/4/56 

4-753 11/4/58 

Yere Yere Stn. 
Dandaragan. 

Wardering Lake, 
Woodanilli:n.g• 

Near -Murapin 
Lake, . .. 
Woodanilliri:g~ . 

B:i:g Bootine 
Swamp, 

:Beermullah. 

4-509 16/1/58 Karrinyup Lake, 
Wanneroo:. 

4-520 18/1/58 Karrinyup Lake, 
Wanneroo~ 

3957 27/3/56 Wardering Lake, 
Woodanilling. 

4-172 7 /12/56 . Gundaring Lake, 
Wagin. · · 

3923 26/3/56 Wardering Lake, 
Woodanilling. 

11 /1/59 

10/1/59 

3/1/59 

10/1/59 

1 d/1/59 

16/1/59 

21/12/58 

4-369 7 /11 /57 Koombe~kin_e Lake,;· . 23/1 2/58 
1 Dowerin. ' 

Moora Lakes I 
20 miles w-sst Ii 
of Woodanillini 

Gasuarina swa, 

Rowles Lagoon, ! 
North-east of ., 
Kalgoorlie f 

18' miles 

10 " 

30 II 

310 II 

Goo malling . : , 75 · .~· 11 

Spade La~e • · 53 11 

. north of ·: 
Beermlilla:h ; 

·3 miles south 
bf P:i;;!ljarra 

1'00 II 

Behind 125 11 

Busselton Golf , 
Club. 

I 
Near Ora Banda 

I 
j Mouth of' · i 
i Harvey River. ! 

320 II 

14-0 11 

I 

/ 

~ 
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Band BANDING 
i 

RECOVERY i Distance 
No. 

Da:te. Place Date Place 
· Flown 

l 
L 

Gre;z Teal 
~ - . 

li-14-9 5/12/56 Gundaring Lake, 18/1/59 Disused Dam 315. mil(;) s 
Wagin. ·· ~-58 pules f'rom 

Kalgoorlie on 
Kalgoorlie-
Menzies Road. 

4557 24/1/58 Karrinyup Lake, 28/1/59 Lake Meal up, 55 II 

Wanneroo. I· Peel Inlet. 

3110 2/12/54 Near Meokering 11 /1/59 White Lake, 75 II 

I Yealering. I 

3185 · 23/1/55 Yealering Lake, 11/1/59 Pool on Milgun 520 II 

Wickepin. Stn. Gascoyne 
' River. 
I 

3022 . 23/11 /51- L M · 26/1/59 Avon River, 15 11. ake ears, 
Brockton. 8 miles S.E. of' 

Mt. Kokeby. 

' 7/1/59 . Coolup. 9/1/59 
I 10 II 14-911 Boggy ~a:Y:, 

Peel Inlet. 

¼03 14/11/5' 
~ . 
. Metcalf' Lake, 11/10/58 Kalgoorlie. 270 II 

: Dowerin. I 
\ I 

1/3/58 • Karrinyup1 Lake, 
I 

1 75 II 4-588 ~~/~/59~a, Lakes 15 mls. 
· Wa:n:heroo. south of' ! 

.. Data of' Tambellup. 
· .. . rS)COV3ry l not known 

l 

3894- 28/3/56 Wardering Lake, 14/2/59 Taarblin Lake, I 4-3 II 

I Woodanilling. 

I.. 
east Na:rrogin~ 

; 

3/2/591 14-928 Coolup. 22/2/59 18 mls. north 55 II I ,, 
of' Capel. 
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Band BANDING No. Date l · Place 

4-1 02 15/4-/56 Yathroo S-.n. 
Dandaragan,. 

3937 •
1
• /~_:_./5~ ! -.., -,r.:~ .. _.~~-=; 1~~ .. ng La.ke, 

i 
~-/Qc 1..;.a1.;. i J j_i11go 

4912 10/1/59 Coolup. 

4-331 5/11/57 Kromberlt-..ine Lake, 
Dowerin. 

4929 3/2/59 Coolup. 

4919 15/1/59 Coolup. 

4577 27/2/58 .}<arr~nyup Lake. 
·' . ·. 

i , 

3970 ,28/3/56 Wardering Lake, 
,• Woodanilling. 

4670 . 5/4/.58 Near Murapih _Lake, 
Woodarulling. 

4~3 5/2/57 
' .. i 

Craigs Lake, 
Kewdale. 

4603 6/3/58 Yathroo Stn., ! Da;ndaragan. 

- -
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RECOVERY Distance 

Date 
, 

Place . 
Flown 

: :· 
Grer Teal 

22/2/59 Gundaring Lake, 203 mls • 
Wagin,. 

25/2/59· Wannamal Lakes_,; 180 II . 
. 

12/3/59 Wilson Inlet 180 II 

14/3/59 Cook's Lake 67 " 
2 mls. west of' • 
Moora. 

J+/3/59 . Coolup, \ 

Location 75. 
. , 

36/3/59 Dookanooka l;lwamp 205 II 

16 mls. s.w. of 
Three Springs o 

14/3/59 Marada Lake, :82. " 
3 m.ls. N. W. of' 
Moora. •', 

: 

30/3/59 Toolibin : Lake, 45 II 

... East Narrogin. 

26/3/59 Red Lake, south 31'5 II 

'of' Kalgoorlie. 
'. 

11/4/55 Toolibin Lake, 120 " ; 

! East Narrogin. ! 

l 

! 

4/4/59 Moora. 20 " 
i 

' i 
I 

i ! 

I 
__.J 

/ 
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~istance Band l 

No. 
BANDING+ RECOVERY 

Date Place Date ' Plaoe !lown 

! ) 

44-02 15/11/57 Near ¥etoalf Lake, 19/4/591 Taarblin Lake, 130 mJ.s. 
Dowerin. east Narrogin. 

I 

1 4753 24/~/59 ·Cape Riche 10/3/591 Cape Riche. 

2997 21/11/54 Lake Maar.s, 1 9/4/5.9 L13,ka Brown, o:f'f' 30 II 
~ Brockton. Yealering. , 

:; .. 

4018 12/4/5'6 Yathroo St:i;i.:, · '. 20/4/59 ' Qualen Lake . 83 II 

" 
Dandaragan~ 10 miles N.W. of' 

-. .· I D0werin, ' ', 

4/1 /5~ : M

0

(}Hugh 1 s .½,ke . 4235 19/1/57 do 83 II 

. 7 · miles north of' 
I Dowarin. 

4654 4/4/58 Murapin Lake, 4/1/59 ' Oak Park Lake 165 II 

' Woodanilling. ·1 7 miles north 
w.:,st of' Dow.er.in. 

' 

44-39 5/11/57 Kcbmberkine Lake, 3/4/59 Lake_ System 334 " 
Dower.in • . 16 miles N.W. of' 

Esperance. 

~-
3864 , 25/3/56 Wardering Lake, March I Murapin Lake, 

Woodanilling. 1959 Woodanillin~• i 

, . 
2058 19/12/53 Watson's Lake, Mid Apl~ Bremer Bay. 123 II 

. Dumbleyung. 
1959 I • 

3116 4/12/54 Meckering District 283 II Band ·. Trig Pool W,;lar 
I ssnt in Lake Austin, 

on Cue distriqt. 
2/7/59 

Mountain Duck I 
I 

6705 10/3/57 Wardering Lake. 21/12/58 Sam Light1 s Swamp · 
near Waydering. 

I 

I Maned 'Goose 
I 
! 

7242 8/3/58 Yathroo Station, 10/1/59 Kanowna Lakes 345 mls. 

i Dandaragan. 
I 

near Kalgoorlie. 
·1 

3495 17/2/56 . Craig~ Lake, 3/1/59 II I Near Mingenew. 190 
Kewdale. 

/ 

/ 
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S'.:i."AFF NOTES 

. The Director visit.ed the fi eli station at Rottnest 
Island for a few days during May and later, on May 20, 21 and 22, 
aocompani3d the Minister for Fish3riss, Mr. Hutchinson, on a visit 
to Dongara and Geraldton. 

The Research Officer, Mr. B.K. Bowen, accompanied , 
the l\linister to Margaret River to investigate a complaint of ·nst 
fishing in clos3d waters made by the Augusta-Margaret Rive~ Tourist 
Bureau. Th0y wcir2 jo;im,d at Bunbury by Inspector T.B. Baines. 
The M:i,nister1s S8cr:itary, Mr. Jo¥• Driscoll, also attended. 

Later in th8 month Mr. Bowen visited Pemb8rton to see . 
the first 11 stripping" of trout eggs and th?- commenc.ement of the· 

. hatching S9°i'!,SOn.· He a;lso conferred with Technical Officer 
J. s. Simpson, who is spe;ndirig some w3,ks working there on trout 
fertility studies. 

Inspector s.c. Stakoe r'3Signed,·from the public S':lrvice 
on. May 7. · Ths resignation of Assistant Insp9ctor s. La Roche has. · 
also been ac~apte_d.· · He will. cease duty on June 4. 

We welcome to the staff Mr. Geoffrey David Houston 
of South Perth, who will commence duty as an assistant insp9ctor on 
June 2. ·· 

I 
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Besides the national committee;whioh comprises some of 
Australia's foremost scientists, a sub-committee has been appointed in 
each St4te. The members of the sub-committee for Western Australia 
are -

· Dr. W.D.L. Ride, Director of the Western Australian 

Mr. 
Mr·. 
Dr~ 
✓. 

Mr. 
Mr• 

A.J,. 
A,b. 
A.R. 

d~A. 
H.. b. 

Museum, - Chairman; 
Fraser, Director of Fisheries; 
Ha;i'ris, C0nsarvator of .p'oreata;: 
Main; Department of Zoology; 

·unive·rsity of W.A.; , 
Gardner, Government Botanist; 
Royce; Senio~ Botanist of the 

,.,.; # • ' • W .• II•-
Agriculture 

D~pt·.; 
· D~~ -A~R~ Wilson, Department of ~~logy; University of 

V{.A.-MJ~ T.A. Cleave; Divisional Surveyor, Lands Department. 

Dr. Ride; who is a pal3ozoolog:i.st; is aiso a memb3I' of 
the Austra:Lian Cornmi ttee. 

. . ! . 

DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

HBreunder are details of further duck bands returned 
since the previ0us list was published in the January issue of this 
Bulletin - Volume VIII, No. 1. As mora than 100 bands have bean 
returned during the period, space limitations necessitate only sorne 
black duck bands·being r 8cord3d lJ.3ra. Recoveries of grey teal and 
other species will appear in the ·next i~sue. 

One oi the more interesting recoveries was No. 2330, a 
black duck in its fifth year of banding. It had been ringed at 
Cook's ·Farm, Moor.a, on Febr~ary 14, 1954, and was recovered mar 
Cowaramup on January 1, 1959, about 230 miles from its banding site. 
Un:f'ortunately, age of the bird at banding was not established so that 
we cannot say how old it was when shot but, through further recoveries 
of this nature, the· research programme will eventually giv8 us a · · 
picture 0£ the age structure of the duck population. 

Two ot}:l8r recoveries worth commenting on were from 
ducks banded in the Dandaragan distr~ct on January 6 and 7, 1957. 
The first, No. -6290, was shot near M_aA1ind-en in the Colli'3 district 
on February 15, 1959; while the second, No. 6298, was only 18 miles 
f':itom its: funding site when it was shot a w~ek earlier at Moora. 

' 
These two recoveries and th~t of bands 11925 and 11 926 

illustrate the impossibility of predictin~ in which direction ducks 
will move. The latter wBre banded at ·co61up in January of this year. 

/ 

/ 
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\ The :first, 11925, was recov8red 34-5 rni1es away at the Murchison 
\ . River Crossing on March 8, . The second was shot on the Harvey River 

on March 21, only 25 miles :from its banding site. 

- . 

. . 

Band No. 6587 was also o:f particular inter~st as it 
demonstrated a marked easterly movement o:f black duck which has 
seldom baen so def'ini tely recorded.. This duck was band~d at 
Karrinyup Lake in February, 1957, and was shot 290 mil;,s away in 
March o:f thi,s year on the upper reaches of the Vfast River near · 
Ravens thorp e. 

1 ··: Band 
No. 

BANDING RECOVERY . Distance 
Dat$~ ! Place Date Place Flown 

I 
. I 

' Black Ducki 
I 
! ! 

I 

·. ·111'/59 l 
2330 1°4/2/54 · I Cook

1 
s Farm, About ·3 miles 230 mi,les 

Moora. S. E. of' 

I 
Cowaramup 

29/3/58 22/12/58 7302 j Near Murap · 9 mil9S W9St o-f: 55 miles 
Lake, Quindanning 
Woodanilling 
District 

7784 .12/4j58 do 3/1/59 Taarblin Lake 45 miles 
-\ ~ 
·,. 

7600 ·. 6/4/58 do 21/12/58 Beermullah, 175 II 

via Gingin 

7138 17/1/58 Karrinyup 27/12/58 ' Wannamal Lake 60 " 
Lake 

I ; 

7324 \ 30/3/58 ! Mura pin Lake 10/1/59 ! Dornd.ucking 20 I! 

(near) . i Lab'\ ~ 20 miles 
\ c:iast of Wagin 

i 

6927 4/4/57· Queens Mid-Dec. Three Springs 167 II 

Gardens . 1957 

6'981 8/4/57 do do 
II 

do do 

2294 25/1/54 57/58 16 miles I do l Wanneroo 
season ' I 

6401 27/1/57 Craigs Lake 12/1/59 I Balingup River 120 " 
-.J Kewdale I 
' 

. ! 
' 

"uf "'"hS'D 
., - ~" (, . -- ~ 10,b~ 1 \P"l YJ!i.) 

/ 

/ • 

I 
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l 
I 

·Band BANDING i RECOVERY Dist.a.nee 
No. Date i Place Date Plaoe •.· Flown 

! . 

11916 14/1/59 I Y ahjettee 18/1/59 Browns Dairy 
~arm, Coolup Coolup 

7972 9/5/58 · .. Que':lns . 9/1/59 Mouth of 58 miles 
'·. ' . Gardens Harvey River 

7970 do do do do do 
; 

6410 27/1/57 Craigs Lake, 31/1/59 do 57 miles 
Kewdale 

3268 3/2/55 Cape Riche ? Jan •. ·Cl:).pe Riche 
· •(, 1959 
'" 

6298 7/1/57: Yere Yere Stn 8/2/59 
i 

.Ab.out 2 miles I 18 miles 
:pandaragan ne>rth of' Moora 

! ', I 

11929; ·4/2/59 C()olup 5/2/59 . On Welsley Rvr. 35 miles 

6220 :• 1·2;12/56 · Flagstaff' . 8/2/59 Jus.t below 
fl ,:.. '· Lake Winnijup Brdge. 67 miles 

t, .~ . Bridgetown . 

7869 27/4/58 · Karrinyup 31/1/59 Runnymede Swamp! 90 do 
Lake about 6 miles - ; 

north of' ~eschet 
ault Estuary 

-···· .. . 

' 
-·· .. 

12/4/56 Yathro<) stn, ·10/2/59 Grass Patch i 390 \ 

' 'I 
4022 do 

.. ... , ........ 

11911 · 12/1/59 Coolup 8/2/59 Property · of.. 40 do 
__ ,. . . . D.R. Clarke , 

11 Mayolea" 
Waterloo • 

. ·. 

7261·· 11/3/58 · Yathroo Stn. 
Dandaragan 

7/2/59 Lake Clifton 135 do 

7505 4/4/58 Naar Murapin .1/1/59 Meelup Swamp 105 do 
Lake 

On River ap~roi.1200 6290 6/1/57 Yere Yere Stn, 15/2/59 do 

i. 
20 miles from : 

\ ·collie. I 
I ., ( McAlinden (Ii~• ) .. 
i 
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Band 
Noo 

BANDING RECOVERY : Distance 
,_ _________________ ....... ...,......;..._,_;.. ____ _ 
1 Date Place 

I 
m5 12/4-/58 j Near Murapin 

Lake 

6265 17/12/56 Flagstaf'f' Lake 
Wo odanilling i 

I 
I 

7914 8/5/58 Queens Gardens 

' 
8098 20/2/59 ! Craigs Lake 

7966 9/5/58 Que8ns Garden 

7639 10/4-/58 N9ar Murapin 

i 

Ye.fthroo Stni 

Date Place 

ake Meelup 

i 

28/2/59 I Irwin Inlet 

20/2/59 

3/3/59 

~ 
' 
l Gr8en Lake 

I
! east of' Snc1.g 

Is1and 

t •Queens Gardens 
l 
i 
I Lake Toolibin 

21 /12/58 Queerearrup 
Lake 

f : 
i 3 imliles w~st o.f) 
l Moora : 

Flown 

l 105 miles 
! 
! 

103 do 

14-5 do 

(Died of' 
Botulism) 

123 miles 

1 mile 

24 I rrrk¼s 
! 

~) :::'\ r:·\ ,.)) ; 

'·'. 2·5/~/59 
l ,,r-. i'.:.!\ -~ t f I Wa~amal ~ake~ ..... · 62 · ~teis 6520 7/2/57 C raigs Lake . 

Kewdale l 
! 

801 9 1 6/1 /59 

6080 1 8/4-/56 

Queens Garde 25/2/59 do 60 do 

20 do Yere Yere Stn 14-/3/59 R. Cook's 
property, Moora 

11925 17/1/59 Coolup 

7696 10/4/58 Near Murapin 
Lake, 

I Woodanilling 

6y/s ! 18/1/57 I Yathroo Stn. 
; ; Dandaragan 
~ 

()_r) -- .. , ,.._! , •, 

8/3/59 

20/3/59 

21/3/59 

Murchison Rvr. 34-5 
at crossing of' 

I main Carnarvon 

I
i road . , 
i Swamp 7 miles : 85 
. from Bunbury J 
J and 3 miles zas . 
. of' the Estuary l 
; Moora 

do 

do 

do 
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Band l BANDING l R:&:OVERY DistaJ-ice 
No. i~ Date · . Fl.own 1 Date place Place 

r 11926 19/1/59 Coolup 1~/3/59 On the H?rvey Rv. 25 miles 
' " : I 

7839 23/2/58 Cape Riche ¾3/59 Nomans Lake 132 do 

7770 11J4/58 Near M;ural?in 13/3/59 Nan:-rogin 40 do 
Lake 

6587 12/2/57 Karrinyup 28/3/59 Upper reaches of' 290 do 
Lake West River. 

Approx~ 20 miles 
west of' 

' Ravensthorpe 

7405 3/4-/58 Near Mu:rc..pin 26/5/59 Swamp 7 miles 90 do 
Lake :from Bunbury 

714-5 17/1/58 Karrinyn:;i 22/3/59 0 h±ftering Lake 35 do 
Lake 

74-79 3/4-/58 Near Mura.pin ? March W8Rt Arthur Road 23 do 
Lake 1959 District 

7581 5/4-/58 · . 20 Ji../4-/59 Near Bokal 18 do 

6196 4-/5/56 Queen;; · 5/4/59 · Head of' Estuary, 85 do 
Ga:ndens Bunbury . 

7.326 30/3/58 Near Murapin 26/1/59 Lake Qu -:-·'.>.~~az-rup · 
Lake via Wagiu 

7674_ 10/4/58 1-Tear Mura pin 16/J+/59 . 1 2 miles north 7 nri.19S 

Lake of' Kojonup 

7668 do do 8/2/59 do do 

74-78 3/4-/58 do 15/2/59 do do 

74-53 do do do do do 

7373 1/4/58 do 8/2/59 ! l do do 
,-1 
f 
I 

"bf 1/1 M SlS I.A ~ l qbq I V ,,l. :!_tLl I tv 0 l1 -
.. . . .. -·. . .. - ........ .... ~-~-~~~. . - ,,,.,- ·- --~- -~~ ~,-===-=---==- J 

/ 

/ 
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Band BANDING · RECOVERY I Pistance 
·No. Date · · . Place .: .. · '.;_Date I 

Place Flown • j 
I 

I 

6~02 4/4/57 J Queens Gardens 18/4/59 I Wannamal Lake 57 miles 

7550 .5/4/58 Near Murapin 8/3/59 ' Toolibin Lake 4-7 do 
Lake 

734-1 31/3/58 do 18/4/59 Lake Dumbleyung 30 do 

. 7'21+9 9/3/58 Yathroo Stn. 5/4/59 Wannamal Lake 4-3 do 

,8088 14/2/59 Oraigs Lake April . ·Forrestdale 14 do 
1959 

1{92~ 3/2/-59 Coolup 19/4/59 Head of Les chen- . 34 do 
1:1:ult Inlet 

8028 ·1 S/1/5·9 ··. Queens Gardens 1/3/59 Erunty Swamp, 105 do 

I 
Narrogin Distric;, 

7336 . 31/3/58 ! 25/4-/59 Mura pin Lake, I.iake Murapin, 
Woodanilling 

; 

Woodanilling 

6649 · 20/2/57 · Que ens Gardens 23 or Ludlow 116 do 
24-th 
Dec.'58 

7386 . 2/Li-/58 
I 

~ear Murapin ? April Wo_odan:Uling 
Lake 1959 

''7f;58 . 10/4-/58 do ? Aprill Woodanilling 
1959 ! 

.. 
LUCKY BAND WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

The names of five persons, who had returned a lucky band 
and thergby won a cas-i:l of 500 shotgun cartridges, were announced last 
month., 

The competition, which was organised by Imp<irial 
Chemical Industri~s of Australia and. New Zealand Ltd., in co-op~ration 

I 
with the Department, made provision for a possiblB 50 winners.. Before 

I 
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the season commenced the .Chief Warden_ of Fauna selected 50 secret band 
nturibers which wel'.'.e 100,ged at a city bank roid op~ned after the seasori 
clos.ed on May 1. The successful sp.ooj;ers and the deta_ils of their 
birds were as follow :.;.;_ . -

T. Mincham., 
135 . Chelmsford Road, .. · 
North Perth. · 

F. Neve, 
22a Turner Street, 
Kalgoorlie. 

. . . 

F. Gibbs, 
1 0 Wynward Way, 
Thornlie. 

• B. Clifford, 
Brookhampton. 

E.J. Moore, 
. -Three Springs. 

6902 

7770 

7914-

Grey Teal banded near 
Wardering Lake 25.3.56. 
Shot at Taarblin Lake 
Saturday February 14~ 1959. 
Flight 43 miles. 

Grey Teal banded Metcalf's 
lake, Dbweriri, 1·4. 11 • 57. 
Shot at Hannan1 s La~e near 
Kalgoorlie on 11.10.1958. 
Flight 270 miles. 

Black Duck banded Queen1,s 
Gardens 3.4.57. 
Shot at Lake Wannam~l on 
18.4. 59. 
Flight 57 miies. 

Black Dnck banded Woodan
illing 11 .4. 58. 
Shot at Narrogin 13.3.59. 
Flight 4-0 miles. 

Black Duck banded Queen's 
Gardens 8.5.58. 
Shot at Green Lake, 3ast of 
Snag I sland on 22.2.59. 
Flight 145 miles. 

· · The ·return of- Band 4403 by Mr. F. Neve drew attention to 
the five-year open season for all species in the Eastern Goldfield.s, 
North-West and Kimberley divisionso In those are~s, where shooting 
pressure is low and duck stocks fluctuate according to weather conditions, 
the season opened •in Decembe~, 1957, and will close in 1962. 
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Hon. -Ross Hutchinson; M.L.A. 

May, 1959 

CHANGE OF MINISTERS 

On April 2, 1959, the 
Hon. Ross Hutchinson, M.L.A., was 
sworn in as Minist'?r f'or Fisheries. 
Mr. Hutchinson, now a married man 
with two children, was born ·-44- years 
ago at Worsley in the Harvey district. 
Educated at Wesley College, he 
trained as a teacher and served a 
brief' period in the country.' Later, 
in 1940,. he was appointed to the staf'f' 
of' Claremont High School. In 1942 he 
enlisted in the R.A.A.F. and saw 
service as a Bomber Command pilot in 
the Middle East, India and England, 
where as a Flight Lieutenant, he 
completed 38 operational £'lights and 
won an immediate award of the D.F.C. 
He was elected to Parliament as member 
for Cottesloe on March 25, 1950, .and 
has represented that electorate 
continuously since then;. In.the· 
sporting fi~ld Mr. Hutchinson won 

honours as a player and as captain-coach of three league football 
teams - East Fremantle, West Perth and South Fremantle - and was 
captain-coach of the State team which defeated the visiting Victorian 
side in A1939. 

,I 
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AUSTRALIAN WATERFOWL CO MMITT EE. 

Minist Jrial approval has be"n rec eived for this State's 
participation in .thB foundin6 of a nation- wide committ ee on waterfowl . 
Propos als for the astablishment of such a comrnitt3e vnro first r a i s,-,d 
a t the Australian fauna a uthori ti '3S I s onfer:=mce in :Werth, in 1955, and 
fina l details were agreed to by del egates at t he conference held in 
Sydney last November. The committe 8 will function as a cl ciaring-hous e 
of idcias and will provide a forum for discussion of th e technica l and 
biological problems encounte r ed in waterfowl r ci s :;arch in Australi a . 
It will also plan and co-ordinate r esciarch activiti es of a national 
nature and act as an advisory body to formulat e r 3commenda tions on 
pc1licy for d eci s ions by the Stabs , eithe r sev':lra]Jy or a t the biennial 
confer,mce. This State 's d .,l -,, 62.te on the committee will be the 
Res -:, arch Officer, Mr. B.K. Row2n~ 

SEASONS CLOSE. 

Despite a r-::,quest f ro m the Council of Gun Clubs of W. A. 
to -=,x tend the s 3ason to May 31, i t was deci ded to stand by a pr3vious 
decision that th:l duck shooting season end on April 30 - a month 
earli e r than usual . Co ns equently, from May 1, until the s-➔ason re
op ens - probably ths vrnek-end b3for 3 Christmas - a l l sp3Ci 3s of wild 
duck will be protect':ld in the South- Wes t and Eucla Land Div i s ions. 
In all oth3r parts of th8 Stat0 ( t he East'3 rn Goldfi :: lds, No rth-West 
and Kimb -=-rley- ar8as) th-8 . season will no mai n op -;,n f or a furth3r four 
y --,ars ., 

Winners of the cas 3s of cartridges und,r I . C.I's . Lucky 
Band Scheme wi 11 be a nnounced in th-=, pr-=iss by that organi sation during 
the m0rith. 

Inspectors are r -:, mind3d that the marron op-3n season 
ended on April 30., Until December 1, the taki ng of_ this fr 3shwa t3r 
cru&ta cean by any mcians of capture whatso ever i s entirely prohibi tedo 
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STAFF NOTES 

Commencing February 9 the Super.intendent (Mr. A.J. 
FI.-aser ), .as Chairman of the Fisher.me.nt s Advisory Committee, 
accompanied by members an4 the aoting'Secretary, will rlsit the 
Mand~rah and Bunbury districts ·where meetings will be held with 
the respective fisheI'IJ).en• s associations. On February 16, in 
company with the members and secretary of the Rottnest Biological 
Station Committee, he will visit Rottnest Island for a meeting of 
the coiillnittee. During two or three days on the Island work in 
hand at the Station will be inspected. 

Inspector R.J. Baird will leave Perth on February 
14 for Broome after biennial leave. Inspector B.A. C~rmichael 
is relieving at Broome and Inspector J. Traynor at Albany. 

Inspector G.H. Lyon resumed duty.after annual leave 
on January 19. At the moment he is on special cray.f'ish patrol· 
work in coastal areas with Assistant Inspector C.J. Seabrook. 

Assistant Inspectors. LaRoche is still stationed 
at Lancelin. 

C;adet Inspectors D. Smith and J. Kelly are at 
present assisting the Fleet Maintenance Officer (Mr. A.J. Bate
man) at Fremantle. 

._/ 
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Inspector S. Stol:oe and Cadet Inspector E. Barker 
are patrol:~ing the AbroJ.hos area in po Vo ilKooru:Ldhooll. 

' 
. Assistant Inspector E. I. Forster and Cadet Inspec-

tor R. Emery are ·stationedorithe p~v. "Silver G-ull" . in the 
Jurien Bay> area. · · 

The p~.;,.:' i1M:i.sty Isle 11 is op·~rating froin Fremantle 
_with Inspector P.l.D. Ka:vanagh .and Cadet Inspector G. Hanley on 
board. 

Congratulati9~s and good wishes iire extended to 
Mr. W.K. Cherrington, ·of Head · Off-ice, and Mrs· • . Cherrington, on 
the birth of their second daughter, ~usan P·eta, oh January 24. 

Other 6fficer~ ·resuming dut;y" after annual and . 
accumulated ieave include Mr. C.R.C. Haynes, mate, r.v. "Lance
lin", and Assistant Inspector R.J. McKay on January 19, and 
Captain H.G.W. Piesse en January 29. Mr. McKay is at present 
acting as Technical Officer. T-eohnical Officer J. Simpson is 
duck banding in the metropolitan area. 

Mr. C.R.G. _Ha.7nes entered hospital on January 26 
to undergo minor surgery to his arm. Satisfactory progress -
has been reported. · 

Inspector R.M. · Crawf'ord~ of Geraldton; who . is on · 
long service leave, recently visited Sydney with _Mr. R.M. 
Saunier, who has purchased a 120:..foot ex.:.navy vessel for cray-
fishing •n this coast. Mr. Crawford is returning in the · 
vessel, which is expected to reach Fr'emantle on February 5. 

PERSONAL· PARS 

Mr. H. Ito, First Secretary ·of ·the Japanese Embassy, 
Canberra, called 6n the Minister for Fisheri_es (Mr-. Kelly) and 
the Superintendent en ·January 13. The following day he left f'or· 
Broome to investigate .conditions pertaining to his nationals 
engaged in the pearling industry. Ort January 20 he left Broome 
for Darwin. While at Broome he had discussions with Inspector 
B.A. Carmichael. 

We have been advised that-Dr. Mary Gillham, lec
turer in botany at the University of Exeter, has been delayed in 

J 
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MARINE MAMMALS .AND FAUNA PROTECTION 

A legal opinion has been obtained from the Crown 
Law Department regarding the interpretation of fauna as applied 
to such birds and animals as penguins, albatrosses, turtles, 
dugongs, seals and dolphins, which are normally found at sea, 
either for the whole or part of their lifetimes. It will be 
remembered that the definition of fauna specifically includes 
birds and reptiles. It seems therefore that as both seals 
and ~ugongs for example, are ordinarily to be found in parts 
of the State such as sandy beaches and resorts used for breeding 
purposes, they are fauna within the meaning of the Fauna Protec
tion Act. · Dolphins, which are always found in the water and 
are indigenous to no part or parts of the State but to the high 
seas, cannot be classified as fauna within the meaning of that 
Act. They are strictly "fish" in terms of the Fisheries Act. 

MJCKY BAND DUCK SCHEME . 

Threugh the co-operation of Imperial Chemical 
Industries of Australia and New Zealand Limited, Western Aus
tralia this year is participating in the "Lucky Band Scheme" in 
regard to duck tag recoveries. The scheme was introduced in 
Victoria in 1958 and proved so successful that it is being 
repeated this year. 

Fifty band numbers have been chosen and lodged in 
safe custody. The envelope, containing the lucky numbers will 
be opened on April 30, and all ' persons who have sent in one of 
the numbered bands will receive from ICI a case of cartridges 
of their own choosing. 

As the number of bands returned over the past few 
years has totalled only about 300, and 30 have been returned in 
the first month since the scheme started this year, there is no 
doubt of the interest brought about by the introduction of this 
scheme. 

Any bands recovered should be .forwarded immediately 
prior to the close of the season en April 30, together with the 
following details - the exact location of recovery, date of 
recovery, and recoverer's name and address. 

./ 
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1 Scorecards and pest-free envelopes are available at L Head Office, and any enquiries should be referred here. 

GAME LICENSES · 

We _have been notified by the Director of Fisheries 
and Game, Melbourne, that a game license_ at a fee of .£1 has been 
introduced into Victoria. Initially, this license will apply to 
ducks only. This license will come into operation pefore the 
next duck open shooting season in· that State, which commences on 
February 21. 

HOUSING OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

The Government recently formed a committee to 
dete_rmine the districts in which houses for Government employees 
would be erected, t~e conditions of tenancy, and any matters 
generally applying to the leasing nf such. We have now been 
advise_d that allecations have been completed for this i'inancia ~'
year, and that this Department has not been granted any alloca
tion. 

G I.ANr PErRELS · 

On _pages 24 . ., 29 are ~listed the reooveries of giant 
petrels ringed as nestlings at Sig~y· Islands in the South Orkneys 
by the Falkland Island Dependencies Scientific ·Burea~ in 1958. 
It will be observed that many of these birds, which make a cir
cumpolar flight during their first year, were recovered in Western 
Australia as well as other parts of the Commonwealth • . 

LABOUR DAY PROCESSION 

This Department will onoe again be taking part in 
the Labour Day procession on March 2, with a float pub:licising r 
the fishing industry. Arrangements arp in the h~nds of Mr. A.J. 
Buchanan and Acting Supervising Inspector J.E. Munro. 

/ 
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Vol. VIII. No. 1. Januarjr, 1959., 

STAFF NOTES 

The Fauna Protection Officer (Mr. H.B. Shugg) and the 
Supervising Inspector (Mr. J.E. Bramley) will each commence 3 
months' long service leave this month. Mr. A.J. Buohanan will 
aot_in Mr~ Shugg's .position and Mr. J,E. Munre in Mr. Bramley's. 

Inspector R. M. Crawford, of Gerald ton, -is still · 
enjoying long service leave. He arid his w:i.f'e have just returned 
from a vis;i:t to Singapore. Insp\3otor R.J. Baird, of Broome, is 
in Perth with his family on biennial leave.~ Relieving Inspector 
G.C. Jeffery is holaing the fort at Geraldton, and Inspector B.A. 
Carmichael, of Albany, will leave for Broome in the next day or 
two to take over pending Mr. Baird's return towards the end ef 
Februacy. Inspector J. Traynor will relieve at Albany during Mr. 
Oa.:rmichael t s a bsehce. · · 

. Mr. John Terrence Kelly has been appointed oad~t 
inspector,.and is expected to start work on January 7. 

Assistant :I;nspect·or D. Wright~ who was on sick leave 
over the hol_i,days, will resume duty on Jan~ary 5. He will he 
stationed temporarily in Fremantle to assi,st the Fleet Mainten
ance Officer (Mr. A.J. Bateman), who has quite a number ef jobs 
on hand at this moment. 
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We offer our congratulations to' Mr. Wright on 
having recently qual:i.i'ied (by examination) as Skipper, Grade 2. 
This quali:f'ication entitles him to command fishing boats ef 
~ - ·15· ·t· ·.--· ··50'. tons · 
.I. .1.-0.m . . .. Q.. . . .. .. . . . ··• · . 

~ ;

. . ;i· .'-·: : ;:: • ; Ass°fstailt Inspectqr R.J ~ McKay;, who is acting 
tempdi•~iy · as Techniqa]. ., Q:ffioir· Grade 2 .. {;vic;e Traynor), ·: is 
expected to re,sume duty .on Ja:n,uary 19 after annual leave. The · 
Fauna ·'Warden (Mr. ·s.w. Bowler) is alscion annual leave. 

. . . . The wedding~ 9£' two . membElrs of ~h~ , sta:f';t' . to~k;_ 
place dui'ihg Decernp~;r\ • .. TJ:i.ey were t~ose of' Inspector G.ff. 
Ly.on, who we.d M:iss·· MarJ°t'Davey on· Decembe-r<: 13, :-a:nd:· Mr} --::4: .J.. 

-: Buchanan, who · was · married. to Miss Robin Delaney on December 
.. ' 26. At..., a i;lma.11 i'n:f'ormal .f'ut1cti6n held :i,.n ,Head Or'f'ice,. ·a ._ 

·presentation smoker's stand was handed to .Mr. Lyon by tl':!e 
Superintendent wii:hthe best wishes of both inside and outside 
'staff. At the Department's Christmas eve party, the M~ni§ter 
for Fis~~ries (Mre Kelly) presented to Mr. Buchanan; with the 
felicitations .Qf. his !'eflow-offi cers, a sum of money which 
had been subscribed as a wedding gii't. 

PERSONAL PARS . 

A visitor; to Western Australia during- D~ce!llber 
v'{§l.S Mr. B. V. Hamon, of the · Division o:f Fisheries and Oce?,nq::
graphy, C.S.I.R~O. ~ Cronu.J:la, who stop:pe"d off for a couple of 
days on his way ba-clc to headquarters after .9 months overseas. 
For most of his stay abroad Mr. Hamon was world:ng at -t he _ 
National Institute of Oceanography; at Godalming, - Sqrrey, 
England. 

Another prominent visitor. was 1'ir. Tokuichi ~ttri-:
bayashi, president of the Nippon Pearling Co. Mr. I<).iriQ~y~ 
shi, who was accompanied by his daughter, is one of the prin
cipal shareholders of Pearls Pty. Ltd., which under licens~ 
from ~his .Department operates the pearl culture station in 
Brecknock Harbour, North.:..West Australia. It is from .the 
fir.st two syilables of Mr. Kuribayashi' s name that the small 
bay of Brecknock Harbour in which the s ~ation is located 
receiv-_ed the name "Kuri -Bay". , I: ·· 

I 
/ 

/ 

l 

I 
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DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

Hereunder are details of the duck bands returned to 
this Department since the previous list was published in Vol. VII, 
No. 7, July, 1958, of this Bulletin 

Band ; BANDING RECOVERY 
No. /------,,.---------+---------------, Date Place Date Place 

7492 j 13/4/58 
! ,_ 

I 

7683 ! 10/4/58 
I 

7790 1 12/4/58 
! . 

684-0 l 31/3/57 
l 
i 

6468 l 5/2/51 • 
I 

' ! 
l 

7134- i 16/1/58 
! 

6805 3/3/57 

7401 3/4/58 

2102 l 8/1/54 
l 

; i 
· Black Duck ; 

; 

Vv o odanilling 
District 

do. 

do. 

Karrinyup L&ke 

3/5/58 
; Wo9danilling 

do. do. 

12/5/58 '. Carrolup River 

14/3/58 I Spring:field, 
1 Gingin 
i ' . 

I 
I 

Queen I s Gardens : 1 3/2/58 ! Mouth of the 
' · ! Warren River 

Karrinyup Lake 

Karrinyup Lake 

Murapin Lake, · 
Wocdanilling 

I 
22/8/58 i On a swamp 

i between Y r,kaine 
l 

; and Worsley 
t 

22/12/57:Treens Pool 

21/12/58/Walbyring Lake 
' I 

Karrinyup Lake I 1 956/57 I 
. l - ' open l 

season ! -Lake Wannarnal 

do. do. 

-')Df ~ M~~"' .J~ 1 qt;L>i , \},,t . ~) N4 ' 1. 

Distance 
Flown 

..,_ mls 

15 II 

4-5 II 

180 " 

97 II 

4-5 II 

4-5 II 

4-5 II 



) 

n. 

l 

l 

l 
I 
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Band BANDJNG RECOVERY Distance 
No. Date Place Date Place Flown 

7472 i 3/4/58 Near Murapin Lake, Near Junction 
! Woodanilling Collie and ; 

District 21/12/58 Brunawick Rivers! 85 mls 

6640 20/2/57 

7566 j 9/4/58 

I 
I 

6100 1 20/4/56 

Queen's Gardens 

Murapin Lake, 
Wocdanilling 
District 

21/12/58 ! Mealup Lake 

i 
21/12/58 i West Coolup 

i 
' Yere Yere Station, : l 

Dandaragan / 28/12/58 I Na~g Lake i 
7521 ! 4/4/58 ·- Near Murapin Lake, l 

I 52 " 
I 
~ 

! 
l 95 II 
I -

Woodairi.lling ! Toolburup Lakes, 
! District 31/12/58 I Cranbrook l 60 " 

7340 31/3/58 I do. I 28/12/58 I Beaui'ort River, 
l 5 mls ,E. •f' 
j Bokal Siding 

7796 1· 13/4-/58 Woodanilling . 

1 

District 

l 
I 

3/1/59 _ I 1s m1s s. •f' 

4-642 I 
I 

j Borden 
! 
' 
i 

20/3/58 i CoDk 1 s Farm, _ i Willies Lake, 
j Moora 14/5/58 l Mandurah 

Grey Teal 

4-668 5/4-/58 I ·Near Murapin Lake, 
1
1 ! W oodanilling , 

I- ?istrict ·- j. 29/4-/58 i. Pootenup 
l . ,· 

4-521 20/1/58 !,; Karrinyup Lake 11/10/58 l Swamp 12 mls 
, s. Coolgardie 
! 

2176 12/1/54 ! 
. ! 

do. 1956/57 
open 

l seast1n 
I 
I 

Lake Wannama:1 

-15 " 

l 
I 
; 80 II 

I 
I 
i 
~ 32 " 

l · 
! 55 II 
I 

; 
l 
t 

320 II 

1 4-5 " 
I 

1 
I 

I 

i 

l 
__ _j 
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I 

Band 
No. 

·BAND:nm RECOVERY · Distance 

Date . Place 

4-53Ei : 22/1/58 

4-183 8/12/56 

4-192 : 8/12/56 

3939 ; 27/3/56 

j 
4-263 i 13/3/57 

; Karrinyup Lake 
1 . 

Gundarlll.g Lake 

do. 

Wardering Lake 

Queerearrup 
Lake 

Date .. . :, Place 

. ; 

: unknovm :Lake Wannamal 

i 21/12/58- Gundaring Lake 

l 21/12/5~· · 'Taarblin Lake 

23/12/58 ,Perup River, 21 
' mls E. Manjimup 

I 
: · . · · ' · · Swamp 4 mls S. E. i 
/ 27/12/58 .. , Bokal Siding j 

4786 15/4./58 
. I 

Near 'Mura pin , 
Lake, Woodanil- ! : Dumbleyung 
ling District i 21/12/58 : Lake . ~ 

3076 i 26/11/54! 
I ; 

Lake Mears 
l 

4426 16/11/571 Dowerin · 
• j District 

I 

I 
. t 
I f'. 
j ; 

3995 28/3/56 i. Wardering Lake / 

4-781 13/4/58 Woodanilling 
District 

I j 

20/12/58 , Capel 
. • J ••• • 

. . i richannels'\ 3 
26/12/58 i. mls W. of' 

! Lake Mears 
i . i 

26/12/58 1 Woo{iy Swamp, 20 l 
· ! mls N. Kojonup i 

Jan~ 59 
[ Malcolm Dam, 8 
I rnls N. G walia 
I 

' do. 

Flown 

45 mls 

25 11 

70 " 

20 n 

30 II 

14-0 II 

80 II 

. 4- II 

400 II 

4-681 l 5/4/58 , - do. 

I 
5 mls W. 
Quairading 

. ! 
l 103 " 
' 

Of'' considerable interest also were the return of' two 
C.S.I.R.O. bands, nos. 090-14-326 and 090-15304-. These bands had been 
f'ixed to the legs of' two grey teal at Humpty Doo Station in the Nor
thern Territory, on Jul~ 29 and August ·14, 1957, respectively. Band 
no. 090-14326 was recovered f'rom a duck shot on the Ludlow River, about 
f'our miles f'rom Capel, on December 28, 1958 -~its flight from the 
:,anding site being 1,750 _miles in a straight rne, and band no. 090-
15304- was taken from a grey teal shot at Dermod 's Lake, seven miles 
east of' Wafin, on December 21 1 1958 - its £'light f'r~m the banding site 
being 1,670 miles. 

./ 
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ST.AFF NOTES 

During the month the Superintendent (Mr. 
A., Jo Fraser) 9 as Chairman of . the Fishermen' ·s Advisory 
Committee, accompanied by members an:d the Secretary, 
visited Geraldton and Shark Bay·where meetings were held 
with th$ respective fishermen's associations. Towards 
the end of· the month Mr o Fraser aiso visited Albany and 
Pemberton o On· November 11 he will leave by air to . 
attend the Interstate Fauna Authorities'· Conference 9 · 

which will open in Syclney on November 1 7. The Superin
t_endent also intends to spend a day or two at the 
Commonweal th• Fisheries Office 9 Canberra-. · · 

The Fauna Protection Officer (Mr. HoBo 
Shugg) accompanied by the Fauna Warden (Mr. SoWo Bowler), 
visited Nyabing on October 29 to officially open that 

· town I s first. wild life show. · After the ceremony they 
went to Albany and the next day carried out a survey of 
a reserve adjacent to the Manypeaks Townsite. On this 
survey they were assisted by Mr .. JoBo 1Higham, of Albany_ 
( a member of the Fauna Protection Advisory Committee). 
On the following day they inspected r$serves and lakes 
in the Rocky Gully District before visiting Manjimup to 
hold discussions with Mr. AaDo Jones bf the 11 Bailleston 
Sanctuary11 

9 who intends shifting his ·sanctuary to an 11 .A!-' 
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class reserve within the Manjimup townsite. Before 
r _e. turning to Perth they wiJl. . inspect . 1::lird shops and 
avi-aries ·at G0·l -lie, Bunbury and Boyanup. . 

. . . . : : ~ . ·:. 
. .. . · <The first of ,. thre·e Of ou:r officers to be 

married' before the· :end of ' the year-~ is Mr~ -·John McK. 
Mitch$ll, of .Head 10ffice, ·· who will wi3d -M:j.ss Sheila 
Mitchell~ of Pertb. 9 S ccitland, on November 22 o Mr. 
Mitchell will commence annual leave on the following 
Monday. · .. The seh6nd ·is ·- Inspector GoIL Lyon, . who . will 
marry Miss Mary ,Davey~ -of Swanbourne 9 .on December 20, 
whily_ the third_ is Mr. AoJ o Buchanan;, of Bead Office 9 . 

wh.o Wi-1.1 marr.1y· Nfi ss Robin Delaney, . of Ri vervale, on 
Boxing Day, December 26. · Inspector Lyon and Mr. 
Buchanan will also each commence annual leave after the 
nuptials. 

Congratulations are extended to Inspector 
and Mrs. A.Vo Green, of Mandurah, on the birth of their 
daughter 9 •.: Jennifer Leanne, on October 23 at · the Murray . 
District ~ospi t al. 

Mr. J. Traynor has been transferred from 
the Research to the Inspe ctorial- S.ection of the Depart
ment (vice Inspector Murray, retired) as from October 
27. 

Offi0,ers on le;3.ve at the moment include 
Research Officer Bo K. Boweni who will resume duty on 
November 3; Mr. G.Co Ferguson, of Head Office, who will 
also resume on . the same date, and Assistant Inspectors 
S' . LaRoche 9 of Mandurall, and Eo I. Forster, acting 
Inspector in charge . of · the 11 Silver G.ull11 , who commenced 
annual leave on October 20 and 21 respectively. 

Inspecto.r B.A. Carmichael, of Albany, will 
commence annual leave on December 1. Early in the New 
Year he will fly to Broome to act as Pearling Inspector 
during the absence on bienn_i1;l.l leave of Inspector R.J. 
Baird •. · 

Cadet Inspector E. Barker resumed duty 
after annual leave on October 13. 



C@P&!;,GN TO BOOST PE.ARLS~11 

· In a press report f'rom Canberra late last 
month.11 the Commonwealth Minister :t'or Tr.a.de . (Mr" McEwen) 
announcE.:d that ·the Government would cont,ribute $40,000 
(£.A.1 7,809) .· towards the special ' advertising campaign to 
proniotE/ the sale of Australian. pearl shell .Products . in • 
the U ;,S;Ao, , the United Kingdom 'and Europe~ . The · total 
cost of the campaign has been estimated at $120; 000 · · 
(£A53,500) this :financial year ., The .balance bf the 
cost would b,e shareq_ bei;\'.V~en the Australian ·pearling . 
industry. ·and importers .i'n' the- U oS oAo 

Outlining the prop osed pe arlsh~·1r sales '· · 
drive 9 Mr o .Alan Gerdau 9 Pr;esi dent of ,the .•· O'tf i:,o Gerdau 
Co., which buys most · of' thG she-1 1 produced in Western 
Australia, announced .that the as s istance -o:f' .film star 
Marle.ne Dietrich and a bevy of y oung American beauties 
would b~ enlisted in a serie s of ptib li6ity .stutits. 
Miss D.ietrich h as agreed J..: o v i sit ..A.us -c.ralia f or this 

·" purpose,. 

. By reason of the transfer of . M:"'. J. Tray
nor to the ins:pecto:rial stat:f . ·appJ:i ca t ions are : now · 
being c.alled for· tbe pos:i tion · of Technical Officer, · 
Grade 2 (Classification G/r::L1/2) •.. ·An y ·officer desirous 
of applying ;Cor the vacanqy s h ouJ.d :secrrcie '_t he necessary 
form from the Clerk-in-Charge 01r. Savi 2.le) o 

~MANTLE D.1.§1'.ElQJ C~YF I SHER W,s . 

The Minister for Fisheries 1:as ap:proved a 
recommendation from the Fishermen I s Adv:Lso:ey Committee 
that the open season for the taking of crayfish in the 
area south of lato 30°s commence on NovEm be:.:." ·1 5. All 
wa~ers within one mile of the coast (and south of l at . 
30 S) will .be closed to crayfishing from January 1 Y 1959. 
Last season the mile closure· did not operate until 
January 15. 

.I 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Superintendent (Mro AoJ. Fraser) will 
attend a conference of Commonwealth and State Fisheries 
officers to be held -in Cartberra on July 15 and 16. 

Inspector Ao Ko Melsomwill commence duty 
after long service ieave on August ·1 9 __ · and from- that · date 
wil.l ,resume charge of the Fremantle district. · 

-Relieving Inspector G.C ~ Jeffery will . 
reli~y$ at Shark· Bay during Irispec.tor N.E. McLaughlari 1·s 

_.absence on long service leave; whi-ch is due . to . commence 
on August 1. · 

. Inspector A.V. Green of . . Mandurah plans to 
commence _.annual leave on August 25. 

Inspector H_. J . Mu_rray will cease duty on 
August 28 to clear all accrued leave and long service 
leave prior to his retirement. 

Miss P.J. Pegrum· of Head Office returned 
to duty after annual leave . on June 10. 



\ ,, 

( 76 ) 

_VERDICT FOR CO-OPERATIVE 

Mr. Just-ice Wolff in a reserved judgment 
delivered in the S-upreme Court on June 13 9 dismissed 
with costs an action brought by Dro JoSo Ma:rian, for
merly secretary and general manager of the Fishermen's 
Co-operative Society, Ltd. 9 against the Co-Qpo for 
moneys said to be owing to him when he relinquished his 
office about three years agoo 

His Honour said that Dr o Marian had agreed 
to serve the Co-opo in the capacity mentioned until June 
30 9 1959 9 at a salary: of £1,838 poao plus}% of the 
Society's total turnovero 

One of the issues~ said His Honour, was 
Yvhether Dr o Marian· had bought a fishing -boat on his own 
account or whether - notwithstanding he had bought it 
in his ·own name, as he admitted - he intended to hold it 
in trust o The . judge saia~ he was satisfied that the 
Co-opo had authorised Marian to tender up to £7 9 000 for 
the vesselo His tender of £3,500 was accepted, but he 
did not communicate that fact to the chairman or to any 
member of the management cormni ttee o l\h ... o Justice Viiolff 
said that by _ his conduct at a mee ·cing in June 9 1955., 
Marian had indicated he was .buying the 'boat f0r himselfo 
In those circu:rnstahces the commit-tee was justified in 
demand;Lng Marian's resignation, as he had been guilty 
of serious misconduct. His Honour said he could not 
accept Marian's evidence in relation to his claim and 
the a6tion was dismissedo 

DUCK BANDING 

Technical Officer Jo Traynor visited the 
property of Mr o AoH~ Robinsmi 9 Coolup 9 during June 9 but 
after a few days had to gi-:ve 0 up :ideas of continuing the 
duck banding programme. ·: All birds caught were sexed 
and it was ;found that the.y we·re pairec1 9 and continuance 
of trapping might have interfered seriously with the 
birds' breedingo 

Recoveries : Since the previous issue of the Bulletin, 
"the followin.g bands have been returned -

72 
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' i 
I i 

7812 j 15/2/58 1 Cape Riche 2 mls N. of 
Leschenault 
Inlet 

i 

7248 9/3/58 

! 
i 
! . 

· I . l 

4 783 j 1 4/4/58 1 
. \ 

' 

about 
Yatbroo Sta.;. 
tion, Dan
daragan 
District 

! middle 
l May' 58 

' 
Near Murapin l 
Lake 9 l 9/5/58 
Woodanilling ! 

I 

On property 
at 

G.i:v.gin 

i 11 Duck Pool", 
! 20 mls S. of 
l Mandurah 
1 

WoA.; :_FISH PRODUCTION - 1,ill 

Distance 
· Flown 

200 miles 

. 55 II 

11 

The table on page 78 sets out the produc
tion .by species in excess of 10 9 000 lbo for the .·twelve . .. 
months. ended December 31 9 1 957 o For comparison the 1956 
figures are also showno The 1957 catch was a record, due 
mainly:. to an increase in the crayfish takeo The catch of 
salmon ~ snapper 9 cobbler and prawns dropped9 but increai3es 
of rriullet 9 both sea and y8llow-eye 9 ruf:t ; · shark 9 trevally 
and several minor species were recorded. The prawns from 
Exmouth Gulf were negligible 9 but production was boosted 
by the excellent season in the Swan and Mandurah .estuaries. 
One inter.es ting increE).sE;) , was in Perth herring. Good .catches 
of this species appear . ~ikely this year. 

All :figures are given in round weight o : The 
figures f -or snapper and ,other big fish landed gutted have 
been converted to whole weighto 

! 
, I 
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June 9 1958 

. . . 
STAFF NOTES 

The superint~ndent of FisheriE?s {Mr. Fraser) 
will recommence duties on June-· 9 ,after completion of long 
service leave. 

Mr. B.Re Saville 9 as Acting Chairman 9 

attended a meeting of the Fisherman 1 s Advisory Committee 
held at Denmark on May 1 6 and 1_ 7. 

The Supervising Inspector will visit the 
Shark Bay district early in June. 

Mro W. Johnson has returned to the Chief 
Secretary's Department after relieving in the Records 
section. 

._Research Officer B.K. Bowen and Technical 
Officer J. Simp'son will carry out studies at Pemberton 
hatchery during the coming season in _relation to the 
fertility of trout eggs. 

Technical Officer J. Ti'aynor wi·11 be wor
king at the Rottnest Biological Station during June. 
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DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

Since the previous issue of the Bulletin 
several more recoveries have been madeo This brings 
the total· recoveries to 229 black duck 9 128 grey teal 
and 20 others; · in all 3770 As 5740 ducks have now 
been banded 9 this represents a recovery rate of 6.56%0 

Once more a grey teal has journeyed from 
West to East o This carried band no o . 2973; which was 
placed on the duck at Lake Mears 9 east of Brookton 9 in 
Noveml:ler 9 1954. The teal was shot at Colignan 9 near 
Red Cliff's, on -the New South Wales/victoria oorder 9 a 
dista.hce of .some 1 9 468 miles from the point of banding. 
The bird was in its -fourth year ·of banding. 

Band 1 
J 

No. l 
l 

BANDING j · RECOVERY l Distance 
Date l . Pla9L ·~ 'i=-:-p"ate:~~ Place .. · · ·1 Flown 

I
I ,_ . I . . ,.! 

: ·i Bla?.f Duck ! · j 
7465 3/4/58 . I N·e a_r Murap:in 'l i 

I, Lake , Woodan-:_ · l 
illing · . ! · j Near · · · j 

··· · 1 · District · ! 3/5/58 , Woodarrilling I i O miles 

73~4 , ~/4/58 · do. 19/5/58 1 ;arloop I 87 " 
671 8 I 1 9/3/57 _Bennecke ! I 

. 1. .. l- Swamp . ·l. 1 8/5/58 1 Bald Rock _ . ! 4½ 

. 7832 21/2/58 Cape Riche 11 /4/58 -j !varriup -
1 

20 

7826 l "l8/2/58 do. . 25/4/58 ., do. 20 

7846_ j 2$/2/.58 do. j _25/4/58 j do. ·} 20 

7974 ' 9/5/58 Queen·, s · j I · I 
Gardens i 1 7 /5/58 Lake Monger · l · 3 I i ·.· . j 

t I ·I · 
! I 1 
, i l 
/ I l 

l i 

II 

ti 

II 

11 

/ 

I 
I >. 
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RECOVERY . BANDING Band j 
No· }==-= .. =D=a=t=e~_'""=!-~-P-l~a=_g____=e--~==~Dat_e _ ; _ 

Distance 
Flown 

Pl§.C~_ ·--='-===~~ 

! 
. ·1 . 

i 

6068 1 

l 

17/4/56 

7530 ! 5/4/58 
I 

! 

7589 , 
i 
i 

·2485 1 

I 

7474 

5/4/58 

6/3/54· 

3/4/58 . 

7572 l 1/4/58 
l 

I 
7339 31/3/58 

Black Duck L£ontd • .) 

l y . y . , eri eri 
! station 9 

·j D'andar'agan 
!District 
l 
'. Near Murapin 
j Lake 9 Woo-

. ( danilling 
!District 

I. do. 
l 
l 
' 

! 

Wardering 
Lake 

j Near ~~1:ll'apin 
: Lake 9 vi/oo-
; danilling 
!District 
l 
j 

' ' 

I i+l4ls8 
I 

l 
l . 
i Recovered 

at Namming 
Lake · 

l 
I 

i 
1 150-:-mile 

l early 
I April 

f peg9 
1 .Albany 

I 1958 
I 

! Highway 
; 

15/5/58 

I 

j Bennecke 
I Swamp 
i 

I . 
l 5/5/58 I 
I ··I 

,. 

.·.do. 
.j i 

~ 1 ·. ··. ·. 

i 1 

I ; 
; 

! 18/5/58 l 
·l .... ; . 
13/5/58 j Rushy Pool 9 

! · ! 15 mls W. 
l I Woodanilling 
I i 
! j 

· l 3/5/58 . l ... do. 
I 
j 

7772 11/4/58 do. j 3/5/58 . 

7432 I 3/4/58 do• j 29/5/58 I 

I Gre~ Teal 

4363 j 7 /11 /57 Koomberkine ! 3/5/58 

I , ! 
2973 19/11/54{ L_ake Mears-9 .. l . 

· j Brookton 1 · · . 

1 District l 5/4/58 l , 
l I 

==-=-~~~==,.;==~ 

On .Property 
at ·· Ferguson 

·:· 

18 mls Vf. 
Laverton 

Colignan. 9 :' 

near Red · : 
Cliff's 

9 
. 

NSW/vic
toria border 

! 
J 

I 
I. 
I 

about 
20 miles 

3 

1 1 

1.1 

15 

2 

2 

2. 

85 

If 

11 

ti 

" 

" 
11 

" 

" 

350 " 

1468 I If 

/ 
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Vol. VII,· No. 5. May, 1 958 

STAFF _NOT:13;:S 

Inspector HoJ o. Murray is relieving<in. the 
Fremantle District dur,ing · the absence of Inspecto1-. A~Ko 
Melsom on Long Service Leave;, 

Assistant Inspector. CoJ o Seapro;k is now 
stationed at Fremantleo 

Relieving Inspector GoCo Jeffery is at 
present in the Bunbury District" He will commence annual 
leave on May 9. 

PI'oceeding on leave this month will be Miss 
P. Pegrum and Cadet InspectoJ:'. G .. Hanle'y o 

. . 
Cadet Inspector Do Smith 9 aft~r special 

duties at Geraldtpn 9 has retuPned to Perth. 
. ,• 

Inspect·or s. Stol{oe is temporarily assis
ting on the p; v. "Kooruldhod' • 

./ 
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Cadet Inspe ctor E. Barker will be 
stationed at Geral dton for the remainder of the Abrolhos 
crayfish season • 

. · . ·.. Del i veries of trout will be ·made to the 
Serpentine 9 Harvey,. Blackwood and Gingin Trout _Acclima
tisation Societies during May. Technical Officer LoGo 
Smith wi1•1 pe · in charge of the transport unit. 

After a very successful banding programme 
in the Woodanilling District 9 Technical Officer Jo 
Traynor has returned to the .metropolitan area~ 

]II0VEMENT ~ DEPAR~MENTAL ·VESSEL 

Dur-ing May, the researoh vessel "Lancelin11
, 

under the command of Captain H. C. W o Pies.se 9 will pro
ceed to Shark Bay to continue the prawn and scallop 
investigational work. T~1e crew will comprise Inspector 
C.RoCo Haynes and Cadet Inspector R. Emery. Assistant 
Inspector R. McKay will carry out the duties of 
Technical 0fficero 

PERSONAL PARS 

Mr. Gilbert P. Whitley, Curator o:f Fishes 9 

Australian M-qseum, Sydney, who is well kn·own to depart
mental officers :for his work in Western Australia during 
the war years, le:ft :for the U.S.A. towards the end o:f 
March. The purpose of his visit was to attend a 
symposium on sharks and shark repellents held in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

Mr. E. leG. Troughton 9 Cur a tor o:f Mammals, 
Australian Museum, Sydney, has retired from the NoS.W. 
public service. Mr. Troughton 9 who has been ·a member 
of the Museum's staff for 50 years 9 is well known :for 
his writings on Australian mammals. His "Furred 
Animals of Australia;' has passed through several 
editions. 
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DUCK BAND R~COVERIES 
=~=~~,.~ -.~ =---=2=".--==-==--: ==- ~-=--~~~~~~~=~~~~~~~-=-= 

i 

Band ( BAN.DING RECOVERY Distance 

No O t== Date - Place ,l Da t~L~-J P],,_g__c~,.,§___~~=~=+=-~F-l~o=wn~ 
,-- I =-=-ai~~B=!,o±a=-c=-k~Duck i 

6719 I 19/3/57 Bennecke l 
· 1 Swamp 9 Ko-

1 O miles 
S .E. of 
Wagin 

, 
! 

l 
.!;·. . jonup Dis

trict 

7492 l 4/4/58 Murapin 
! , Lake i 

.i I 
7535 j 5/4/58 do. I 
7323 1 30/3/58 

.. 2716 1 29/4/58 

I 

7780 ! 12/4/58 
! 
I 

7219 27/2/58 

7527 4/4/58 

7560 

6365 

I 

5/4/58 . 

16/1 /57 

7854 4/3/58 

15 mls Y'i o J 
Woodanillin _ 

Queen's 
.Gardens 

Murapin 
Lake 

Karrinyup 
Lake 

Near Mura-.
pin Lake 

do. 

Yathr.oo 
Station 

Cape Riche 

I 

5/4/58 ! 25 miles 
l 
J Murapin 

6/4/58 I Lake ! --
do. 

1 
I 

l --
j 

15 mls W. I 
30/3/56 I Woodanillingj --

. I Fitches ! 

22/12/57 I Swamp 135 " 
I 

· Beaufort 
13/4/58 River 

. Bridge ! I . . I 
l Butlers · 

.unknovm I Swamp II 

I Near Beau-
20/4/58 1 fort River I 

. Bridge f 

do. I do. I 
Late 1 

I 
Feo. i Hutt 
1958 I River 

21/4/58 Mouth of . 
· Capel River 

7 " 

8 " 

3 " 

~ II 

1 95 II 

· 6_?45 1 5/12/56 Flagstaff 
Lake:·· 

! 

. I I Collie 
unknown .f River 

·· -200 II 

approx. 
70 II 

I 

ii 

. / 

I 



· 4637 15/3/58 I Yere Yere 
j S.tation 

3870 25/3/56 ! Warde~ing 
I 

1 
Lake 

I I 

3892 1 25/3/?6 j Wardering 
j Lake 

( 54 ) 

18 mls W. of 
i 22/3/58 Laverton 
! 

j . Durnbleyung 
! 28/1 /58 ! Lake -

I Dumbleyung . 
I 26/4/58 Lake 
1 

I jlfoun tain :pu c 

6269 · 17~2/56 j Flagstaff 
! Lake 

4248 11/2/57 Karrinyup 
Lake 

4/4/58 

18/3/58 

Mouth of 
Pallinup 

• River · 

Dumbleyung 
Lal{e 

41 O 

25 

27 

11 O 

140 

On pages 53 and 54 are shown the latest 
recoveries of duclc bands. The total recoveries are 
now 213 black duck; 125 grey teal and 20 other - in all 
359. As 5,646 duc~.s have been banded to date, this 
represents a recovery rate of 6.4%. 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Advice of two outstanding recoveries of 
gr~y teal has come to hand recenyly. They were b~n~s 
3782 and 4637. · The first bird was recovered 460 miles 1 

away 2 years later, while the second was recovered 410 
miles from its banding site but only seven days after it 
was banded. 

/ 

:/ 
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We have also ·• rec:orded the first . recovery 
-of . a Whi te-eyei duck, ban:ded. on 11 /2/57 at Lake. Karrinyup 
ana: recovered · at Du.iiibleyung Lake on 1 8/3/58 1 a - distance 

· of -1 40 ·0mile s ·~ . r.. . 

Technical Officer Jo Traynor had a very 
successful banding programme in the period March 28 to 
April 1 6. Total bandings . were 506 blE?-ck duc:k 1 151 
grey teal and 1 mountain duck ·. Additionally 1 1 63 black 

, duck and 39 grey teal re-enter§d · the trc:!-Pi:; · a.fte:r;, having 
been banded. 

TQMMY RUFF . SEASON 

The season for'. · toininy ruff commenced. in the 
open-~waters of Rott:i1est on May 1 with much _better results 
than last year. . The run this year .. bas been go9d from 
Albany to Fremantle. 

·Seni~rinspect<:Jr JcE. Munro reported some 
exceptionally gqod fishing for tailor at Yanchep. Mr. 
Burnett of Yanchep Park and a companion hooked 46 between 
them on April 23. The biggest was 11 po:unds 1 with 
several 8 ·pounders. Others :reported catches pf larger. 
fish than usual. 

Oh April 17 1 two Chiriese 1 ehan Leung and 
Tsang tin Sang~ were convicted at the Broome Court of 
Sessions of stealing a pearl 1 val~ed at £1 ,ooo. They 
were sentenced to 12 months imprisonment with hard 
labour 1 but are · to be released to 1the Immigration 
Authorities 1 when arrangements for their deportation 
are finalised. 

/ 
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Vol. VII,No. 4. April, 1958 

STAFF NOTES 

The Acting Superin.tendent (Mr o Ba Ro Saville) i: 

accompanied by Research Officer BoKo Bowen, attended a 
meetir.g of the Trout Acclimatisation Coun,cil at Bridge
town on Sunday, March 30. 

1J,_ I' 

~ 

Mr. GoCo Ferguson returned to duty on March 
25, after three months' national service training. 

Mr. B. Guinan, who relieved during the· 
absence of Mr •. Ferguson, is now on the staff of the·Chief 
Secretary's Department. 

I· ·i~ T 

We welcome to the staff Mr. C.,Jo Seabrook, 
who commenced duty as Assistant Inspector on March 17. 

Research Officer -Bo IL Bowen and Technical 
Officer J.So Simpson will continue empirical tests of 
dams at Walebing-early this month. Later they will 
proceed.to Pemberton and carry ou,t further tests in 
connection.with the transportation of fish- in· plastic 
bags. . . 
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Relievin.g Inspec_tor GoC. Jeffery is recu
perating- at home --a:f.te-r- being .. ,;in hospital f.or a · minor 
operation . on his hand. .. . 

. . . . ! .• '. • ·. ~ . ·- ~ . • 

. . Tedhr.ii:~-~i Officer i ·~G; · Smith wili resume 
4uty th,~~ mor,th. ·• _, ·" .. - i\ 

Techpical Officer J. Traynor is now duck 
-banding/ ;in the W1?-gin dist-riqt ~ 

. .. _. ·. . . Inspect~~r -A~i~-~-.Milsom, Fr.emaptle, wi.11 
comme~ce an:p.ual l_eave on April 9, follovled by three 
mqnths•s'- long . service lea-ve •. :. · -Inspector, T.Bo ,Bain.es, 
Bwi1:ruv.y, :Mr • . A..Jo Buc:P,anan and Mr~. V.To _Pr~_~st~ £3:~.a.<i. .. 
Office, will commence annual leave during this month. 

MOVEMENT OF DEPARTMENTAL VESSEL 

The patrol vessel "Les.chenault" has been 
transferred by rail -from Geraldton ·to Bunbury for patrol 
work in Leschenault Inl~:t. 

UNUSUAL UNDERWATER COMP.ANJ..Q!'i 

Mempers of the Great Southern Undersea 
Club recently had the unusual experience of being 
accompanied on their excursion to the deep by a friendly 
seal. These mammals - are well known for their mimicry 
a.!1-d this one was no exception. He i _Illl!litated the 
members in their underwater acrobatics and accompanied 
them in their search .for fish before departing seawards. 

SALMON SEASON 

.A h~ul ·.-of 70 tons of sal1I1on was landed 
on a south coast beach ~-ecently. . Despite unfavourable 

. weather condi tioris the overall- take 1 of salmon so far / 
this season compares favourably witp. that of previous 
years. 

/ 
/ 
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DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

Listed hereunder are particulars of 
band recove~ies from black ,duck and additional band 
recoveries from grey teal~ 

l ! j 

Band l BANDING ·. ·· 1 RECOVERY 'Distance 
No .; ___ .,..l-~~-~-e~-~-! Flown· 

• I Date i · Plag_e I D~te Place ----~~=-=- l .i I I ·. ~lack Due~ ! 
3576 ji 21/2/56 ! Queen's Moore ·1

1

approx. 
I i Gardens 1 2/1 /57 · River I 55 IIliles . 

3693 f 27/2/56 1 do. 14/11/57 · Heirisson 1 
I t 

1
1 Is. N. of I j Causeway . • 

6562 l 10/2/57 ~rin- 1

1

· , . 

1 
~ 

II 

- j Lake ,~ ·2/1 /58 . I I . , I . ' 
3578 } 21/2/56 IQueen's · r 1ate I 

::·1 ! Gardens I December l 
l 1 . !"1957 I 
I · I J ·_ · 

2901 j 23;1 0;54 ~~~~ie- I · _ _ 
, Gully · 12-5/1 /58 

2861 17/9/54 1 Glen- i 
· · · garr_y ! 

6729 22/3/57 ~::::::J 511158 

· f Swamp . 5/1/58 
l . 

3963'1) · 28/3/56 J ~'larder
! ing 
I Lake I , 

!: I 
23/12/57 

Cciolup ; . 

Upper 
Blackwood · 
River nEar 
Duranillin 1 20. 11 

' ·. ·., . 

·.Chapman. I 
River . near I 
Nabawa . -115 11 

Greenough 
River : 

1 O mls N oE 
of Kojonup 

Lake . 
Muir 70 II .. 

/ 
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Band BANDING · ·l RECOVERY f Distance 
N ° · 1=-=-=-c=D=a"7"'t~e.~~-=p~1-a-c-e~t~ -~-D~a t- e~~~P~l=a-c=e~l : Flown 

t I . . . ! 
Black Duck ( q_9.n_M)··: i 

. . . I I 
6258 1 6/2/5'6 j Flagstaf'f'j j' 

Lake 9 i 
. · .. · II Woodan- ! . .. ,. 
· · illing I . . Lake 

6724 21 /3/571 :::::::: I 1
512158 

1 ::::ecke 
Swamp I 23/2/58 ! Swamp 

6}26 10/1/5T Ye1··e Yere /·: . l-
frtation9 J · 

.Dandara- 1 

l 
B/2/58 · Moora 

6096 19/4/56 do. Feb. 9 Cook's 
l 1 958 · Farm 9 ·. I Moora 

4321· 
·: _ ·· rbr~e Te 

3/11 /57. Koomber~ . Avon_ 

1396· 1-5/2/53 
. 1:-

4155 · 5/12/56 

3850 24/3/56 

. kine . . River 9 

Lake ? · · . 8 ml·s • 
Dowerin 3/3/58 f'rom . 

I Northam 
. l' 

Warderirg !·F~b. ', 
Lake . . · j. 1958 _ 

I 
Gundarirg 1' 

Lake I do. 

Wardfring 
Lake 

I 
I 

I 
t 

16/3/58 

CooK' s 
Farm, 

· Moora 

do. 

· Badgebup I 
24 mls I 
E. of' j 
Katan-
ning 

75 miles 

15 " 

45 II 

210 II 

200 . II 

about · 
40 II 

/ 



i 
4003 ! 11 /4/56 I Yathroo 

Station 

3782 

I 
I 

1 0/3/56 . Dumble
. yung 

( 48 ) 

, . 3/3/58 
I 

l 
1 · 

Namming 
Lake 5 Dan
daragan 
District 

I l l 35 mls W •. 

1 1 6/3/58 . of M·eeka-! tharra 

about 
25 miles 

460 II 

'l'lle Depa_rtment has established a duck 
banding station on the .property of Mr. D.Jo Moir, of 
Cape Riche. MJ;'·o .Moir, who is an Honorary Vvarden o:f 
Fauna, has banded 61 o.lack duck and 2 grey'· teal · · 
during the pe,/tod February 1 2 to March 22. 

li_TJl'!f?BAC~_v~.J& QUOTAS 

. Advice has been received from the 
··Commonwe a lth .Fisheries Office that the humpback quotas 
:for Nor'-We st Whaling Company ;Ltd. and Cheynes Beach 
Whaling Company Ltcl. wj_ll be the same in 1 958 as .. 
applied in ... , 957. 

·· Reminding the Comparies of the concern 
felt over the increa,se in the-.percentage o:f . females 

· and the decreas~ in t~e average.length of h~mpbacks 
taken off the west coast, the Office warned that, i:f 
these trends continued, consideration ~ould have .to 
be gj_ven iD a reduction in quotas; · 

-

/ 

I 
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STAFF NOTES 

During the absence of the,Superintendent 
(Mr. AoJo Fraser) on Long Service Leave 9 Mr. B~Ro Saville 
is Acting Superintendent of Fisheries and Acting Chief 
Warden of Fauna. Mr. Shugg is Acting Clerk-in-Charge 
and Mr" A.Jo Buchanan is Acting Fauna Protection Officer. 

We welcome to the staff Mr. W. Johnson who 
has been seconded from the Chief Secretary's Department 
as Acting Statistical Offid~r. 

Technical Officer L.Go Smith is recupera
ting at home after his recent operation. 

Technical Officer J. Traynor is continuing 
the wild duck banding programme in the Dandaragan dis
trict. 

. Assistant Inspect'ors· S. LaRoche and K. 
Brooks are expected to return to Perth on March 7 after 
EJ., fortnight 1 s work at Pemberton. Mr. LaRoche will 
return to normal duties at L!andurah 9 ·but Mr. Brooks has 
tendered his resignation from the service as from March 
7. 
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DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

Since the opening of the duck shooting 
season the recovery of bands has increased to 3320 
Of these 9 198 we1·e from black duck and 116 from grey 
teal. This represents a recovery of 7.08% of the 
total number of birds, 4608 5 banded to date . 

.An unusual recording was of a black 
duck bearing band no. 10440 This bird was banded in 
June 9 1952 9 at Queen's Gardens and was recaptured . there 
in February 9 1958, suffering from botulism. The duck 
duly recovered and was released again last month with 
the band, which was in good condition 9 still attached. 

29/11/56 20 mls S.E. Junction of 
of Nyabing 22/12/57 Williams and 

l Hotham Rivers 128 miles 
1 
' 

Late I 6196 J28/11/56 do. 27 miles N.W. 
December ! of 

f 1957 · Kojonup 90 II 

I \ l I 61 97 !29/11 /56 do. January I 

ij ! 5 or 6 9 I 
. 1185 i I 1 1. 958 I Rosa Brook II 

I 
tfountain Duck 

l I 

I 

6370 ,17/1/57 Yathroo l 
I 

Station 11/1/58 Moora 

I 
20 II 

I 
Q:,rey T~al 

4372 17/11/57 l Dowerin 

I 
I I 

3½ miles W. I 175 
24/12/57 1 

f 
l of Boyanup II 

I ! 
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Band BANDING f RECOVERY 1 Distance I 
Noo ~~ l Flown Date PlaQe I Date I Place t 

I I 
) l 
i 

(C\:mtd.) 
! 

Gr~y___ Teal 
I I 

f 

4380 ( 8/11/57 Koom- ' ! 7 mls So of I 
' l berkine I 29/1 2/57 j Wagin 147 miles I 

I 
I 

i . 
4287 128/3/57 Karrinyup l l 

n ' . Lalrn J 23/12/57 1 Gundaring 140 . II I ! 
.ere I I I i .ck /24/11/54 

I 

3058 L.ake I ! Dumbleyung 
,h I Mears ! 5/1 /58 Lake 75 II 

f 27/11/54 
:d. 

28 miles E. I 3079 do. 28/12/57 / 
t 
j of 

I 
l Tambellup I 1 ~: 

II 
i.nce ' 
)Wll I 
--- 4454 i 17/11/57 Dowerin 29/12/57 1 Dowerin 

l 14/11 /57 

I 

4405 do. do. I do. l 
l I 

I 4398 l 13/ 11 /57 do. do. I do. t 
1 ' 

niles 4383 ! 9/11/57 
J 

Koom- Koom-

l berkine 19/1 /58 berkine 

3982 j 28/3/56 Wardering Brunswick 
II Lake 31/12/57 Junction 83 · II 

l 
4148 4/12/56 Gunda:r.ing 

l 1 O miles: · I 

Lake . 5/1 /58 N.Eo of . ,. II Kojonup 30 n 

4311 l 1/4/57 Karrinyup Lake I· 
j 

Lake f 8/2/58 Clifton I 65 II 
I 
' 

II I 
(Re-banded 141·6 1 5/2/53 Wardering .. Trapped at 

Lake 20/1/58 Karrinyup with band 
no 9 4528) 

I 
3843 , 24/3/56 do. 15/2/58 Lake 

1! Char ling, 
Wagin 5 miles 

-
J)f "l hl~"' ~ lq~'l' J \/r,l . ~ f'J~ ! . 

/ 

I 
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Band i BAL"\JDING RECOVERY I Distance 
No• r -D~a=t-~e=·-:::::::p::1:a=c-e""""=i ~~D=a=t~e~=_-1 = ~= ==-:~~P:1:a:· :ce:::L,~~~wn~ 

; 

4254 i 
I 

9/3/57 
l 

Wardering/ 

l Lake / 17/1/58 
1 

Teal Lake, 
near Lake 
Clifton 100 miles 

! . 
-4427 I 1 6/11 /57 ! Dowerin ' ( '- I 

4446 J 17/11/57 !, 
~ J 

i I 
4049 i 12/4/56 I Yathroo 

do. 

i 5/1/58 
I 

I do. 
i 

· 1 
1 

Dowerin 

do. 

j j Station 
l 

do. l 

i do. 90 miles 

4340 J 5/11/57 1 Koom-
1 

1 berkine 
. I I 

l 
I 
I 

2/2/58 I 
! 

do. 8 II 

I I 1 
(Due to lack of space in this issue, black duck recover-

They -vvill be published next month,) ies are not listed . 

Since our report in Vol. VI, No. 9 9 
September, 1957 9 issue of this Bulletin, 15 ducks 
banded in other ·States have been- recovered in Western 
Australia. · These include two grey teal 9 one banded· 
at Darwin and recovered at Lake :Muir, near Manj imup, 
and another banded at Lara in Victoria, and recovered 
near Wagin; The interstate recoveries lead u~ to 
suppose that there is a massive movement of grey teal 
throughout Australia and that the majority migrate to 
this State via the northern regions. A west-east 
movement along the southern coast is also probable. 
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AN}TU.AL INSPECTORS' COJJFERENCE 

February, 1958 

The Annual Conrerence or Inspectors will be 
h~lg rrom February 12 to February 14, 1958, in the Con~ 
rerence Room on the 2nd Floor or the State Government. 
Insurance Of'rice BuiJ.ding 9 182 St. George's Te~r?ce, Perth. 
The Conrerence will be opened at 1 O a.m·. on Febru~ry 12 by 
the Publi.c Service Commissioner, Mr. K.J. Townsing. 

Included among those who will address the 
Conf'erence will be Dr. D.L. Serventy 9 Wilfili:t'e Survey 
Section 9 c .. s .. I.R.o., and Dr. W.D.,L. Ride 9 Director 9 W.A. 
Museu_m. 

OBITUARY 

We regret to advise t~at just berore going 
to press notif'ication was received that Mr. F.J. Grirrit_hs, 
Chier Guardian or Fauna 9 Sydney, had passed away. 
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STAFF NOTES 

,: The Superintendent (Mr. AoJ o Fraser), as 
Chief Warden' -of· Fauna, led the Fauna Pro,te.ction Advisory 
Committee on a field inspection of the Gre.at Southern 
~nd Eastern Goldfields Districts from January 20 t6 31. 
He was accompanied by Dr. D.Lo Serventy Mr. G.Eo · Brock
way, Mrg JoBo Higham (committee members), Mro HoBo Shugg 
(.secretary) and Mro . SoW. Bowler, Faun~Warden. A 
r ,eport of the · tour appears . elsewhere in this issue. 

. _ The. ·superintendent will vis.it Geraldton on 
F.e bruary 9, 1 O and · 11 and at the end -of . the month will 
leave for the eastern States on long service iea·ve. He 
will visit Canberra and Cronulla. 

Officers on leave at the present time 
include - the Supervising Inspector (Mno J oEo BramleyL 
annual leave; Captain H.C.Wo Piesse, master of the 
research vessel "Lancelin", annual and special leave, 
and Technical Officer JoS. Simpson, long service leave. 
Each will resume duty this month. 

Mr. G.C. Ferguson of Head Office is on 
special leave attending a 3 months' national service 
training course. 

Technical Officer L.Go Smith will undergo 
an operation at the South Perth Community Hospital this 
month. 

Technical Officer J. Traynor, who resumed 
duty after sick leave on January 6, is continuing the 
duck banding programme in the metropolitan area. He 
will shortly leave for Cape Riche to set up a permanent 
trap on the property of Mr. D. Moir, an honorary warden 
who has offered· to co-operate in the Department's wild 
duck research programmeo 

Technical Officer J.So Simpson will, after 
resuming duty, carry out empirical tests of trout in 
dams in a survey of progress made in the "Trout for the 
Inland" scheme. 

=a~ ==a F ll' z;;;;; 
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BOTULISM KILLS WATERFOWL 

In the last is.sue of the Bulletin for 
H911;9rary Wardens, it was forecast that .:further outbreaks 
of botulism might r-easonably_ :te, e~p~:0ted tow~rds the end 
of tl:l:is summer. It see~s, ;however, from the r ·e ce11; t 
discoveI_'y o.f sick and dead ducts · along the Como f0resho-re, 
that the disease commenced e,arlier than had been expect·ed. 
Dr. H. Bennetts, of the .Ap~iµ'~'l H~'al th and ·!:fu tri ti on 
Laboratory, Nedlands, diagno's'ed the di·~e.as'e ?,S botulism 
and it is thought it has probably been daused by the 
dredging undertaken east of the new Narrows Bridge 
prepaI_'atory to the cop.struction qf the new non-access 
highway,. The diseas·e rs caused· by ·a very sinall organism 
which occurs in decaying vegetation and flesh. When 
circumstanc~s are :GavoutcJ.bl~, the b~c:i,llus mul tiplie·s 
very r.apidly ~d .generates a p,articula:rly p9tent poison 
known as botu-1-inus toxin. . . The bo.tulinus 'bacillus is 
related to two other well. kn°oirn organisms whic}:l. "~ are the 
causative agents of gas gangrene, a disease which was 
prevalent in France in Wo:rl9- War I, ... and tetanus. 

. . A minor 0utbreak of bo~iJJ.idm has also 
occurred among the . dus:~.s ;i.ri. Q_:ueen! s 'Gar4ens wh~fe 9arp 
and a tortoise have al·so g.ied t~cen tly. -

· ' . . The b1.r·<;ls :pi_cked up at Con;io· ·include·d ··gre;y · 
. teal, li ttl_e pied cormorants;, ~i ttle ~tints ~( san'd:p1.pers') 

and a banded 'plove_l?, ;w4ile those ~t Q"4-e eh' s '9-ardens . . 
included a d0mestiqat~ q kh8;ki~cami?b~;J..J, a · .IgF3,l,lard,,\ 12lack 
duck "hybrid an,,d t -w_o black_ ,ducks., .One o;f . ;~h~ bl~ck 
ducks ,wE;s _ca-~ rying _band no~ 1-044., which had: been placed 

on ·its _l~g ,on -June 6, 19~52, ·a·t Queen's Gardens • 

.ADVISORY COMMITTEE'S LONG TOUR 

During January, the ·Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee was engaged ori the ,longest and busiest 
fj_e_ld· tour it has yet im.aertaken.i ' 

Departing frefu PePith on January 20, the. 
Committee cover ea over=' 1 , 800 . mile's of c'Oun try in the-

' I 

/ 

I 
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WILD DUGKS 

(a) Open Season in Outlying -Areas : 

Arter giving consideration to information 
made available from duck .banding programmes throughout 
Australia; the Fauna Proteq,tiQn .Advisory Committee 
recently reqoITimended tha.t an extended ·.open season be 
proclaimed in the Kimserley, Eastern and North-West Land 
Di visi_ons. · · ._ · -4- -• . . ;•• 1,_ ...... ~ :. , · 

The recomrrienda t ·ion, which " has been accep• 
te'd by the Minister, will mean that the season will open 
in these outback areas an the 22nd of this month, and 
wil~ not close until t.9_P~-• 

- . 

. I _n making their recommendation, the 
Goil)ITl~-t-te~ was miIJ._df'ul of the different breed,ing .seasons 
of dµcks, both_ geo-graphically an~. between sp(:)cie·s. In 
the ~imberleys, _ on int:grmatiQn received from a competent 
naturalist .and Honorary Warden, Mr. P. Slater, all 
species -e_xcept,. ·'bl~~k du.cl~: and freckled duck nest during 
th~ "wet" i •i •. e-., f,'rom;No;v:~mb~r to ),.1:arch. · Black and. ·· . 
;f.'-~0e·cl5-~e<;1. dµpk ,usually ne_:_s t .'1-.§. t~r on when the · KimbE3rleY;s 
ar~ .cqmpa_rat:L.v.ely dry.~· B$,nding progr.ammes hav,e . shofr.ri·
t.qa:.t :_grE;3y teal, th~ sp_~ci~s ·most c·ommonly shot · in light 

· rainf'al1=•. areas.t are opp_0·rtUI_le ·nesters an.d set about 
breed:i:p.g whe.rever.~ and-.when.eve.~. con.ditions a-re to. their 
l _,-:j)c_ing •. _ ;ct w.ill, _ be :sj ~ep.' th·at to p.ro_tect .the different 
_s.p~cies during. their breE;idin'.g seasons '·woul¢1. ca:J_il. for a · . 
number of . close :.seasons ' and •cause a ,good · deal · of · con;'. : .: 
fusion. In recent . years the same opEm . season has peen 
declared throughout the ·state, but ·,~t is well -known · · · 
that in all -outlying areas; where_. supervision is diffi
cult·, . -:sho_o;ters take li ttl:e hotic.e ·of' the . close seas·on~ 
Band:i.ng .. results have shown that this ·has._ had a negli.:. 
gible. @:f't~ct on the total du_ck' popula ti·o'n, .. so that th·e .: 
proJ,,ongect..open seaspn . will legalise .the shooting habits 
of o:utbac'lc s.hooters and r.ein0ve an :urinecfossary restric-
tion. · · 

(b) . _D_u;:;.;ck~'.B_an=d_i=n,i..ig 
. I 

I 

Technical 
For the fi3;1st . thr/ee weeks in November, 

Officer J. Traynor was engaged on duck banding 
f 

I 
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in the Dowerin district. Mr. Traynor advises that 
although .there was a great number of birds about, 
they did not enter the traps readily. Before 
returning to Perth for medical attention, he was able 
to band a total of 183 birds, of which 166 were grey 
teal~ the remainder being pink-eared, black, wood 

~imd mountain duck in about equal proportions. 

MANDURAH FISHPOT 

.An unusual but most attractive com-
1 

petttion has been designed by Mandurah business men to 
11 sell 11 their town and district to the holidaymaldng 
public. Named "The Mandurah Annual Fishpot", th$ 
competition will commence on December 13. It is 

,.. a1-Ijeady exciting considerable interest !I and we are 
indebted to Assistant Inspectors. LaRoche for having 

..;s.:up:glie d details of the scheme~ 
_.t Y. <4: 

.er-. In the first place a committee was 
set up to find something that would boost t .he town -
-s9mething that was simple, original and attract1ve, and 
in keeping with the character of Mandurah. · Fishing 
alil.~ Mandurah being synonymous, the committee bent its 
t houghts on an angling competition and decided to wed 
it to the current jackpot craze. Thus the basis of 
the scheme was born. Business men rushed to support 
it and guaranteed a weekly prize of goods to the value 

, of £50 which will 11 fishpot" if' not won. · 

kept simpl'e. 
The whole scheme, .and .. the r:ules 9 were 

Briefly they are --

_v'°·~ -· 
ed:~;;. . 

(a) The competition is open to all comers and 
there is no entry fee or form. 

(b) 

( c) 

The fish entered must be caught from waters 
within the boundaries of' the Mandurah Road 
District by a handline or rod and line. 

The fish must be taken to· the recording . 
office at No. 2 Pinjarra Road, Mandurah, 
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_S_T.A]2F NOTES 

·. • The Superintendent (Mr. Ao Jo Fraser).? 
accompanied by the Clerk-in-Charge (Mr. B.R. Saville), 
met representatives of the Waroona branch of the Murray 
Trout Acclimatisation Society on Friday, October 25. 
In the evening of that day they attended a meeting .of 
the South-West Licensed Fisherments Association at 
Busselton. Mr. A.J. Buchanan, of Head Office, sp~nt 
from October 22 to 26 in the Bunbury district and also 
attended the meeting at Busselton. 

The S~perintendent, as a member of the 
Agriculture Protection Board, will aecompany other 
members of the Board on its tour of the Sou.th-West from 
November 4 to November 8. Meetings have been arranged 
with local authorities at Busaelto.Dt Margaret River~ 
Augusta, Donnybrook 9 Bridgetown, Manjimup, Boyu.p Brook 
and Pinjarra. · · 

Officers at present on annrial lea:ve include 
Mr., B.,K. Bowen, Research Officer; Inspector R.M.· Craw
ford, of Geraldton, and Mro J.M. Mitchell, of Head Officeo 
Mr. Bowen will resume duty on November 18 9 , Im:ipector 

• Crawford on November 19 9 and Mr. Mi tche;J.L cm .November 21. 

Assistant Inspector So LaRoche w.j,11 go on 
annual leave this month and the Clerk-in-Charge .( :M:i:>. 
B .. R. Saville), Fauna Protection Officer (Mr. B:.,B., · Shugg) 
and Inspector B.A. Carmichael, of Albany, will commence 
leave in December. 



\ 
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We welcome to the staff Mr. s. Stokoe, who 
was appointed Inspector 9 on October 14. Mr. Stokoe, who 
had lengthy service with the R.N. and R.A.N. 9 will take 
command of the p.v. "Misty Isle". · 

Mr . Ray Emery will commence duty as Cadet 
Inspector on November 4. 

Technical Officer J.S. Simpson will start 
3 months' long service leave on November 1. 

Cadet Inspector K.R . Dickson has resigned 
from the Service. 

The Fauna Warden (Mro S. W. Bowler) will 
Jleave for the South-West and Kojonup Districts on Novem
ber 5 to investigate complaints of out-of-season duck 
shooting and marron fishing. 

Ass.istant Inspector K.L. Brooks will 
return to the metropolitan area from Geraldton on Novem
ber 2. He will assist Inspector A.K. Melsom in the 
Fremantle District. 

Assistant Inspector D. Wright, who will 
return to Perth on the research vessel 11 Lancelin 11 on 
November 1 9 will leave for Geraldton on November 11 to 
assist in that district. He will commence annual leave 
in December. 

Assistant Inspector M.J. Simpson has sub
mitted his resignationo He will be replaced by Assis
tant Inspector E. I. Forster 9 a new appointee, who will 
take up duty on November 18. 

After Inspector R.M. Crawford resumes 
duty in the Geraldton District, Relieving Inspector G.C. 
Jeffery will be posted to Lancelin. He will be assisted 
by Assistant Inspector R.J. McKay. It has been decided 
to maintain two inspectors at this centre for the time 
being. 

Technical Officer J. Traynor will this 
month be trapping in the Dowerin District, where big 
flocks of ducks have been reported. 

-~f ~f-'lJyZ VI. N'IN Lq~'!r) \hi yJ) f'J 11 
ll. 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Superintendent (Mr. A.J. Fraser) and 
the Clerk-in-Charge ( Mr. B. R·. Saville) left for an 
inspection of the Bunbury and Busselton areas on August 
290 They had a discussion with the President of the 
South West Fishermen's Association at Busselton and at 
Bunbury met some of the local fishermen. They after
wards inspected a fish farming project on land between 
the Collie River and Leschenault Inlet •. The following 
day they left for Pemberton to attend the Annual General 
Meetings of the Pemberton-Warren Trout Acclimatisation 
Society and the Trout Acclimatisation Council of W.A. 
These meetings were also attended by the Research Officer 
(Mr. B.K. Bowen)~ 

The Supervising Inspector .(Mr. J.E. Bram
ley) visited Shark Bay and the new Dirk Hartog crayfish 
grounds last month. He was accompanied by Technical 
Officer J. Traynor~who investigated possible duck banding 
sites in areas adjacent. 

The Superintendent will commence annual 
leave on September 9. 

Other officers proceeding on annual leave 
this month include Inspector N.E. McLaughlan on Septem
ber 2; Technical Officer J. Traynor and Inspector H.J. 
Murray on September 9 ,· and Inspect9r A. V. Green on Sep
tember 23. 
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too wet in the . winter months~ but might be used each 
s~rnmer when .surrounding seasonal wet-lancis dried up. 

In co-operation with the Zoology Depa~t
ment and c~ s~ I. R. O. l> it is . intended to carry out a minor 
trapping programme and night surveys in the summer mo~1 ths 
to establish concrete :proof of the quoklrn I s occurrence 
over the extended range~ an:d possibly to attempt some 
popul~tion studies. · 

PRAWN NETTING TO CONTINUE IN THE· SERPENTINE 

A request by members of the Furnissdale
Ba~righup Pro~ress Association for the prohibition of . 
prawn net fishing in the channel s;)'stem between the 
lakes and the estuary of the Serpentine River ·has been 
refuse~ by ~he Minister. · 

Members of a deputation which waited on 
Mr. Kelly al.leged that al though camping was prohibited t 
in the areal> many prawning parties congregated there and f 
cause~ i nuisance to residents. · 

.After careful consideration, howeverl> the 
Minister decided that no action should be taken under 
the Fisheries Act. The 12 1 prawn net allowed in the · 
Serpentine River was the type almost universally used · in · 
Western .Australian estuarine and river . wat·ers, and could 
not be banned on conservation grounds. It was con~ 
sidered that the offended parties should avail themselves 

· of their rights under other laws governing public beha
viour. 

DUCK BAND RECOVEfilfil 

As the season in this State has closedl> 
the number of bands coming in is extremely limitedy as 
may be seen by the table overpage. The number of bands 
returned has now reached 2975> of which 186 were from black 
ducks and 97 from grey teal. As 4319 ducks have been 
banded, the recovery rate is 6.88%. 

. I 
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I . 
Band I BANDING RECOVERY ii Distance 

N ° • I Da t ~---=p=-=1~a_c_e---'i--~D-a-,t-e--,----,P,,,..,,-l_a_c_e __ l Travelled 
l . . I 
I . I 

~.203 l 14/1 2/56 t 
I I 

I ; 
! : 

4216 12/1/57 

i 
Greyi Teal 

' 

Flagstaff 
Lake, 
WoodanilTing 

, · 

Yathroo Stn. 
Dandaragan 

f 
I 
I 

i 
! . 
I 

n6/3/57 I . 
i 

' 

I 
I 

i 
Lake in l 
Woodanillingl 
District i --

1 
i 20 miles 

l ! I 
l 
l . 

miles 

l. 3/8/57 j north-we~t 
i of Ayr 9 N. 
I Queensland j 2, 150 II 

I 

The return of band no. 4216 was 9 however 9 

of extreme interest 9 as its flight from Yathroo Station 
to Ayr is believed to be the longest duck movement yet 
recorded in Australia. Th.is year has seen a numb er of 
outstanding recoveries 9 probably because banding is now 
carried out by three States - Western Australia 9 Victoria 
and Queensland - and by the C.S.I.R.O. 's Wildlife Survey 
Section in New South Walee . and the Northern Territory. 

Advice has .been received from the latter 
of the recovery of two bands from grey teal banded near 
Darwin approximately in the same period. One vvas 
recovered 86 miles west of Meekatharra twelve days after 
banding 9 while the second was shot on the Queensland-South 
Australian border north of CunamullE . a few days later. 
Both were extremely. fast flights for such distances. 

It is of interest to note that another 
grey teal 9 banded at Mildura by the Victorian Depart
ment of Fisheries and Game, was recovered near Darwin in 
recent weeks. 

From these and previous recoveries, it is 
apparent that grey · teal are likely . to migrate to prac
tically any point in Australia. This highlights the 
need for the close integration of ~11 banding programraes, 

l
a matter which has been listed for · discussion at the 
forthcoming Interstate Conference. 

----- - - -

/ 
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. · T.he Minister for Fisheries (Mr. Kelly) 
spent the. last. we.ek Of Jµne · aboard ·m. v. 11Lancelin 11 to 
see f'or -hirriself' the type of' investigational. work· on 

··which the Dep_artment is 1,.t_ present engaged in Shark 
Bay and vicinity e .Prior to joining the vessel. at 
Carnarvon Mro Kelly inspected the No-r '-Wes-t- Whaling 
Company's st~tion at Babbage Island • 

. Tl'l"e ·-su:perintend-ent (Mr. A.JO Fraser) !I 
and the Chief Vermin Control Officer (Mr. A.R. Tom
linson),. accompanied by Fauna Protection Of'ficer H.B. 
-Shugg 9 · Will YiEi:i- t Alb1:1ny on July .1 O. . They will meet 
a dep.utation that ev~ning of members oi' the Albany 
Zo11e Council pf the ·Far.mersY Union, and.members of the 
All:)ahy; Road Board, to· 9-isouss ._ the kangaroo situation 
in the ,a.i!C!tr>ict. . Tlie~r -wi_JLl ·return. to Perth· the · 
f:ollowing day c ... · 

The Cler>k-i~-Charge ( Mr. B. R~ ·:·_savi11e) 
will commence 9ne we·ekr.s annu(:1:1 leave on July ,3-b 

We ·w'elcome t.o the s"taf'f Mr., ; K. L. -Brooks 
and Mr. 'K\,Ro D5.'ckson 9 · :who' comrnenced duty· on Jun~.- 15 

. as Assistant Inspector __ ahd. Cadet Inspector, .r:,e$-:p-ec
ti ve'lyo 

Mr. w~ K; cherringtoi-1 will: c()rnmeri'.o;$ duty 
on J"uly 4 as a Clbrk ·at Head Of.fi.ce., (( -He wil_l, qccupy 

· an additional, position r:e_cen:lily q'reated in .. the. Fauna 
Section. · ' 
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DUCK -BAND- RECOVERIES 

During the month a further 6 bands were 
returned and in addition~ details were obtained of' a · 
band sent in some time ago. 

The table hereunder sets out the particu
lars associated with these recoveries. Band No. 3162 
was only the second recovered Trom a pink-eared duck. 
In this case the bird was not killed - it wa s captured 
alive in moult 9 the band removed and the bird released. 

B~nd j ' , BANDilfG l RECOVERY 
N ° • ..... , -D--a_t,_e-...,.L- _P_l_a_c_· e __ j _ ·D_a_t_e 4_P_l_a_c_e 

Distance 
Flown 

, Black Duel{ · 

2922 25/10/54 
! 
I 

6583 I 12/2/57 

! 
6831 31/3/57 

6568 11/2/57 

l 

6720 I 20/3/57 
I 

3833- 124/3/56 
I 
1 
I 

i 
Cockleshell i 
Gully i 26/12/56 

i 

Butler ' s 
Swamp, 
CJ.aremont 

! 
I 

! 
l 
1 

21/5/57 

Karrinyup 1 · 
Lake j 24/4/57 

do. 

Bennecke's 
Swamp 9 Ko
jonup Dis-

trict 

I May'57 

I 
: < 

i 
I April 157 

Grey Teal 
I 

Wardering 1· 
1 

· Lake i · 22/5/57 
\ 

I 
j 

On a pool 
1 OM. S.- of' 
Eradu 90 miles 

Butler's 
I Swamp 

(f'ounc1 dead) 

Road Lake, I 
Mandurah j 50 II 

Butler's 
Swnmp 9 

Claremont, 
(found dead) 6 11 

I 

Boscab el I 7 

Trapped 6') 
mls. N. E. ;of' 1 

Lake . Grace ·140 

II 

II 

I 
1)f--~M~\)~ ~r1~-7\J;cfj ,-~N7.----;r--=

. / . 



,ce 
m -

les 

" 

II 

( 113 ) 

_;.__,---------------i--------------•. ------
Bcnd I BANDING 

No.1_· Date l 
RECOVERY 

Place 

I l 
.I, 

3162 19/1/55 t 

Place Date 
I 

Pink-eared~ 
. I 

Yeal.ering I Captured - 1 

Lake i alive 
I 1-5/6/57 
j 

' • j 

14 mls S. W o 

of Coorow . 

f-,,BROLHOS CRAYFISHERY 

1 Distance 
j Flown 

I 
I 

210 miles 
.j 

The catch .at Houtman's Abrblhos continues 
to exceed production figures . of past yearso ; The. table 
a.t page 114 -compares the intensity and results of the • 
fishing force iri •May last -year with those this year; 
If conditions during the remainder of · this season are : 
usuals, a ·record 3 millibn .. lb:. catch mO:y be expecte;d/. , 

VVHITE-NECiED HERONS * 

' A:/-1 officers are invited to send in /not:es 
on observation::r ' of white-necked herons. Drl D.Li Ser
·ven ty si who is a member . of tl1e Fauna Protection Advis6ry 
C.ommi ttee.9 has recorded information on the ar·rival arid 
depa:rture times and ge/1eral : behaviour pattern of ~he~e 
birds this year.9 as an ! irruption of this species is ' ):. 
occur~ing in the ~~uth~We~t : at the present ,ti~e~ ' Hd : 
says that these irruptions occur period"icall~- ,the iast' 
was in -1952 - and th.at; they, are believed to be caused i .: 
·by unfavourabl~. cO:ridi t?-ons further north whej:>e th~ b:ird ,. 
is more common. 

·In l?-PPea;rancEi the 'A'hi te-ri~cl{ed herons, it ' 
which is a.ls o known a$ the ;Pacific heron .9 is s imilEJ;r '. to 
the white-faced heron ; or biue crane .9 a wide]j.y known and 
popular bird to which : it i~ closely related.· ·The . 
Pacific heron is a sl~te grey on the upper parts :and 
has a long neck.9 white underneath.9 'white on : the ·1/)reast 
and at the bend of th$ wings~ · It ,feeds on' aquatic : 
insects and other food obtained in

1
some f'lo9ded paddockso 

/ 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Superfntendent 9 Mr. -A.J._ Fraser 9 is 
at present visiting the eastern States on · offi'qial 
business. He is expected to return to Perth on June 7. 

On Sunday, May 19.9 4he ·superihtendent 9 

the Clerk-in-Chc1rge 9 Mr. BoR. Saville 9 and the Research 
Officer 9 Mr. B.K. Bowen, attended the quarterly meeting 
of the Trout Acclimat_isation Cm,_:J.cil at Dwellingup. 

Assistant. InspeGtor lV!.J. Simpson; · wno 
·had been assisting InspE:i°ctor R, M. Crawford ·a·t Geraldton.9 
was transferred to ·duties on the Pov. "Kooru.ldhoo" on 

-May 21. Assistant Inspec'tor R. McKa'y 9 1vhom he had 
r~lieved.9 is at pre9ent sta tioned at Perth and will 
leave for Carnarvon 'on June 12 to act as Whaling Inspec
tor for jGhe duration of the humpback ~ sea;son. 

Assistant Inspector T.B. Baines -will 
leave Freman tle on ,Tlme 1 O to take over 'the Bunbury dis
trict !from Relieving Inspector G.C. Jeffery9 who will 
return to duties in .the metropolitan area. 

On June 6 Cadet Inspector G. Hanley will 
be transferred to Pemberton for · thr'ee months to assist 
at the trout ·hatchery. 1 . 

The influenza epid~mic was. felt by the 
Department during the ni.onth when the Clerk~in.,..Gharge 9 

Mr. B.R. Savill~ 9 Technical Officer s L. G. Smith and J. 
Traynor 9 and Inspector' H.J. Murray were all afflicted. 

--~f=- _ Lt n,&~ ~ :J~ iqs~::r , Vt11. v1 , rJ O t, ._/ 

I 
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SCORECARDS 

The Minist er for Fisheries (Mr. Kelly) 
recently appealed to all sportsmen to continue to co
operate with the Department in its duck research pro
gramme. Scorecards have been widely distributed again 
this year and further supplies are available at this 
Office. It is essential that a large number of correc
tly compl e ted cards be_ returned to allow an assessment 
bf' the seasons 1 results to be made and to establish the 
present status of the duck. ~opulatfciri: 

. DUQ1LJ2ANDIN G 

With the start of the winter rains the 
banding programme has been temporarily suspended as 
usual. A permanent · trap has however been completed 
and a further one is to be constructed,also in the Metro
politan area9 and if these traps are successful banding 

_will be continued practically throughout the year. 

Recoveries : 

Since the _:previous issue of this Bulletin 
the following bands have. been returned:-

I I 
Band 1 •• • BQnding . 1 

· · I I 
Eecovery 

i 

!Distance 
------------ · Flown .No. j----- · - · . · IDit-e I Place I Date I _Place 

I 1 ---:----~, ---------------

1- I Black Duck 

6687'i 26/2/57 I Queen 1 s \ Butler's Swamp I jGardens l 12/5/57 . · (found dead) 

6628 ! 19/2/57 j do. I 
1 

do. 

6742 j 27/3/57 Karri:riyup 
/ Lake 

- _3425 j 8/2/55 :" j Cape Riche •j 12/5/57 
I . ·_ I 

6119 !. -30/4/56 j Queen's_ _ 
l ;Gardens 
l I (RetrappecL 
1 i April' 57) J 28/5/5 7 

25/4/57 

Chittering Lake 

Watson's Lake, 
Wannamal 

! 

6 

45 

50 

-Waterloo 1195 

' S_hot on Pool 
near Preston 

·River ., about 8 1 
mls Eo· of Donny- l 

• I brook .. 1110 
l 

miles 

II 

II 

II 

!I 



n 
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,ro-
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tee 

.les 

II 

ti 

II 

ti 
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i, 

Band i Banding Recovery Distance 
No. f'--=D-a...,..t_e, i -~p=1-a·-c-e-·""".· -+---,,,D,.....a....,t,....e-.,------,p=_=-1-a-c-.e-. ------4 Flown 

j 
! 

Grey Teal 
6 mls n. w. of' 

I 
i 
1 

3181 23/1/5-5 ;_i Yealering i l 
l I Lake i 9/3/57 l Moora 

i 
1175 miles 

1 . 1 i 

1344 1
1
. 12/2/53 i Wardering I 

i Lake 28/3/57 l 
i ! i 

3118 I 4/12/54 l Meckering J4/5/57 I 
I j ' s 
E • ! l i 

3876 f 25/3/56 l Wardering l j 
~ i Lake j 27 /4/57 l 

4001 !1 t/4/56 jl Ya theroo '. i 
Station 9 I 
Dandaragan j 21/5/57 

1653 j 21/3/53 l Big Bootin~ 
f l Swamp 9 1 
1 j Beermullah 6/4/57 

j ; 

3033 23/11/5J Lake Mears !about tj

1 

· l 20/5/57 

3890 ! 25/3/56 I Warde~ing I I i Lake i 15/2/57 ! 
r: l i 

Yalka-Pool 9 

Meelrntharra 

Taarblin Lake 

do. 

Wannamal 

Dam north of' 
Burracoppin 

Taarblin 

l 

450 

!100 
I 
I 45-
1 50 

l 
30 

!165 
I 

; 
l 50 

Shot on Blackwood 
River 9 near 
Duranillin ,if 25 

. , . ,_ 

n 

II 

ti 

" 

II 

ti 

In ad.di tion to the above 9 a particul~rly 
interesting band was returned by Mr. L. R. Tuckey; .o:f 1 O 
Sutton Street 9 Mandurah. It was No. 090-01126 which 
had been placed on a grey teal nt Grif'f'ith in southern 
New South Wales 9 on January 18 9 1957 9 under the 
Australian Bird Banding Scheme conducted by the Wildlife 
Survey Section 9 C.S.I.R.O. When shot at Boggy Bay 9 

Mandurc;1.h 9 by Mr. L.R. Tuckey on April 30 9 the bird must 
have f'lown approximately 1 9 900 miles 9 even if' it came by 
a fairly direct route. The interval between banding 
and recovery 9 103 days 9 was the shortest yet recorded 
to demonstrate a trans-continentnl flight by a duck. 
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A-teal banded at Lara 9 near Melbourne 9 in 
January 1953 5 was shot at Rowle's Lagoon on January 10 9 

1954 9 and another banded under our own scheme at Lake 
Karrinyup on April 15, 1954, was shot. at Menindee, River 
Darling 9 New South Wales, on· Januanr 2, 1956. 

Another very· interest:i.ng recent recovery 
was that of a grey teal banded at Wardering Lake (in the 
Woodanilling District) on February 12y 1953, and shot 
at Yalka Pool, 53 miles south east of Meekatharra 9 by 
Mr. T.J. Carmody • . The band had been eroded and one of 
the numbers was quite invisible. Through the co-opera
tion of the Inspector in Charge of the Police Depart
ment's Scientific Bureau (Inspector A.J. Baird), the 
band was chemically treated and established as 1344. 
This was the northernmost recovery and the longest 
recorded flight of a duck within this State. 

COMMITTEE'S TOUR OF INSPECTION 

Led by the Superintendent (Mr. A.J. 
Fraser) as Chairman, members of the Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee, Mr. J"B. Higham and Mr. A.J. Milesi, 
accompanied by the Secretary (Mr. H.B. Shugg) and Fauna 
Warden S.W. Bowler 9 visited areas in the South-West from 
May 13-18 . . After a brief inspection of lakes south of 
Perth, the party visited areas from which complaints had 
been received of damage caused by kangaroos and emus. 
As well as visiting the properties of affected farmers, 
the party met. representatives of the Preston, Nannup, · 
Manj imup and Plantagenet Road Boards to d:Lscuss the 
situation generalJLy, and to receive recommendat:i.ons from 
the local authorities. 

Before completing their tour, a meeting 
of the Committee was held at Narrogin on the evening of 
May 17, when the evidence obtained was reviewed. 
Owing to the widespread nature of the damage and the 
ineffectiveness of previous short open seasons, it was 
decided to recommend a long ope~ season as an experiment, 
provided that the effects were observed carefully by 
departmental officers and a close check kepton the pet
food trade. 

- ---- ____ _, 
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STAFF· NOTES 

.The 'Superintendent.,. as Chairman, will 
accompany ,members of' the- Fauna Pro·tectiori Advisnry .·: .• ·· 
Committee on a six.:..day survey of' areas in ·the South ... 
West.. The party wi11:·.1eave J>ertll on Monday:,-: May 13~. 
and will meet ~ocai authoriti'~~- and' ;f'armers" ··o:r1gan;i- '. ... , 
sations t0 ·discuss. f'auna :prob'lems.. :Fauna Protection 
Of'f'icer H~B. Shugg and Fauna Warden ·s. w.,·. Bowl~r will 
accompany the ·,committee.- : .Qn Iylay · 23 the sri:i;>e:i:ii.nteri,-· 
dent: .will leave Perth by .aip ·.-to atteiid a meeti:Q.g of 
State an.a: Cornmori.weal'th f'ishBries ·a1,1thori ties t.o be· 
held in Canberra~ . . .. .. .· . . . . . .. _ 

· ·. ·,_ ·, The Cle·rk-in-Charg~,-:Mr~ B.R. Sa\i:ill?, 

. ' will •visi t::·Geraldton on May- 9 on 1;tn .. annual ins:pe·ction 
of';•district· of'fice · administrat·ioJ;i. · ·\c: ·· · . · · 

.,..; . 

T@·chni0al O:Ei'icei<L~ G.. Smith: resumed 
duty after lohg service leave on April' ·4·~ •-. · · 

•_<; :.· .' · Senio':l?-<tnspector. J.E. Munro:: commenced . . . 
annual leave on April· 10,' on the expiration· .o:f :,which !.-.: . 6 

he wi~l commence long service leave~: · Duri-ng:·:_l}if; · ·. · ': . 
absence. I?J-spector H.·J. Mur~ay is _ac;ting.,-a.s · f:lertior·':.; :; :~' :.~ .: 
Inspector· arid·'has ·taken over. the Metropolitan ··a±strict."

1
·~-~- .:· 

Technical Of':ficer. -J. s. Simpson lef't. Pe;rtJ+ · 
by air f'or Garnarvon on Apri.l 4Q." i-.}/1:r. Simpso:6.·w.111 .. ·, 
join the research -vessel· "Lancelin" as technical· 6:f'f'.t~' : ·:: 
cer in lieu of' Mr. K~ Godfrey, Senior Technical Assis'.;;;· - · 
tant of' the Division of' Fis.b,er:l.es. and Oceanography, 
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(2) All the Swan River downstream of a line 
drawn from Point Walter to Point Reso
lution -to the sea. 

(3) All districts adjacent to =~ . 
(a) The north side of the Swan River 

from Victoria Avenue, Claremont, 
to Frernantle. 

(b) The south side of the Swan River 
from Point Walter Road, Bicton, 
to Fremantle. 

DUCK BANDING 

Since publication of the previous issue 
of' this Bulletin, an additional 203 ducks have been 
banded. Two hundred were black duck, one was a male 
mallard and two were mallard hybrids - all were banded 
at Queen's Gardens, Perth. The total banded since 
the ineeption of the scheme is now 4,31.9, mainly black 
duck and grey teal. 

The total number of bands recovered has 
reached 275, a recovery rate in excess of 6%. Indi
vidual bands returned since the last issue were as 
follows :-

I 

Band · Banding Recovery I Distance 
No. Date Place Date I Place Flovm 

I Black Duck l 2237 20/1/54 1 Karrinyup ! Lake 

I Lake 22/4/57 Clifton l 65 miles 

6796 29/3/57 j do. do. do. 65 II 

' 
648.3 6/2/57 I Queen's , Chittering 

> Gardens 14/4/57 !Lake 45 II 

i ' I l G ey Teal . 
28/3/56 1 3977 Wardering Taarblin 

Lake Lake 45 II 

30/12/56 !1 miles. 3893 25/3/56 l do. 
j90 i /of Boyanup II 

j l ! 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Relieving Inspector (Mr. A .. I-C Mel
som) has. been appointed inspector in charge of' Fre
mantle district vice Mr. VV. Davidson;) retired. He· 
entered on his new duties on March 29. 

Mr. G .. C. Jef'f'ery (Fauna Warden) is being 
appointed Relieving Inspector 9 and Mr. s. V,.'. Bowler 9 

Inspector 9_ Mandurah, will take up the position of' 
Fauna Warden when he resumes duty early in April af'ter 
3 monthsi long service leave. 

The vacancy at Broome will be f'illed by 
the promotion of' Assistant Inspector R.J. Baird. Mr. 
Baird9 accompanied by his wif'e and ~hree young children 5 

f'lew to Broome on March 24, taking over f'rom Relieving 
Inspector Melsom on the following day. 

Mr. H.B. Shi.J.gg 9 FaunaOf'f'_ic.er., is at 
present in the Albany district, investigating,with 
Inspector B.A. Carmichael 9 reports of' damage to crops, 
pastures, etc., by kangaroos and emuso 

The Research Of'f'icer (Mr. B.K. Bowen) is 
at Shark Bay in r.v. "Lancelin". 

Assistant Inspector M.iJ. Simpson, of' Man
durah, and Mrs. Simpson, are receiving· congratulations 
on the birth of' their second child, _ianother girl. We 
join heartily in those congratulations. Mr. Simpson 
is at present assisting Inspector Crawford at Geraldton • 

.. / 
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The Superintendent (Mr. A~J. Fraser), as 
Chairman of the Fauna Protection Advisory Committee and 
the Rottnest Biological Station-Committee, accompanied 
by Fauna Protection Officer H.B. Shugg and Researcb 
Officer BoK, Bowen, secretaries oi' the respective com
mittees, together with members of the dommittees, 
visited Rottnest Island on March 23 and 24. They were 
given an outline of the quokka research work carried 
out to date by Dr. A.R. Main of the Zoology Department 
of the University of W.A. Dr. Main conducted the 
visitors to control quaarats which demonstrated the 
overgrazed conditio:r:i. of the .Island. A meeting of the 
Rottnest Biological Station-:..Comrni ttee was held . on 
March 24. Early next month the Superintendent wiil 
visit the Bun1:rnry · Districto . . . 

. . . 

The Fauna Warden (Mr. G.C.· Jeffery) 
resumed duty on March 26 after annual and long service 
l eave. 

Assistant Inspector T.B. Baines recom
menoed i n the Frema..~tle Distr.iqt on March -26 after 
annual leave. 

Technical Officer J. · Traynor returned 
from the Woo danilling - Kojonup Di stricts on March 22 
to .carry out f'urtheI' duck banding in the metropolitan 
area. 

Miss .V.T. Hogan of Head Office will 
resign from the public service on April 18. On April 
20 she will marry ·Mr. V.R. Priest, of Maylands, at St. 
Mary's Church of .England, · colin Street, West Perth •. 

Miss P.J. Pegrum of Head Office will 
commence annual leave on April 18. 

Senior Inspector J.E. Munro will commence 
.3 months i ::Long seI>vi.ce leave on May 1. 

·Technical Officer L.G. Smith will return 
to ·duty after long service leave on April /J., 

. . .. . . . ~ . . 

, .. . . :: · Inspect-or _N. E. McLaughlan of s1;-'ark Bay 
· is scheduled to commence ·anriual leave on April 29. . 

. . ' ' ' I 

' 
. I 

I 

/ 
/ 
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DUCK BANDING 

. " 
. _; Since publication of the previous issue 

of this. Bulletin 9 a further 214 ducks have been 
banded in th,e Woodanilling 9 ~Kojonup and ·metropolitan 
districts. Of these, 132 were ·black ducks 60 grey 
teal and 22 white-eyed duck. Mr. Traynor at the 
time of going to press was being assisted by Technical 
Officer _.J.S. Simpson, at Quee;n's Gardens, ·Perth, and · 
was having considerable' su""cc·es·s. The number of re-
cover~es ·is beginning to ·taper off, . as is usual at · 
.this _stage of the . Open season. -' The table hereunder 
set~ out additional· recoveries~ · 

I 

Band l Banding Recovery ! Distance 
No. Date Place 

, l 
3627 j 21/2/56 Queen's 

Gardens 

6392 ! 25/1/57 . Craigs 
Lake 9 l 

· JCewdale 

67;33 22/3/57 Bennecke 
I Swamp, l Kojonup 
I 

1952 ! 4/5/53 Queeri 's 
I . Gardens-I ; . 

3234 . 3/2/55 . Cape . Riche 

3402 7/2/55 Cape .Riche 

2744 1 19/5/54 __ .· .do. 
l . 

Date Place l Black Duck 
j 
; -

i Gin.gin 
17/3/57 j B.rook 

I 

·.17/3/57 
! Chi ttering 

· ., LakE_3 _ 

! Bennecke 
31/3/57 ' I SW8:mp ' 

Muddy Lake, 
· 28/3/57 .Bunbury 

Mar.' 57 ·I Pools in . 
Eyre River, 
Cape Riche 

do. do. 

. d_o • 
l do. · 

Grey Tealj __ 
' ! ' 
, _j 8 mls n orth 

·2/3/57 / 1 Ongerup 

' ! 
I 
l 

i 
Jr_lovvn 

I 
I 
! ' 

45 miles 

40 11 

105 fl 

180 ti 
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Bane. J · Banding Recovery 
N~; · · ate i Place , Date Place 

Distance 
Flown 

l --7--· Grey 1 Teal (contd.) 
! ~ l . i '. 

3867 -j 25/3/56 Wardering I j ~ooks Farm, 
I Lake j 23/3/57 Mo ora 195 miles 

3381 I 5/2/55 Cape Riche l 24/3/57 Taarblin 
. I · ~ke i l 
'I. j 

I 135 
l 

OUTSTATION BANKING AND ABSTRACTS 

Complaints have been received from the 
Jrndi t -Department that certain outstatioms have failed . 
to bank their moneys at regular intervals and to furnish 
abstracts of' collections to the Clerk of Courts or Trea
sury9 as the c~se may require. 

Inspectors are reminded that the Treasury 
Regulations stipulate that alJ. moneys received shall· · 
be banked, where possible daily 9 but never less fre
quently· than once weekly. _An abstract should also be 
furnished at least once each ·week. On no account mus,t 
departmental moneys be · held by . an officer, for any_ ·perio'd 
in excess. 

In the event of no revenue being collecte.d 
the inspector should forward a "nil" abst:r.act fort
nightly. 

In all cases where an ordinary receipt is 
written the inspector must insert the_ name _of' the person 
concerned on the abstract. 

Inspectors must adher~ strictly to these 
requirements. 

" 

M-_ ~F 't MS ts ~ Afr I ~ ~""'::t 

~ --------------

./ 
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.§.!AFF NOTES 

The Superintendent (Mro A.Jo Fraser) 
.visited the Bun.bury and Busselton districts f'rom F.ebruary 
20 to 22. · · · 

The Supervising Inspector (Mr. JoE. Bram
ley) will cormnence a f'or.tnight 's .annual leave on March 
11, during which he will attend a Navy refresher course 
in Sydneyo With the approval of' the Minister; Mr. Bram-
ley will bef'ore re.turning to Perth spend some .time in 
Sydn~y, Melbourn.e_ and Adelaide with a, view to making 
cop.tact with C.S.LRoO .• and other State f'ish.ery adminis-
trations. . . .. 

. . Resulting :from the retirement of' Mr. VV. 
Davidson, some temporary s·taf'f'. changes have taken place. 
Senior Inspector J.E. Munro is acting in charge of' the 
Fremantle district pending the return to Perth of' 
Relieving Inspector ·A~K. Melsom, who is. at present 
acting as Pearling Inspector 9 Broome. . It is anticipa
ted that Assistant.Inspector R.J. Baird wiil transf'er 

· to. Br·oome to relieve Mr. Melsom towards the end of' this 
month. Inspector B.A. Carmichael will act in charge of' 
the Albany district. For a time Inspector H.J. Murray 
will combine the duties of' Metropolitan Inspector and 
Fauna Warden .. 

Assistant Inspector TtB. Baines, of' Fre
mantle, and Mr. A.J. Buchanan,· of' :a;~ad Office, will 
c-.ommence annual leave.on March 5 a:n'.d ·11 respectively. 
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The Research Officer (Mr. B.K. Bowen) will 
fly to Shark Bay on March 28 to board the research vessel 
11 Lancelin 11 in connection with the prawn investigation 
programme. He will spend about a fortnight in the Bay. 

Technical Officer J. Traynor will leave 
Perth on March 5 to carry out duck banding in the Wagin 
and Woodanilling Districts. 

Technical Officer J.S. Simpson is carrying 
out preliminary work in Perth on the construction of a 
permanent duck trap to be installed at Craig's Lake, 
Kewdale. 

The Superintendent, (Mr. A.J. Fraser) 
Research Officer B.K. Bowen and Fauna Protection Officer 
H.B. Shugg 9 will attend a joint inspection by the Rot
tnest Biological St'ation and Fauna Protection Advisory 
Committees of the research work being carried out on 
quokka at Rottnest Island on Saturday and Sunday 9 March 
23 and 24. · 

PERSONAL PARS 

Dr. D.L. Serventy 9 Principal Research 
Officer of the Wildlife Survey Section, c.s.r.R.O., 
stationed in Perth,will leave on March 11 by air for 
Ceduna. After visiting offshore islands, he will fly 
to Tasmania and is not expected to return to Perth until 
April 15. 

Dr. R.G. Chittleborough, Research Officer 9 

Division of Fisheries and Oceanography 9 C.S.I.R.O., with 
his family will leave Perth rm the m, v. "Westralia" on 
March 8 on transfer to the Division's head~uarters at 
Cronulla. 

Mr. Athol Middleton, formerly hydrologist 
in the Division of Fisheries and Oceanography, C.S.LR.O., 
has tehdered his resignation from that service as from 
March 8. He has been appointed a lecturer in physical 
chemistry at Perth Technical College. 

. / 
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DUCK BANDING 

A further 311 ducks have been handed since 
· publication of the previous figures in last month's 
Bulletin. The majority of those recently banded were 
black duck; actually they comprised 290 out of the 
total. An item of interest was the banding of -10 
white-eyed ducks at Karrinyup Lake. Most of these 
w'ere immature. 

Since banding operations commenced ea~ly 
in December 9 703 ducks have been banded~ bringing the 
total since the inception of the scheme to 3,902. 

Recoveries : Details of furtl:.er bands recovered since 
last published are · as f0llows· -

Band I Banding j Recovery l Distance 
N ° ...... ____ D_a.,..t_e __ ___,,P,,_,l,...a_c_e---1-1 --,,D-a..,.t_e_·..,..i --,---,,,,.P.,,_..1-a-ce--·J Flown 

·] I 1 . :I 
I !Black Duck 

9363 i16/1/57 Yathroo l J MooreRiver9 
Station i 3/2/57 j1 13 mls N. of 

· 1516 128/2/53 
j 

2866 18/9/54 

I• 

2465121/2/54 
. I . 

! I . 
6415 129/2/56 

Karrinyup 

Glengarry 
Stat-ion 

Swamp at 
Moora 

Mogumber 
' ; 

10/2/57 ; 
i again m : . 
J ·11/2/57 ! Karrinyup 
I I 

! l 4 to 6 mls 
I 214/57 : from outlet 

! Greenough R. 
j 

l 
11/1/57 j Galena 

Craigs 
. Lake ] 17/2/57 

374 7 29/2/56 '1· Queen's II 
, Gardens : ·17/2/57 

2417 1'17/2/54 I Cook's Farrt 

Chittering 
:j:Jake 

do 

I Mo<u:ra ; 1/2/57 
, . I l I l . 

3 mls W. of · 
l Gingin 
i 
i 

about 
20 miles 

. lc.illed by 
fox 

2G miles 

205 II 

40 !I 

. 40 II 

50 II 

I 
/ 
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ti · I · Band. 11 Bandiri_·g I Recovery _, Distance 
. a . · , 1 N:9 •·. , r--D-a_t_e ____ i P'"'"l_a_c_e ___ ; _D_a_t e _____ P ..... i_a_c_e--1 F mm 

'.j 

1 
3013 1 22/11/54 

i 
~~:: I 5/12/56 

11/3/56 
l 

2760 i 19/5/54 . 

I 
3912 f 26/3/56 

. f 

3911 . 

3909 

2019 

3997 

3169 

1671 

26/3/56 .· 

26/3/56 

14/12/53 

28/3/56 

22/1/55 

?3/3/53 

Lake 
Mears 

I 
Grey Teal 

4/2/57 

Gund.aring 23/12/56 
I 

~bleyung j 22/12/56 

Cape 
Riche 

i Wardering 
/ Lake · 

do. 

do. 

Watson's 

i 
l 
j 1 s/2/57 

I . 
I 2u.-12151 
I 
I 

do. J 
l 
j 

i 16/2/57 

Lak~ 23/2/57 
Dumbleyung 

Wardering 
Lake 22/2/57 

Ye ale ring 
Lake 

Lake Beer
mullah 

9/3/57 

12 mls W. 
1 Bremer Bay 190 miles 
) 

Gund.aring 

Dam 12-mls 
j W. Kondiniri 6 5 11 

i- Kond.inin ·· 
I Lake 1150 " 
I Boilup Pool 
1 8 mls w. of' · 

Kojonup 1 20 ·11 

Boilup Pool 20 II 

Taarblin 

Bunagarra 
Lake, 

I 45 
I 

II 

Wannamal 190 " 

Lake 
Mears 

Tao.rblin 
Lake 

Beauf'ort 
. River . 1, . 

I 

90 II 

about 
25 II 

TROUT ACCLIW.tATISATION :CDUNCIL 
! 
I . 

A special meeting -of' thl:) Counoil will be held 
in Perth on March 17. · In addition to the Superintend.ent , 
who is Chairman of' the Council, the Department will be re
presented by the Clerk-in-Charge (Mro B.R. Saville ) ; the 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Superintendent (Mr. AoJ. Fraser) 
· visited Albany and Denmark on fishing matters during the 

month. On February 1 he will leave for Kulikup to in
·vestigate requests for a close season for English perch, 
in the upper Blackwood River and tribu ta1°ies; including 
the . Arthur and Balgarup Rive:Ds. · 

. The Supervising Inspector (Mr. J.Eo Bram-
ley) accompanied by acting Fauna Warden B.A. Carmichael~ 
attended Court cases in Geraldton on January 18. 

The appointment of Mr. R.Mo Morton as 
Pearling Inspector, Broome, is being annulled as from 
February 1. Relieving Inspector A.Ko Melsom is at 
present at Broome and will remain there until a per
manent replacement is made. Applications for the 
vacant :position will be called shortly. 

Messrs B.R. Saville, H.B. Shugg and G.C. 
Ferguson of Head Office and Relieving Inspector A.K. 
Melsom and Technical Of'f'icer J.S. Simpson all resumed 
duty in January after annual leave. 

We were relieved to hear that Mrs. Gallop, 
wife of Inspector J.L. Gallop, who underwent a serious 
operation during the month , is now out of hospital and 
convalescing satisfactorily. 

I 

./ 

I 
I' 
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the value of' the Company's original investigations, 
and the proceeds, approximately £600 a whale, will 
enable the Company to install some much-needed new 
plant. . 

DUCK BANDING 

Technical Of'f'icer J. Traynor reports that 
during _the period November 29, when banding operations 
recommended, to January 22, 301 : ducks wer_e banded.· Of' . 
these, 146 were black duck arid 100 grey teal. The 
remainder consisted of' 42 mountain duck, 9 maned geese, 
3 white-eyed duck and one pink-eared duck. They were 
banded at stations in the Wagin, Woodanilling, Metropoli
tan and Dandarag£lll districts. At the present time, 
Mr. Traynor is operating again in the Metropolitan dis
trict. 

Recoveries. 

Since the commencement of the open season 
on December 22, Quite a number of bands have be en handed 
in. As will be seen f'rom the table hereunder, a sur
prisingly large proportion has been recovered from ducks 
of' this season's bandings. 

Band BandinB 
I 

Recoverl \ Distance 
' .l l No. Date ; Place . Date Place i Flowri. 

f 

l I i Black Duckl 'i 
I ,. i 

129,2,56 
l i 

' 3740 Queen's l ' Dale River, i l l 1 
1 Gardens l 25.5.56 \ 23 miles W • . 

1 t ! Beverley }55 miles 

l2s.3.55· 
! ! l 
i 1 

3434 do. , May '55 ~ 9 miles from . 
I ! ' • Boddington 165 " 
f I ' l 

j 

3697 :27.2.56 do. approx. i On property1(f'ound 
l 30.1 o. 56 ! at Riley Rdi dead) .; 

!29.4.54 
i Riverton ; 6 " 

I 
; 

2698 ' approx,, ! North 
~ i do. ( 

i t l 
I i ' 28.11.56 ; Lake 11 O " . ~ l Hamilton f r 

' , Hill ~ 

\ 
i 
1 

- --~-- --

"'bf 
... r-i& i'1)7 VrA .i[> rJ 1

2.. 
I ne;sB 

B 

6 

6 

2 

3 

6 

3i 

6; 

2/ 

4· 

3-

4-

2E 
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mce 
nm · . 

iles 
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nd 
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ti 

ti 

.( 49 ) 

... ~. -~ -· - ... --- .-... 
' 

- • -- ... 1 . -- . - ... , ... . l ..,. ~- - - -·-F· .... V • ~- ;. . , . 

,, ' ' . r ' ' ' .··. ~:l;c: ;nuck tgpptd) ' ! ,,, 
. 62-'-79 19.1 z.·56 I Fiagstafl .' ~ ,' Coy~ecup I 

_Lake _ ;_ ~6. '. ~-• <.6 u .. L,~e -:~ ~, -I .. 35 _:~ i ,~es 

6218 8~ 12~~6 · 1- ·-G~ d~iing 'j ·6p-~nin g j ·:-Guhdari n g . j . 
· j _Lake. I Day · '~p~ ,. i_. ;tii~e ; • .. k -:- ;- , t 

1 

2923 25. 1 o. 56 r C'ocl:e:le- -·; ' ::. 1 W~lyeng.arr'.a ;,· 
l ' ' , I shell ... ,-:·. ;;_A• ,of'. 1t,8.1:_~ ,j' _ , ·i.."' • 

• I , ' fl ', G.u 1-ly . 30. 12. 56 .r cellll . . 50 11-

3964 -28. 3.-56_ 

1

, w~;;_eri_~~ . . _, S'N
1 
.. p-rnp s_._·•! , 

1

. . -

L k - 13 1 57 a· d 20 •-:.,·ii ,; \ 
•
1 

_ . ,.- .. _ ._ •• !} ._,e ' ·~-~ • , • ~- . U?i ar1ng 
. { . 

6254 19.12.56'! Flagstaff'" l '. ', ~:f:;½_c~e ~.r :{ . l -.,-i..,' 

i , ,_.,Lake . _ ::- r, 20. ,1. 57 . ...S.wamp, 12 M.l 

-
~1-; - ' . -· _u~._..,_ i <.. •- 'I W• - 1 -~-, ''Nth Kojonup I 10 ti 

- , - -- - - ·1 . l 
3424 9~ 2 . 55 Cape Rici;:~: ~ ~;.• 5fl . J rl'le ~r . ,.,<."~. · -j~ · · ,_.~ -., ~ 

.. i --> ~ · ... · t:'\. ) 10. ,1. 56 -'~itlgru:p ; i 80 .:,, : 
.1 , , _ , , ... r • l 

6 2[i.3 16. 1~ sa Flags taif'• J.:,.: ~-=->- . -: · I 
T---.- _Ii~~~·•:~ , .. ?! : 1. §_7 . r ._, ~2~dy_ ~~~ ·• -j; 14 : c-J · ': :~~\ : .. "~-.'Id~~~ Teal •,:: ,: · i 

I 

281 8 2,1 • 5. 54 Eyre Riyer , · -Frankland ·~ about 
' Cap e Ri~he I 19. 5. 56 .. I River ' ·,1 20''.. ' 11 

4162_ __ 6! _1_2._56 -~::-la~in.,"g~-~- ;-57 -_-f •-5·-mls -·N.~w. · ... -~ ·• 

' 
Lake Grace 55 " 

• ..... .,- ;, ! ,-; ._- ·.-J .,·· • - • • .., - • ·';' r ~ .... .. - ::-, 

3791 11 ~ 3/5b .: ·-'.~Dum'Sle~;;.et'·2·2~ ~-:t' 56 ~::..~1{611diJJin ... " 
I 

4159 1 5·; ·12. 56 _ Gundaring .. _. , 
- - · !_ ,) '__ T-ak 1 6 1 57 I -:;.LJ e , . . • . • : 

·~ --! - '-- ~ ~ 
· GcrUdaring .J . 

. ~-

II 

• .. i .! a€t22 7,4.54 . _· '.Karrinyu:p .-,: __ .; r · 
•• • ~ • . - • .! ·:.Iia:Ke ·.; · 1 . ~30. 12~:86 

l "- . r ~ J , I ••' , ·, ,, ' I , ' ' ' G~~~~~~g-:_ ·. ,, 1 ~O _ . _·" 

, ., •. ' I 

< I 

- -
Vz,L v, 1110 • "'> -, I" r, 

I 
f 
i 

/ 
/ 

I 
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I 
B d I an t 1S ance 
No. i Date Place Date Place • Flown 

Banding Recovery D. t 

! Grey Teal (contd) I 
I 

I : < 

38281 23.3.56 Wardering Parkeyer .... 
I Lake 1.1,.57 ring Lake 12 miles 

4152 5.12.56 i Gundaring 
. 

Lake 23.12.56 Gundaring - It 

4161 5.12.56 l Gundaring 
. 

Lake 22.12.56 Wagin 

3851 124.3.56 
:; 

Wardering . Lake 27 .1. 57 Taarblin 45 ti 

·j Gundaring i 4166 6.12.56 I Lake 19.1.57 Gundaring - II .. 
4068 13.4.56 

., 
Yathroo . 
Station - 22.12.56 Taarblin 

Lake 195 ti 

I 

320.D . 24.1. ~5~: I Yealering not 
3201 I " ' Lake known Yealerj_ng - II 

! I 
I . ·Mountain Duck ~ 

6268 17.12. 56 1 Flagstaff' ! I 
Lake 26.12.56 Coyre~up 

Lake 35 fl 

6275 8.12. 56 I do. 11.1. 57 Park,· 
10 II , 

·. 

, I 
' 

EXCESSIVE TELEPHONE EXPENDITURE 

The Under Treasurer has called attention to 
~he need to economise in the use of' telephone f'acilities. 
Trunk calls are only to be made or tel~grams dispatched 
when the nature of the business is so urgent that their 
use is Lmperative. Alternative mailing facilities are 
generally good and on all but a f'ew occasions, with a 
little forethought~ can serve adequately. · 
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STAFF NOTES 

.. . : , . -

The Clerk-in-Charge ( Mr. B. R •. Sav;Llle), . : : 
accompanied by the Research Of'f'icer (Mr. B.IL ·Bowen) . and:> 
Technical Of':ficer Jo S • . Simpson, attended ·a ::$ee:t>ihg ·of' 
the Trout Acclimatisation Council at Serpentine on Sun-
day j November 250 In the .· absence of' .the Superintendent . · 
(Mr. AdJ. Fraser) Mro Saville chaired the meeting9 which 
among other things discussed the establishment of' a 
holding pond in Perth 9 a new transport unit and the 
inc·rea~ing 9ost of' producing young trouto As no f'inali ty 

·was r~ached, it was decided to call a special meeting 
• Tater. 

The Su_pervising Inspector (Mr. J.E. Bram
ley) 9 accompanied by Inspector B.A~ Cari:nichaei, visited 
f'ishing centres south to Quindalup. They returned via 
the old coast road to investigate reports of' out-o:r..::sea:_ 
son cluck shooting in the Lake Clifton . area. 

Assistant Inspector R·. Jo Baird is stationed 
at L@celin f'o.r the duration of' th(;! crayf'ish season• • 

. . . · Inspector A.J. Bateman was absent qri 10 
days' sick leave :during the month recovering f'rorii the . 
bite of' a red.--baCk spider. . . 

Technical Of'f'icer J. Traynor has commenced 
duck-banding operations and expects to be in the Dumble
yu.rig-Wagin area unt;il Christmas. 

Inspe~t:or BoAo Carmichael is acting as . 
Pa~ Warden during·: ~he absence of' Inspector Go Co Jef'f'ery 
on long . ser.vice leaye •. . 

Assistant Inspector Do Wright was transf'erred 
to Geraldton on November 26 as Assistant to Inspector R .. M. ) \.\ .. 
Crawford. Mro Wright has been advised that he will be ) 
called up early in January f'or six months' National Ser-
vice Training in the Navy. 

Relieving Inspector A.Ko Melsom is assis
ting in the Fremantle district and also in the prepara
tion of' the research vessel "Lancelin1

' o 

Assistant Inspector M.Jo Simpson has been 
assisting Technical Of'f'icer JoS. Simpson on trout distri
bution duties. 
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August 9 1956 

STAFF NOTES 

The Sup erin ten dent (Mr. A. J • . Fr as.er) as 
Chairman 9 and Fau.na Protection Officer H.B. Shugg as 
Secretary9 of the Fauna Protection Advisory Committee 9 

will accompany members of the Committee on an inspec
tion of new sanc·tuaries in the wheatbelt area late 
this month. The party expects to leave Perth on 
August 29 and travel to Merredin 9 Nungarin 9 Bencubbin 9 

Welbungin 9 Koorda an.d Molleri.n anq. return to Perth 
through Carribin Rock on S"e:§tember 1. 

The, Supervising Inspector (Mr. J.E~ Bram
ley) returned from Shark Bay and Carnarvon on Friday 9 

July 27. 
. . . . 

Miss V. T. H-ogan of Head Office· resumed 
duty after annual leave on July 23. 

Officers proceeding on annual lea_ve this 
month include Technical Officer L. G., Snii th 9 who w:i,11 
commence two wee_ks I leave on August 1; inspector- A. v. 
Green 9 of Albany 9 from August 6 to 26; and Inspector 
A.J. Bateman 9 skipper of m.v. 11 Silver Gull" 9 from 
August 20 to September 9. Senior Inspector J.E. Munro 
plans to commence his leave on Se:p:temb.er 3 9 followed by 
Assistant Inspector· G~ B\ Lyon on September 1 O and In
spector"•D&vidson,· on ,Se:f,:tember 23. 

Relieving Inspector A.,K. Melsom will in 
turn be in charge of the Albany 9 Metropolitan and Fre
mantle districts during the above perio_ds. 
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repdrted elsewhere in this is~ue, the inspe6tion will 
be made later this month. 

DUCK BANDING. PROGRAMME 

ResuJts obtained from the duck banding 
programme were reV-iewed at a meeting of the ·sub-commit-

. tee on '·bird-banding of the Fauna Protection Advisory 
Committee held· on Jul;y- 31 •. Those ·present were Mr. 
A.J. Fraser (Chairman), Dr. D.L. Serventy (member) and 
H.B. Shugg, Secretary. Mr. B.K. Bowen . (Research 
Officer) and Technical Officer J. Traynor also attended. 
Dr. Serventy said that the only obvious conclusion that 
could' be · drawn from the recoveries at that stage, was 
that the- . duck population of the South-West appeared to 
be ·an homogeneous one ·; al though there was some sugges
tion of movement patterns and of more favoured migra-

. •tional routes. 

It -~as decided that ih future operations 
in the metropolitan area, the sex and age of the ducks 
be recorded at the time of banding to allow a more 
intensive study, and that as many birds as possible 
would be banded before the corn.mencement of the open 
season. A recommendation that the possibilities be 
investiga;ted of . establishing traps of a permanent, . or 
semi-permanent, nature within the metropolitan area 
was adopted. ·· The. sub..:.·comrni tte.e further decided that . 
Dr. Serventy and Mr. Bowen should confer with Mr. N. 
Stenhouse, a statistician of the C .. S. LR.O., on methods 
6f assessing the information from recover~es- to date. 
It also agreed that the results achieved and deduct:i.:ons 
drawn from the programme should be published as a 
technical paper. 

GOOD KING PRAVili SEASON 

From the commencement of operation~ on 
March 27, until the flooding of the Peel Estuary on 
June 9, king prawn catches wer.:e .very good.,!l· reports 
Inspector Bowler from Mandurah~ . ' .... . .. _ .. . . . .. . .. - ... .. 

Mr. Bowler added that the ·grand ,.tot'al of 
18,566 lb. caught by· local prof'e~sional' fj:sherJnen was · 
easily the best of·any year in the last ten years, 
according to the records in his office. 

N°8 . I 
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Mr. B~~-•. Bow~n, of' Head Off'ice'.;.· _has · ·been . 
appoir1:ted Research · Qf'flicer j ·classif'ication P-II~2/7, 
as f'r6m May .- 9, f9§56.~ ·· Mr. -Bo,wen · i~ _ n9.vy . responsible . 
f'or the, res'e·arch branch of' the Department··, ·and all · 
research '· and '.inv.est.igationai · w0.rk_ vviiJ ~h~ \IT,lder .hi.s ·control 
an.d all tee2hrliccil ~off'icers subject tq -·his. 1uir~ctiort. _ 

..... 
" : 

Techp;ical Of':ticer J.i. G;. Smith is · ·at 'pr.e~e:nt 
engaged on a mu:)..,l~et .:\ag_ging progr~e at SJiii'rk Bay~, · 
It ,is exp~c.ted' \q.at Mr. Smit:q. 1w·i -l .~ r~t1J;rn .. to· Pe:ritp. 
af'ter' the f'irst week of' this. month-.. · · · ' ·, , 

, I:q.spector A. J. Bat~~n contr·Lb·;.ded vi;r,ui··' 
inf'luenze and' was - of':f duty f'o•r the· last f'ew days 'of' , 
J .une • .. ~ We_ Vf~re ple~sed to ·hea:r :'-that . his ill;q~ss· ;yzas not ·of' 
a s~~ious :nature., h~wever, ancl . tp~~ he js e~pe:ct.~:a: to _ 
re~ruJ11E( 'cl:u:ty on~' July 2-. . · ·., . · , · . : . . -:· ·, .. . . . . 

• • , .,. .. • . •• . · - '. •• • I • . 

_ TecJmiqal -Pf'1Iice,r,1 J ... ,Tf.ayt1or commenced: three 
vteelcs~' annual 'leave· on .June 2-5. . Inspecj;_or Ho .:f • . Mu-rray 
:plans _ to take hts "a.riinial ;te1;1v;~ l:1i t~r. _this ,: mon tp but 
will f'irst vi$i t Albany · oh .specJal dv.ties'~ .... ·Inspector 
A.V. Green .will be .on. three weeks' leave f'rom August 6 
to 26.? inc1U:si v ·e~ • q,uring whic,h time Relieving ~ns·pecto.r 
A.K. Melsom :.w;ill b .e in char:g~ .. : 0;f' the: .A;L1:lany district. 

.... ' ... ~ .. , .. 

. Assistant '±n~pec:tor R~ J~: -- ~a:i ,rd . arr.i ve¢! in 
Gerald ton on . June 7, 'to ·_- assist Inspec:tor R. M,; ,·· C~~V'if'ord 
durin.g Inspector B.A. Garmi,ch!:3.el' s -ab-senc~ • . ·. Mr,. . ., 
Carmichael was -appointed whaling· inspecto".r - f'or · the ·· · 
current seas0n -and has been stationed a:t. Ca::rharvon 
since June 8. ' 

We welcome to the staf':tr Miss M.R. Carter ; 
who was,on June 1~y appointed tem~orar-ily to the vacancy 
caused by Mr. Bowen's transf'er to /the Research Division; 
Mr. I. Bartholomew is acting in Mf. Bowen's previous . 
position of' Statistical Of'f'icere i 

:/ 
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of the marking area. As the open season for humpbacks 
in the Antarctic extends over the first five days of 
February only, it is assumed that the marked whale was 
recovered in February, 1956.- · · ·· · 

DUCK BANDING RECOVERIES 

As the open season for wild ducks terminated 
at the end 9f May, the number of bands returned during 
June was not great. Unfortunately many people delay 
sending in bands and recovery information. · This 
results not only in an enforc$d recasting of our records, 
but also in incomplete information being submitted as, in 
the interval between the bana!s recovery and the reporting 
of it, specific and vital details are forgotten. All 
officers are requested whenever possible, ~o foster 
public co-operation and the prompt submiss:ion of all 
details when any bands or fish-tags are recovered. 

Following are details of the bands r e turned 
during June: : ;_ 

Band Date I Place Where 
No. Banded· j Banded 

Date of Place Where 
Recovery Recovered 

3766 2.3.56 Queen's 
Gardens 

Black Duck I . 
April · or1 .Queen 9 s 
May, '56 Gardens 

3786 11.3.56 Dumbleyung . 25. 3. 56 Dumbleyung 
2515 12.3. 54 Wardering Jan~ or '·carrolup 

Lake _ Feb. 1 55 Riv<pr 

3631 21.2.56 , Queen's May, t56 Burges 
· Gardens Siding 

Distance 
Travelled 

(found 
dead) 

-

55 miles 

· · · ·1 · · · Grey Teal t: 
3778 9.3.56 Dumbl·eY.ung I 1.4.56 j_Dumbley_ung f-
38lr0 24. 3. 56 Wardering [ 10.4. 56 \ swamp Il.eat. f . 

Lake I l Wardering , , ! -
f,; · , , Lake i 

~ l .l .. 

; j 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Superintendent (Mr. ADJ. Fraser) 
visited Geraldton f'rom May 23 to 26., In the company _of' 
the Minister for Fisheries (Mr. Kelly), he attended a 
meeting of' the Northampton Road Board, called to dis.:. 
cuss the Murchison River flora and fauna reserve. He 
was also present at a civic reception tendered to the 
Minister by the Geraldton Municipal Council, and visited 
crayfish processing works. 

, ,The Supervising Inspector (Mr. J.E. Bram-,. 
ley}.will leave for Geraldton and Shark Bay on June 1. 
He will be accompanied by Inspector C.R.C. Haynes-and 
Assistant Inspector S. LaRoche. Mr. LaRoche will 
replace Assistaht In~pector T.B. Baines on the p.v. 
"Kooruldhoo"~ and Mr. Baines will return to duties in 
the Fremantle district. 

Inspector A.J. Bateman flew to Onslow on 
May 12 and joined the c~ew of the research vessel ffLap,
celin11 vice Inspector C.R.C. Haynes, who had been 
granted compassionate leave. Mr. Bateman will return to 
Fremantle and resume control of. the p. v. "Silver Gull" 
when•Mr. Haynes resumes duty on the HLancelin". 

The Senior Inspector (Mr. J.E. Munro) will 
visit. the south coast during June to undertake patrols 
of ~ilson's and Irwin Inlets. 

Inspector R.M. Crawford; who was married 
to Miss Jean McBean on May 26, was at an informal func
tion on May 25 the recipient of acrystal fruit set with 
the best wishes of the Superintendent and staff. 
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Inspector B.A. Carmichael has been appoin
ted whaling inspector for• the 1956 season at Carnarvon.. · 
It is understood that · the Nor '-West Whaling· Go. wil::).. ·_ ·· 
commence operations at its new station about Jurie - 1'1 • . 
Mr. Carmichael will go there as scion as ncitific~tiori : is 
received · that whaling has cormnenced. Our congratula- · 
tions are extended to Mr~ Carmichael, whose engagement 
to · Miss Rona Atley, of Geraldton, was announced last 
month. 

Cadet Inspector R. McKay has been trans
ferred to Pemberton to assist at the trout hatcheries 
for approximately three months from May 24. 

Fauna Protection Officer H.B. Shugg and 
Technical Officer J. Traynor carried -out a survey of 
sections of the 600,000-acre flora and fauna reserve 
north and east of Bremer Bay. A brief report of the 
survey is published elsewhere in this issue. 

Inspector N.E. McLaughlan resumed duty 
after annual leave on May 15. 

Technical Officer L.G. Smith will leave 
for Albany on June 1 to continue the estuarine research 
programme. The ,following week he will be at Mandurah . 
and Bunbury, arid towards the end of the month wtll · 
visit Shark Bay _to carry out -a mullet tagging programme. 

PERSONAL PARS 

Dr. M. Blackburn, Principal Res earch 
Offi~er of the Division of Fisheries and Oceanography, 
CoS.I.RoOo, Cronulla 9 N.SoW. 9 who in the interregnum 
between the retirement of Dr. Thompson and the appoint
ment of Dr. Humphrey acted as Chief of that Division, 
has now resigned to take up the appointment of Professor 
of Marine Biology at the University of Hawaii, Honolulu. 

Mr. C.G. Setter, Assistant Director of 
the Commonwealth Fisheries Office, Department of Primary 
Industry, Canberra, will visit Western ·Australia early 
in June for discussions with the whaling companies opera
ting in the State. 



\ 
. -- ·- --- ------· - -· ··-------- ------ - \ 

( 79 ) 

( 1) Ten different species of prawns have been 
observed in the commercial catches. The bulk of the 
take comprised Penaeus indicus, P. merguiensis (banana 
prawn, also taken- by"Lancelin" in E:x:rnouth Glilf), . P. 
penicfllatus, Metapenaeus monoceros and Parapeniopsis 
uncta. 

· (2) - In the creeks the fishermen use beae:1 9eµies __ 
' and stak-e nets and in shallow coastal waters cast nets 
operated from a boat. 

(3) Processing for export consists of removing 
the head and freezing the tails with shell on. 

(4) T.he prawns are packed according to the number 
of headed prawns per lb. They start as small as 95-100 
count per lb., and go up to 10-14 count per lb. The 
bulk of the export comprises three categories, viz. 30-35, _, 
35-40 and 40-45 per lb. • 

(5) At the moment the alimentary canal ·is removed 
by hand. This is possible only if -the prawns are be
headed soon after capture, in which case the canal is 
pulled out with the head. 

(6) If the prawns are not cold, i.e., they have 
not been well iced before processing, freezing occupie s 
up to 6 hours. If they have peen chilled o.n ice free
zing takes less time. 

A further item of interest reported by Dr. 
Qureshi is the fact that a Karachi firm has commenced 
the canning of prawns. The product, he says~ is very 
good, and exports have already been made to the United 
Kingdom. The prawns are packed in a salt solution in 
a 5-oz. (net weight) can . 

DUCK BANDING 

Due to the onset of winter rains with its 
conseg_uent scattering of the wild duck. popula.tion, and 
also to Mr. Traynor's being engaged on the Bremer Bay 
reserve survey, only 91 ' ducks were banded last month. 
These were all black duck banded at Queen's Gardens 
and Craig's Lake in the metropolitan area~ 

. I 
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It is expected.· .that very lJttle fur ther 
banding will be poss:ible during ·the v:iin t e r months and 
Mr . Tray:tJ,o r is. engaged _in_ Gomplcting n evi lightweight ·-- ·· : 
traps .. f'oF ·use--"iri the spr i ng . · 

Recoveries • A further 9 bends were returned since the 
l as t issue of this Bulletin 9 8 of th.em b e i ng blac}: duck 
and one a grey t eal. 

The details are as follows -

Ban d Date ! Place Where I Date of i :?2.ace Whe re lDistance 
No . / Banded / Banded I Recovery \ Recovered :Trave~led 

---,-----,---------•--- I i 

1 530 ,
;_; __ 4.3· .5·3 ! Qu . . een's B'l ack Duck ! ; -· ---1 Rocl-::y Lake,1 l l Gardens Sep. 1 54 i County Peak 80 m:Lles 

3283 I 3.2.55 , Cape Riche 28.4,56 I 
I . 

3 3 ! 61 I 7 0 ~9 .2.5 1Queen s 
I l Gardens 
i ! 

3306 l 4. 2 . 55 I Cape Riche 

I I 
3416 j 9 . 2 . 55 l Cape Riche 

! I 
l 
i 
! 

3414 I 
j 

3278 i 

l 

! 
j 

8 . 2 .55 1cape 

3.2.ss l cape 

Ri che 

Riche 

1 - i 
3809 j23~3-56 !Wardering 

1 Lak e 
j · _I 

I I 
i I 

l 5 0 s. 56 

16. 5. 56 
l ! 

jGre;v Te.§_=!,_ ! 
l · l 

j 
28 . 4 , 56 I 

. ~ 

Cape Ri che ( --

r..larrlnuo 

Lo~ -1022 9 

?n n swamp , 
n.e D.l"' Har:::· :i. - 1 

lr, - n i (-. 1 
.~ l,.._ t-"' .- V 

I 

J:.Toany ; 77 

Cape Riche 

Co.:;;e Riche , --

F i tchet3 
Swm1p 9 14 
miles N. of ! 

Kojonup i 10 
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