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CHIEF WILDLIFE OFFICER

GILL NETS AS SEABIRD DETERMENTS

Gill nets suspended from the rigging of beoats at anchor in
Freshwater Bay have been responsible for the deaths of
seabirds notably Siljver Gulls and Cormorants.

Further losses can be significantly reduced by using more

suitable netting material. At present the most commonly
used net is a mono filament on fine 4-6 ply large mesh
fishing net. These can easily enmesh birds alighting on

the decks or rigging or inadvertently flying into the net
at night.

guitable nets will have a mesh size of 15mm or less
measured across the bar and be constructed of heavy
material such as 10 ply.

Blternatively a Nylex product called Anti-bird Met retailed
by Jaylon (see attachment) or A, Richards Pty Ltd 1369
Albany Highway, Cannington should be used. The net is made
from rigidjresistant polyethylene and is considerably
cheaper than similar sized fishing net material and much
longer lasting.

{15mm x 9 ply net = 66c/sqm).
For your information.
e
é///arﬁ ek

Grant Pearson
Technical Officer
Water Bird Research

November 13, 1984.
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JAYLON INDUSTRIES PTY. LTD.

28 LEDGAR ROAD, (OFF BALCATTA ROAD) BALCATTA, W.A, 6021. TELEPHONE (09) 344 3244
P.0. BOX 63, NORTH BEACH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, B020.

26th Qctober, 1984,

Mr. G. Peafson,
P.0. Box 51,
Wanneroo. W A 6065.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your enquiry regarding Anti Bird Nett.

We have Nylex Anti Bird Mesh as a stock item and it is available
in rolls 4m wide x 500m long, the price is .26¢ per square metre,
that is $520.00 per roll plus 20% Sales Tax making the total
price to you $624.00 or Sarlon material in rolls 50m long x 4m
wide at $62.46 per roll plus 20% Sales Tax = $74.95 per roll.

If there is any further information you require, do not hesitate
to contact us. '

Yours faithfully,
JAYLON INDUSTRIES PTY. LTD.

Peter B, Blyth,
SALES MANAGER.

PBB:JF
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DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

Western Australian Wildlife Research Centre

Cormer of Craigie Drive and Ocean Reef Apad Woodvale. Weslern Australia

Postal Address P.O. Box 51.
Wannergo, W.A. BU6S

Phone (09) 405 1555

Telex: AAY3BIZ

Your Rel

Our Aef

Mrs A. Harris
Newspaper House

St George's Terrace
PERTH

W.A. 6000

Dear Alex,

Please find attached the article on Duck Trapping in the South West
as ‘discussed with Jim Lane.

It is -most important to avold providing readers with an account of
how to trap ducks as described in the section dealing with wire
cage trap construction. It would therefore be appreciated if

you could avoid that topic. Also could you ensure that those
‘people mentioned by name in your article are agreeable. If

you prefer I will contact Fhem for you.

Many thanks and very best wishes for the new year.

W%»%W?‘ |

GRANT PEARSON
Technical Officer
Waterbird Research

December 22, 1983,
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DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

Western Australian Wildlife Research Centre

Corner of Craigie Drive and Ocean Reef Road, Woodvale, Western Austrakia St
Postal Address: P.D. Box 51, Wanneroo, W.A, 6065 {Phane 405 1555 Area Code 09)




DRAFT

Wild Ducks to Market : A Story of Survival in the 1930's

puring the early 1930s two events led to the development of
a small industry involving the trapping, local sale and
export interstate of wild duck from Western Australia.

The first event was the lack of traditional seasonal work
in the south west and the need for farmers to subsidise

their incomes during the severe depression years.

The second was the abundance of wild duck,more significantly

Black Duck.,on local lakes.

Two groups of farmers living near Boyerine Siding Jjust
south of Wagin in the Upper Great Southern District were
forced to consider trapping wild duck to generate a cash

flow in very hard times.

In 1932 it was possible to obtain a permit to take wildfowl
for sale during the open season - . from 23rd pDecember to
31st May each year. An auctioneer at the Perth Markets, Mr
A.J. Lanzéford, established markets in the eastern states
and begah exporting in March 1933 to Melbourne and Sydney.
The lakes around the Boyerine-Wagin area form part of the
Coblinine~Beaufort River system which starts at Coyrecup
Lake near Katanning and discharges into the Blackwood River
before emptying into the Southern Ocean at Augusta. This
system rarely flows down its entire length. However, in
most years, lakes along the river course are filled by
runoff from winter rains thus creating large expanses of
waterbird habitat. From 1931-35 the Wagin-Boyerine area
and surrounding districts received heavy winter rainfall,
Lakes such as Norring and Flagstaff were full and
surrounded by healthy vegetation. Swamp Yate, Paperbarks
and Ti tree fringed the shores of the lakes providing nest

sites and ‘shelter for many species of waterfowl.



Black Duck and Grey Teal were attracted to the area in
large numbers and bred prolifically during the good

seasons.

Two farmers John Ramm and Keith Wilmott decided to trap
wild duck for local and metropolitan markets and selected
Flagstaff Lake as the most likely trapping site. Reith
recalls that the water was nearly 2 metres deep and

although not fresh it was suitable for sheep to drink.

Norring Lake upstream from Flagstaff Lake also supported
large numbers of Black Duck and Grey Teal. Its gently
sloping shiés near the entry of the Boyerine Creek made it
a particularly good trapping site. Laurie and Gilbert
Watson began trapping here in 1932 and continued until
about 1934.

Both parties used similar trapping methods. Traps were
constructed of wire rabbit netting stretched over brush
poles and pegged into the mud with sticks. Usually placed
in water 0.5 m deep the traps had a cone-shaped entry
facing out into the lake. They were baited with wheat
which at the time was barely saleable and in plentiful

supply.

The traps were emptied of their catch morning and night
usually by one perscn. Laurie Watson's nephew, Vernon, who
still farms at Boyerine, recalls that he would drive the
horse and sulky to the trap site before and after school.
He would crawl into the trap to catch the ducks which were
then placed into chaff bags. Species such as Shelduck,
Coot and the occasional Cormorant which were trapped along
with the Black Duck and Grey Teal were usually unmarketable
and were released immediately. Occasionally orders were

taken for Mountain Duck (Tadorna tadornoides) but there was

a market preference for Blackies and to a lesser degree
Teal.



Having bagged his ducks (20 to a chaff bag) the trapper
rebaited the trap and returned to the farm. The ducks were
released into a netting pen after having the feathers of
one wing clipped. On occasions the birds were fattened for
a few weeks before being railed to Perth from Boverine

Siding.

A.J. Langford shipped to Sydney 13 647 frozen wild duck
between March 1933 and June 1934. These were 11 414 Black
Duck, 2 167 "Teal" and 72 Mountain Duck (Lane, in prep.).
Records reveal that birds were purchased from licensed
trappers operating around Wagin. The price Langfords paid

for the birds, was 18 pence (15 cents) per pair.

The population of Black Duck in particular and possibly
other species was considered to be exceptionally high and
many may have come from other areas of the State. Vern
Watson recalls that many of the Black Duck were in poor
condition suggesting that the birds frequenting the Wagin
Lakes were present in large numbers because dry conditions

reduced the amount of habitat available elsewhere.

The industry flourished for two seasons and provided the
trappers with a much needed income. However, the work was
difficult and time consuming and no doubt markets were
unéertain, fluctuating according to demand. In 1934
employment opportunities for shearers improved, and this
associated with new legislation in New South Wales and
Victoria banning the sale of wild duck in these States, led
to the eventual abandonment of this unusual industry. Some
years later the trapping and sale of wild ducks was banned

in Western Australia and it remains so to this day.

%ﬁf’?\

G. PEARSON

December 19, 1983.

WRC:36/TRAP ~



During the early 1930stwo events led the development of an industry
involving the trapping and export of wild duck inWESTERN Australia

The first event was the lack of traditional seasonal work in the
Soth-west and theneed for farmers to subsidise their incomes during
the severe depression years.

Two groups of farmers living near BOyerine siding just south of Wagin
in the Upper Great Southern District were forced to consideer trapping
wild duck to generate a cash flow in very hard ti mes.

The second event was the abundance of wild duck significantly;:
Black Duck on local lakes.

In 1932 it was possible to obtain a permit to trap wild duck for
sale during the open season which was set as June 1 to december 23
An auctioneer at the P ERTH MAR kets, Mr A J Langfomd set up an export
trade to the Eastern States and exported between Marchl933 to June
1934 , 13,647 wild duck to M&lBourne and Sydney.

The industry flourished for two years and provimded the trappers with a mu

much needed income.it ceased when in 1934 shearing-wefEk became available
which was much less demanding and more profitable.
The lakes around theBoyerin e Wagin-syskem— area form part of the Cblini
Coblinine-Beaufort river system . It very rarely flows along its entire
length from Kattanning and down to the Beaufort and Blackwood river
to the Indian ocean .However periodically the lakes occuring along thke
river system £ill either from winter rains or from cyclones creating
large expanses of waterbird habitat . From 1934-1935Wagin received
above average rains R(av. 431 av.31-35 507mm)}. Lakes such as
Norring and Flagstaff were full of relatively fresh water and r
surrounded by healthy vegetation .Swamp yate ( Euc. occildentalis )
paper-barks (Mel raphiophylla), and Ti-tree (Melaleuca Sp.) frihged
the shores of the lakes providingnest sites and shelter for many i
species of waterfowl |
Black Duck and Grey Tealwwere attracted to the area in large

numbsre and prolifically during good years .
When John Ramm and Keith Wilmott decided to trap wildduck for the
metropolitan markets they took their traps to Flagstaff lake . Keith
Wilmott recal&s that the water was sboutGB ft deep and although not fresh
was suitable for sheep

Norring lake , upsteam from flagstaff lake alse supported large
numbers of Black Duck and Grey Teal .Its gently sloping banks near the en
entry of the Boyerine creek me made it an eminently suitable site for
trapping. Laurie and his brother 22?2?2222 Watson began trapping in
1932 and continued until 1934.

Both parties
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Woodgnilling 9th Jan. 1983

Mr. Grant Pearson
VW, A, Wlldllfe Research _Centre,
Woodvale W. A. :

Dear Grant,. _
In delayed reply to- your correspondence ;regerding the revue

on the, trapﬁlng of dugks.

I make comments on the p01nts that - you have numbered but please bes
bear. 1n,m1nd that they will be malnly from memory” source.

1. Around 1930 my ‘uncle L.R.Watson evolved a

cone trap: anpd. found;if:suitabile;for catching, wild in quamtity.

and that such am operation:, couldqbe licemsed, . ~. . To, achieve |
some - much mneeded cash flow during the  depression some sale of
ducks was probably made 1in 31 but I think that catching im

significemt numbers would have started in . 1B2.

2. .

I: b&lieve that TLaurie Watsony the biggest
operator, ceased trapping - after abaut three yedrs due to the
low profltablllty of the time consuming enterprise and

T recall Qateér expres51ng ‘the same point of wview to a license
issuimg - officer of the Fisheries department: who then remarked
that being so they’'may not - license further trapping.

We, the Watsons did not apply for another license and I doubt
that amy others were issued after 35 or 326 and so that any

large scale trappimg would have ceased about that time.

5.
Three or four traps per operator would have
been: an average figure.

L.

The birds were transported to and on rail in
crates containing feed and water as was normal for domestic
poultry at that time.

5.
The South shore of Norring was selected as a
trappining site more hecause it was close to the lake outlet

point than heing mnear the Boyering. creek. This was
thought to place the area on the flight path of ducks bound
to or from other lake along the waterway and system. It is

gtill a popular duck shooting site.
Other notes and comment will be included.

Your;ﬁ;alth




Vern,

The following points became apparent after going over our
discussion. I would be grateful if you could comment
wherever possible.

1.

Do you remember when your father or uncle began
trapping the birds for market. Obviously the idea
would have taken time to crystallize but perhaps you
have a recollection as to the time trapping began in
earnest. A file search has produced the figures
highlighted on the attached photocopy.

Do you have any idea when and why trapping ceased
other than due to the driﬁg%ng out of Lake Norring and
surrounding lakes in 40-41"

How many traps would be used at one time.

How were the birds transported to the rail and in what
type of containers, i.e. jute bags, cages, etc.

Why did you select the Sw corner of Norring as a
trapping site? Was there a connection with the
Boyerine River which made the site more suitable?



A summary of a discussion with Mr Vern Watson of Boyerine
on the wild duck trapping which took place in the 1930s.

Species trapped? Almost sclely Black Duck - they were
the popular eating duck of the time and were, significantly,
very plentiful. Grey Teal were taken with other species if
Black Duck became difficult to trap.

How many birds were taken? Difficult to remember but a
vague figure of 5 000 in one year comes to mind.

Sometimes we would get about 50 in a day of trapping and
other times very few.

How were they trapped? A netting trap 12' x 6' x 4'
supported by sticks and staked to the ground was used. It
had a rather wide funnel entrance which often allowed ducks
to escape if the trap was not checked regularly. The trap
was free baited for several days with wheat and grain and
then closed. Only one person was required to enpty the
traps in the morning and evening. The ducks were placed
into sacks and transported back to the farm on a horse and
cart. At the farm they were fattened with wheat for
several weeks before consignment. They were held in a
large pen of wire mesh and one wing was clipped.

How many people were involved? From the time I left
school, which was about 1930 my father had a loose
partnership with his brother Laurie., John Paul Ramm had an
operation with Keith Wilmott on the other side of Boyerine
Creek where it ran into Norring Lake.

Where did the trapping take place? Most of the bhirds were
trapped from Norring Lake. However some trapping took
place at Little Norring, Dumbleyung and local pools
according to the movements of the birds.

At Norring we set traps on the east side of Boyerine Creek
near its mouth and along the south west side of the lake.
The creek water was much deeper and persisted longer than
the lake water.

It is also important to note that there was an abundance of
water in the lakes following unusually good rains of
several previous seasons. This led to the profusion of
Black Duck in the district which enabled us to trap at the
several locations mentioned.

For how many vears did the operation continue? The
beginning of the business is uncertain perhaps abOut the

late twentles Query t 1t contlngg
v Jree 20/

The peak of catching was in 1933-34 (Query) the height of
the depression. The trapping ceased&@ﬁﬂh@he decline of
the Black Duck numbers assoc1atedya-fﬁﬁé%zz/ralnfall years

of 40-4L. See nolr










How were the birds marketed? They were consigned by rail
to A.J. Langford at the metropolitan markets. The price
obtained was around ninepence each or one shilling and
sixpence per pair for Black Duck.

They were then sold to eastern states, possibly to India
and to the hotel trade in Perth.
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