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I have t() report that today·. I visited Mr. Masters · : .. · '

of Glen--Avon and the Shire Clerk of Northam Shire (Mr. Justin 
Bowen) re above• 

Mr. Masters requested that the a rea be declared
.. a reserve prohibiting the discharging ·of firearms and nc,t 
.. only closfiid' to the taking of wild: duck during the: declai'ed
seasons as previously reported. Al though Mr. Masters 
is conservation minded and wants' the area to be a sanctuary­

. he. ls also concerned about the possibility of injury
resulting from indiscriminate shooting. 

The .ii rea· · in question contains a small picnic area, 
/' a church of som�·historic value and an old home which is 

used oocasionai11 .. �s a St. Johns Ambulance camp.

The area .reques·ted to be closed to shooting extends
from that point on the .Avon River at the Junction of the 
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Sth. Eastern boundary- of Y location with the Avon Rive1·1 to a · ·,., , ... _: · .:
point downstream and 20 chains Nth.West of the Nt_1.West ·· ,· ,,_ ••i>· · :· · · 

bouddary of "Y" location. (See litho Nox-tham 40-sheet 1).� 
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Should <?:\:-t 
this apply· in this cas� the only locations involved are  
X,Y anf T. 

.. 
Location · .. y.,-.. . has been resumed by- the Railway Dept�, 

who have retai.ned a section as a Railway .. R�servo (where ·the 
new standard gauge '·railway runszsee. litho for approx.
position>. The remainder has been sub-divided, but the titfes 
ha•e not �et been issued. More information on this matter
could possibly be obtainod from Mr. Peter Beeson of the
La.nds Resumption Office - PublicsWorks _pepartment.

The other adjoining properties (Xand T) are owned

by Mr. l'.t'Iasters (X) and Mr. Viveash (Vle�voast ). I �athered
from my conversation with Mr,Uasters that Mr. Viveash 1s 
agreeable to having the area declared a reserve but he could
possi�ly desire to shoot ver�in from.time to �ime •. The 
Northam Shire and: th:e Northam r1un club alao agree v1ith the
proposal., .. • :at c II Ho: tfi&Q 9 as I U, 

The Northam Shire Clerk stated that at the last 
. Council meeting a doeislon had beem made to erect signs 
-near the bridge, stating that shooting from that point was
prohibited.· '-At my request he

. 
has agreed to delay further 

action on this matt•r until a decision has heen made by the
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A.,,HoR,·r-r. 
w·.A.W.A. Should .the Wildlife A&seeiatfQJ'l agree to the 
closure. then the Northam Shire will erect the neceaaary 

\ 

with �he appropriate wording. 

I therefore request that
� 

th�/.
§�tre. Cl�rk he

as soon as possible of the .A��a=;:,.,-e,r s decision• 
· tho application is approved· a suggestion a.s to the
on the •igns would also be appreciated.

D .. R, Mun:g:o. 
Technical Otuce;r, 
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SUMMARY 

MASTERS, J. R.� and A. L. MILHINCH, 1974. Birds of the Shire of Northam, about 100 km east of Perth, 
WA. Emu 74: 228-244. 
A systematic account of birds observed in the Shire of Northam between 1930 and 1973 is given. Three 
broad districts can be recognized in the Shire: forests in the west, the Avon valley in the centre and 
wheatbelt in the east. Annual rainfall decreases eastwards across the Shire from 816 to 408 mm and 
varies cyclically. Clearing for agricultural purposes has destroyed and is still destroying much wooded 
habitat or forest. A marked frontier for some species runs through the Shire. Change of status of some 
species has clearly been caused by agricultural development and many species respond to change in rainfall. 

INTRODUCTION 

The area of study (Fig. 1) is the Shire of Northam, 
about 1,440 km2 and roughly 66 km east to w�st 
and 38 km north to south at its widest. The town of 
Northam is near the centre, 98 km east of Perth. 
The area is fairly typical of a larger district covering 
the Shires of Toodyay to· the north and of York to 
the south. 

Very little has been published on birds of the area 
before 1930 though notes by John Gilbert for 1839-
42 (Whittell 1941) are of interest in relation to the 
present status of the bi#ds. Jenkins (1931) pub­
lished on the birds of Northam, and Sedgwick 
(1955-56) on those of the Woorooloo district. Ser­
venty and Whittell (1967} drew attention to the 
region in a general way, ··when discussing factors 
influencing distribution of birds in south-western 
Australia. We have lived in the area since 1930 and 
observed the birds regularly and hope that this paper 
presents a . fairly complete record, at least for the 
Avon valley. 

European settlement started in the Avon Valley 
in 1832 and displaced a moderate Aboriginal popu­
lation by 1860. However the agriculture then was 
largely open grazing and not much clearing occurred 
before 1890. Since then the open eucalyptus and 
acacia forest of most of the Shire has been pro­
gressively cleared, :first along the Avon Valley, then 
eastwards into the dryer wheatbelt, and since 1945 
westwards into the J arrah Eucalyptus marginata
forest of heavier rainfall areas. At present cereal 
growing, and sheep and beef-cattle farming, are 
dominant and have become more and more inten­
sive during the past :fifteen years. Less than five ,per 
cent of the area is in a virgin state; the rest is more 
or less cleared and grazed, but many woods and 
scattered trees remain, especially along roads. 

228 

TOPOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE 

The Avon valley is on the western edge of the Great 
Western Plateau, a little inland from the Darling 
Range escarpment and roughly parallel to it. The 
·river flows north-west, bisecting the Shire, and at
Northam itself receives the Mortlock Rivers from
the east. Landforms and soils are discussed by
Mulcahy et al. (1972) particularly for areas just
south of the Shire. In the Shire, average elevation is
about 275 m asl with a maximum of about 430 m.
Laterite occurs commonly above 240 m. The river
channel at Northam is at 137 m, so that the valley is
much dissected, particularly on the west and in
valleys from the west. Granitic hills, some capped
by laterite, are much intruded by doleritic dykes and
in the north-west form the most rugged country. To
east and west, it is much more gently undulating and
along the branches of the Mortlock River there are
large very flat areas with salt marshes in
Habitats are very diverse in  the centre because of
the complex outcrop of rocks, which gives rise to
different types of soil and flora. In east and west
there are much larger stretches of similar country
with less variety of habitats.

The clfmate is southern mediterranean with a
growing season in winter and spring. Rains occur
regularly from May to October and provide most
precipitation. They fluctuate remarkably and regu­
larly over the years, between dry periods and floods.
The annual maximum at Northam is 710 mm in 1955
and minimum 237 mm in 1969. Thunderstorms occur
in most summers, and infrequently heavy rains
from late February to early April, often the tail-end
of tropical cyclones moving south.

Temperatures are continental in character, with
high summer maxima, and mild winters with some
frosts at night (Fig. 2). The maximum is 46 °C
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dates are given only for out-of-season breeding. 
Clutch-sizes as given should be regarded only as 
representing the number of eggs seen in a nest on 
one visit. 

The Avon and Mortlock Rivers are referred to 
simply as Avon and Mortlock, throughout, for eco­
nomy; and similarly, important observers are men­
tioned by initials only (CFJ = C. F. H. Jenkins; 
EHS = E. H. Sedgwick; and authors). Names of 
other local observers are given in full. 

The order and nomenclature of non-passerine 
species is that of the Third RAOU Official Check­
list, and of passerine species that of An Index of 
Australian Bird Names, CSIRO Division of Wildlife 
Research, 1969. 

SYSTEMATIC LIST 
DR0MAIUS NOV AEH0LLANDIAE Emu (AB 2,3) 

Scarce, formerly breeding, west of Avon. Restricted 
to or near forest country. All nests found placed on 
small flats in rough country during July and August, 
Cl 5-7. Newly hatched chicks in mid-September; family 
group feeding in wheat late December. 
P0DICEPS CRISTATUS Great Crested Grebe (B 5) 

One, Northam Town weir second half September 
1954. At Oak Park, Goomalling Shire, north-east of 
Northam, pair with two small chicks 18 October 1965. 
P0DICEPS P0LI0CEPHALUS Hoary-headed Grebe . 

(BC 5,6) 
Common on· open water during summer and autumn; 

not on small freshwater dams or ponds; absent or rare 
west of Avon in winter, but may be in small flocks 
during November. No breeding in Northam Shire; nests 
on lakes east of Shire October to December; C/3 and 4. 
TACHYBAPTUS N0VAEH0LLANDIAE Little Grebe 

(ABC 5;6,7) 
Common resident on permanent or semi-permanant 

water, even small dams. Flocks (SO+) during summer 
and autumn, often with Hoary-headed Grebe. Breeding: 
October to January; C/3 to 5, usually 4. 
MACR0NECTES GIGANTEUS Southern Giant Petrel 

One exhausted on Northam racecourse (CFJ 1931). 
PELECANUS C0NSPICILLATUS Pelican (BC 5,6,7) 

Uncommon, occasional, particularly to Avon, Novem­
ber to May. One to three birds will r�main a few days, 
longest three weeks. Seven flying south-east on 20 
February 1955 when Avon in unusual flood. Scarce 
along Mortlock. 
ANHINGA MELAN0GASTER Darter (B 5,7) 

Uncommon but regular, Avon late November to May, 
solitary or two birds; circles high like Whistling Kite, 
particularly about sunset. 
PHALACROC0RAX MELAN0LEUC0S Little Pied Cormorant 

(ABC 5,6,7) 
Common on Avon and on any semi-permanent water. 

Flocks break up in late summer and numbers low in 
winter. This species and sulcirostris roost together, tend 
to forage separately; also sulcirostris in flocks throughout 
year. During past twenty years Little Pied has decreased. 
Breeding: colonies (S-50 pairs) from late July to Janu­
ary; C/3 and 4 usually during October and November. 

PHALACROC0RAX CARBO Black Cormorant (B 5) 
Two i"ecords, May 1951 and April 1967, each single 
on Avon. CFJ (1931) lists as rare. 
PHALACROCORAX SULCIROSTRIS Little Black Cormorant . 

(BC 5,6) 
Fairly common.\ Present throughout year, but most 

evident summer; few winter except in dry years; usually 
only Avon and Mortlock. Breeding: Avon October 
1948 sixteen nests; October 1962 two nests; C/3 and 4. 
ARDEA PACIFICA White-necked Heron (ABC 5,6,7) 

Uncommon but frequently on any water, prefers 
fresher water; most often winter and spring, usually 
solitary. No breeding in Northam Shire; three nests, 
one being built, one C/2 and one three young, Oak Park 
lakes, 24 October 1965. 
ARDEA NOV AEH0LLANDIAE White-faced Heron . 

(ABC 1,3,4,5,6,7) 
Common resident, particularly Avon and Mortlock, 

but anywhere except heavy forest. Numbers roost along 
Avon throughout year, but most during October to 
December. Breeding: sometimes far from water, July to 
November, usually September and October; C/ 4 usual. 
Pairs nest in same locality for years, sometimes in same 
nest as previously. 
EGRETTA ALBA Large Egret (BC 5,6,7) 

Uncommon, but frequent; few in winter on Avon but 
often from August on, singly or at most four birds. 
First noted 1936, considered rare until 1955; increase 
apparently stopped 1965. Reported on Avon between 
1910 and 1920. No known breeding. 
NYCTIC0RAX CALEDONI�US Nankeen Night-heron (B 5) 

Uncommon but along Avon all year, singly or at most 
five birds recently; many more during 1930 to 1950 in 
breeding plumage during October to December. No 
proved breeding. 
DUPETOR FLA VIC0LLIS . Black Bittern (B 5) 

Not recorded since 1952. Formerly fairly common on 
Avon till about 1945, all year, singly. Chief diet: fresh­
water crayfish and mu·ssels. Breeding: nests in paper­
barks over water in secluded places, October to Decem­
ber; always C/3. 
.B0TAURUS POICIL0PTILUS Brown Bittern (B .5) 

Vagrant on Avon during early 1930s (CFJ) and up to 
1946 (JRM). One in Northam town 1953; one during 
November 1955, also February to early April 1956, 
possibly same bird, at Glen Avon. No suitable reed beds 
in Shire. 
THRESKI0RNIS SPINIC0LLIS Straw-necked Ibis 

(ABC 4,5,7) 
Fairly common B late October to early December, but 

fewer than 1935 to 1946 when hundreds then fed on 
grassland; parties (-50) still appear B and C. Singly or 
a few, not often throughout Shire during rest, of the 
year. Nearest known breeding (Gingin) c. 95 km distant. 
PLATALEA REGIA Royal Spoonbill (B 5,7) 

First recorded, two Glen Avon February and March 
1943; singly between December and May on Avon since 
then most years. Two from March 1967 to May 1970 
along 10 km of the river but no breeding proved. No 
record 1971, 1972 but three flying up river 2 January 
1973. Generally scarce. 
PLATALEA FLAVIPES Yellow-billed Spoonbill (BC 5,7) 

Scarce; first recorded January 1942. One, remaining 
three weeks. Singly between October and April, occasion-
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ally since, along Avon and near Mortlock; two Glen 
Avon from October to December 1969, a dry year, and 
April 1973. Seen along river in Northam .in recent years 
(I. Marshall). 
CYGNUS ATRATUS ·-Black Swan (BC 5,6,7) 

Uncommon; a few visit Avon at all times of year, 
rarely stay more than one or two days, ::µ-riving and 
departing at night. Nearest major nesting area Oak Park 
lakes when flooded, last from 1963 to 1966. Breeding: 
occasionally at Northam Weir, . rarely elsewhere; Sep­
tember to December; Cl 4 to 6. 
CYGNUS OLOR Mute Swan Introduced (C 5)

About twenty feral on Northam weir with some hand 
feeding; has not established itself elsewhere. Birds fly 
up and down Avon for up to 10 km at night or on 
cloudy days. Breeding: nests freely late· September to 
December; C/5 to 8; once on swamp 15 km north-west 
of town, October 1939. 
TADORNA TADORNOIDES Chestnut-breasted Shelduck 

(ABC 4,5,6, 7)
Common B and C; increased greatly past ten years. 

During 1930s scarce visitor Avon and Mortlock and still 
so in A but could change r�pidly; rare in Northam 
town sanctuary. Breeding: usually in large holes in trees; 
C/5 to 7; brood of 8 seen; ducklings August to early 
November. Pairs along Avon establish territories early 
June. Strongly defend territory against own species, 
other ducks and coots on Glen Avon dam. 
ANAS SUPERCILI0SA Black Duck 

(ABC l,2,3(nest only),4,5,6,7) 
Common; some always present A, B and C; large 

increase Avon sanctuaries summer and autumn. Breed­
ing: decreased in last 15 years; nests in hollow trees and 
flood debris, in grassland, crops and in forest often far 
from water; C/6 to 12, July to early December, usually 
September and October. Decr�e of this and Grey Teal, 
and increase of Chestnut-breasted Shelduck and Wood 
Duck probably caused by clearing · and increase of 
salinities. 
ANAS GIBBERIFR0NS Grey Teal (ABC 1,4,5,6,7,) 

Common B and C, fewer A; in dry years increases on 
Avon in summer and autumn. Breeding: less than Black 
Duck, except recently along Avon; nesting as for Black 
Duck but not in heavy forest far from water; C/8 to 11, 
May to January, usually August to October; ducklings 
on Avon 3 May 1971. In September 1955 a pair of 
Black Duck and of Teal hatched broods from open nests 
in spreading forks of Flood Gum within three metres 
of each other. 
ANAS CASTANEA Chestnut Teal (B 5) 

Only recently recorded on Avon; five 24-27 November 
1969; and three 17-26 January 1972. Local shooters say 
it appears more often south-east of Beverley (Upper 
Avon). 
ANAS RHYNCH0TIS Blue-winged Shoveller (B 5) 

One July 1939 on freshwater swamp near Avon with 
Black Duck for over one week; five, three male, 28-30 
January 1972 Glen Avon dam. 
MALAC0RHYNCHUS MEMBRANACEUS Pink-eared Duck 

(B 5) 

Scarce, usually singly, near Avon. most years since 
floods in 1963; not recorded before. Bred extensively in 
the Oak Park lakes during 1964; C/8 found there on 
17 October and many young. 

AYTHYA AUSTRALIS, White-eyed Duck (B 5) 
Uncommon Avon and some farm dams; first noted 

1948, now seen at intervals throughout year; seldom 
more than four or five. Breeding: broods of 5 and 9
during October 1964; brood of 6, 18 October 1968. 
CHEN0NETIA JUBATA Wood Duck (ABC 3,4,5,7) 

Common B, increasing rapidly A and C. First ap­
peared along Avon about 1950; has benefited greatly 
from increase of small farm dams. Breeding: in trees, 
sometimes in thick forest far from water; broods of 8 
to 11, September to early November; bred freely Avon 
during 1969 drought, as did Chestnut-breasted Shelduck, 
when all other ducks almost ceased nesting. 
0XYURA AUSTRALIS Blue-billed Duck (B 5) 

Seven once November 1947 on deep well-sheltered 
pool on Avon. 
BIZIURA L0BATA Musk Duck (B 5) 

Usually singly on Avon, where may appear at any 
time of year. Pairs seen on Glen Avon dam, the birds 
apparently arriving and departing at night . and remain­
ing for up to a month. Breeding: once, single pair during 
September 1948 and again in October 1949, in old 
nests of Coot; C/3 and 4.

ELANUS N0TATUS Black-shouldered Kite (ABC 1,2,3,4) 
Fairly common B and C, extending into A as clear­

ing proceeds; prefers areas of long grass and stubble. 
First recorded during April 1935, two birds. Pairs re­
main in nesting locality for some years, foraging in 
surrounding farmlands regularly. Breeding: first record 
19 December 1948 in old Raven's nest; between July 
and December; C/1 to 3. 
MILVUS MIGRANS Black Kite (BC 4) 

Rare visitor; first noted Glen Avon about 20 March 
1943 after passage of a cyclone, three in a large group 
of Whistling Kites feeding on rabbits fed to pigs; re­
mained about a week. Again Glen Avon March 1952, 
one specimen taken (WA Mus. A6975), also with 
Whistling Kites; Seabrook from late 1951 to early 1953. 
No recent sightings. 
L0PHOICTINIA ISURA Square-tailed Kite (BC 1) 

Scarce, between Glen Avon and Irishtown. Breeding: 
October 1936 C/3 in large Wandoo tree; 18 October 
1971 bird on nest in Flood Gum. 
HALIASTUR SPHENURUS Whistling Kite 

(ABC 1,2,3,4,5,6,7) 
Fairly common, greatly reduced since 1950s after 

myxomatosis drastically reduced rabbits; remain through 
year, concentrating on carrion if available. .Breeding: 
commonest near large areas of water; same nest m<).y be 
used and added to each year; C/3 and 4, late September 
to January. 
ACCIPITER FASCIATUS Australian Goshawk 

(ABC 1,2,3,5,7 ) 
Fairly common where some forest remains; numbers 

reduced during the past thirty years, presumably be­
cause of clearing; circle over open grassland in early 
morning and near sunset. Breeding: October and 
November; C/3 and 4. 
AccIPITER CIRRHOCEPHALUS Collared Sparrowhawk 

(ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 
Uncommon to scarce ever since 1930; has become 

scarce in B since about 1950. Breeding: formerly along 
Avon during November and December in large sheoaks; 
C/3 and 4. 
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AQUILA AUDAX Wedge-tailed Eagle (ABC) 
Wide-ranging bird in small numbers most years. 

Numbers· usually increase slightly each year in late 
summer and to end May. From 1932 to 1938 and from 
1954 to 1957 very large increases occurred during this 
time; in the winters however few pairs stayed to breed. 
Normally small increases and 1.ocoasional large irrup­
tions in autumn, mostly of yourig golden-mantled birds. 
Breeding: mostly in rough forest country west of Avon. 
Three territories fairly well. known in north-western 
part of Shire; occupied nearly every year. Display-flights 
occur at end May and in June; old nests repaired in 
August; young birds (downy stage) seen during October, 
fledge early December; two young apparently reared 
consistently. 
HIERAAETUS MORPHNOIDES Little Eagle (ABC 1,2,3,4) 

Fairly common A and B, and appears sporadically C; 
dark phase rare. Breeding: in Wandoo and Powderbark­
Wandoo forest during October and November, one and 
two fledgelings seen in nests. 
CIRCUS ASSIMILIS Spotted Harrier (BC 1,4) 

Uncommon C, scarce B; appears from late summer 
till May along Avon valley; usually singly; appears to 
establish hunting area, which is traversed regularly each 
day for as long as two months. Breeding: nest seen (C. 
Richter) south of Grass Valley, October 1970. 
CIRCUS APPROX1¥ANS Swamp Harrier (AB 4,5,7) 

Scarce. Recorded as rare by EHS; few records along 
Avon; none since 1955; no suitable swamp habitat. 
Breeding: nest with C/2 mid-October 1934 in oat crop 
near Avon. 
FALCO SUB NIGER Black Falcon 

One for three weeks during April 1935 at Glen Avon; 
repeatedly took Western Ringnecks like a Peregrine 
Falcon whenever the parrots flew over open fields. 
FALCO PEREGRINUS Peregrine Falcon 

Single bird Glen Avon 15 March to end April 1956, 1 

during April 1957 and in August 1968; one eastern area 
30 March 1969. 
FALCO L0NGIPENNIS . Little Falcon 

Uncommon, most often during autumn; very severe 
predator of Laughing Doves and seen to take Western 
Ringnecks and Pipits; rarely seen · in pairs; single bird 
will remain for up to a month in a particular locality. 
Breeding: only east of Shire • in the Meckering area 
(I. Roberts). 
FALCO CENCHROIDES Nankeen Kestrel (ABC 1,3,4) 

Common B and C, at present very s�ldom A; has de­
creased somewhat in B since about 1•950, possibly be­
�ause heavier pastures are more favourable for Black­
shouldered Kite, whereas heavily . grazed areas attract 
Kestrels. Breeding: almost always in hollow trees during 
late October to December; C/3 and 4. 
FALCO BERIGORA Brown Falcon (ABC 1,2,3,4) 

Fairly common, commonest C. · Sometimes hover to 
catch small game, like clumsy Kestrel; very light­
coloured phase rare. Breeding: numbers increase during 
dry periods in B; almost always in old Ravens' nests; 
C/3 and 4, from late September to November; may use 
the same nest in successive years. 
LEIPOA OCELLATA Malleefowl (B 2,3) 

One reported by Mr W. Chitty and members of 
Pearce family north of Clackline from February to 
April 1971 and in February 1972, when JRM inspected 
scratchings and footmarks in an acacia ithicket; one re-

ported by Mrs R. Paynter five km further south in April 
1972 in area where nesting reported probably about 
1945. Detailed descriptions of bird and footmarks leave 
no doubt of identity. 
COTURNIX PECTORALIS Stubble Quail (ABC 4) 

Common· in varying numbers; some always present B 
and C; uncommon A at present; appear in farm gardens 
and areas of lucerne in summer and autumn. Breeding: 
August to January; C/ 5 to 8; most often in cereal crops 
during October and November particularly after winter 
has been wet, with more undergrowth in crops and 
some moist areas. 
C0TURNIX YPSILOPH0RUS Swamp Quail 

Only from CFJ's list (1931). 
TuRNIX VARIA Painted Button-quail (AB 2,3) 

Uncommon, apparently only on areas of laterite and 
nearby slopes particularly where Butter-cup Bush Hiber­

tia sp is common; seldom outside virgin bush, and this 
habitat is becoming very scarce; most often found near 
the edges of gravelly lateritic breakaways during day 
throughout year. One Seabrook in C 10 October 1973. 
Breeding: four week-old chicks 4 October 1964. 
TuRNix VELOX Little Button-quail (BC 1,4) 

Irregular; usually scarce C, uncommon B; all records 
from October to March. From October 1939 to early 
1944 became common in summer near rivers in B. 
During December 1939 thousands invaded area and 
nested in ripe crops, far outnumbering Stubble Quail, 
which also abundant that year. Each summer after that 
many fewer birds; from late 1944 onwards very few 
and irregular. Breeding:; nests found 1939; C/3 and 4. 
Also C/4 Sea-brook October 1973. 
RALLUS PHILIPPENSIS Landrail 

Perhaps overlooked. Two records at Glen Avon, both 
for breeding: October 1936, C/5; October and early 
November 1954, when pair reared four young in oat 
crop near homestead. 
PORZANA PUSILLA Marsh Crake (B 4, 7) 

Only recorded late September to January in years 
with rainfall above average and some flooding. Fairly 
common, breeding October and November 1934, 1945-
16 and 1955 near Avon. From 1964 to 1968 present 
at Glen Avon dam but breeding not proved; since then 
not recorded there though dam apparently unaltered; 
numerous at lakes of wheatbelt during high rainfall. 
GALLINULA VENTRALIS Black-tailed Native-hen 

(ABC 5,6,7) 
Rare A, at times fairly common on Avon and Mort­

lock. During years of flooding in wheatbelt areas well 
to the east of the Shire, numbers are greatest about 
Avon in B (cf. Marsh Crake), but birds often remain 
during following winter; common on Avon 1926-27, 
19331-35, 1955-56, and 1963-65 near large pools, where 
some also appear during dry years as 1940-41 and 
1971-73; single birds near small dams anywhere at any 
time in wet or dry years. Breeding: once Avon Oc.tober 
1964; has bred freely on Mortlock east of Shire early 
summer 1955 (I. Roberts) and .at Oak Park lakes during 
October and November 1955 and 1964; C/6 and 7. 
GALLINULA TENEBROSA Dusky Moorhen (ABC 5,7) 

Fairly common on Avon, few on lower Mortlock, 
seen on large dams and along streams in A; will colonize 
and breed on semi-permanent swamps with good cover; 
perches high in thick stands of paperbarks on hot 
summer days. Breeding: October to January; normally 
C/5. 
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PORPHYRIO PORPHYRIO Swamphen (AB 5,7) 
Formerly uncommon on Avon and nearby swamps; 

has disappeared since 1954; a few along streams and in 
reedbeds in A. Breeding: on Avon, October and early 
November; usually C/ 4. 
FuLICA ATRA Coot (ABC S,6,7) 

Common on Avon, fairly common any large· area of 
permanent or semi-permanent water elsewhere, unless 
very salty. Breeding: September to January; C/5 to 8; 
quick to take advantage of nesting opportunities after 
filling of lakes and swamps. 
ARDEOTIS AUSTRALIS Bustard 

One Avon river flats May 1933; one near Seabrook 
for five days during May 1955; one Irishtown for five 
or six weeks May and June 1958. 
BURHINUS MAGNIROSTRIS Bush Stone-curlew 

(ABC 1,3,4) 
Scarce A, uncommon B, fairly common C; has de­

creased since 1930s; formerly fairly common near 
Avon, has decreased alarmingly since about 1960. Breed­
ing: October to January; C/2; often in or near small 
groves of York Gums and Jam. 
V ANELLUS TRICOLOR Banded Plover (ABC 4,6) 

Scarce A, fairly common B, common C; flocks in 
summer, become nomadic, and most appear to leave B; 
when returning. with first rains may be heard calling at 
night during autumn. Fewer than during 1930s, perhaps 
because pastures have been : improved, and so grass is 
longer on breeding areas formerly preferred. Breeding: 

1 

unseasonable heavy rains will induce nesting; pairs select 
territories within a fortnight; earliest eggs 26 March 
1955 Seabrook, 3 April 1971 Glen Avon. 
CHARADRIUS RUFICAPILLUS Red-capped Dotterel 

One Seabrook 1953; often on salt lakes east of Shire. 
CHARADRIUS MELAN0PS Bl.ack-fronted Dotterel• (ABC 4,5,6,7) 

Common B and C, uncommon A. At all times of year 
by streams, dams or swamps so long as there is water 
present; up to twenty feed on paddocks near Glen Avon 
dam during late. afternoon; heard calling in flight at 
night many kilometres from daytime haunts. Breeding: 
September to early February, usually on shingle or 
baked-mud flats, sometimes · on bare fields up to 500 m 
from water; C/3, rarely 4. 
PELTOHYAS AUSTRALIS Australian Dotterel 

Glen Avon 26 October 1967. Farmers report the 
bird as possibly nesting near Jennacubine and Southern 
Brook since about 1965. Breeding proved at Waael, 
Meckering Shire, to east in 1964 (I. Roberts). 
TRINGA NEBULARIA Greenshank 

Recorded by CFJ (1931); not noted again until two 
at Glen Avon dam 5 December 1970 to late March 
1971; one or two there each year since, between same 
dates. 
TRINGA G'LAREOLA Wood Sandpiper 

Occasional on Avon, last record 17 January 1971. 
TRINGA HYPOLEUOOs Common Sandpiper (B 5)  

Regular migrant in small numbers to Avon, nearby 
farm dams and drying swamps; from 4 October to end 
of March; one overwintered at small dam from 2 May 
to 4 August 1971; status not changed since 1930. 
CALIDRIS RUFICOLLIS Red-necked ·stint 

About twenty in paddocks on margins of floodwaters 
of Avon 19 February 1955, very unusual conditions. 

HIMANTOPUS HIMANTOPUS Pied Stilt (BC S,6,7) 
Fairly common in summer and autumn on Avon and 

Mortlock in B since 1960 after river was cleared of 
timber;. widespread, suitable areas in C during spring. 
During . winter birds may frequent temporary fresh­
water pools for a few days; increase of salinity in Avon 
has caused great increase of birds since 1930. Breeding: 
reported Southern Brook; and common east and north­
east of Shire late September to November; C/4. 
R.ECURVIROSTRA NOVAEH0LLANDIAB Red-necked Avocet 

(B 5,7) 
Scarce, not seen before March 1968; birds at Glen 

Avon dam for about a week; five on Avon near Northam 
October 1968 stayed over summer and returned in Oct­
ober 1970; not yet recorded in C; few appear each 
autumn on Glen Avon dam when water level low. 
Breeding: five pairs nested Avon near Northam Nov­
ember 1970; again in 1971 (J. W. Morgan); on Mortlock 
in Meckering Shire (I. Roberts). 
LARUS NOV AEH0LLANDIAE Silver Gull 

Scarce visitor; so+ on morning after passage of 
cyclone 15 March 1943; five for few days at Glen Avon 
dam about 20 October 1965; one 15 July 1966 and one 
5 August 1972; three Northam town weir first week of 
August 1972; 30 with about a dozen juveniles Oak 
Park lakes 18 October 1964; said to have nested there 
previous winter (R. Richards). 
CHLID0NIAS HYBRIDA Whiskered Tern 
· Three records Glen Avon dam; one 10 October 1963;
two birds for about a month from 20 October 1968,
showed evidence of nesting on old Little Grebe's nest,
carrying water weed and display.ing at nest, but left soon
after; one 26 September 1971; common at Oak Park
lakes October and November 1964 and 1965.
GELOCHELID0N NILOTICA Gull-billed Tern 

One bird from 15 to 18 October 1965 Glen Avon 
dam; fifteen at Oak Park lakes 18 October 1964. Flood­
ing of lakes in eastern wheatbelt during wet periods bas 
become more severe because land has been cleared, and 
this may be reason for recent appearance of this species, 
Silver Gulls and Whiskered Terns. Five large white 
terns passed along Avon August 1972 (J. N. Masters) ,  
possibly nilotica.

HYDROPROGNE CASPIA Caspian Tern 
STERNA NEREIS Fairy Tern 
STERNA BEROII Crested Tern 

From sunrise to 11:00 of 15 March 1943 at Glen 
Avon, after passage of most severe cyclone ever to hit 
area in 50 years, hundreds of terns, with 50 :;I- Silver 
Gulls, appeared flying due west. Wind, exceeding 120 kph 
during early hours of morning, had started from 
north-east and backed we.sterly by sunrise, moder�ting to 
about 30 kph. H. caspia, S. nereis and S. bergii were 
iderttified; a fourth species was probably Bridled Tern 
S. anaethetus but might have been Sooty Tern S. fuscata.
No dead birds were found.
COLUMBA LIVIA Domestic Pigeon Introduced (BC) 

Fairly common about Northam town area and at 
wheat silos; colonize farm buildings but not yet in open 
farmlands. 
STREPTOPELIA SENEGALENSIS Laughing Dove' Introduced (ABC 5,7) 

Common about towns and many farm buildings; a 
few along Avon and some streams; population apparently 
stabilized during past twenty years in B and C. Breeding: 
October to December in these localities, and September 
to March in gardens; C/2. 
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GEOPELIA CUNE.\TA Diamond Dove 
Recorded, all singly; April 1934, 20 April to first 

week June 1970, from 4 to 31 December 1972, all Glen 
Avon; Muresk Agricultural College near Avon autumn 
of 1968 (P. Garstone); one Seabrook January 1957; one 
Wooroloo 25 March 1951 (EHS); about farm buildings 
or open timbered areas. 
PHAPS CHALCOPTERA ' Common Bronzewing 

(ABC 1,2,3,4) 
Fairly common; generally decreased since about 1945. 

Breeding: during late 1930s commonly along Avon in 
paperbarks; now in dry forest only August to October; 
usually C/2. 
OCYPHAPS LOPHOTES Crested Pigeon (BC 1,3,4} 

Common C, decreasing to uncommon across B; first 
appeared in north-east about 1955; at Grass Valley 
1958; appeared west of Avon autumn of 1964. Breeding: 
September to December, C/2 usual; bas nested in farm 
gardens; proved at Seabrook September 1961 (Milhinch 
1962) and Glen Avon October 1966 (JRM). 
CALYPTORHYNCHUS MAGNIFICUS Red-tailed Black 

Cockatoo (AB 2,3) 
Scarce, only west of Avon. Up to 1950 each autumn 

in Wandoo forest at Glen Avon and west of Clackline 
in flocks of up to fifty; suddenly disappeared; next and 
last sighting were five north of Clackline 20 September 
1971; when usual, never fed in open farmland in con­
trast to habits further north, but remained in forest. 
CALYPTORHYNCHUS BAUDINII White-tailed Black 

Cockatoo (ABC 1,2,3,4) 
Common A and west of Avon in B to about limit of 

Marti trees during autumn and spring, less common 
summer and winter; scarce or casual in rest of Shire; 
apparently moves slowly north and south through A. 
Breeding, but nests not found. 
EoLOPHUs ROSEICAPILLUS Galah (ABC 1,3,4} 

Common C, decreasing across B to scarce in A; first 
noted (five) west of Avon in 1952; apparently colonized 
the north-eastern areas about 1946 and started nesting 
by 1950. Breeding: proved west of Avon in Wandoos 
during October 1962; since to Clackline in 1972 (M. 
Armstrong); C/4 and 5.

CACATUA sp Corella (BC 1,3,4) 
Unidentified corellas have appeared in C; apparently 

first noted near Irishtown in 1969 and a pair nested 
seven km north of town in October 1971 (R. 
MacKenzie), and September and October 1972. Small 
flocks (up to 15) (Mrs F. Robinson) often in C; sightings 
along Avon in B during 1971 and 1972. C. tenuirostris
was in . Avon Valley on first settlement but had disap­
peared by about 1900. 
CACATUA LEADBEATERI . Pink Cockatoo 

One in York Gum forest Glen Avon 15 April to end 
of May 1958; first thought to have escaped but was 
distinctly wary; in May 1959 a pair came to the same 
patch of trees, remained over winter and had selected 
nesting tree by 20 August, were then harassed by some 
boys and disappeared by 24 August; this pair would not 
tolerate close approach. 
GLOSSOPSITIA PORPHYROCEPHALA 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet (ABC 1,2,3) 
Scarce B and C, fairly common some years A; only in 

small flocks of up to twenty; during 1930s appeared in 
very large numbers at flowering eucalypts, flocks num­
bering hundreds sweeping over the countryside like 
Budgerigars. Breeding: last known October 1943 in 

knotholes in Powder-barks, Wandoos and York Gums 
commonly October and . November; Cl 4; in some years
from �930 to 1943 did not breed; generally highly 
nomadic. 
POLYIELIS ANTHOPEPLUS Regent Parrot (ABC 1,3,4) 

Scarce since about 1955 in small groups· three 
records of five or six at Seabrook during 1967 and 
twice in 1969; five birds 20 September 1971 a t  Glen 
Avon. Breeding: fairly common throughout Shire up to 
about 1950, sometimes in Salmon Gums and Powder 
bark-Wandoos during October and November. 
NYMPHICUS HOLLANDICUS Cockatiel 

Five on occasions from November 1936 to March 
1937, in area of partly dead York Gums at Glen Avon· 
up to 25 from December 1937 to February 1938 i� 
same place; again same time in 193'8-39; last record of 
two birds January 1972 near Grass Valley (V{. Smith}· 
considerable numbers in eastern wheatbelt 1935-39 
(JRM). 
MELOPSITfACUS UNDULATUS Budgerigar (ABC} 

Occasional: Seabrook, small flocks 1951-52; one 28 
March 1972 (ALM) ,  a few at Irishtown summer 1971-
72 (R. MacKenzie), fifteen north of Jennacubbine 24 
October 1971 (JRM); at Glen Avon, about fifty with 
Cockatiels from late November 1936, increased to nearly 
a hun�red during summer 1937-?8, reduced to thirty or 
so mid-summer of 1938-39; disappeared each winter 
from about February, appeared again early December 
(JRM);_ EHS recorded birds at Wooroloo 1951 only; 
suggesting that appearance in numbers is associated with 
widespread dry periods. 
PURPUREICEPHALUS SfURIUS Red-capped Parrot 

(AB 2,7} 
Fairly common A, scarce B, in areas of Marri and 

Flood Gums west of Avon but not along river- all 
records in B during summer and autumn (JRM)· 
throughout year in A (V{. Chitty}. 

' 

PLATYCERCUS ICTEROTIS Western Rosella (AB 1,2,3) 
Uncommon A, scar� B; never common since 1930; 

recently in B, three at' Clackline March 1972, one Glen 
Avon 18 February 1970; often north of Bakers Hill (W. 
Chitty). 
BARNARDIUS ZONARIUS Western Ringneck 

(ABC 1,2,3,4,S,7) 
Common; east of Grass Valley the yellow-bellied 

zonarius dominant, the green-bellied semitorquatus west 
of Bakers Hill; most birds along Avon more like semi­
torquatus and the greatest change in colour and calls 
o�curs ea�t of the river; three blue and one red-phase
birds durmg last ten years near Avon. Breeding: late 
September to November; C/4 and 5.

PSEPHOTUS VARIUS Many-coloured Parrot (C 1) 
Uncommon; all records in south-eastern parts. Ap­

parently scarce at Seabrook since 1930; eastern area of 
Mortlock valley seems favoured. Breeding: possibly near 
Grass Valley (ALM); young birds and pairs-noted here 
by Mr W. Smith. 
NEOPHEMA ELEGANS Elegant Parrot (ABC 1,2,3,4) 

Uncommon but occurs near some small areas of 
forest most of year; wide-ranging elsewhere; numbers 
fairly constant since 1940, but bird was rare before 
then. Breeding: not proved but birds inspect knotholes 
in Wandoos during September and October. 
CucuLUs PALLIDUS Pallid Cuckoo (ABC 1,2,3,4,S,7) 

Common migrant that varies greatly in numbers and 
in time of appearance; occasionally seen in March, 



236 J. R. MASTERS & A. L. MILHINCH: BIRDS OF NORTHAM, WA_ EMU 74 

earliest 6 March, but not heard to call until rain and 
even then may stop calling if dry period follows early 
rain; calling as early as 9 April; most leave the district 
by early December, but occasional in January, latest 
21 January. Breeding: courtship feeding noted in mid­
July, but eggs are not usually found until early Sep­
tember and during October; found in nests of Singing 
Honeyeater, Brown Honeycater, New Holland Honey­
eater, ;both wattlebirds, Willie Wagtail, Magpie Lark and 
Black-faced Woodswallow. 
CACOMANTIS PYRRHOPHANUS Fan-tailed Cuckoo . . 

(AB 2,3) 
Uncommon but regular in heavily timbered country 

west of Avon between late March and mid-October, most 
often July and August. One at Seabrook 21 May 1971 
and another 14 June 1972, only records east of river.
Breeding: not proved. · - · · 

CHRYS0COCCYX 0SCULANS Black-eared Cuckoo 
Only records are two sightings by CFJ (1931) near 

Seabrook. 
CHRYS0C0CCYX BASALIS Horsfield Bronze-cuckoo 

(ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 
Regular migrant in varying numbers; calls as early as 

17 March in 1965 and as late as 1 January in 1964; 
east of Avon commoner than the Golden Bronze-cuckoo 
in autumn and early winter, but from September to 
November vice yersa. Breeding: eggs in nests of the 
Yellow-tailed Thornhill and Scarlet Robin in October. 
CHRYS0C0CCYX LUCIOUS Goiden Bronze-cuckoo 

(ABC 1,2,3,5,7,) 
Commonest bronze-cuckoo in central valley, from 26 

April to December, most arriving in June and July; 
generally distributed during spring, particularly in years 
of early rains; most pass through area until September. 
Breeding: eggs found from first week in September to 
early November; Yellow-tailed Thornhill chief host, 
but Banded Blue Wren also pmasitized. 
NIN0X N0VAESEELANDIAE Boobook Owl (ABC 1,2,3,4) 

Uncommon, widespread in small numbers but not 
heard as often as during 1930s. Breeding: in hollow 
trees, October and November; C/2. 

Near Avon a larger dark owl has been seen once by 
torch light while flying, calling with piercing scream of 
Barking Owl N. connivens; call heard on other rare oc­
casions during winter only. 
TYTO ALBA Barn Owl (ABC 1,4,5) 

Fairly common particularly in winter in B, no records 
A, less common C than Boobook Owl. Often visit farm 
buildings during autumn and winter, when dead birds 
found in farm paddocks. Breeding: one nest in hollow 
Flood Gum on Avon October and November 1947, three 
fledgelings on wing early December. 
TYTo N0VAEH0LLANDIAE Masked Owl (A?, BC 1,2) 

One seen on several occasions during October 1971 in 
thick Powder bark-Wandoo forest at Glen Avon; one 
1 May 1972 at Seabrook. White owls are reported in A. 
PODARGUS STRIG0IDES Tawny 'Frogmouth 

(ABC 1,2,3,4) 
Fairly common C, decreasing to uncommon A; com­

mon C and B during 1930s; west of Avon nesting birds 
have decreased severely since about 1950; most often 
seen at night along roads. Breeding:, late September to 
December; C/2 usual. ·. 
AEG0THELES CRISTATUS Owlet-nightjar 

One flushed from hollow tree early November 1948; 
and one bird in hole Jn tree 16 O�tober 1971 at Glen 

Avon. Breeding: pair nested south of Grass Valley 
October 1970 (C. Richter). 
EUR0ST0P0DUS GUITATUS Spotted Nightjar 

Single bird 6 May 1953, identified on bitumen road­
way near Glen Avon. A smallish nightbird, with eyes 
showing bright red in light, in this area since previous 
March. 
APUS PACIFICUS Fork-tailed Swift 

About twenty birds 14 February 1955, in late after­
noon moving south-east over Avon river flats in light 
rain, which started three days of cyclonic conditions 
moving south, which deluged area with 180 mm of 
rain; about fifteen swifts were also seen at high altitude 
soon after sunset on 26 March 1960, with no evident 
fork-tail but conditions of light bad under stormy cloud; 
again heavy rains occurred for next few days and the.re.. 
had been some lighter rains two days before. 
DACEL0 NOV AEGUINAB Laughing Kookaburra, 

Introduced (ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 
Common resident A and B, scattered and uncommon 

C; population seems fairly steady since about 1940. 
Breeding: had started along Avon river by 1926, Oct­
ober and early December; C/3. 
HALCYON PYRRHOPYGIA Red-backed Kingfisher 

Single injured bird near road, Seabrook, September 
1960. 
HALCYON SANCTA Sacred Kingfisher (ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 

Widespread migrant, usually appearing during first 
fortnight of October or fortnight earlier if weather hot 
and dry; earliest date 18 September 1972 B; less com­
mon C and A; seldom seen after end January, none 
recorded over winter; numbers vary greatly everywhere; 
passes through but may nest some years. Breeding: in 
hollow trees from middle October to early December; 
C/4 and 5. 
MER0PS 0RNATUS Rainbow Bee-eater 

(ABC 1,2,3,4,5,7) 
Most regular migrant of district; earliest 18 Sep­

tember, in the first two weeks of October become com­
mon; first arrivals appear to pass through, later arrivals 
nest within week of taking up residence. From mid­
December birds flock and sometimes establish com­
munal roosts; these flocks vary from a few to 100+ and 
may remain together for several weeks before leaving 
for north; by middle March all have left; last record 
16 March. Breeding: in any area of suitc1ble soil with
fairly open visibility and perches; Cl 4 and 5.

CHERAMOECA LEUCOSTERNA White-backed Swallow 
(BC 1,3,4) 

Generally distributed; at all times of the year but not 
common; absent from forested parts although nesting 
as far west as Clackline. Breeding: favours red-loam 
banks of creeks, but also in gravel and sand pits; C/ 4 
usual. 
HIRUNDO NEOXENA Welcome Swallow (ABC 4,5,6,7) 

Common most of the year, especially near water and 
human habitation; large flocks may gather near water 
in early summer, usually with Tree Martins, but numbers 
diminish greatly during February and March, increas­
ing again in Septemb'er. Breeding: from September to 
December; C/2 to 4. 
PETR0CHELID0N NIGRICANS Tree Martin 

(ABC 1,2,3,4,5,6,7) 
Very common at all times of the year; during sum­

mer and autumn often in very large flocks, occasionally 
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of i,000+. Breeding: from September to December; C/3 
and · 4; though seen entering holes in trees from 
January to April, probably not breeding then; pair has 
nested in hollow block under decking of a bridge for 
the past two years. 
PETROCHELIDON ARIBL Fairy Martin (BC 4,5,6,7) 

Sporadic; in some years quite common along the 
river valley and in C, arriving in early October. Breed­
ing: · never evenly distributed; not often in same locality 
in successive years; at Seabrook nested in newly built 
railway culvert in November and December 1965, in 
October and November 1966, and in November 1972; 
culverts are most favoured nesting sites; C/4 and 5;
nests under wooden road bridges often suffer from the 
vibrations caused by vehicles. 
ANTHUS NOV AESEELANDIAE Australian Pipit (ABC 4)

Common. Breeding: usually from September to end 
December; display flights as early as March or April 
after heavy rains; nest at Seabrook in mid-June 1963 
after heavy rains in May was abandoned, but one 
found 29 June, C/3, was being brooded; nest found in 
October 1971 in tall grass almost entirely above ground­
level; some grass was used as covering over top of nest, 
forming a hood, so that entrance was on one side; nest 
middle December 1964 on bare flat ploughed ground 
with three freshly hatched chicks. 
CORACINA NOVAEHOLLANDIAE Black-faced Cuckoo-

shrike (ABC l,2,3,4,5,6,7) 
Common; during the autumn large groups of up to 

thirty may be seen. Breeding: October and November; 
C/3 normal. 
LALAGE SUEURII White-winged Triller (ABC 1,2,3) 

Regular migrant in varying numbers; some years very 
common B and C, other years only few; less common 
A; earliest record 10 July 1971, usually arrive C late 
August or early September, B late September and early 
October; stay till late January or February. On 12 May 
and 21 June 1953, five at Glen Avon, one being a male 
in eclipse plumage, another in eclipse plumage at Sea­
brook on 1 June 1968 (Milhinch 1969), and another in 
transitional plumage at Seabrook on 12 May 1972. 
Breeding: October and November, usually in Marri trees 
in B and in York Gums in C; C/3. 
POMATOSTOMUS SUPERCILIOSUS White-browed Babbler 

(BC 1,2,3) 
Fairly common with a few colonies as far west as 

Bakers Hill; patches of Holly-leaved Dryandra form 
suitable habitat west of the· river, but east of it Jam 
trees and Casuarina are most favoured; extension of 
this vegetation west through Spencer$' Brook to Clack­
line provides a salient into forest area; birds move 
nomadically about in these areas. Breeding: eggs found 
from July to October; often nests early west of the 
river; during July and August nests may be sodden 
without causing too much mortality, because young 
have been found during August; in C Needlewood 
Hakea preissii used for nesting; C/3. 
MEGALURUS GRAMINEUS Little Grassbird (B 7) 

Rare and probably not many because suitable habitat 
lacking; recorded at Glen Avon most years during 
October to April since 1964; in Kikuyu grass round a 
dam and in rank Paspalum grass bordering a creek; 
not seen during winter. 
ACROCEPHALUS STENTOREUS Reed Warbler (AB 7) 

Uncommon migrant; suitable habitat lacking; has 
appeared at the Glen Avon dam each year from 1965 

to 1969 in early October and remained until January, 
living and nesting in Elephant grass; also near Wooroloo 
in Toodyay Shire, in cumbungi along stream. Breeding. 
in late October and during November; C/2 and 3; two 
pairs at most in the small area available at Glen Avon. 
CINCLORAMPHus CRURALIS Brown Songlark 

(ABC 4) 

Migrant, numbers fluctuate greatly; usually completely 
absent from A, but more clearing may change this; in B 
and C arrives as early as June and stays till February, 
although main arrival is in July in C and late September 
to October in B; favours completely open fields; in some 
years most birds pass through and few, if any, stay to 
nest; in 1955 and in 1964 seen occasionally through 
winter in C and one record for May 1956. Breeding: in 
years when numbers stay, mostly during October and 
November; C/3. 
CINCLORAMPHUS MATHEWSI Rufous Songlark 

(ABC 4,7) 
Migrant, movement similar to those of Brown Song­

lark; some years quite plentiful, others only a few; 
earliest record 29 June 1965; most have left by end of 
December, though sometimes seen till first week Feb­
ruary, e.g. 1961 and 1964; though usually absent from 
A, clearing may benefit it. Breeding: territories estab­
lished in late September; eggs found October and 
November; C/3; favours lightly timbered areas of grass­
land. Nesting of both songlarks appears closely linked 
with maturing of grassland and crops. 
MALURUS SPLENDENS Banded Blue Wren 

. (ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 
. Fairly numerous; odce common, particularly along 

nvers; numbers have fallen severely since about 1950; 
still well established in bushland in A, but numbers vary 
greatly in B and C, where after big decline there has 
been slight increase since 1968. Breeding: from October 
to December, usually in small bushes when away from 
the water-courses, but -in paperbarks along rivers even 
to 10 m from ground; once in pile of stones 100 m 
from nearest bush; C/3 ·and 4. 
MALURUS LEUCONOTUS Blue-and-white Wren 

Mr W. Smith reported one male and apparently two 
young birds along a creek c. 8 km east of Northam. 
·GERYGONE FUSCA Western Warbler , (ABC 1,2,3,5,7)

Common resident; along Avon often nests in paper­
barks, Flood Gums and Wandoo forest; loss of habitat
by clearing paperbarks from Avon has severely reduced 
nesting; in C favour Jam trees mixed with York
Gums; regularly visits native trees round homesteads 
during summer, autumn and early winter. Breeding: 
usually during October to December; C/3.
SMICRORNIS BREVIROSTRIS Weebill (ABC 1,2,3,5,7)

Common at all times of year in A and B, sparse in
C and tends to be nomadic. Breeding: generally from
late October to early January; C/2 to 4; favours trees 
with particularly pendulous branches and young saplings,
notably York Gums, in B and C.
ACANTHIZA- APICALIS Broad-tailed Thornhill

(ABC 2,3,5,7)
Scarce in B and C, more common A; usually along

streams near Avon; in A widely distributed in forest
country, occupying similar habitat as Western Thorn­
hill, though not nearly so numerous as that bird, and 
also favours valleys. Breeding: from July to October;
C/3; one nest found behind dry cracked bark of dead
Jam tree, others in paperbarks or Needlewoods; all well 
concealed.
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ACANTHIZA UR0PYGIALIS Chestnut-rumped Thornhill 
(C 1,6) 

May be extending range south-westwards; first re­
corded at Seabrook May 1955 and was seen periodically 
during next ten years; now seems permanent resident in 
C where recorded regularly (ALM). Breeding: nest south 
of Grass Valley during October 1970 (C. Richter); three 
young being fed by adults at Seabrook on 18 .October 
1972 (ALM). 
ACANTHIZA INORNATA Western Thornhill (AB 2,3,5,7) 

Common in A and B; absent east of Avon, but rarely 
seen along river and groups come down streams leading 
to it from the west; in danger in A and B because breed­
ing habitat is being destroyed. Breeding: September and 
October; C/2 and 3; nests in very low scrub or under 
dry skirts of Blackboys Xanthorrhoea -refiexa in forest. 
ACANTHIZA CHRYSORRHOA Yellow-tailed Thornhill 

(ABC 1,2,3,4,5,7) 
The most common thornbill; in B decreased con­

siderably over past twenty years, probably because 
habitat, particularly Jam trees, has been cleared; small 
flocks visit farm gardens at all times of the year. 
Breeding: June to December; mid-season nests often 
.parasitized by Golden Bronze-cuckoo; C/3-4. 
EPHTIIIANURA ALBIFRONS White-fronted Chat 

(ABC 1,3,4,6) 
Generally nomadic B and c; uncommon A; numbers 

vary considerably; flocks of : so+ feed about lucerne 
paddocks from December to April, thriving on Ruther­
glen Bugs when these are present; flocks also round 
edges of small lakes in C during summer. Breeding: most 
common in seasons of early rainfall; nests found from 
August to October; one early nest on 2 May 1971; in 
tall grass, in dead leafy branches on the ground, in 
small shrubs and at base of � clump of trees; in open 
fields, along roadsides, in o�n timbered hilly country 
and near a small granite outcrop in heavy forest; C/3. 
MICROECA LEUCOPHAEA Jacky Winter (B 1) 

Uncommon; probably resident near Glen Avon be­
cause recorded there all year; regular in garden during 
summer. Breeding: in hilly country west of Avon from 
August to October in York Gum and Jam trees; C/2. 
PETROICA MULTICOLOR Scarlet Robi11:, (AB 2,3,5,7) 

Common and generally distributed 'A; towards Avon 
mostly along streams but, though common along Avon, 
not seen in C. Breeding: July to October; C/3. Red­
capped and Scarlet Robins overlap in B west of Avon; 
often seen together during autumn, usually as single 
pairs of both; sometimes Red-capped Robins have 
nested commonly in September and October alongside 
Scarlet Robins among the river paperbarks; more 
usually the two species nest in separate areas: Red­
capped in York Gum and Jam trees, Scarlet along 
streams in Flood Gums. 
PETROICA GOODENOVII Red-capped Robin (ABC 1,5,7) 

Generally distributed and common · B and C; much 
more sparse in A, mainly where isolated patches of 
Jam trees provide some suitable habitat. Breeding: 
August to end October, usually in Jam trees; C/3. 
PETROICA CUCULLATA Hooded Robin (ABC 3,6) 
· Scarce within the Shire; in B west of Avon was

localized among ring-barked timber, breeding until
1945. Pair of birds north of Clack.line on 9 October
1963; records at Wooroloo in 1951-52 by EHS .. Breed­
ing: most nests on tree stumps. _ ·

EoPSALTRIA GRISEOGULARIS Western Yellow Robin 
. (AB 2,3) 

Common resident A and approaches Avon in B where 
Wandoo and Powderbark-Wandoo forest occurs; this 
type of forest is its favoured habitat and birds are 
found in it all year, but this habitat has now been mostly 
cleared; apparently it will not occupy area of York 
Gums. Before 1900 a forest of York Gums and Jam 
trees existed across B and C near Avon, and it would 
be interesting to know if the birds ever have occupied 
this part of the area. Breeding: September and October; 
C/2. 
RHIPIDURA FULIGINOSA Grey Fantail (ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 

Fairly common resident along Avon and westwards; 
often visits gardens during late summer, autumn and 
early winter near Avon; to east, though recorded eacb 
month, definitely declines during summer. Breeding: 
September to November, along Avon and westwards; 
C/2 and 3; on 23 January 1968 birds still feeding young 
at Seabrook; less nesting along Avon recently, pos­
sibly because of much clearing of. paperbarks from 
river bed, which were much favoured. 
RHIPIDURA LEUC0PHRYS Willie Wagtail 

(ABC 1,3,4,5,6,7) 
Common, generally distributed except in very heavy 

forest, where however found along more open streams 
or in clearings. Breeding: August to January; in many 
situations, usually on a limb of tree sheltered by foliage, 
but sometimes on bare limbs open to sun, sometimes in 
buildings, even on machinery left standing; C/3 usual, 
4 occasionally. 
SEISURA INQUIETA Restless Flycatcher (ABC) 

Not often seen, generally nomadic and usually in one 
locality for only a few days before moving on. Breeding: 
two nests found, both in October and both in Flood 
Gum near water; 1 x C/3. 
).> ACHYCEPHALA PECT0RALIS Golden Whistler 

(AB 2,3,7) 
Distribution almost identical with that of Western 

Yellow Robin except that it has been seen rarely along 
Avon and in Flood Gums bordering creeks leading into 
river from west; generally uncommon. Breeding: Oct­
ober; usually in taller scrub understorey of forest, which 
is distinctly favoured and where bird is always found. 
p ACHYCEPHALA RUFIVENTRIS Rufous Whistler . 

(ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 
Common resident; in most types of forest and quite 

commonly about farm gardens. Breeding: September to 
December; once half-fledged young in nest during first 
week of January; C/3 usual. 
COLLURICINCLA RUFIVENTRIS Western Shrike-thrush 

(ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 
Although widespread, nowhere as numerous as last 

species; apparently somewhat nomadic, often visiting 
farm gardens for several months before moving on. 
Breeding: September to November; in holes in trees, 
forks of paperbarks and Jam trees, and once at Sea­
brook in hole in brick wall of out-building, 30 m from 
a dwelling; C/3. 
NEOSITIA PILEATA Black-capped Sittella 

(ABC 1,2,3,4,5,7) 
Fairly common, nomadic, and usually in small flocks 

moving from tree to tree; seen travelling along fence 
lines in open country and searching for insects on fence­
posts. Breeding: October and November; C/3. 
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CLIMACTERIS RUFA Rufous Tree-creeper (ABC 1,2,3) 
Fairly common in heavy forest west of Avon; scarce 

to east; seen c. 8 km north of Northam and Mr C. 
Richter recorded it south of Seabrook, both recordings 
in York and Salmon Gums; resident in areas of Powder­
bark-Wandoo and Wandoo in B. Breeding: during 
October; C/2. 

DICAEUM HIRUNDINACEUM Mistletoebird (ABC 1,2,3) 
Sporadic but widely distributed in small numbers 

about forest in A and B, fairly common resident in C, 
particularly in Jam trees and casuarinas bear.ing mistle­
toe; often in gardens. 

P ARDAL0TUS PUNCTATUS Spotted Pardalote (AB 2,3) 
Uncommon: in A and B only as far as Wandoo and 

Powderbark-Wandoo approaches Avon, where seen from 
May to October; not recorded C nor in Avon valley. 
Breeding: not known. 
P ARDAL0TUS SUBSTRIATUS Red-tipped Pardalote 

(ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 
Widespread and generally common, but may leave the 

wetter western area of A during winter; resident in 
forest country of B, but numbers fall in river valley 
during late summer and winter; resident C, but generally 
fewer during summer. Breeding: August to January; C/3 
and 4; observed carrying nesting material into holes in 
barn during late April; eggs found early May but no 
brood raised 1934, 1955 and 1971. 
Z0STER0PS GOULD! Western Silvereye (ABC 1,2,3,5,7) 

Common, though in C it has a more restricted habitat 
and is more nomadic according to supply of food; 
generally common in gardens everywhere and always in 
paperbarks along the river. Breeding: August to Novem­
ber in forest of A and as late as January along rivers 
in B; heavy flowering of paperbark along the river in 
November coincides with peak of nesting; C/3. 
LICHMERA INDISTINCTA Brown Honeyeater 

(ABC 1,2,3,5) 
Common, some always present; numbers increase in 

area of river and forest west of Avon during late winter 
and spring; common in gardens and nests in gardens 
at Northam. Breeding: September to November; C/2. 
MELIPHAGA VIRESCENS Singing Honeyeater 

(ABC 1,2,3) 
Common resident. Breeding: .end of August to Feb­

ruary; C/3 usually; one nest seen in June 1970 in a 
garden. 

MELIPHAGA CRATITIA Purple-gaped Honey-eater 
Ten or twelve birds in flowering Flood Gums on 

Avon on 10 October 1969, a drought year. 
MELIPHAGA 0RNATA Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 

(ABC 1,2,3) 
Uncommon west of Avon where almost exclusively 

in Wandoo forest; often in J ulimar State Forest in 
Shire of Toodyay; Wandoo forest has been mostly 
cleared in the Northam Shire; on 8 August 1972 small 
group in flowering York Gum at Seabrook. Breeding: 
probable west of Toodyay; young seen 4 December 
1959. 
MELITimEPTUS BREVIROSTRIS Brown-headed Honey-

eater (ABC 1,2,3) 
Fairly common, nomadic in B and C; penetrates A 

particularly in Wandoo forest; in B and C usually in 
York Gums. Breeding: September at Seabrook and 
October at Glen Avon. 

MELITIIREPTUS LUNATUS White-naped Honeyeater 
(AB 2,3) 

Fairly common west of Avon, absent from east, 
probably eastern .boundary of Marri trees is birds' 
eastern boundary. Breeding: probably west of Toodyay; 
not known in Northam Shire. 
PHYLID0NYRIS N0VAEH0LLANDIAE New Holland 

Honeyeater (AB 2,3) 
A resident west of Avon, isolated small flocks near 

river; common A; often visits farm gardens west of 
Avon in recent years. Breeding: usually September to 
November; C/2 and 3; but in favoured areas of 
flowering scrub on Perth road in B eggs found second 
week of December 1953. 
PHYLIDONYRIS NIGER White-cheeked Honeyeater 

. (AB 2,3) 
Uncommon and scattered; observed in May, Sep­

tember and October in laterite country. Breeding: one 
nest with two fledgelings 10 October 1971 (Toodyay 
west). 
PHYLID0NYRIS ALBIFR0NS White-fronted Honeyeater 

One 2 April 1972 feeding among flowering mistletoe 
in York Gum at Seabrook; two there 18 and 19 April, 
four there 21 and 28 April 1972. 

GLICIPHILA MELAN0PS Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
(AB 2) 

Uncommon in B, during September to November 
common in small areas of heath in A. Breeding: Oct­
ober; C/2 (Toodyay west). 
ACANTH0RHYNCHUS SUP:l:RCILIOSUS Western Spinebill 

(AB 2,3) 
Fairly common resident west of Avon, but not seen 

in river valley; absent east of river. Breeding: early 
October to mid-November; C/2. 
MANORINA FLAVIGULA Yellow-throated Miner (BC 1,3) 

Common C, in well-separated colonies; some move­
ment occurs according to supply of food. 

In Avon valley apparently a remarkably rigid frontier 
from Northam into Toodyay Shire, passing between 
Irishtown and Glen Avon and lying in the York Gum 
and Jam forests about 5 km east of western boun­
dary of this type of habitat. During forty years only 
two birds seen west of this line, during thunder­
storm; but birds found east of line every year and at
most times of year if searched for. This boundary 
probably turns due west one kilometre north-west of 
Northam to just north-east of Clackline, running within 
the westward extension of this class of country that runs 
past Spencers Brook. Why the habitat is not completely 
occupied, although it runs through areas with rapidly in­
creasing rainfall, is not known; it is specially curious 
that it is occupied north and west of Spencers Brook. 
Breeding: in C September and October. 
ANTHOCHAERA RUFOGULARIS Spiny-cheeked· Honey­

eater 
Perhaps casual in B and C; a pair lived at Glen Avon 

from early September to early November 1963 in a 
patch of flowering wattle along a creek 3 km west of 
Avon; in September and October 1966 a single bird 
lived ·in flowering wattle at the dam near the Glen 
Avon homestead; also recorded 18 September 1972. 
ANTHOCHAERA CHRYSOPTERA Little Wattlebird 

(AB 1,2,3) 
Fairly common in A to a few kilometres west of 

Avon, occasionally eastwards into areas of Dryandra 
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east of Avon; everywhere in Avon area strongly as­
sociated with Holly-leaved Dryandra Dryandra fiori­
bunda; numbers increase in winter and early spring. 
Breeding: August, September and October, usually in 
Dryandra and BlaGkboys; C/ l always. 

ANTOCHAERA CARUNCULATA Red Wattlebird 
(ABC 1,2,3,5, 7) 

Widely distributed, some seen all the year; during 
winter and early spring, movement occurs in; Avon 
Valley, generally from south-east to north-west; only 
few remain in C and Avon valley during summer. 
Breeding: August to November; C/3 usual; number 
breeding varies considerably each year; one nest found 
built in old Magpie Lark's nest. 

PoEPHILA GUITATA Zebra Finch (BC 1) 
Common in C in scattered communities; along Avon 

between Northam and Toodyay; south of Northam 
westward up Spencers Brook valley to Clackline in B; 
western boundary is similar to that of Yellow-throated 
Miner, however the Finches do move west during dry 
periods; used to nest near Clackline about 1935 to 
1940, also at Glen Avon and two km east of Toodyay 
but disappeared soon afterwards; appeared in 1949 and 
1950 at Glen Avon but did not breed; reappeared 

.during summer 1969-70 and have remained and nested 
since; as also happened at Clackline. In these localities 
not associated with Needlewoods Hakea preissii, which 
they strongly favour for nesting about Grass Valley, 
Seabrook and along Avon _ south of Spencers Brook, 
and where they maintain lat'ge populations; elsewhere 
usually nest in mistletoe on. Jam trees; small groups 
move about much during summer and autumn, par­
ticularly in valleys at western edge of range. Breeding: 
September to December in B, as late as February in C; 
C/3 to 5; sometimes entering farm gardens and nesting 
there. 

GRALLINA CYAN0LEUCA Magpie Lark (ABC 1,3,4,5,7) 
Common B and C, but less• common A; at farm dams 

in A where clearing of forest may have benefited the 
bird; much less common now in B and C than it was 
30 to 40 years ago; though foraging and roosting flocks 
still form during summer and autumn, flocks seldom 
exceed twenty or thirty, which contrasts with flocks of 
several hundred before. Breeding: in good seasons 
nests built as early as 22 June, e.g. 1967, but usual 
nesting late July to November; C/3 to 4.-

ARTAMUS PERS0NATUS Masked Woodswallow (ABC) 
Sporadic visitor, rarely in flocks; EHS recorded birds 

at Wooroloo in October 1951 and April 1953; flock high 
over Avon valley at Glen Avon on 10 November 1970, 
flying south-east. Breeding: just outside Shire boundary 
near the Northam-Goomalling road on 27 October 1964. 

ARTAMUS CINEREUS Black-faced Woodswallow 
(ABC 1,3,4) 

The common woodswallow in B and C, unusual in 
A; often roosts communally. Breeding: October to 
January; C/3 and 4; for three years birds nested in 
same stump at Seabrook; C/5 each time; usually nest in 
large shrubs, small trees and particularly in the mistle­
toe on Jam trees, and not uncommonly on top of 
stooked hay; formerly in brushwood rails of Harper 
fences. 

ARTAMUS CYAN0PTERUS Dusky Woodswallow (AB 2,3) 
Uncommon in A, as far east in B as the limit of 

Powderbark-Wandoo forest west of river, absent east 
of river; liable to appear at any time of year a few 

kilometres west of Avon in small numbers, more often 
from April to September. 
STREPERA VERSIC0L0R Grey Currawong (AB 1,2) 

Sparingly distributed in forests west of Avon in most 
months of year; occasionally near Avon in winter and 
early spring. Breeding: twice proved during October in 
York Gums. 
CRACTICUS NIGR0GULARIS Pied Butcherbird (BC 1,4) 

Uncommon during autumn and winter in B and C 
and has been so for past forty years. Breeding: pair 
nested at Glen Avon during October 1971 and three 
birds remained; again during October 1972, and ap­
parently. now resident, being seen most months during 
1972. 
CRACTICUS TORQUATUS Grey Butcherbird 

(ABC 1,2,�)_ 
Widespread; once common, has decreased considerably 

over last twenty-five years; still fairly common in C, 
uncommon elsewhere. Breeding: September to November; 
C/3 and 4. 
GYMN0RHINA D0RSALIS Western Magpie 

(ABC 1,2,3,4,7) 
Common resident bird in B and C, and perhaps in 

older established clearings in A, because it is well 
established in cleared parts of similar forest in Toodyay 
Shire; in B marked decline from about 1940 to 1955; 
since then birds have re-established themselves to about 
1930 level. Breeding: late August to early December; C/3 
and 4; colour of eggs is not very variable in each nesting 
group of birds; it tends to vary greatly between groups, 
from greenish blue ground-colour with brown streakings 
to a mauve-grey ground-colour with brown and purplish 
blotches. 
CoRVUS CORONOIDES Australian Raven 

(ABC l,2,3,4,5,6,7) 
Common widespread resident; some fluctuation in 

numbers in places according to supply of food; when 
preeding it is distributed evenly; later in the summer 
form flocks. Breeding: late July to October; C/3 and 4. 
CORVUS BENNETT! Little Crow (BC) 

Not resident, usually only as bird of passage, often 
in flocks of several hundreds to south in early summer 
and returning north in mid-summer and autumn; number 
of flocks varies from year to year; occasionally remain 
in district for short period, e.g. 1969 when large flocks 
remained in B and C from April to late July (Milhinch 
1969). 

Status of Raven, Little Crow and Crow C. orru in 
Avon valley is by no means clear and we have not 
investigated these birds carefully. Ravens apparently 
flock to some degree in late summer and autumn at con­
centrations of carrion or other food. Little Crows. flock 
with Ravens at such places and calls can be distinguished 
clearly. Crows may move into Avon valley from east 
at same time, but have not yet been identified. In years 
of normal rainfall with seasonal break in early May, 
Ravens only present by end of June, dispersed with 
many birds already in nesting territories. 

DISCUSSION 

Frontiers 

The status of many species changes across the 
central region of the Shire, evidently because rain­
fall also changes dramatically. Also in this central 
region the Avon River has eroded the lat�ritic pene­
plain and thus breaks up habitats at a critical point. 
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almost impossible, as is easily seen along roads and 
in reserves where sheep do not graze; there are 
many young Jams and. few very old ones. The middle­
aged generation with its associated mistletoe Loran­

thus sp is scarce and this may have importantly 
affected the Yellow-tailed Thornhill, Mistletoebird 
and Zebra Finch, am(?ng others, in the central and 
eastern regions. 

All native plants, particularly acacias and casuar­
inas, but least eucalypts, have been affected to some 
extent. Even in the western forests, where rabbits 
were never so numerous, a greater variety of plants 
has returned to virgin bushland during the past 
fifteen years. 

In the eastern region where clearing on a large 
scale occurred long before 1945, species have in­
creased since 1930. Five new breeding species have 
appeared, Galah, Wood Duck, Crested Pigeon, Black­
shouldered Kite and Chestnut-rumped Thornhill; the 
Australian Dotterel, corellas and Yell ow-billed 
-Spoonbill visit. No species appears to have been lost.

The central region has lost two nesting species, the 
Swamphen and Black Bitte:,;n, and gained seven, 
Galah, Crested Pigeon, Corella, Wood Duck, Chest­
nut-breasted Shelduck, Red-necked Avocet and 
Black-shouldered Kite. New visitors are the Yellow-
billed and Royal Spoonbills, Pied Stilts and Large 
Egret. 

In the western region nesting birds do not appear 
to have changed. However in all three regions for 
most species, particularly ihose in the specialized 
J arrah and Wandoo habitats, habitat decreases con­
tinuously and numbers of individuals of some species 
decreases alarmingly. An outstanding example is the 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet; at times during the 1930s 
in thousands, it is now seldom seen and then only 
few. Regent Parrots have been reduced to a rem­
nant. The Painted Button-quail, · Yellow Robin, 
Golden Whistler, Western Thornhill, White-cheeked, 
New Holland, Tawny-crowned and White-naped 
Honeyeaters, Western Spinebill and Little Wattle­
bird face a difficult future. The White-cheeked and 
New Holland Honeyeaters have found their way east 
into farm gardens near Avon during the last decade 
,but have not bred successfully. 

Clearly the Long-billed Corella and Pink Cocka­
too have declined greatly in the last 130 years (Whit­
ten 1941). Diamond Doves still occur but are not 
known to irrupt in numbers, and Whittell does not 
mention Zebra Finches.· Unfortunately it is difficult 
to determine the precise localities where all the 
specimens from the Avon valley were collected be­
cause Gilbert and his assistants travelled well east 
and north of Northam Shire. We have not recorded 
eight species likely to have occurred in the Avon 
v_alley .. The Crested Bellbird, Redthroat, Field-wren,

Yellow-fronted Honeyeater and Pied Honeyeater 
could have occurred then in Mallee heathland and 
bordering acacia forest of the eastern region. We 
have an unconfirmed report of Pied Honeyeaters at 
Clackline in open forest heathland during May 1971. 
Chestnut Quail-thrushes could have occurred in dry 
lateritic breakaways in all three regions; if so, it is 
difficult to explain why they have gone or not 
appeared because such places have only been deve­
loped recently, but more frequent bushfires may have 
been critical. The Grey Falcon and Ground Cuckoo­
shrike were in the area and may still return to the 
more open forest and farmlands. All other species 
mentioned by Whitten still occur. 

Study may show that clearing of J arrah forest 
leads to further collapse of the environmental fron­
tier in the Avon valley. Some inland birds have 
quite successfully invaded wetter areas. Others, 
notably Zebra Finches and Yellow-throated Miners, 
have remained remarkably fixed to established 
frontiers. 

It is from an analysis of the species occupying the 
three districts that the frontier aspect of the central 
djstrict is seen, and also the importance of the Avon 
River-habitat. For convenience the status and occur­
rence of some species are summarized in Appendices 
1 and 2 to show this more clearly. 

CONCLUSION 

It seems possible that there are as many species of 
birds to be found in the Shire of Northam in 1973, 
as when John Gilbert first came here in 1839, though 
they are not all the same ones. Should this sound too 
optimistic an assessment, let it be tempered with the 
thought that it is hard to visualize any new type of 
habitat developing, only the final destruction of some 
existing ones. 
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The Shire Clerk, 
• 6401

Dear s1r. 
Ref: T.J.O' SL Se tember 13th 
WA. 

!Bt?Z �½ 

"�n �n� 

J%d�ani� 

�/em ��aa4:a 6'�tJ/ 
2oth September '79 

The concern of the w.A. National Parks and Reserves Association appears 
to me to be fully justified when judged by the conditions and events 
that occurred during the Avon Descent last July. 
Undoubtelly there are problems in the conservation of the Avon River 
arising from the magnitude to which this race has grown. Prolonged 
and increased boating activities at other times is also a factor that 
must have increasing impact on the river 1£ not controlled. 
However I must point out that under the more usual conditions of 
.. �� ...... � ..... �� in July in most years, the potential for damage 

zed and with reasonable control need not be great. 
The reason is that with strong river flow, normal in most years in 
June and July. water conditions are unstable. with constantly varying 
water levels and salinities, and reduced light penetration in the 
muddy water. Food supplies are low, and although wildlife populations 
are also low, they are in a period litterally of adaptive hibernation 
as it were. quite well protected. Such conditions also ensure that 
other refuge areas exist in well supplied water sources nearby the 
river. 
The situation is totally different on years of drought as 9ccurred this 
year during June and July, and also in all years normally from the 
end of August to mid January. 
River waters remain more or less static as to levels and salinitie$ 
and light penetration being better in the cleaner waters, the whole 
annual breeding and rejuvenation cycles are underway and not lying 
dormant. When such conditions occur during winter it also indicates 
that all other refuge areas away from the river are poor, often non 
existent. 
Prolonged and excessive dist1111bance under these conditions may well 
,nave long lasting effects on future viability of the Avon within the 
Shire as a functioning habitat and wildlife refuge, potentially 
effecting much of the water based wildlife of the whole district. 









RECORDS & OBSERVATIONS OF AVON RIVER FLOW

AS OBSERVED AT 'GLEN AVON', NORTHAM 

Rainfall requirements for strong flow of Avon at end of July. 

Totals of May, June, July rainfall {With consideration of wet or dry watershed 
in March/April and state of inland lake 
systems) 
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410 River didnot flow 
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Massive flooding 
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Good Flow 

720 Fresh flowing late Mid March 
Aug good 

530 Extremely low 
770 Extremely low 
690 Low 
964 Low 

Good Flow 
830 Fresh flow late start 

Good flow - Feb. summer floods 
Small flooding 
River muddy but low in July 
Flooding.end of· July 

725 Passable mid August 
Flooding end July 

690 Low 
Good Flow 

Flooding end July 
Massive flooding 
Strong flaw 
Good flow end July 
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Flooding end July 
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Our ref: 

r 7 

Mr. J.R. Masters, 
Box 44, 
"Glen Avon", 
NORTHAM, W .A. 6401. 

L � 

TJO'M:bo's 

Dear Sir, 

Re ¥,_.A. Nationa� Parks Assn/Avon Descent 

Your comrnent.s on th.� Avon River Ecosystem were very favourably 
received by CounciL . 

.. . 

Council int�nds to call a meeting of neighbouring authorities 
1.:0 :Hscuss Ll}e matter further. I will advise you when a meeting 

h€�n set, so that you may attend. 

T .,J •. 0 'MEARA, 
S�IRE CLERK. 

16th October, 1979. 
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