




MR LANE 

Re: BARRAGUP ISLAND (SERPENTINE RIVER) 

A survey of the island was conducted to make an assessment 
of the status of the vegetation an4 birdlife. The dates of 
inspections were September 30, 1980 and October 20, 1980. 

Barragup Island is approximately 56 ha in area and comprises 
parts of Lots 143 and 144 which are part of Cockburn Sound 
Location 16. A portion at the northern end of the island 
of approximately 8 ha is controlled by the Department of 
Lands and Surveys and extends along the south-eastern shore 
for the length of the island. 

Following is a description of the dominant vegetation types 
and a list of avifauna observed on the survey., 

·· VEGETATION

The island is densely vegetated with samphire heath interspersed 
with low woodland of Melaleuca and Casuarina. Low sand dunes 
support woodlands of Eucalypt and Melaleuca over an understorey 
of Hakea,Melaleuca and Jrmcus. The river banks are very densely 
vegetated with Cas�arina and Melaleuca over understoreys of 
Juncus and endemic and introduced grasses. 

The island is almost bisected by a tributary of the Serpentine 
River which makes 1t convenient to describe the vegetation in 
two parts, East and West. 

The Eastern Portion: 

This portion of the island comprises mostly samphire heatn 
interspersed by stands of Casuarina obesa over an understorey 
of samphire, Juncus and mixed grasses. 

The CaS·uarina occurs mostly along the banks of several shallow 
watercourses which can be seen in the oblique photograph 84:2. 
Along the Serpentine River banks the Casuarina redominates 
over a thick understorey of Juncus and introduced grasses 
(Hordeum sp., Loli um sp., Bromus sp., Briza minor, B. maxima, 
et al.) 

-

At the northern extremity a section of higher ground (low sand dune) 
supports open woodland of Eucalypt (E. rudis) and Melaleuca (M. 
raphiophylla and M. cuticularis) with a thick understorey of -
introduced grasses and endemic sedges. 

The banks at the Serpentine River are well protected from 
erosion by the healthy growth of Casuarina obesa and Melelauca 
rhaphiophylla over the dense sedge understorey. 

cont'd ••• 







AVIFAUNA 

The following species of birds were recorded during the 
survey: 

Grey Teal (A. gibberifrons) - frequently observed around the 
island perimeter and on ephemeral 
pools and creeks. 3 broods 
observed. 

Pacific Black Duck 
(A. superciliosa} 

Australian Shelduck 
(T. tadomoides) 

White Faced Heron 
(A. novaehollandiae) 

Common Sandpiper 
(T. hypoleucos) 

Greenshank 
(!_. nebularia) 

Little Black Cormorant 
(�. sulicrostris) 

Australian Darter 
(A. novaehollandiae) 

Kingfisher 
(Halcyone sp.) 

Magpie Lark 
(G. cy�oleuca) 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike 
(C. novaehollandiae) 

Wagtail 
(R. leucophrys) 

Silver Eye 
C.!- gouldii) 

Splendid Wren 
(�. sp lendens) 

Whistling Kite 
Q!. sphen urus} 

- Observed on pools and creeks and
in Serpentine river. l brood
observed inhabiting fringing
vegetation.

- ephemeral pools. (3)

- samphire heath

- river bank

- l - ephemeral pools

- common - fringing woodland

- common - fringing woodland

- Casuarina woodland (l)

- Melaleuca woodland

- Eucalypt woodland

- Melaleuca woodland

- frequently observed over most of
samphire and melaleuca woodland 

- numerous throughout Casuarina -
melaleuca woodland and samphire 
heath 

- 1 - overhead





CONCLUSION 

Barragup Island represents a balance of natural vegetation 
typical for its locality. Apart from minor grazing by 
sheep at the northern end it has suffered very little 
disturbance and no development. 

The quality of vegetation, particularly the samphire heath 
and Melaleuca shrublands, is of a high order and illustrated 
by the rich avifauna observed during the survey. 

Most importantly Barragup Island provides an excellent 
opportunity to preserve a representative section of 
healthy natural riverbank vegetation and adjacent 
communities. 

G. B. PEARSON 
Technical Officer 
Waterbird Research-. 









MR LANE 

Re : BARRAGUP IS LA£·.-.. .. ,: 

A survey of the islanc, 
of the status of the ve':J

1

inspections were Septemr 

,::NT I NE RI VER) 

conducted to make an assessment 
ition and birdlife. The dates of 

�O, 1980 and October 20, 1980. 

Barragup Island is appro'., tely 56 ha in area and comprises 
parts of Lots 143 and 144 1rtich are part of Cockburn Sound 
Location 16. A portion a, he northern end of the island 
of approxim.ately 8 ha is � ·" ':rolled by the Pepartment of· 
Lands and Surveys and extends along the south-eastern shore 
for the length of the island. 

Following is a description of the dominant vegetation types 
and a list of avifauna observed on the survey. 

VEGETATION 

The island is densely v� )

with low woodland of Me.­
support woodlands of El° 
of Hakea,Melaleuca an� 
vegetated with Cas�arf� 
Juncus and endemic and�. 

The island is almost bi� 
River which makes it con: 
two p·arts, East and West 

The Eastern Portion: 

This portion of the isJ· 
interspersed by stands. 
of samphire, Juncus a· 

The CaSuarina OCCUD

watercourses whicp· 
Along the Serpent' 
over a thick unde .. 
(Horde um sp., Lolj 
et al.) 

--,

At the northern ext., 
supports open woodli 
raphioppylla and �- . 
introduped grasses 

The banks at the se· 
erosion by the heal' 
rhaphiophylla over 

�a with samphire heath interspersed 
and Casuarina. Low sand dunes 

4

1 nd Melaleuca over an understorey 
The riyer banks are very densely 

�laleuca over understoreys of 
· ·<l grasses .

tributary of the Serpentine 
describe the vegetation in 

�s mostly samphire heath 
obesa over an understorey 

es. 

:he banks of several shallow 
he oblique photograph 84:2. 
�e Casuarina predominates 
ind introduced grasses 

;., Briza minor,�- maxima, 

of higher ground (low sand dune) 
(E. rudis) and Melaleuca (M. 
Ji' a thick understorey of -

feS. 

are well protected from 
�asuarina obesa and Melelauca 

fe understorey. 

cont'd ... 







AVIFAUNA 

The following species of birds were recorded during 
survey: 

Grey Teal (Ae gibberifrons) - frequently observed around the
island perimeter and on ephemeral 
pools and creeks. 3 broods 
observed. 

Pacific Black Duck 
(�. superciliosa} 

Australian Shelduck 
(T. tadornoides) 

White Faced Heron 
(A. novaehollandiae) 

Common Sandpiper 
(!. hypoleucos) 

Greens hank 
(T. nebularia) 

Little Black Cormorant 
(P. sulicrostris) 

Australian Darter 
(A. novaehollandiae) 

Kingfisher 
(Halcyone sp.) 

Magpie Lark 
(�. cyanoleuca) 

Black-faced Cuckoo-� 
( C. novaehollandi�, 

Wagtail 
(_g. leucophrys) 

Silver Eye 
(!. gouldii) 

Splendid Wren 
(!'1_. splendens) 

Whistling Kite 
(!:!_. sphenurus) 

Observed on pools and creeks and 
in Serpentine river. 1 brood 
observed inhabiting fringing 
vegetation. 

- ephemeral pools. (3)

- samphire heath

- river bank

- l - ephemeral pools

connnon - fringing�woodland 

Jmroon - frin�ing woodland 

ts uarinfl woodland (1) 

;laleuca woodland 

Eucalypt woodland 

- Melaleuca woodland

frequently observed over most of 
samphire and melaleuca woodland 

numerous throughout Casuarina -
melaleuca woodland and samphire 
heath 

- 1 - overhead





CONCLUSION 

Barragup Island represents a balance of natural vegetation 
typical for its locality. Apart from minor grazing by 
sheep at the northern end it has suffered very little 
disturbance and no development. 

The quality of vegetation, particularly the samphire heath 
and Melaleuca shrublands, is of a high order and illustrated 
by the rich avifauna observed during the survey. 

Most importantly Barragup Island provides an excellent 
opportunity to preserve a representative section of 
healthy natural riverbank vegetation and adjacent 
communities. 

G.B. PEARSON 
Technical Officer 
Waterbird Research.. 















When writing descriptions describe each layer of the 
vegetation e.g. "Woodland of Powder Bark (Eucalyptus 
accedens) over open heath of Dryandra .2.EE·, no ground 
cover". 
"Open woodland o:f Salmon Gum (Eucalyptus salmonophloia) 
over low open shrubland of Broom bush (Melaleuca 
uncinata), over an open-grassland". 

Where you can't identify a dominant, press it and forward 
it to the Wildlife Research Centre. Each specimen must 
be labelled clearly with collector's name or initials, 
locality, date and specimen number. Write duplicate of 
this information in your diary. Thus description could 
read: 

"Open scrub of �pecies AAB 25/77, AAB 26/77 and AAB 27/77." 

It is of little value sending specimens unless they contain 
flowers or fruits. If they are Eucalypts, buds and fruits 
will suffice. 

FAUNA: Use both direct evidence, i.e. sightings of birds, and 
indi.rect evidence, e.g. Kangaroo pads, rabbit warrens, 
possum scratches on trees. If possible conduct spotlight 
or head torch surveys at dusk and after dark. Collect 
skulls or other skeletal remains if unsure of identifi­
cation and send to the Wildlife Research Centre. Any 
reptiles or frogs collected should be preserved or frozen 
before sending to the Wildlife Research Centre. Normally 
mammal and bird records will suffice. Information on the 
fauna can be obtained from local people. 

RECOMrvIENDATIONS: Bear in mind that you are dealing with 
important and responsible matters and treat your report 
and recommendation accordingly. Give reasons for your 

MAPS: 

recommendations. 

A sketch map, drawn to scale, MUST be attached to the 
report. Show boundaries, feature'ssuch as lakes, rock 
outcrops, tracks, gravel pits and, if possible, approx­
imate distribution of plant formations. 

PHOTOGRAPHS: Take colour Polaroid photos to illustrate major 
plant formations and any other important features, e.g. 
a new gravel pit. Write caption for each photo giving 
location and plant formations. 

REMEMBER: You don't need a job sheet to do a survey - use your 
own initiative. Nature Reserves are the basis of nature 
conservation. 
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