








BIRD LIST - KING WILLIAM STREET SANCTUARY 

Ducks 

Black Duck 

Chestnut Teal 

Grey Teal 

White-eyed Duck 

Blue-billed Duck 

Bl�e-winged Shoveller 

· Mountain Duck

Herons

White-faced Heron

White-necked Heron

Nankeen Night Heron

Large Egret 

Little Egret 

Straw-necked Ibis 

White Ibis 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

Pied Stilt 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

Black Swan 

Pelican 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Little Black Cormorant 

Large Pied Cormorant 

Large Black Cormorant 

Little Grebe 

Western Swamphen 

Coot 

Osprey 

Whistling Eagle 

Peregrine Falcon 

Little Falcon 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Nankeen Kestrel 

Bee-eater 

Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike 

Pipit 

Reed Warbler 

Yellow-rumped Thornhill 

Silvereye 

Brown Honeyeater 

Singing Honeyeater 

Magpie 

Magpie Lark 

Crow 

Silver Gull 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Wattlebird 

Kookaburra 
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2. LOCATION

River �nd of King William Street 
Latitude 31 °55"S., Longitude 115 ° ]5"£. 
Area: 4 hectares officially, extending to 10 hectares, including 

some private land. 

3. TOPOGRAPHY

River ling sv,ramp, comprising grassy mudflats with tea-trees over 
water. Open water 1-1% metres deep, with Paperbarks over water 
and on margins; also area of Cumbungi. 

4. HISTORY

The Bayswater Shir� Council developed a rubbish tip alongside the 
present swamp, on the bank of the Swan River and had filled in a 
considerable area upstream of Garratt Road B�idge. As it became 
obvious that this area would lose its natural character and its 
wealth of wetland wildlife, some far-sighted Shite members decided 
to preserve some of the remaining swamp alongside King/VH lliam 
Street. The end of King William Street was closed to vehicles and 
a compacted clay wall was built to enclose the dump and prevent 
pollution of ·the water. A sign was erected in January 1978, although 
the area had been mooted as early as 1977. 

Eric Singleton became involved about this time, having written a 
letter to the Shire requesting that some action be taken to· exclude 
trail bikes. Messrs Tony Cooper (Assistant Shire Clerk), Ken Parkes 
(Health Inspector) and A. Patterson combined to make a video tape of 
the area. 

Water from a bore was introduced by the Shire in April 1978 to keep 
up the water. level, �s the area normally dries up in late iummer. 
Paperbark trees were planted around the edge of the wet afe�-

A list of birds was compiled, maintained and up�dated by weekly 
visits, and Peter Singleton gave valuable assistance in compiling a 
selection of colour slides and in typing regular reports for the 
Shire, as well as assisting the Bird Lists for the CSIRO Bird Atlas 
project. 

5. NEST BOX PROGRAMME

In 1978 3 drum nests were positioned in trees over the water, these 
being 5-gallon drums, open half way at either end, placed 
horizontally in the forks of paperbark trees over open water, and 
about 1 metre above high-water mark. Straw was provided, a�d in

October 1978, 8 Grey Teal eggs were laid in one nest; subsequently, 
8 healthy youngsters hatched, thus proving the practicality of such 
nests. 

Mr Ray Motteram of the WAFGA, their President and a keen bird man as 
well as an enthusiastic conservationist, became interested and has 
assisted greatly in the programme, with a good deal of encouragement 
from other club members. 
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In 1979 the number of drum nests was increased to 12. As these nests 
were installed late in the season, only two were used; one contained 
8 Black Duck and 1 Blue Bill egg, all of which hatched. 

In 1980 laying commenced in July, by Black Duck and Grey Teal. Seven 
drums were used, including one black plastic drum which Ray Motteram 
obtained from the Fisheries and Wildlife Department; results from it 
were nine Black Duck eggs laid and hatched. Overall, a 96 per cent 
success rate of hatchlings to eggs laid was achieved. 

During 1981 the first Black Duck clutch was disturbed by an unknown 
predator. Six nests were used, but two clutches were destroyed by 
vandals in canoes. One nest of Black Duck contained 12 eggs, all 
hatched; and one nest used three times by Grey Teal, laying 11, 10 
and 7 and hatchinci 9, 8 and 7. 

Other hatches; Black Duck, 9: 8, 9. As this was a wet year, birds 
were able to use other areas, therefore numbers at King William 
Street were lower, but a high proportion of ducklings were seen. It 
is interesting to note that egg numbers were higher in 1981, and 
birds (particularly -��al) were laying at random, as seversJ' clutches. 
were abandoned late in November, with only a few eggs having been 
laid. Cbots and Moorhens were breeding profusely. One nest hatched. 
16 chicks. 

6. ALTERNATIVE NESTS

Ray Motteram has been working on alternative nests in co-operation 
with other WAFGA members. 

These are various·types of floating nests, either a platform o� 
Styrofoam with drum anchored to it so as to allow for rise and fall 
of water, or a complete block of Styrofoam with a hole cut into it 
for the nest. These were intended for use on open water an� wbuld­
not need to be moved in flood times. As these nests were not- put in 
place until late, no use has yet been made of them and, of cout'se, 
the birds had ample use of the more familiar drums. 

7. SUMMARY

7.1 Why use artificial nests?

Artificial nests were used because of -

(a) J.ack of suitable sites, such as hollow trees, stumps,
holes in rocks, etc

(b) the vulnerability of natural nests to cats, dogs, etc
in the absence of islands, which meant that natural
nests had to be in the grass on the wetland margins

\ 

(c) artificial nests facilitated a closet study of the
health of the birds eggs, numbers, shell quality,
hatchability and numoer of clutches laid by individual
birds.
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So far, it would seem the initiai idea of drums open at eilhi 
end has paid off, but the metal drums are not as long-laslirn 
as the plastic. Advantages of this. drum over the plastic an 

(a) cooler, and

(b) allows easy escape when nest is checked by observer, or
attacked by predator.

Vertical plastic drum nests with a hole in the side are 

(a) darker, which may make them more acceptable to shy birds

(b) better sheltered from wind and rain.

Their disadvantages include 

(a) hotter in late seasons, and

(b) no easy escape

NB: An obvious disadvantage of all artifi�ial nests is that 
they are all fairly obvious to vandals and predators. 

Floating nests: no conclusions yet have been made as they 
have not been in place long enough. 

Predators 

Stray cats are common, but do not appear to have any marked 
effect on bird numbers, but trapping would be an advantage. 

7.2 Natural predators 

7.3 

A pair of Whistling Ea_gles is generally in t�is area and tak 
an occasional duck, buLmore frequently White-�aced Heron ar 
the choice. As these birds are natural scavengers, their 
presence is welcomed; they are very valuable in removing any 
dead or sick birds, thus preventing the spread of disease. 

Other hawks are occasionally sighted but are only part of th 
natural environment, and valuable as 'such. 

Vandalism 

The worst example was the shooting of several s�ags and the 
puncturing of some nest drums by some idiot with a shotgun, 
the dead birds being left to pollute the water. This year, 
two teenage no-hopers in a canoe took two clutches of Grey 
Teal eggs and broke them. Co-operation by local poljce and 
Shire officers has hopefully stopped this. 

Public access to area 

The sanctuary is bbunded by a gravel road which is not 












































