stirred one of our senier Pird b
Bl Lane, tw Grand Daddy’ of fird fnashisg o
NEW. Bill was responsible for e basading of the
15 year old Litde Ter @ Ha wug shand,
Moeweasile recently retrzpped by David Ceening,
The first adule Litgle Yerns banded 1 MEW wer
probably those banded by Bi Lane i 1964 wao
noticed i @ gh percentage of Lireds repinsd i
son-breeding plamape, This led w the suapicion
it these birds bred in the noitherh hemisphon and
migrated soutl during e posthern bomisphei
winter, This was only recenily proven purrest with
one of diese binds betng recovered nesting i Japan,

tiarly bunding of Curiew Sandpipers st Canada Bay,
Swidiey inl959 and st the Dotrasee, MEW wad
carried out by B Lane and his  colleagues.
However Bill would Hke o koow wh banded e
first waders in Australia? wihich he thinks zo bk
s two Redenecked Stims in 195455 ftefore Bill's
cetirement 1o Cufls Hurbour lie was very active un
the bird banding seene and woubd rarely s op i
opportmity 1o bad birds, capecially i H owas 8
spocies i was safansiliar with, Photographs of Bin
b 4 tiny dingy seversl mikes offshore cawlhing
Albativss. with wing-spans loager ghi the bou, ae
just some of the early Hnpressions of Bill. Spennd
oty o bis banding “tick fist’ 15 his affsbure island
“fick Hst'. Bl and some of his yowget (Ips
were fesponsible for contributing 0 ihe seabind
ssland series published in osella’ visting islands
around sore of the most ishospiable goastiineg
Ausiradia by o offer. Visits {o numeious islands,
(0 decwment he bresding coloniss of soabinds, and
ather  bipds, mcluding waders  weie inpvarialdy
aswociated with  habr-raisiug lapdipes on rochy
ahores which dida’t always have dry vindings.

mill's otsmanding copibwiom o oud kaowledge
and conservation of binds hes preenily  beEn
recugiised by the NSW amd ACT groups of the
RAOU when be was award the jmugurd Jolin
Hubbs' Medal in Syduey on 25 March 1UGs

EREEDING  CONDITIONS  IN RUSEIAN
TUNORA - Pavel Towkovich

{from ihg Annual Report of the Hugsian Working
Girnup on Waders)

Late spring was cond, but e weather condittons
were  goud  in generad sor breeding  waders,
grearding o repurts on 55 ameas of Hussian Actic
fromn Kola o i Chukuisky peninsuie. The
prediciion of poak suntbers of lsnnnings 8 sotie
pogions of Siheria proved corsect. High dengities of
Asctic Pox. Snrwy Owl aml Jaegers were prresetit iy
these reglong, However lons puinhers dechined
i many & gulting in predators syeitching font
lemmings 25 prey fo birds g and chicks, This led
(o 2 dower than expeolel sucvess 1ate during
wder breeding season. Large numbers af predators

]

o
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and low numbere of Jenmaings i6 1905 will esuli
1 o lower (hap avernge sucuess 1ai acenrding o
predicgiong,

WA MEWES - Mike Benfond

est nows coucrins Houded Plovers. The
weekend of 2627 January was seleuted for & count
andd one proup of awnters sargeted sal lakes jui the
repion of Dsperance; Lyown fur farge mainbers of
Houded Plovers u seminier, The result a Aok of
1,570 (ool a typing erivor Oi Lake Guse aml
anoilier 400 birds on other §ies thrcughout e
South-Waest, As ts porival for Ho wipd Plovess on
ihis side ui Acstrabia, 85% of sightings wefe on
fakes, 13% in estearies and guly 2% o husches. A
comprabensive eport an fhe WA Houded Flover
survey s belmy prepared by conrdimuns FPhyllis
Beniley, Max Hailey, Breada Hewhey and Alait
Jeontes for the June issue of WA Bird Moies.
gy 10

Cyclone Bobby, el izolatcd Weston Austratia
for a wihile by severing roud and sail links auross
e Muttirbor Plain, benefited some waders. Tndaud
brkes whiclh have been vy since 1973 are s0W
averfiowing and Banded Stiles were on epys within
4 furtalght. Sclentisis from e WA Departmont oi
Copgervation and Land Mamsgeaent arc wostiioriny
Hielr piogress, (e ‘anded Solts Quick of e
sk, s nowstelter.

The Danding avm of the WA Woader S1ady Gowp
bas stresohed ity wsts recently. While 63 birds m @
cannon-net might fol seem Hnpressive, i was 4
pleasing result at & site not SO from rosh-hout
sraffic o Perth’s minin freeway. W Twope 10 use the
gite seaularly.

DRODME BIRD GBESERVATORY
REPORT

roome's shorchivds were in the fipnetiphs agans lst
yiar wilh “Tulk 1o the Anfmals”, a smtional TY
program filwed hese  carly Decowlr. AB 4,30
Srurd it mns-neting in e angroves. purnied up
a 1E vear old Whie-lreasied Whistler alony with
Yoellow White-eyes, Savred Kingfisher and Dusky
Ceryeone, Then it w Gff 1o T the amsses ol
shorehizds ar tiely high dide ronsis. The fibin crew
were presly impressed, ds oo tiwe they had
spectacalar fuotage of Roehock Bay wildlile

T seenss that shorebirds are fust Becoining & popular
attraction to the general public, as we met the sam
il erew only a week laer Melbourz on i
first weekend of our holidays, The VR were
canpoeneting Castern Curlow at the  Gurdies,
Westernport Bay and “Talk W fic Anbinais” weie
Sihaing tie cateli, 1 seemed o us {having esuapad
die joys of soiting ap the nel), 1© by perfeet caich,
i was very clear, calin morning and 40 Bastern
Cuplew were ronsting quivtiy on the salimarsh a8
Clive fhed the not over dem, I felt strauge o be
fitting orange leg-flags, slier so nauy yeltow ohey
{nurili-west Ausgalia’s flay colous) aed 1y be




