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The tour involved presentations hy Drs Driscoll and
Zikuov illusteating the importaut link between Russia
and Augtralia with Japan. Evening talks at visits to
sach gite were attended by [ocal wetinnds groups and
reprosontatives  of the media.  Infocuation was
exchanged about Russian, Australian and loocal
ronearch and conservation olforls. An overview of
shorabird and Littlec Tern handing was presonted by
Shigeta Yoshimitsu of the Yamashina [nstitute for

Ornithology at the Takya meeting.

It is hoped that the tour will result in a greatar
awarencss by the Japanage psople of the international
impuortance of focal wetlands and the need for
international covperation for the congervation of
shorebirds and their habitat. The link hetween
Australia and Japan was demeonsteated by the pressnce
of coluur-flagged Bar-tailed Godwits frem Gueensiand
and New Zealand during the tour and observatinns of
coloursflagged wadars by mombers of ol proups who
attended the visity at the various sites.

Japan has lost great expanses of tidal flate during the
iast few decades due to development,
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Australia has somtintied a2 the Banded Stilt breeding

tocations In the Goldfiels, The ABC Natural | listory

Unit also nade a follow up visit in late May to film
chick creching and Helying.

Queratl it appearsthat breeding success was good with
and excellent survival rate of young birds to tledging,

Mark Lamblz, the ABC cameraman, reported *“tens of
thousands” of well grown chicks on the western eid of
Lake Ballard. It seems that althohigh the chicks could
swim and feed in the nornmal metre desp water during
their first fow days after hatching they preferred to
gradually make their way dovn to the shallow partz of
tlie take, 30 kms away, For the bulk of their Hedpging
peried. There Hiey marched around on the wet mud or
vary shallow water picking up minute itesna of feosd -
theught to be too small o be the traditional hrine
ghrimps.

M confrast the sceompanying adults, witich had
greatly reducad in numbers as the clioks gradually
caalcsecd into huadred strong groups, seemed o Find
Readling unentisfaglory. They thus periodicatly lofl the
elricks and flew to deeper water, presumably to tized on
the now abutdant supply of brine shrimps.
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In contrast to Lake Torrens in 1Y8Y there has
apparently been no “zecond round” of breeding at Lake
Ballard. Plenty of aduits are still prosent o the lake
lowever amd some exciled gatherings and oven
capulation have been obsetved, and 30 a luriber
nesting evant may accl,

A small nesting colony (5000 pairs} did form on
nearby Lake Marmion and at least 2000 chicks were
gean in June, but nesting success was probably lower
than at Lake Ballacd due to the vepniar presenca of a
Wedge-tailed Bagle and a Peremine Faloou at the
colony.

Considerable success was achieved in banding and
colour-Hagging chicks, with vearly 1000 birds being
marked altogether. [t was reagonably straightforward
to catch chicks in a handnet from a moving boat.
When Dbirds were shll in Family pativs it wag
necesaary te only cateh payt of the brood. 'This
precautionary procedure was also toflowed with larger
groups of chicks. 1t dosa incidentally pravida yat
anotlier contrast between Banded Stils aad other
waders. Handed Stilts do not defend their younyg and
40 not carry out agitaied disteaction displays auch as
the “broken-wing trick” ke ather wadera,

A further aerinl survey is planncd for miid July to see
if any fucthier nestivg atompéy have been made and to
log the wimmbers nf adult and juvenile birds still
prasent. 'Uhe water levels are holding up well, which is
acouraging.

Would everyone in Western Ausiralin, please keep n
Wokout for banded/Magyged birds? Mease aleo monilor,
by regular counts, the returu of bieds fo traditional
noin-breeding areas ag they leave the drying salt lakes
i the future,

Clive Minton, Jim [Lane & Grant Fearson
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. : conducted by
Hokkaido Shortland
Wetlands Centre for the Kooragaug Wetlaila
Rehabilitation Project, { was recently Fortunate enough
to spend a month, from mid-May to mid-fuie, in
Hoaklkeaido, Jnpan studying Latham’s Snipe. My family
amd § were acoompanied during the first week of the
trip by Mike Weston of the Royal Aosteatasian
Opuithologists {Jnionn and  the AWSG. Mike,
ineidentally, is quite i impressive zight i« anit. iy
hoped that the RAOU and the Austealian Natore
Qgnservation  Ageunoy, ih conjunction with the
Witdbird Suclety of Japan and the Japanesc

“go.
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