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Attention: Mr 3 Lane

FENCING - PELICAN POINT

Further tc our conversation, I wish to advise that the N=ticonal
Parks Board agromd in principle at its meptlng on Z1 February
1975 for the fencing of Pelican Point with 5'- 6' cyclone wire.

I should be grateful if you uould hdélp in the prpoafdniwn of
an aleT“”Llﬁﬂ to the Australian Government for a grant for this
work.,
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January 22, 1975
- Dear Dr. Snit.h,

You will, of course, be aware that

. Pelican Point is a most important resting site

for transequitorial migratory wading birxds. 3

Almost inevitably there has been increased .
disturbance of this area over the years, and

I would be most pleased if you would be prepared -
* ¢o allow Jim Lane, a Research Officer of this . ' = °°

Department, to talk with you about possible. vays el el sl
and means of reducing this disturbance. . . ot R -
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I mat with Dr. Smith and Mr. Gorringe. this morning. ;}iV“ﬁ ‘rf f
Thayummra in’ oomplets agreemant with the two most impo:gnnt

printa of my proposals, namely to construct a fence axbund the
point and to prohihit public access. AT favﬂ, ‘

if apprqyal in principla is grantad then Mr. Gorringe aﬁ. i
©owill prepare a datailad plnn ‘for' submission to the: bqard andf
then to the Australian Govt. seeking federal: funds.. I hane VAL

+ in mind here the Auntralia - Japan migratory hirds treaty.
"
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Dr. F. Smith XXXXX 25.5988

Director,

National Parks Board,
Hackett Drive,
CRAWLEY W.A. 6009

January 22, 1975

Dear Dr. SNith'

You will, of course, be aware that
Pelican Point is a most important resting site
for transequitorial migratory wading birds.
Almost inevitably there has been increased
disturbance of this area over the years, and
I would be most pleased if you would be prepared
to allow Jim Lane, a Research Officer of this
Department, to talk with you about possible ways
and means of reducing this disturbance.

Yours sincerely,

o

(B.K. Bowen)
DIRECTOR
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HMrs, M.

S. Czrne

108 Burke Drive
ATTADALE, W.A., 6156,

Dear lirs, Carne

The following is a 1ist of birds which you are likely to
encounter on the tidal flats of Attadzle and Alfred Cove
during the months, September to April.

1.

2,

3e

Red-necked Stint: emallest of the waders - flocks
of up to 4,000 birds.

Curlew Sandpiper: second most abundant floeks up
to 600 birds.

Sharp~tailed Sandpiper: once abundant on the Swan
River « now only 5 - 10 birds are seen at once.

The above three species form the large mixed flocks of emall
waders which you have seen.

4o
56

Grey Plover - flocks up to 60 birds.
Bar-tailed Godwit -~ up to 90 birds.

6. & 7. EKnot & Great Knot - difficult tc scparate from

8.
9.

10.
11.

12,
You may
13
14,
15.
16.
17.

flocks of up to 70 birds,
Avocet - very distinective bird - flocks up to 200 birds.

Black-winged Stilt - similar to avocet - flocks up to
20 birds,

Greenshank - common in Alfred Cove - 10 or so birds.

Common Sandpiper - also in Alfred Cove - identified by
its "Stiff flight" and its habit of "bobbing" head and

Red-capped Dotterel - small parties on the dry sand.
also see the occasional:-

Bastern Golden Plover

Large Sand-Dotterel

Whimbrel

Black~talled Godwit.

Grey~tailed Tattler

B



18, Terek Sandpiper

19. Turnstone
The above nineteen spa2cies of birds are "waders"., Vith
the exception of the Avocet, Black~winged Stilt and Red-
ki O R s e
referred to as "transequatorial migratory waders".
In addition to waders you will also see:-

20, Black Swans

21, Grey Teal - very abundant.

22, Black Duck - few.

23, llountain Duck - numerous.

24, White faced Heron - occasional

25, Vhite Egret - infrequent

26, Caspian Tern

27. Crested Tern.

28, Fairy Tern

29, Whiskered Tern

30. Silver Gull

31. Pied Cormorant

32, Little Pied Cormorant

33. Black Cormorant

34. lLittle Black Cormorant

35. Pelican,
The book to use for field identification is "Field Guide to
Australian Birds" by Peter Slater. Serventy's "Birds of
Western Australia" 1s alsc useful to refer to.

Thank you once again for the trouble you went to to report
the deaths of those Red-necked Stint,

Kind regards,

) web™
S L\ M A ol

[rn phot o)
J.A.K,LANE, w d e ﬁ'(w
Research Officer Jorth ﬂ)ﬁ”
Fauna Research Branch., ¢ o
e e === gk 4> )
October 16, 19753. L(J ;‘*131 [
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234 Burke Drive -
Alfred Cove 3 6154

18/12/72.

Dear Mr. Lane ,

I haven't acknowledgeéyour interesting letter predérring to wait
till T could get a chance of examining the book you mentioned, I've
looked round the bookshops unsuccessfully but on Friday I thought I'd
take another look at Albert's s and there they had a small pile of them
in a prominent position . It only togk the briefest glance at the pages
to decide th&t this was the finest bi book I've ever seen. The
team who prepared the materialeigéceftainly to be congratulated on
the new standard they hace introduced in bird identification . T
bought one of course .

My bird watching I'm afraid hasn't been too successful this season .

I don't seem to strike just that level of tidal water which brings the
birds close in ., On every occasion they are well out ., Next time T'11
try about 5.a.m when the water is beginning to recede,

Your figures were very helpful . The only bird I might add would be the
occasional sanderling I think I've recognised at both Rottnest and
Matilda Bay . I'm going on the generally light coloured appearance |,
size ,and particularly its way of moving along , trotting without any
flying , throwing its feé&t out like a trotter . My bitd however could be
a fenale red necked dotterel who has isolated itself,

Certain birds I've missed greatly to my regret j; the black winged stilt,
the godwitt . Even the ducks are at present notable absentees although
I have seen them lately in fair numbers .

I have seen an occational greenshank , and a regular group of avocets .
I have been watching a bird smaller than the grey plover and less dumpy
less lonely and less serious looking , This perhaps is the golden
plover . Fairly long legs and short dark beak 3 generally darkish
brown colour but lighter round the head which is small in relation to
the body .
The 1little stints are all there but I can't find the curlew sandpiper
among them . A small sandpiper about eight inches in comparison to
the stint's 6 inches has a shortish beak ( certainly not curlew curved)
and perhaps this might be the common s.p. or the sharptailed SePe
General colouring is considerably darker than the stint .

The turn stone so conspicuous at Rottnest because it is not a very shy
bird I have never seen here .,

There are always a few red necked dotterel using both beach and sand
What puzzles me is that most appear to be females lacking the red
top and the prominent black streak through thr eye .

At Rottnest lately I noted the return of the stilts; T fancy they were
a little later in return . They make a wagnificent sight assembled

in mass standing in Government House Lake ., A recent proposition to
use that lake for power skis brought from me a terrific protest and I
succeeded in a resolution that no power boats of any kind be permitted
on the lake system without reference to the conservation authoirty .

I do hope you might find it possible to drop me a note when you have
something of special interest .Jith the fine book at hand I'1ll be

motivated to keep trying.

In the meantime all my best wishes for the Xmas season and especially fo
for the new year . May it be full of interesting things for gou

-
A AN
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¥r, T, Sten,
234 Burke Drive,
ALFRSD COVE, W.,A. 6154,

Dear Mr, Sten,

7th November, 1972.

As promised, below is a list of waders which I have positively

identified at Pt. Vaylen.

I have indicated the number of each species which you are likely
to see on an average day at this time of the year.

Little Stint -
Curlew Sandpiper -
Sharp-tailed Sandplper-~

Red-necked Avocet -
Grey Plover -
Eastern Golden Plover
Black-winged Stilt

Bar- tailed Godwit -
Greenshank -
Red-capped Dotterell -~
Common Sandpiper -

Ruddy Turnstone -
Banded Stilt -
Terek Sandpiper -

Blaock-tailed Godwit

4,000
600 from mixed flocks.
70

120
30
5
a few seen ocecasionally.
15
10
15
occasionally, a few are always
seen in Alfred Cove.
very occasional.
very occasional.
rare,
rare.

Kind Regards,
SHA

J.A,K. TANE,
RESBARCH OFFICER,
PAUNA RuSEARCH BRANCH.,



Mre B.R.C, Connell ’
Planning Officer,
Town Planning Department.

17e4e7204

Dear Brian,

As promised, here is a summary of my observations on the
wildlife of the Canning River between the Riverton and
Nicholson Rd. bridges.

1. Hydrology and Vegetation

The hydrology and vegetation of this stretch of the Can-
ning River are greatly influenced by the Kent St. Weir.

a) Below the weir the salinity of the river fluc-
tuates in a yearly cycle. Salinity rises steadily during
summer due to the tidal movement of salt water into the
3wan - Canning River system from the sea, Salinity
reaches & peak in late summer, The first heavy rains of
winter flush this salt water out of the river, replacing
it with freshwater, -

The vegetation below the wair is therefore a
"salt water-tolerant" plant association. The islands and
banks of the river are lined with swamp sheoke (Casuarina
glanca) , . paperbarks (lelaleuca gp.) and saltwater ree&s.

There are, however, two noteworthy freshwater
swanps situated close to this saltwater influenced section
of the river. These are the swamps of Riverton (at the
junction of High Road and Riley Road), and Wilson (near
Kent Strest)e - i\

The shoreline of the first has been cleared of
" much of its vegetation, however the second contains large

banks of bulrush (Typha angustifolia).

b) ~ Since the Kent Street Weir prevents the incursion
of salt water further upstream during summer, the water of
this upper region of the river is fresh all year round.
The vegetation is correspondingly of & freshwater variety.
The banks are still linmed with paperbark trees, however

the Casuar anca is entirely replaced by the Flooded
Gum (Luc 8 Iu « The saltwater-tolerant reeds are
algo replaced by the bulrush, a typieal freshwater rush,

2, Wildlife

The following species of birds were seen within the study
arca during two surveys by canoe:

a) Above and below the weir

White Bgret
Wihite=faced lleron

Mr, Jim Lane,



Black Duck

. Grey Teal

"' Dusky Moorhen
Coot
Pied Cormorant
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australian Little Grebe
Hoary-headed Grebe
Silver Gull
Whistling Kite

b) Above the weir only
Black Swan
Night Heron
' Sacred Kingfisher
Reed Warbler
Australian Darter

c) 3Below the weir only

Greenshank

Tattler

Perigrine Falcon

Osprey

Caspian Tern

, Crested Tern .

It is very 11keiy,that anothenl7 species of birds which
were not seen during the survey frequent the reeds and . -
rushes of this stretch of the Canning River, These birds
are very secretive in their habits and are therefore .

rarely seen., Generally they feed, roost and nest 'in léfge
banks of rushes, These species are: )

Spotless Crake
Marsh Crake |
Spottéd Crake
Banded landrail
Lewin Water Rail
Corncerake

Little Grass-bird

The muddy shallows of the Riverton lake form the only puite
able feeding grounds for flocks of wading-birds within the
study area. On one visit 35 White-headed Stilt and 56 Redw
necked Avocet were seen feeding in the shallows. Other
speclies on this lake were: ‘

Black Swan
Black Duck
Grey Teal



Whita-faced Heron
Little Black Cormorant.

In conclusion, it should be stressed that the carrying
capacity (ahiiity to support wildlife) of any area is
deternined by the amount of natural vegetation present.
Any reduction in the area of natural vegetation, there-
fore, has a corresponding effect on the carrying capo=
city of the area, The banks of bulrushes in the lake
near Kent Ste, and also along the riverbank upstream
from the weir, are particularily 1m€ortant in this
ragh 1+ is therefore important that every o251 be
nad# %o retain these areas in their natural statés

JehoK, Lang.
Res 0 Ls

Fauna Research B .



1 aNce
Dr, D.L. Serventy, Pr- J. Lanec.

Wildlife Research,
CoeSeI.Re0.

Clayton Road,

HELENA VALLEY. W.A. 6070

9.4.72.

Dear Dr. Serventy,

Your book "Birds of Western Australia" shows only two records
of the Marsh Sandpiper (Irinca stapmatilis) in the south of

this state. These are lLiake Jandakob 1950, and Lake Cooloon-
gup 1956, '

At 1600 hours last Tuesday (27th March) I saw two birds of
this species at Pt Waylen (Swan River). The birds were
resting on the shoreline, the tidal flats being well-covered.
Identification wis positive, I was able to walk within 20
yards of the pair and had 10 by 50 binoculars plus Slater's
"Field Guide %o Australian Birds" with me at the time., I
watched the birds for some 5 minutes before putting tham to
flight. The following characteristics werc used for iden-
tification.

1) long straight beak -~ not upturned like the Green-
shank,

2) plumage and olive colour of legs.

3) snall size - a Grey Plover was standing with them
for comparison.

4) white rump and lower back in flight.
5) legs extending well beyond tail in flight.

6) cry was "tew" instead of characteristic "chew -
cnew - chew" of Greecnshank,

Andrew Burbidge has also asked me to tell you that he and
R.F., Dear saw a pair of the idarsh Sandpiper at Kyalina Pool,
{looley River, liooley Station in September 1969. This is
recorded in the Department's report on "Millstream",

I feel sure these observations will be of interest to you.
Kind regards,

J.A.K. Tiane.
Reaeareh Officer.

Mauna Research Dranch.
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