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Much of the South-west Marine Region has high species diversity and beyond. As a result, species that are generally associated with
and endemism (meaning species that are found nowhere else). Australia’s tropical waters can often be found in the South-west
This is attributed to a range of factors including the continent’s Marine Region. The satellite image below shows currents and

65 million years of geological isolation. In the Great Australian eddies off the Western Australian coast in the autumn.

Bight an incredible 85 per cent of known fish species, g5 per cent
of known molluscs and 90 per cent of known echinoderms (sea
stars, urchins and sea cucumbers) are thought to be unique to the
area. By comparison, in tropical regions of Australia, it has been
estimated that only 13 per cent of fish, 10 per cent of molluscs and
13 per cent of echinoderms are endemic.

Around 38 species of cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises)
inhabit the Region. These include endangered blue whales,
attracted by the krill that abounds in upwellings particularly to
the south and west of Kangaroo Island, and around the rim of the
Perth Canyon.

Off the west coast of Western Australia is one of the world’s marine Within the Great Australian Bight, southern right whales, also
biodiversity hotspots, with high levels of endemism in corals, fish, listed as endangered under the EPBC Act, breed during the
snails and lobsters. To the north, tropical species dominate the winter-spring period in the Region’s shallow sandy bays. Another
South-west Marine Region’s ecosystems, but further down the important species, the Australian sea lion, also inhabits the area
coast more temperate marine plants and animals dominate. and is currently listed as threatened.

The South-west Marine Region is also rich in seabird life with 81
of the 110 known Australian seabird species found in the Region.
It has been estimated that more than 1.5 million pairs of seabirds,
including short-tailed shearwaters and little penguins, regularly
breed in South Australia. Other important bird species, such as
albatrosses, petrels and prions also inhabit the Region.

Nullarbor

Currents are major contributors to the unique ecosystems of the
South-west Marine Region. The Leeuwin and Flinders Currents,
and seasonal current systems such as the Capes Current, act as
conveyor belts, carrying marine plants and animals over great
distances. The Leeuwin Current funnels warm tropical waters down
the coast of Western Australia and into the Great Australian Bight

The Great Australian
Bight Marine Park

www. deh.gov.au/coasts/mpa/gab




“12doug uiydpleq pue ‘Ysynyp ueljesnsny Isap)

‘ysy uoswes pue saddeus apn|pul uoiSay aullely 1SIM-YINOS 3Y3 Ul
sa133ds |euonieaidal sejndod "saidads eas-dasp jo a8uel e 1281e3 03
a10ys4jo Jayiny Suirow AjZuisealsul ale OYm sIaysy [BUOIIRIIDI
ale saads ysy suoiZay aya ui 3sa193ul ue yiim 3jdoad JayaQ

“uiseg 1ySig

pue neaie|q 21sijeiniep ‘uiseg Yiiad ayl — |ernualod wnajosiad
Y1IM SUISBQ J213U014 92143 payliuapl sey uoilelojdxa ‘uoiSay aullep
159M-41n0§ 33 uj uoidnpold seS pue |10 3UBLIND OU SI 313U IIYM

S191EM [BUOIISUBLY 1S2U03

siv3em a3esadiuie) Wiem 13U03 UBDIY

DUINOI] UIAYINOS

5 e 2duln0lg
adulnolyg “\/,,,,_//*'/ 1s9MYy3Nog
J|no 12duadg uonisuel)

uonisu
1y8ig ueljensny 1eain 1sUEIL

1samyanos
aloysu|

"el|RJISNY YINOS Ul ej|eAYp) pUB pIeudAdY| ‘dlild 1104

*10103s a.mjnoenbe ay3 ul pakojdwa 0og Jayiing e pue uoiSay aullely ‘ujoduIT 3104 ‘apIRaPY 3104 pUE ‘Bl[ElISNY UIISIAA Ul UOIP[eIdn) pue
1s9m-yanos ay3 ssouoe Aasnpui Suiysy ays Aq pakojdwa Adaiip aie aouesads3 ‘Ainqung ‘Aueqy se yons siiod woiy pa1dnpuod si apesd
a|doad 009‘€ ueyl a0y “1eak e uoljjiw oov$ Sulieau uoonposd seljesisny jo agejuadiad a31e| v "a)3uBWaL4 JO qny ueado Jofew aya

40 anjen ssoi8 e aAey ‘s1a3em 21e1S Ul 3ySned Ajasow ‘umeid pue 03 sinogJey Suiysy |jews wolj a8uel asay] "uoiSay dulle|y 1SIM
Buniym 281020 Sury “yueys ‘doj|eds ‘auojeqe “421sqo| 3201 ‘saLIdYsY -an0S a3 01 3uddelpe ale (s1o1em 21835 UlyIIM |[B) stiod Ayuam|

pageuew-alels ueljesisny yinog pue ueijeiisny 1S9\ 3yl ayl uj

"Ysy Jo yaiom uol|jiw obt§ punose 1ySned uoiSay aya

Ul saLIaysy paZeUBLI-IUBWULIIAOY UBIRIISY UIYIIM dAIIDE SIBYSY
‘€ooz u| yjueys pue ul| ‘ejjerast aka-an|q ‘euny akagiq pue
uymo|[aA ‘euna uyan|q usayanos Suipnpdul saiads jo aSuel e 1281e3
uoIZay BY3 Ul SaLIBYSY |B1DIaWWI0D PaSeUBLI-IUSWUIDA0N Uel|RIIsNy

“aimynaenbe pue

$3131A1308 20Ua)ep ‘Suip|ing-diys pue 1eoq ‘uorieiojdxa sed pue |10
‘Burddiys ‘wsiinol paseq-auriew ‘Suiysy [e12awwod apnpul uoiSay
3ULIB 3SAM-YINOS Y3 YIIM paleidosse saliasnpul aultew Jolepy

“3uswaeuew adinosal auiew Alesodwaiuod ‘ur JuswafeSus
pue ‘4o a8pajmouy| se [jom se ‘saais aSe1rsay pue sadiadeld [ein3jnd
y8noiy3 pautesurew ase uoiay ay3 03 ajdoad euiSiiogy jo sy
Buninpua sy “sieak jo spuesnoys Auew oy uoiSay auLiely Isam

"BI[BJISNY YINOS PUE BI|RIISNY UIBISIN JO SIITUNWWOD
-43nos 3y pasn pue pageuew ‘ui paal| aney ajdoad [euiBiioqy

pue sa1115 aya Suideys ul ajou Jolew e pakejd aney seusnpul auLiep




It is important that all those who use and care for the ocean and
its ongoing health understand how Marine Bioregional Plans may
affect them.

In 2005, the Australian Government brought its programme of
regional marine planning directly under the EPBC Act — one of

the most comprehensive pieces of environmental legislation in
operation anywhere in the world.Under this new approach, Marine
Bioregional Plans will now be developed under section 176 of the
EPBC Act.

Section 176 of the EPBC Act provides a general description of the
provisions a Marine Bioregional Plan may include:

. Descriptions of the biodiversity, economic, social and
heritage values of the Region.

. The objectives of the Plan relating to biodiversity and
other values.

. Priorities, strategies and actions to achieve the
objectives.

. How the community can be involved in the Plan.

. Mechanisms for monitoring and reviewing the Plan
over time.

How will Marine Bioregional Plans be used?

The Minister for the Environment and Heritage will have to
consider the contents of Marine Bioregional Plans when making
decisions under the EPBC Act that are relevant to a marine region.
For example, in considering whether a fishery should be granted
export approval, the Minister will take into account the way any
potential impact by that fishery on the marine environment is
managed.

The Marine Bioregional Plans will help ensure decisions can be
made consistently, and will give industry advance notice of the key

conservation values and the Government's conservation priorities
in each bioregion.

When will the marine bioregional planning programme be completed?

Marine bioregional planning is underway under the leadership of
the Marine Division of the Department of the Environment and
Heritage. The Plans will be progressively completed over the next
four to six years.

How do we engage with stakeholders?

The Government recognises the importance of all ocean users and
coastal communities and will actively engage them in the planning
process.

There will be consultation at key points in the planning process.
There will also be formal consultation on each Draft Plan as
required under the EPBC Act.

What does this mean for industry?

Marine industries will benefit from this new approach. Once a
Marine Bioregional Plan is in place, marine industry proponents will
have a comprehensive information system to draw on to help them
understand the obligations they have under the EPBC Act for that
marine reglon.

Industries have generally been supportive of the EPBC Act, because
it focuses on achieving environmental outcomes rather than
prescribing ways in which they must be achieved. This means that
industry has more flexibility in how it meets obligations.

How are the State Governments involved?

The States and the Northern Territory are responsible for the
marine environment for the first three nautical miles from the
shore. In Western Australia, the State also has responsibility under
the Offshore Constitutional Settlement for the management of
most fish stocks out to the 200 nautical mile limit of the Australian
Fishing Zone. Many ecological processes work across both the State
and Commonwealth waters. Therefore, the Australian Government
will work cooperatively with all States, in this case Western
Australia and South Australia, in developing and implementing the

Marine Bioregional Plans.
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Image information

Cover: Background image and compass illustration - Chloe Lucas. Details of
red snapper, short-headed seahorse and gorgonian fan - Marine Life Society
of South Australia.

Page 1: Maps of Australia’s Marine Regions - Commonwealth of Australia.
© Commonwealth of Australia 2006

Page 2: Satellite image courtesy of NASA/GSFC Orbimage SeaWiFS Project.

Southern right whale photograph by Clive McMahon, Australian Antarctic Information contained in this publication may be copied or reproduced for
Division - Commonwealth of Australia. Kelp gull - Tim Prior. Organpipe study, research, information or educational purposes, subject to inclusion
sponge - Marine Life Society of South Australia. of an acknowledgment of the source.

Page 3: Submarine and dolphin - Department of Defence. Marine seismic For more copies of this brochure please contact:

survey acquisition courtesy of Veritas DGC Inc. LPG tanker in outer port

- Fremantle Port Authority. Tuna fishing - Elise Hardiker. Map of Marine COMMUNITY INFORMATION UNIT

Bioregions in the South-west - Commonwealth of Australia. Australian Government Department of the Environment and Heritage

Email: ciu@deh.gov.au
Page 4: Western Australian salmon, vermillion seastar and warty prowfish Freecall: 1800 803 772
- Marine Life Society of South Australia.

Page 6: Ornate cowfish and giant cuttlefish - Marine Life Society of South
Australia. Fishing boat - Chloe Lucas.

Back cover: Southern rock lobster, bryozoans and southern basketstar
- Marine Life Society of South Australia.
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