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The Schedule of Declared Rare Flora 

The Schedule (list) of Declared Rare Flora is reviewed annually. 

Plants which are protected flora declared under the Wildlife Conservation Act may be 
recommended for gazettal as declared rare flora if they satisfy the following criteria: 

i) 

ii) 

iii) 

The taxon (species, subspecies, variety) is well-defined, readily identified and 
represented by a voucher specimen in a State or National Herbarium. It need not 
necessarily be formally described under conventions in the International Code of 
Botanical Nomenclature, but such a description is preferred and should be 
undertaken as soon as possible after listing on the schedule. 

Have been searched for thoroughly in the wild by competent botanists during the 
past five years in most likely habitats, according to guidelines approved by the 
Director General of DEC. 

Searches have established that the plant in the wild is either: 

a) rare;

b) in danger of extinction (including presumed extinct);

c) deemed to be threatened and in need of special protection.

(Plants which occur on land reserved for nature conservation may be
considered less in need of special protection than those on land designated
for other purposes).

d) presumed extinct.

iv) In the case of hybrids, or suspected hybrids, the following criteria must also be
satisfied:

a) they must be a distinct entity, that is, the progeny are consistent within the
agreed taxonomic limits for that taxon group;

b) they must be [ capable of being] self perpetuating, that is, not reliant on the
parent stock for replacement; and

c) they are the product of a natural event, that is, both parents are naturally
occurring and cross fertilisation was by natural means.

That status of a rare plant in cultivation has no bearing on this matter. The legislation 
refers only to the status of plants in the wild. 

Plants may also be deleted from the schedule of declared rare flora. 

There are currently 378 extant, plus 14 presumed extinct, taxa of declared rare flora as 
listed in the 2006 schedule. Taxa are managed at infraspecific levels, ie at subspecies or 
variety level. 
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