
Nearer to NatureNearer to Nature



EvolutionEvolution

•• The Hills ForestThe Hills Forest
Discovery Centre toDiscovery Centre to
Nearer to NatureNearer to Nature

•• Exploring SwanExploring Swan
Region forest, bush,Region forest, bush,
rivers and beachesrivers and beaches



MissionMission
•• Nearer to Nature interpretationNearer to Nature interpretation

programs provide nature-basedprograms provide nature-based
educational and recreationaleducational and recreational
experiences that raiseexperiences that raise
awareness and understandingawareness and understanding
of natural, indigenous andof natural, indigenous and
historic values to meethistoric values to meet
Department of ConservationDepartment of Conservation
and Land Managementand Land Management’’ss
conservation objectives.conservation objectives.



Staff resourcesStaff resources
 
 
 

Marketing and Promotions Coordinator
Level 4 (shared 70/30 within Swan Region)

Darren Gillespie
(commenced April 2002)

Volunteers

Programs Officer
Level 2

Jarrad Donald
(commenced August 2002)

Contract Guides
(currently under review)

Casual Guides

Programs Coordinator
Level 4

Rohan Swan
(commenced September 2002)

Information Officer
Level 1

Jolene Wallington
(commenced August 2001)

Manager
Level 5

May Carter
(commenced March 2002)



Areas of operationAreas of operation
•• ForestForest
•• Urban bushlandUrban bushland
•• RiversRivers
•• WetlandsWetlands
•• BeachBeach



Interpretive activity criteriaInterpretive activity criteria

•• Nature-based interpretation ofNature-based interpretation of
environmental, cultural andenvironmental, cultural and
historical themeshistorical themes

•• Develop knowledge,Develop knowledge,
understanding and skillsunderstanding and skills

•• Engage and exploreEngage and explore

•• Enjoy and appreciateEnjoy and appreciate



Leadership and trainingLeadership and training

•• Sound knowledgeSound knowledge
•• Presentation skillsPresentation skills
•• Able to develop and tailorAble to develop and tailor

activities to different audiencesactivities to different audiences

•• First aid qualifications andFirst aid qualifications and
understanding of VRMunderstanding of VRM
responsibilitiesresponsibilities



Internal relationshipsInternal relationships

•• EcoEducationEcoEducation

•• Perth Hills DistrictPerth Hills District

•• Swan Coastal DistrictSwan Coastal District

•• Regional ParksRegional Parks

•• VISVIS

•• Indigenous Heritage UnitIndigenous Heritage Unit

•• Bibbulmun Track ProjectBibbulmun Track Project

•• Volunteer CoordinatorsVolunteer Coordinators



Community partnershipsCommunity partnerships

•• Environmental EducationEnvironmental Education Centres Centres

•• Local governmentLocal government

•• Friends of … and conservationFriends of … and conservation
groupsgroups

•• Friends of Bibbulmun TrackFriends of Bibbulmun Track

•• Departments of Education andDepartments of Education and
Sport and RecreationSport and Recreation



Future directionsFuture directions

•• Review current operationsReview current operations
and develop Business andand develop Business and
Marketing PlanMarketing Plan

•• Keep on moving on – PerthKeep on moving on – Perth
and beyond!and beyond!
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