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ABSTRACT 

The need to enhance soil and nature conservation by better 
protecting native vegetation on farmland has long been 
recognised. To achieve this objective in Western Australia, 
the State Government, in late 1988, established the Remnant 
Vegetation Protection Scheme. 

This voluntary Scheme assists farmers to protect and manage 
remnants of native vegetation by providing a fencing subsidy. 
Farmers who accept the subsidy sign an agreement to maintain 
the areas as native vegetation for 30 years. 

In 1988/89 110 farmers were granted the subsidy and 7 855 
hectares of remnant vegetation hav� been protected at a cost to 
Government of $290 000. 

INTRODUCTION 

Many government schemes have been developed which encourage 
private land owners to conserve natural habitat on their 
property. These schemes· range from those which are di-rec ti ve, 
such as South Australian Heritage Agreements which are 
compensation based (1), to those which are entirely voluntary, 
for example the Victorian Conservation Trust (2). 

While these schemes are generally aimed at promoting one or 
more of nature, soil and water conservation; some are directed 
towards providing recreational opportunities. Schemes in the 
United States which promote waterfowl breeding for hunting are 
an example of the latter (3). 

Until 1988 the only statutory means in Western Australia of 
protecting natural vegetation on freehold land were: 

(a) government resumption, an approach that, apart from one or
two very technical cases, has only ever been used by Water
Authority of Western Australia (WAWA), to protect water
catchments;

(b) voluntary s,�e by landholders to government authoriLies;

(c) gift to government by land-owners;

(d) memorials registered against titles by the Commissioner of
Soil Conservation, used for soil conservation purposes;

(e) voluntary agreements made under section 16 of the ·
Conservation and Land Management Act (1988). Such
agreements have little security, and this method has never
been used; and
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