
Pilbara trials of Felixer grooming ‘traps’:

Felid lickin’ good

Judy Dunlop (DBCA) 
John Read (Thylation)@DrJudyDunlop



This project is a collaborative effort between 

DBCA, Thylation, Fortescue Metals Group and Roy Hill



This project took place on Kariara Country
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7/7 Kangaroo Is. radiocollared cats 

found dead within 24h of being squirted 
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A new tool in the toolbox

PROS:

• target specific

• sentinel

• low maintenance

• low ongoing cost

• doesn’t require specialised
personnel

• No contact with toxin or 
firearms

CONS:

• small area of effectiveness per 
unit

• high startup cost

• currently requires significant 
approvals: 

1080 application, 
WA Health or Ag Dept, 
Animal ethics
APVMA permit



Felixer feral cat grooming traps 
were found to be very target 
specific

• All 200 northern quoll visits 
identified as non-targets 

• Identified targets in the 
Pilbara were only feral cats

• 20+ other species in 9 
months (mammals, birds, 
reptiles) were identified as 
non-targets

Felixers will be suited to 
particular situations:

•high-value populations in 
small areas

•Sinks and sources of cats

•Bottlenecked areas and 
islands

Summary
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