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A Busb adventure

Forest Detective Trail

A new EcoEducation program for Middle Childhood
Focus on Year 4 and 5 students

Program overview

This program, which comprises a professional development day at The Hill Forest, a
Training Manual and an excursion, contributes to outcomes of the Curriculum
Framework in the Learning Areas of Science, Society and Environment, Technology and
Enterprise, Mathematics and English. It addresses the core values of Environmental
Responsibility and Civic and Social Responsibility.

Teachers and students participating in the Forest Detective Trail (FDT) will gain an
understanding of the importance of forest and biodiversity conservation. Students are
introduced to the concept of scientific research. They learn how to analyse evidence and
the value of scientific tools.

e Teachers are encouraged to attend a professional development day at The Hills Forest
to gain an overview of the program.

e On booking an excursion teachers will receive an FDT Training Manual. This
provides information for pre and post-visit activities, which prepare students for the
excursion and extend their learning back in the classroom.

¢ During the excursion students role-play as Forest Private Detectives. They participate
in an investigation and assist the Department’s Detectives (Researchers) to solve the
mystery of a missing woylie and some strange radio tracking maps!






