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PLANNING YOUR VISIT

The Abrolhos isabout 60 km west of Geraldton, and
the best time to visit is from March to October
when the wind is most tolerable. Information about
charter boats and day flights can be obtained from
the Geraldton Tourist Bureau.

Camping on the islands is not permitted, though
visitors may go onshore during the day. Pets,
firearms and fires are not allowed on the islands.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

Private vessels must be fully self-contained, as
moorings, fuel, food and water are not available at
the islands. Take extra supplies; bad weather often
causes delays. Ensure that you have enough chain
to anchor in 20 fathoms (40 m) and obtain the
necessary nautical charts - AUS 751 covers the

Abrolhos.

« Some islands have restricted access. Before
leaving for the Abrolhos,contact the Fisheries
Department in Perth on (09) 220 5333, or in
Geraldton on (099) 211 956.

» Obtaining a safe anchorage is crucial and this
should be your first priority on reaching the
islands.

« Boating in the late afternoon or early morning
can be hazardous when reflection from the sun
severely reduces the visibility of the reefs.

« Anchoring in shallow water can be extremely
dangerous when the weather changes - deep
water anchoring is recommended.

» Beware of wind shifts.

« Ensure that you can safely navigate out of your
anchorage if the weather changes for the worse.
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CARE FOR THE ABROLHOS

» Rubbish must be brought back to the mainland
as there is no disposal facility on the islands.

» Bilges should not be pumped in the shallows.
0il and chemical wastes should be disposed of
on the mainland.

» Anchors and chains destroy corals. Always anchor
in sand or mud, away from coral.

o Corals break easily. Avoid touching them when
diving and don’t walk on reefs.

o Nesting birds and other fauna must not be
disturbed.

o Historical items must be left in place to
preserve our heritage. Metal detecting is not
acceptable.

» Conserve fish numbers by taking only what you
need to eat. Fisheries regulations apply.

» Fishing camps and jetties are private property
and off-limits to uninvited visitors - please
respect this.

Further Information:

Fisheries Department Geraldton Tourist Bureau

Fisherman’s Wharf Chapman Road

PO Box 1171 PO Box 187
GERALDTON 6530 GERALDTON 6530
(099) 211 956 (099) 213 999

Department Conservation WA Museum
and Land Management (Geraldton Branch)
7th Floor, Town Towers Marine Terrace

PO Box 72 POBox 112
GERALDTON 6530 GERALDTON 6530
(099) 215 955 (099) 215 080

0847-0391-5M
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THE ABROLHOS ISLANDS
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A VISITOR GUIDE

Abrolhos Islands Consultative Council
@ Department of Conservation and

Land Management &
Fisheries Department of W.A. %
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