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Introduction
Native plants along =~ 70"
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countryside.

They also provide important habitat for many
animals: a home for resident species and a

hospitable corridor for migratory and nomadic
ones.

Beginnings

The Roadside Vegetation Conservation
Committee (RVCC) was formed in 1985 in
response to concern expressed by local
communities, the tourism industry, and the

conservation movement over the deterioration
of roadside vegetation.

Originally established under the WA Land
Resource Policy Council within the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, the
RVCC is now convened by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management. It
replaces the Road Verge Conservation
Committee which discussed similar issues
between 1968 and 1983.

What The Committee Does

The terms of reference of the RVCC are: to co-
ordinate and promote the conservation and
effective management of rail and roadside
vegetation for the benefit of the environment
and the people of Western Australia.

Working within the confines of its limited
resources, the Committee identifies and
classifies roads with special conservation
values such as those through national parks,
State forests and national estate areas. It also
provides guidelines on how to manage
roadsides to best protect their native
vegetation. It does not normally become
involved with roadside vegetation in built-up
areas.

The RVCC seeks to foster communication and
cooperation between various groups involved
in the management of roadside vegetation.

It currently meets at least five times a year,
with two of the meetings in country centres.
Meetings usually last a half-day, although
country meetings incorporate a field
inspection of road verges and require at least
a full day.
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How To Contact The RVCC

For the first time in the history of roadside
conservation committees, a full-time Executive
Officer, based in the Lands and Wildlife Branch
of the Department of Conservation and Land
Management, has been appointed. This officer
provides liaison between the RVCC, the public,
and road managers, as well as servicing the
committee, arranging field inspections, and
pursuing research into ways of achieving the
aims of the RVCC.



