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Aboriginal and
European heritage

Aboriginal people have lived on Peron Peninsula, or Wulyibidi
in the Malgana language, for about 25,000 years. At that time,
much of Shark Bay was an arid valley with little fresh water.

The first written descriptions and images of Malgana lives were
documented by French explorers early in the 19th century.
One of the explorers was French naturalist Francois Péron who
made meticulous descriptions of anthropology, oceanography, Above The flowering of colourful parakeelyas (Calandrinia sp.) in spri
meteorology and zoology during Nicholas Baudin's 1801 and ” Below The red flowering Eremophila glabra.
1803 expeditions. The park bears his name in recognition of his . .
contribution to Australia’s natural and social history. Wildlife
Plants

Shark Bay is an important transition point between t
temperate vegetation zone of WA's south-western region
the desert vegetation zone of the north and east.

Francois Peron National Park

Francois Peron National Park lies within the Shark Bay World
Heritage Area and adjacent to the Shark Bay Marine Park.
The park covers 52,500 hectares of

arid shrublands, rolling sandplains

and spectacular coastal scenery at the

northern tip of Peron Peninsu o )
As a result, two distinct vegetation types are found in the park. The

red sandy plains are dominated by desert-adapted acacias (wattles),
while flowering plants from cooler climates, such as hakeas and
grevilleas, reach their most northern range on the peninsula. Living

Features of Peron Peninsula contributed
to Shark Bay's listing as a World Heritage
Area. Not only is the peninsula an example

of superlative natural phenomena, it also

contains important and significant habitats for the conservation
of biodiversity. These World Heritage values make Francois Peron
one of Western Australia's unique national parks.

Interspersed throughout the park and across Peron Peninsula

re gypsum claypans known as birridas. Thousands of years ago,
when sea levels were much higher than at present, most birridas
were landlocked saline lakes. In more modern times the sea
has invaded some birridas, such as Big Lagoon, to form shallow
inland bays.

Above from left The rich red sands of Peron
Peninsula show the tracks of native animals.

Umbrella bush (Acacia ligulata) is common
throughout Shark Bay, especially on Peron
Peninsula.

Sandalwood (Santalum spicatum) fruit

The distinctive pink flowers of the Shark Bay
daisy (Pembertonia latisquamea).

Right Walking track at Skipjack P

Péron’s visit marked the beginning of European activities

on Peron Peninsula. In the late 1880s a pearling camp was
established at Herald Bight, where pearl shells still litter the
beach. The peninsula was managed as a sheep station until
1990, when it was bought by the State Government. In 1993
Francois Peron National Park was declared. Today, the Peron
Homestead precinct offers visitors an insight into what life was
like during the pastoral era.

at the extreme, these 'pioneer' species have stretched their survival
capabilities to withstand the harsh environment.

Peron Peninsula also boasts a dazzling array of wildflowers. One
of the most striking and abundant flowers is the Shark Bay daisy,
a creeper that displays its large mauve to pink flowers well above
surrounding shrubs. Navigator William Dampier, who collected
plants from the region in 1699, was impressed by the blue-
flowering plants, including wild tomato bush, halgania, and his
namesake, the hoary Dampiera. Dampier's specimens of the pink
coastal thryptomene, a type of heath, are some of the earliest
records of Australian plants. Along with white myrtle, yellow
wattles and purple peas, they form a colourful display
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