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YINJIBARNDI PEOPLE

The broad area of land straddling the Fortescue
River from the Hamersley Range through to the
Chichester escarpment is the homeland of the
Yinjibarndi People. Ngarrari (Millstream) was an
important camp site for inter-tribal meetings.
Visitors camped beside Chinderwariner Pool.
There they feasted on fresh fish and edible plant
roots, harvested wood for spears and collected
rocks for ritual purposes.

MILLSTREAM PASTORAL STATION

Millstream was named in 1861 by the explorer F.T.
Gregory, who reported its favourable grazing
prospects. The pastoral lease, first taken up in
1865, changed hands several times before it was
taken over by Les Gordon in 1925. In its heyday
the station covered more than 400 000 hectares
and ran 55 000 sheep. The present homestead,
built in 1920, housed the Gordon family until
1964. It was a tavern between 1975 and 1986,
when the lease was purchased by the Department
of Conservation and Land Management. It is now
a visitor centre.

THE NATIONAL PARK

Previously two separate parks, the area was
expanded into one park in 1982. Yinjibarndi
People have been trained and employed as rangers
and contract workers.

National park rangers are always glad to help
make your visit more enjoyable and informative.
They regularly visit camping and day use areas.

MILLSTREAM-CHICHESTER NATIONAL PARK

PO Box 835, KARRATHA WA 6714
Phone: (08) 9184 5144
Facsimile: (08) 9184 5146

PILBARA REGIONAL OFFICE

Department of Conservation and Land Management
Cnr Mardie & Lambert Road

Karratha Industrial Estate

PO Box 835, KARRATHA WA 6714

Phone: (08) 9143 1488

Facsimile: (08) 9144 1118

OPERATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Department of Conservation and Land Management
17 Dick Perry Avenue

KENSINGTON WA 6151

Phone: (08) 9334 0333

Visit NatureBase at http://www.naturebase.net
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Most of the 200,000-hectare Millstream-
Chichester National Park is a landscape of rolling
spinifex hills, spectacular escarpments and
winding tree-lined watercourses. In contrast,
there is the lush oasis of the Millstream wetlands.

The arid-land plants and animals respond
dramatically to infrequent rainfall events. The
wetlands support many plant, bird and insect
species, some of which are related to species in
the more tropical Kimberley region.

The area has an interesting cultural history. It was
a focal point for the Yinjibarndi people and an
active pastoral station for more than 100 years. It is
now recognised as a national park with significant
natural, recreational and cultural values.

The park’s shady camping areas near deep pools
attract tourists and locals all year round, although
winter is the best time to visit.

When you visit the park, call into the Millstream
Homestead Visitor Centre, where you can obtain
information on the many features of the park.
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The water that feeds the Millstream oasis springs
from an aquifer, or natural underground reserve,
contained in the porous dolomite rock. This
aquifer is fed by the Fortescue River catchment,
which includes run-off from the Hamersley
Range. The aquifer has an estimated area of 2 000
square kilometres and is believed to contain 1 700
million cubic metres of water.

Used in tandem with the Harding Dam, the
aquifer supplies water to the people of Wickham,
Roebourne, Point Samson, Dampier and Karratha.
The water level is constantly monitored and, in
times of low water, pumps can be used to keep the
Millstream pool topped up and flowing, an
essential safeguard for the long-term survival of
the wetland and its dependent wildlife.
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Wildlife is seldom seen during hot, dry days, which
are prevalent most of the year. Life is governed by
the need to conserve water and keep cool. Plants
flower after rain, when blankets of mulla-mulla and
Sturt Pea cover the landscape. The sold yellow
flowers of the wattles and the orange cockroach
bush provide a dramatic contrast to the hard red
earth. Generally, the winter months, from June to
August, are the best time to see Pilbara wildflowers.

Plants more typical of the tropical north grow
near permanent water pools. Of special interest is
the Millstream palm (Livistona alfredii), with its
fanned, grey-green leaves and smooth bark.
Introduced species such as date palms and cotton
palms were once prolific at Millstream. They
competed with native vegetation, blocked creek
channels and encouraged wild fires. Many have
been removed and the areas replanted with native
vegetation. Other weeds at Millstream include the
Indian waterfern and the water lily.

Twenty-two species of dragonfly and damsel fly
have been recorded in the Millstream wetlands.
Resident mammals include both the red and black
flying fox and the euro (the common kangaroo of
the rocky country). A variety of spectacular birds
can be seen during the cooler hours of the day,
especially near water.
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The Chichester Range rises sharply from the
coastal plain and includes rocky peaks, tranquil
gorges, and hidden rock pools. Scattered white-
barked gums and pincushion spinifex clumps cover
the stony plateau, which gradually slopes down to
the bed of the Fortescue River before rising again
to the vast bulk of the Hamersley Range.

Along the river lies the Millstream oasis with its
string of deep spring-fed pools fringed by sedges,
palm groves and paperbark forest.

Fires caused by lightning strikes do occur, but
burnt areas recover quickly after rain and provide
a variety of food and habitats for local wildlife.

The Pilbara is classified as the arid tropics. During
the summer, between October and April,
temperatures rise above 40" Celsius, and cyclones
and local thunderstorms can flood roads and
watercourses. The cool season, between May and
August, experiences little rain, with day-time
temperatures around 26" Celsius. Nights at this
time of year can be cool, so don’t forget to bring
warm clothes.

Be Clean: Please take your litter with you.

Be Kind: Do not disturb animals, plants or
rocks. Pets and firearms are not permitted.
Kangaroos around the Homestead have been hand
reared, but are still wild animals. Please do not
feed them or encourage children to approach
them.

Be cautious: Follow the signs in the park and stay
on the roads marked on the map. Roads may be
closed after heavy rain. Check travel conditions
with the Department of Conservation and Land
Management’s Karratha Office (08) 9143 1488 or
the Shire of Ashburton (08) 9189 1029.

Be Wise: Leave the natural environment as you
find it for all to enjoy. Several weeds threaten the
park; please brush seeds from clothing and
equipment before moving on.

Be Gentle: Please do not use soap in streams and
pools as it kills wildlife. Stay on formed trails.
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