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Foreword 
The Western Australian Botanic Garden is the world's 

most comprehensive display of our State's abundant, 
rare and uniquely beautiful plant life. 

Its living collection is devoted to our spectacular native flora 

and tells stories of the fascinating natural and cultural history of 

Western Austra lia, from modern science to the traditional 

understanding of Aboriginal people. 

Opened by then Premier Sir qavid Brand on 4 October 1965, the 

Botanic Garden has grown to become an iconic cultural and scientific 

institution, in a spectacular position overlooking the city and home 

to more than a quarter of all Western Australian plant species. 

The immaculate and carefully curated Western Australian 

Botanic Garden is the pride of our much-loved Kings Park and 

a true testament to the passion and dedication of Park staff, 

volunteers and supporters. 

It is a special place to grow, conserve, study, display and enjoy 

the plants of our State. 

Congratulations on the success of the 50th anniversary of the 

Western Australian Botanic Garden in 2015. 

The Hon Colin Barnett MLA 
Premier of Western Austra lia ; Minister for State Development; Science 
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This golden variety of the State's 
florol emblem was released by 
Kings Park Plant Development 
to celebrate our anniversary. 

Spectacular displays of Anniversary 
Gold were on view in spring 2015 

ond released fo r sale ta 
the commercial market. 
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Message from the 
Minister for Environment 
The Western Australian Botanic Garden is exceptional 

with its unique collection of Western Australian 

flora, its standard of presentation and outstanding 

contribution to scientific knowledge. 

The positive impact of the Botanic Gorden extends for beyond 

the boundaries of Kings Pork. Scientific discoveries mode here 

hove shaped conservation practices across Western Australia and 

around the world. Notable examples include the role of smoke 

in germinating native seeds, major advances in large-scale land 

restoration, unravelling the complexity of orchid conservation and 

the discovery of many native plant species. 

Together, these achievements set on exciting course for the next 

50 years and beyond - for Kings Pork and the Botanic Gorden 

and also for the conservation of native flora generally. I warmly 

congratulate the Botanic Gardens and Porks Authority on this 

milestone and extend my sincere appreciation for the dedication 

of its Boord, staff, vo lunteers and many community supporters . 

The Hon Albert Jacob MLA 
Minister for Environment; Heritage 



fl shared purpose 
A consistent vision has endured 
for half a century and is behind 
the extraordinary success of the 
Western Australian Botanic Garden. 

It is built on a culture of integrity and 
consistency that is shared across 
specialist staff who develop and 
cultivate WA flora, in the training 

of future generations through our 
traineeship program, through Kings Park 
Education programs, research priorities, 
plant development, volunteers and our 
engagement with the community. 

'Our team is united in its 
understanding that we are 

all about Western Australian 
flora. We have a clear, 
shared purpose that has 
remained steadfast.' 
Grady Brand , Senior Curator 

Kings Park and Botanic Garden 

The four pillars underlying this singular 
purpose have remained consistent over 
the Botanic Garden's history: 

0 Seed collection 

8 Botany 

e Nursery 

0 Living collections 
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Botanic Terraces and Botanic Pavilion 
A lasting legacy of our anniversary 
celebrations, the Botanic Terraces 
and Botanic Pavilion, was unveiled 
on 4 October 2015 by WA 
Environment Minister Albert Jacob 
- exactly fifty years since the WA 
Botanic Garden was first opened 
in 1965. 

Inspired by Western Austra lian plant life 

and its impact on people across history, 
a cascading walkway and striking 
pavilion were designed to celebrate 
the endemic flora of WA and the 
intimate connections between people 
and plants. 

The contributions of people from all 
wa lks of life to our understanding of 
WA flora ore celebrated in artworks 
embedded into the design, using 
we ll -known phrases from Australian 
poetry and prose, natural materials 
and Nyoongor artwork to create a 
strong sense of place . 

The surrounding garden beds feature 
the flora of the Mollee, Mulga 

and Desert. 

Two hundred guests attended a garden 
party to mark the occasion. The project 
was mode possible by the Friends 
of Kings Pork with the support of 
Lotterywest. 
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'Floristas' at the launch with (L-R) CEO Mark Webb, Lofferywest board member Andrea Hall, 
Minister Albert Jacob and Friends of Kings Park president Bob Bunney. 



Botanic 
Terraces and 
Botanic Pavilion 
This project is an initiative of lhe 
Friends of Kings Park in portner.;hip 
with the Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority, supported by Lotterywest. 
It morks the 50th anniver.;ory of the 
Western Australian Bolanic Garden. 

Landscape Architects: Plan E 
Artists: Richard Wolley; Anne Neil 
ond Steve Tepper 

Exploring W~s 
Unique Flora 
People hove been inspired to explore 
WA flora throughout history. From the 
day-lo-day survival and spiritual lives 
of Nyoongar people to the exploration 
of this 'other-worldly' place by eorly 
European settler.;, this lond has always 
been a source of fascination. 

It has intrigued botanists from around 
the world; challenged horticulturists; 
inspired orlists and writers; and 
ignited the passions of environmental 
enthusiasts and scientists. 

Rica Erickson Ferdinand Bauer 

MokM-e Robert Brown 
Celia RosserJtf~I[ :J3f4..t1., &~,,: Jf--&~ 
W.t/;,u, p.,,,...,_,.Jol.,., Forr esf 

James Drummond 
Maria n E! l is Rowan /<....?{f,/y,jy~r 

Charles Gardner ,_, 
f}e.>t;<c.·nrv 'Jl (,,CC.."I 

Max Koclr ~ 

Western 
flustralian Flora 
Western Australia has almost holf of 
Australia's 25,000 plant species and 
two thirds of these do not occur naturolly 
anywhere else on Earth. The South West 
is recognised os Australia's only global 
biodiver.;ity hotspot. 
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Snapshots of Western ftustraUa 
Western Australia covers 
2.5 million square kilometres 
and is home to half Australia's 
25,000 plant species . Three 
thousand of these are on display 
in the WA Botanic Garden. 

8 Western flustralian ~otanic Garden 

We make sense of the overwhelming 
ecological diversity and sheer size of 

our State by grouping plants together 
in the WA Botanic Garden to represent 
the varied regions of Western Australia, 
such as the Wheatbelt, Goldfields, 
Stirling Ranges, Rottnest and Garden 
Islands, the Kimberley, Mulga, Southern 
Coast and Darling Ranges. 

Other beds are dedicated to key genera 
such as Ver1icordia, Boronia, Grevi//ea 
and Hakea, Waxes and Kangaroo Paws 
and Eucalyptus. 

Thematic planting has been a consistent 
feature of the WA Botanic Garden since 
its inception. 
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ANNIVERSARl 
ADVENTURES ..J 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the WA Botanic Garden 
in 2015, a new 'Anniversary Adventure' was published each 
month. These self-guided walks encourage visitors to explore 
different areas of the WA Botanic Garden and discover its 
best kept secrets. 

Each was chosen for its botanical, artistic, historical and aesthetic 

qualities and timed to be looking its seasonal best. The adventures 
ranged from brief 15-minute strolls to hour-long expeditions, and 

allowed visitors to enhance their experience of Kings Park and 
Botanic Garden . 

Here we have featured five Anniversary Adventures as well as a 

Tour of Trees - to showcase Kings Park's most unusual, beautiful 
and significant trees. 



The beauty of nature: 
a feminine touch 

Journey to the heart of the Western 
Australian Botanic Garden to 
explore the cool oasis of the 
Pioneer Women's Memorial and 
the Water Garden . 

The most striking artwork that greets 
you as you enter the precinct is the lady 
in the lake, holding a small child . This 
sculpture was created by acclaimed 
local artist Margaret Priest and 
commemorates the pioneer women of 
Western Australia. It symbolises their 
courage, strength and tenderness -
mother and child making their way 
through the wilderness (the fountains) 
towards their future . You may notice 
that the woman does not directly face 
the entrance point of the area - this 
was to symbolise a mark of modesty. 

As you make your way downhill 
towards the Water Garden, the rolling 
lawn gives way to a celebration of 
the contribution of Western Australian 
women to society. 

Art and nature form graceful partners 
in this green and tranquil spot, which 
makes an inspiring yet restful part of 
your botanic garden experience . 

Featuring artworks created by Western 
Australian women, the Water Garden 
encompasses a granite landscape that 
portrays a Darling Range waterway. · 

Artists Coral Lowry and Holly Story 
provide more beautiful artwork to 
explore as you follow the quiet paths 
around the Water Garden. Their works 
signify life, strength of heart, renewal 
and leadership. 

The artwork also acknowledges 
the traditional value of this area to 

Aboriginal women . 

The water garden was officially opened 
in 1968 and refurbished in 1999. 

Things to do and find 
• Learn about the life cycle of the 

motorbike frog as you walk through 
the Water Garden. 

• Listen to the rush of water, watch the 
dragonflies and search for tadpoles 
or frogs . 

• Follow the brass plaques embedded 
in the paths, which celebrate the 
many women's organisations that 
have made significant contributions in 
Western Australia. 

• Take a seat in the Water Garden 
Pavilion, enjoy the surroundings and 
take a moment to reflect on the role 
of women in our community and your 
own life - past, present and future. 
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Tall Treasures 

Dive into the Western 
Australian Botanic Garden on 
an Anniversary Adventure and 
discover its best kept secrets. 

Our journey begins at the WA Botanic 
Garden entry, framed by a cluster 
of Silver Princess trees (Eucalyptus 
caesia). Known for their metallic, 
powdery branches and vibrant pink 
blooms, the Silver Princess is pollinated 
by birds and hails from granite 
outcrops in WA's harsh Wheatbelt. 
It is uncommon in the wild . 

Moving along, you'll be instantly 
taken with the Giant Boob (Adansonia 
gregorii) near the Forrest Carpark -
a bulb-shaped beauty painstakingly 
transported from the alluvial plains 
of the East Kimberley in 2008. 
A generous gift from the area's 
Gija people, the tree is more than 

l 2 Western f\.ustra lian Botanic Gar~en 

750 years old and wou ld have been 
traditionally used as a source of food 
and medicine . Nearby, you'll spot 
the Kingsmill 's Mollee (Eucalyptus 
kingsmillii) and Large-fruited Mollee 
(Eucalyptus youngiana) . 

The T uarts, found at T uart Lawn, are 
the tallest trees on the Swan Coastal 
Plain. Venturing onto the Lotterywest 
Federation Walkway, spot the majestic 
Karri trees (Eucalyptus diversicolor) 
- some of the tallest flowering trees 
on Earth. Native to WA's South West 
region, Karri trees commonly grow 
60 metres tall and can stretch up to 
90 metres high . 

Turn left to Roe Gardens, where 
you'll find Rose Mollee (Eucalyptus 
rhodantha), Pear-fruited Mollee 
(Eucalyptus pyriformis) and the striking 
Mottlecah (Eucalyptus macrocarpa). 
Boasting the biggest blooms of any 
eucalypt, the Mottlecah is native to the 
State's sandplains and is loved for its 
large waxy leaves and silvery fruits. 

Make your way back toward the WA 
Botanic Garden entry, through the 
shady Marri grove and admire these 
majestic gums with their large fruits 
known as honkey nuts. Marri trees 
(Corymbia calophylla) are traditionally 
known as medicine trees for the 
healing and antiseptic qualities of their 
gum and leaves. 

The Acacia Steps is your next stop, 
where nearby you will see an unusual 
semi-parasitic tree. The WA Christmas 
Tree (Nuytsia floribunda), so named 
because it flowers in early summer and 
has clusters of vibrant orange blooms, 
gets some of its nourishment from the 
roots of other plants . 

Descend the Acacia Steps to reach 
the Water Garden where you wil l 
find a grove of Dwellingup Mollee 
(Eucalyptus drummondii x rudis -
formerly Eucalyptus graniticola) . 



After discovering a single tree in the 
wild, this hybrid mallee was rescued 
by the BGPA using DNA fingerprinting 
and tissue culture to produce new 
specimens. 

Walk up through the WA Banksia 
Garden and loop around to find 
the Ramel's Mollee (Eucalyptus 
rameliana). Presumed extinct for more 
than a century, it was rediscovered 
in 1991. 

Your iourney ends at the aptly named 
Eucalyptus Carpark, which showcases 
a variety of eucalypts including Salmon 
White Gums (Eucalyptus lane-poolei) 
and lllyarrie (Eucalyptus erythrocorys) . 

Silver Princess, 
Eucalyptus caesia 

0 Kingsmill's Mollee, 
Eucalyptus kingsmil/ii 

0 Large-fruited Mollee, 
Eucalyptus youngiana 

0 Boob - Gija Jumulu*, 
Adansonia gregorii 

0 Variegated Peppermint, 
Agonis flexuosa 

0 Tuart, 
Eucalyptus gomphocephala 

0 Karri, 
Eucalyptus diversicolor 

0 Queensland Bottle Tree, 
Brachychiton rupestris 

0 Pear-fruited Mollee, 
Eucalyptus pyriformis 

~ Mottlecah, 
Eucalyptus macrocarpa 

G) Rose Mollee, 
Eucalyptus rhodantha 

~ Marri, 
Corymbia calophyl/a 

It) Western Australian Christmas Tree, 
Nuytsia floribunda 

~ Dwellingup Mollee, 
Eucalyptus drummondii x rudis 
(formerly Eucalyptus graniticola) 

~ Scar Tree - Tuart, 
Eucalyptus gomphocephala 

(!) Ramel's Mollee, 
Eucalyptus rameliana 

~ Salmon White Gum, 
Eucalyptus lane-poolei 

(?) Red-capped Gum or lllyarrie, 
Eucalyptus erythrocorys 

* This Boob, now a permanent resident in 
Kings Park, was a gift to Western Australia 
from the Gija people of the East Kimberley. 
Jumulu is the Gija term for Boob. 
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Lotterywest Federation 
Walkway 

Quite often the beauty and 
significance of an area is 
understood once you can see things 
from a distance. This Anniversary 
Adventure takes you on a journey 
through the treetops and along the 
Lotterywest Federation Walkway. 

Starting south of the Forrest 

Roundabout, spend a moment 

appreciating the marble mosaic in 
the path. This is your starting point 

and features two young T uart leaves 
(Eucalyptus gomphocephala). As you 

take the journey, you may notice 
the cast iron inlays in the footpath, 

signifying the converging of two 

cu ltures, the Indigenous and the 

European. 

l 4 Western /lustralian Botanic Ganien 
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Follow the pathway towards the mighty 

Boob Tree (Giia Jumulu) , taking 

a moment to enjoy the emerging 

wildflowers from the Mulga, Desert and 

Kimberley regions on display. Once 

you have been amazed by the Boob 

and the stunn ing views from the Two 
Rivers Lookout, follow the path past the 

Conservation, Boronia and Verticordia 

Gardens . You will soon become 
immersed in the serenity of the Western 

Austra lian Botanic Garden. 

Follow the path and you wil l arrive at 

the Mount Eliza lookout, which offers 

stunning views of the Swan River and 

Perth city. 

Moving along, you wi ll reach the entry 

to the elevated section of the Walkway, 
where the steel mesh surface allows 

you to see the world beneath your feet 

as you progress towards the peak. 

The crest of the bridge is an ideal 

viewing point and photo opportunity . 

This is a great time to pause for a few 

moments to listen for birds and try to 

spot them in the treetops. 

Once you have taken the time to 
soak in all that the Walkway has to 

offer, make the descent and follow 

the pathway towards Beedawong, a 

Nyoongar meeting place. Your journey 
has now come to an end and you are 

in the heart of the Western Australian 

Botanic Garden. 



Banksia and 
Conservatio·n Gardens 

On this Anniversary Adventure 
you will wander through two star 
attractions of the Western Australian 
Botanic Garden: the Conservation 
Garden, harbouring Western 
Australia's most endangered 
flora, and the blooming beautiful 
Banksia Garden. 

Conservation conversation 

Start at the entrance to the 
Conservation Garden near the Forrest 
Roundabout and follow the pathway 
that leads toward the Wildflower 
Pavilion . The meandering pathways 
will lead you past threatened flora from 
WA's South West right to the northern 
tip of the Kimberley region, grouped 
according to habitat type. Read stories 
about these plants' struggle for survival 
along the way. 

As you walk through this rare collection , 
you will arrive at the Wildflower 
Pavilion. In a former life, the Wildflower 
Pavilion was home to the original 
Botanic Garden office which was built 
in a quintessentially 1960s design. 
To preserve its architectural legacy, it 
was transformed into an open pavilion 
and lifted into its current position in 
2002. It was recently restored following 
major storm damage in 2014 . 

Continue though the pavilion to 
reach a display of flora which are all 
critically endangered . Some are close 
to extinction . Conserving them here will 
assist their survival. 

On leaving the Conservation Garden, 
you will find yourself at the Banksia ' 
Garden. 

Beautiful banksias 
·There are an astonishing 94 taxa of 
Banksia on display here, varying from 

ground covers through to small trees . 
You may be interested to know the 
Banksia Garden bed requires the least 
amount of water of any bed in the 
Western Australian Botanic Garden . 

Within the Banksia Garden you will 
also come across the Scar Tree . This 
ancient T uart has been registered 
with the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs, as it was traditionally 'scarred' 
by Nyoongar people in pre-colonial 
times to either mark significant places 
or obtain bark for shelter, tools and 
food . Ta ke a moment to rest on the 
seats in the Banksia Garden and 
appreciate the view. These seats are 
made from milled Banksia from a tree 
that fell across a firebreak in Kings Park 
bushland. The Banksia Garden mosaics 
and seat were designed by local Artisit 
Philippa O'Brien . 
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Western Australian 
Botanic Garden entry 

Your journey begins outside 
Aspects of Kings Park at the mosaic 
artwork of the Botanic Gardens 
and Parks Authority logo, which 
includes local native plants. 
Created by Rudolf Verschoor and 
Jacqueline Pinnock, the artwork is 
one of a series designed by the pair 
at various locations including the 
Botanic Garden entry, the Nature 
Trail and at Synergy Parkland. 

Moving along, stop by the show
stopping garden bed leading to the 
Floral Clock. Dubbed the ' floral 
mound', it is home to many of the 
State's floral jewels, showcasing 
decorative ornamental species from 
around Western Australia. 
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Next, you will arrive at the Floral Clock, 
a larger-than-life timepiece featuring 

native plants. Loved by generations 
of Western Australians, this is the 
third home of the Floral Clock and 
demonstrates the use of Australian 
plants in a cottage-style garden. 

First unveiled in 1962, the Floral 

Clock was created with a bequest from 
Mr F. Wittenoom, a local postoralist. 
Over the years it hos evolved in style 
- from exotic plantings surrounding 
a replica Swiss chalet to its current 
design. It was moved to its final 
location in 2013. 

Turn down the path to reach the 
officia l entry to the Western Australian 
Botanic Gorden, draped in the weeping 
branches of a grove of Silver Princess 
(Eucalyptus caesio) . This elegant 
eucolypt is rare in the wi ld - found on ly 

on granite outcrops in WA's rugged 
Wheotbelt. Look for the Red and Green 
Kangaroo Paw mosaic at this location. 

From here you can take a tour through 
the WA Botanic Gorden. Short on 
time? Choose the 30-minute highlights 
walk which includes flora from the 
State's South West right up to the 
Kimberley region . It also includes the 
giant Boob tree {Gija Jumulu) and the 
rare and endangered plants of the 
Conservation Gorden . 

For an in-depth look, set off and 
explore l 7 hectares of garden beds 
displaying WA plants in themed 

gardens such as the Banksia Gorden 
and the flora from the Stirling Ranges. 
Along the way, you will see inspiring 
artwork, wa lk amongst the treetops and 
discover more about Aboriginal culture. 
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Sensational Sandplains 

Our final Anniversary Adventure 
takes us through the WA Botanic 
Garden's beautiful sandplains 
displays. Beginning at Roe Gardens, 
your journey includes the Kwongan 
displays as well as the rugged 
Wheatbelt region. Along the way, 
look out for Kangaroo Paws in 
bloom and the largest flowering 
Eucalypt - the Mottlecah. 

When the weather heats up, it's a 
common misconception that gardens 
become hot, dry and unwelcoming, 
destined to resemble a desert until 
the cooling rains of autumn . Not true . 
December is the perfect time to 
enioy the Western Australian Botanic 
Garden's sensational sandplains! 

Starting at Roe Gardens, next to the 
Place of Reflection, you will come 
across garden beds which display one 
of the most diverse ranges of Western 
Australian flora , showcasing the beauty 
from locations such as Mount Lesueur, 

. recognised for its extensive biodiversity. 
You will notice the vegetation in the 
area comprises low, heath-like shrubs 
and herbaceous plants with few trees. 
This is representative of the typical 
Kwongan vegetation of Western 
Australia . 

You may wish to meander through 
the garden beds, following the sandy 
pathways to immerse yourself in the 
sandplain experience. Pi/eanthus 
(Coppercups) , Conospermum 
(Smokebush), Verticordia 
(Featherflowers), Anigozanthos 
(Kangaroo Paws), and the largest 

flowering Eucalypt, Eucolyptus 
macrocorpa (Mottlecahs) ore 
all on display in this part of the 
Western Australian Botanic Garden, 
even when the sun starts to beat down 
in the hottest part of the day. 

Now follow the beds north along 
Forrest Drive and discover other 
sandplain flora that grows within the 
wider Wheatbelt region. As you come 
closer to the DNA Tower and the end 
of the Wheatbelt gardens, you can loop 
back around to experience the iourney 
on the far side of the beds away from 
the roadside . Alternatively, from here 
you can visit the DNA tower, take time 
to view the Firefighters' Memorial, or 
stay in the Botanic Garden and cool 
down near the Pioneer Women 's 
Memorial fountain . 
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In f\eview 
An external review 
was commissioned 
in the lead up to the 
anniversary to examine 
whether the WA 

Botanic Gorden hod 
met its original guiding 
vision set in 1962. 
Most major objectives 
of the vision and first 
master pion were 
found to hove been 
successfully achieved. 

'The panel considers that the Western 
Australian Botanic Garden plays a 
vital role in Kings Park 's standing 
as the most heavily visited single
point location in Western Australia, 
with visitation rising from 2 million 
to 6 million over the past two 
decades . The living collections are 
highly valued for visitor experiences, 
horticulture, education, science and 
conseNation with the continued 
development of 

The seed man 

f randidea 
and the tree: gerlll o a g 

A six week expedition to collect seed, including Boob, from the 
Kimberley was funded by the Friends of Kings Pork in July 2015. 
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the horticultural themes and current 
good maintenance of the collections 
ensuring ongoing appreciation. 

reputation as one of the leading 
botanic garden research groups, 
applying the integrated conseNation 
framework to their research strategy, 
aiming to inform and help achieve 
biodiversity (mainly plant and fungal) 
conseNation and restoration.' 

Both the formal education and 
informal learning provided are 
at international levels of quality 
and outcomes. Curriculum-based 
primary school environmental 
learning has grown strongly from 
5,000 students per annum a decade 
ago to 20,000 now. The Science 
Directorate has an international 

Prof S Hopper AS FLS FTSE, 
Dr P Moors AO, and 
Mr Mork Richardson, 
Review of the WA Botanic Gorden 
February 2013 
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Their Royal Highnesses, The Prince of Wales and Duchess of 
Cornwall, visited Kings Park on 15 November 2015. The Prince of 
Wales, who is known for his interest in plant conseNation, took a 
private tour of the Kings Pork Science laboratories and nursery. 
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The 26th edition of 
'Nuytsio : the WA Jou;nal 
of Systematic Botany was 
specially commissioned 
for the anniversary 
and launched on 
19 November 2015, 
with seven collaborative 

papers naming fifty. 
new WA plant spec1es
mony after contributors 

to the WA Botanic 
Garden over its history. 
Forty one of the species 
are conservation-listed. 

SUNDAV OCTOBER 4 

Kings.Park art 
tells our stories 

CLAIRE BICKERS 

A NEW Kings Park attraction 
• \\ill open today to mark the 

SOlh anniversary of the West 
Australian Botanic Garden. 

A terrnL'C and two nL"\Y pa
vilions. featurin~ artwork from 
WA artists. and a cascading 
waJl-,,vay will open in the bo
tanic gardens, aJready a key 
dmwcmrl for the six million 
people who visit Kings Park 
each )'ear. 

Sculptures of wi°mlswept 
trees. an iconic WA coastal 
sigh~ will be among the fea
tured artworks that tell the 
story of West Australians' con-

nection with the land from the 
trJditional Nyoongar owners 
to European settlers. 

1bis pavilion and the ter
races enhance what is already 

one of the most exeti>tional 
botanic gardens in the worid -
in standards of presentation. 
number of visitors and contri
bution to scientific know-

d B t ·c Pavilion were 
The Botanic T erroces on o oni . d 

. d b Pl n E Landscape Architects on 
des1gne Y 0 

opened on 4 October 20 l 5. 

IC'dgc," Environment Minister 
Alhcrt Jac.'Dllsaid 

L<x.<11 &1rt is1s.Richard Wall
ey. Anne Neil and Stt'VC Tep
per were invited to work with 
landscape architects Plan F. on 
the project Plan E director 
David Smith said timber. rust
ing steel, sandstone and other 
m~1terials lhnt represented the 
WA landsctpe Wl'rc used. 

The Sl.8 million projcd, 
headed hr the Friends of Kings 
Park and supported by Lol
terywest. enhances the botanic 
g.irdcns, which house a quarter 
or all WA plant species, many 
of which are found nowhere 
else in the world. 

ZOLTAN KOVACS P89 LETTERS P92 YOUR MONEY P93 THE WEEK THAT WAS P93 agenda@wanews.com.au 

and Senior Curator Grady Brand 
Curator Peter Nguyen f . th WA Botanic Garden 
have been a formidable orce in e 

for more than thirty years. 
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50 Year Journey 
flustralian Botanic Garden~ --~ 

Before 1965 
1959 Kings Park is chosen as the future home of the State 

Botanic Garden from 17 possible locations in Perth . 

1962 The new Director 
Dr John Beard searches 
worldwide to recruit a 
seed collector, nursery 
chief, botanist and other 
founding staff. 

1962 "We visualise this area 
as a major tourist 
attraction" WA Premier 
Sir David Brand announces 
£166,000 to establish 
the Botanic Garden. 

1963 Wild seed collecting begins 
around WA. The Kings Park 
Nursery turns its attention 
to learning to cultivate 
native species . 

196·. _ The design of the Botanic 
Garden is laid out. 

All_.....,_,... .. _ . ...._ 
...,...._ .. llJl,f;.rut. - -"7"'_,_, . . 
~.:·;.~~----

"If I wo.s to ho.ve -fl?e 
opporfuviit1 of creo.fivil} o. view 

boto.viico.I lf'rdevi, I would 
tp to hvnburd"u for -ft?o.t" 
'Dr 3ohvi 'Beo.rd ovi his 

o.ppoivifvnevif o.s 'Director of 
lGvi/}5 '?o.rk ivi 1961. 

1f:ie idea for- o. baf-o.viic tpirdevi 1vi 

Wild seed collecting around !he Stole hos 
been o conslonl port of the Botanic Garden's 
history. Piciured : Dr John Beard and botanist 
Poul Wilson. Photo: H Derman 

Botonisl John Beard takes slack of the 
day's cotlcct1on of plant specimens. 
Beard becomes Director of Kings Pork and 
Botanic Gorden in 1961. Photo: F Lulll111 

The Water Garden tokes shape. Now home to the Pioneer Women's Memorial. 

'Per#i ~ered vnovnevtruvn ivi -the '1950s. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~=:;;;:;;;;;,;==.;;==.;;=:= 
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50 Year Journey 
ftustralian Botanic Garden 

65-1970 
1965 The Western Australian Botanic Garden is officially opened with a 

plaque unveile9 by WA Premier Sir David Brand . 

1965 Lady Doris Brand, wife of the Premier, asks local women to donate 
a shilling each to raise £10,000 for a memorial to the pioneer 
women of WA 

1966 4,500 kangaroo paws are planted in the world's first mass 
garden display of this iconic plant. 

1968 The Water Garden is completed as the centerpiece of the 
Botanic Garden . 

1968 Kings Park starts its horticultural trainee program. A teenager named 
Grady Brand enrols in 1978, and 37 years later is the Senior Curator 
of Kings Park. 

Dircdor John Beard (left) with his wife and Premier David Brand. 
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50 Year Journey 
/Lustralian Botanic Garden 

1970-1975 
1970 Classic 1970s architecture 

appears in the form of 
new visitor amenities and 
gardeners' focilities . 

197 The Kings Pork Nursery 
continues to make significant 
advances in cultivating native 
flora for horticulture. 

197 Botanist Dr Poul Wycherley 
appointed as the second 
Director of Kings Pork, one of 
only four heads of the Botanic 
Gorden in its 50 year history. 
Dr Wycherley was succeeded by Dr Stephen 
Hopper in 1992 and Mr Mork Webb 
in 2004. 

197 Kings Pork scientific research program 
established. Around 60 Kings Pork scientists 
work in biodiversity conservation today. 

TC;e 'Bofo.viic Go.devi expo.vids froWI 
25 to .3.3 !Acres (1.3 hecfares) o..vid is 1AIW1ost 

evifirel~ devoted to 'WA's uvi ique ftoro. . 

2 2 Western flustralian Botanic Garden 

' ·. 

Current CEO Mork Webb with former CEOs Dr Stephen Hopper, 
Dr Poul Wycherley and Dr John Beard in 2006. 

One of the 1970s buildings, now called Yorkos Nyinning. 

Discoveries alert us 
to value of WA flora 
A. b'mk~'"~' 
pq:ia;a!a!l~-

7,';."u~"" 
-~~ >«l'~l ll'qll'!Od. 



Western 
50 Year Journey 
flustralian Botanic Garden 

_,, 1975-1980 
1975 Park staff build a granite seat to honour 

Bessie Rischbieth, the chairperson 
of 'The Citizens' Committee for the 
Safeguarding of Kings Park' during 
the 1960s. 

1977 The Kings Park Nursery receives a new 
glasshouse and other improvements 
which enhance the Park's ability to 
grow its own flora . 

1978 Cyclone Alby causes havoc in the South 
West of WA, uprooting trees and causing 
major damage in the Botanic Garden . 

13essie 'Rischbieft.? is hovioured for her po.st role 
o.s o.vi ouf-spo~evi o.dvoco.te for Kivi~ 'Po.~ 
evisurivi~ it is "preserved for #ie people." 

Below: Verticordio 
ovo/1folio is a beouliful 
example of a WA 
plant that hos been 
gathered from the wi!d 
and then developed 
for horticvlturc in the 

beauty rich and rare 2 3 



50 Year Journey .. 
ttustralian Botanic Garden 

1980-1 
1981 A remarkable 23,801 native 

plant specimens are recorded in 
the Kings Park Herbarium. 

1982 Four new glasshouses are built to 
house the State's rarest flora, along 
with plants from the northern and 
arid regions of Western Australia . 
These are open to the public. 

1984 55 volunteers complete their training 
to become the first Kings Park 
Volunteer Guides. The Guides still 
provide daily guided walks and 
respond to thousands of enquiries 
in the Kings Park Visitor Information 
Centre each year. 

Covnvn u111it'1 educo.fio111 o.bour'VJA fiom 1s 

ivnpemfive to The 'Bofo.111ic Go.rde111. 

2 4 Western llustralian Botanic Garden 

Left : The Kings Pork Volunteer 
Guides provide a friendly 
face for visilors . Prior to their 
establishment, guided walks 
were led by staff. 

"' Below: Pork Superintcndenl 
John Watson leads o walk 
for visi tors in the early 1960s. 



50 Year Journey 
f\.ustralian Botanic Garden 

1985-1990 
198Cl.6 A Rare and Endangered Garden is established to raise 

awareness of WA's most threatened flqra and in 2008 
is moved to current Conservation Garden . 

1985 . Amid lean economic times, a government employment 
scheme is used to build new paths in the Park. A young 
immigrant employed by the scheme, Peter Nguyen, catches 
the eye of Kings Park staff and is employed as a gardener. 
30 years later, Peter is the Curator of Horticultural Displays 
in Kings Park. 

1989 One sixth of the known plant taxa in Western Australia can 
be found growing in the Botanic Garden by 1989. 

Jodo.i1 3000 'Westervi Ausfro.lio.vi plo.vif fOJ<o. co.vi he {buvid 
iyowivi~ ivi -the "Boro.viic Go.rdevi. 'WA is -the ovili plo.ce ivi 
-the world where vnost of-these plo.vits row ivi -the wild. 

Cufflvo:livifj- ra.re a.vid evida.vi~red ~ora. is a. crifica.I pa.rt af 
-ft?e 'WA 'Bota.viic Ga.rdevi's coviserva.fiovi stra.t~i ~ 

Left: A young Peter Nguyen shows his 
first ever crop of pink c.,,erlosHngs in 
Kings Pork to his family in !he mid 1980s. 

Above: Peter Nguyen hos been port 
of the accomplishments of the Botanic 
Gorden for 30 years. 

1960 1965 1970 197 5 1980 1985=1990 1 995 2000 2005 2010 201 5 
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50 Year Journey ~ 
flustralian Botanic Garden 

990- 995 
1990 Seed storage moves from glass jars lo cryogenics 

with the opening of the WA Seed Technology Centre 
in Kings Park. 

1992 The appointment of Botanist Dr Stephen Hopper as 
Director brings about renewed energy and vision. 

"His aim was for the park to become a window 
on the natural world for an increasingly urbanised 
society" A Joy Forever: The Story of Kings Park 
and Botanic Garden by 
Dr Dorothy Erickson. 

1993 The Friends of Kings Park 
community group is established. 
The Friends now have well over 
l 000 members, 300 active 
volunteers and have since 
provided $10 million to 
Kings Park, with significant 
contributions from Lotterywest 
and the Friends' popular native 
plant sales. 

Righi : Curren! Curator of 
the WA Seed Technology 

Cen1re Luke Sweedmon is one 
of the world's most prolific 

seed collectors. 

Below: Dr Slephen Hopper 
(righl) wi th Aboriginal orl ist 
Rod Garlett (lefl) and Seed 
Collector Luke Sweedmon 

on expedition o! Mount Luke. 
Photo : Rhian Smith 

11

Covnvnuviit"d- ivivolvevnevif is essevrho..I ivi vn"d- view" 'Dired-or 3-tephevi H-opper 
OV1 -fi.ie cho..llevi¥s of resourciviit -fi.ie 'WA 'Boto..viic Go..rdevi o..vid -/tie urc1 

of wild plo..vif life. coviservo..fiovi -ftiroutJ-houl- -ftie 3-to..te . 

1970 197i;; 1980 1985 1990 =1995 

2 6 Western /lustralian Botanic Gard.en 

The seed man and the tree: germ of a grand idea 

..., ___ ......... _,. ______ .. , _____ ................... ~ .. .-....-- ·-
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Top: New scaling and mosaic artworks 
by local artist Philippa O'Brien ore 
added to lhc Bonksio Gorden . 

Above: Rcdevclopmenl of Roe Gardens 
in 1997 breathes new life into one of 
1he Pork's best views. 

1995 

1996 

Garden beds are redeveloped. 
More Western Australian plant species 
are introduced. 

The first major outdoor concert is held 
in the WA Botanic Garden, creating a 
buzz about this new outdoor concert 
venue for Perth . 

1997 Kings Park wins a gold medal at the 
Chelsea Flower Show, London, for a 
second time for its display of WA flora . 

1997 The Kings Park Volunteer Master 
Gardeners is established to provide an 
advisory service to the public. 

1999 A pavilion, sculptures and a 
commemorative pathway add tranquil 
beauty during a major upgrade to the 
Water Garden. 

1999 David Smith, now of Plan E Landscape 
Architects, begins a long association 
with Kings Park during a major project 
to upgrade the water garden. 

Her Majesty Queen 
Elizobclh II views the 
winning Kings Pork display 
at Chelsea with Kings Park's 
Stephen Hopper, 

beauty rich and rare 2 7 



50 Year Journey 
flustralian Botanic Garden 

2000 The WA Botanic Gorden display at 
the Japan Flora 2000 exhibition 
wins 33 medals, 4 trophies and 
Best International Garden. It is viewed 
by a staggering 11 million people. 

2000 An ancient Tuart in the Banksia Garden 
known as the 'Scar Tree' becomes a 
Registered Aboriginal Heritage Site . 

2000 Kings Park begins a partnership 
with the UK Millenium Seed Bank, 
contributing 1,600 Western Australian 
seed collections to 2015. 

2002 The Wildflower Pavilion - a popular 
wedding venue - is created by 
transforming a 1970s gardeners' 
building with a distinctive curved 
timber roof. 

200.J The Lotterywest Federation Walkway 
sends visitors skywards with its stunning 
wa lk through the tree canopy. 

2 8 Western flustralian Botanic Garden 

Left: The gold medal display 

Below left: A recreation of lhe 
Japan Floro 2000 display at 
lhc 2000 Kings Park Wildflower 
Exhibition. 

Below right: The Lottcrywcst 
Federation Walkway designed 
by Donaldson + Worn 
orchi1cc1s features Aboriginal 
design and knowledge from 
local arlist Richard Wolley. 



50 Year Journey 
f\.ustralian Botanic Garden 

2007 The Kings Park Festival transforms 
into a month-long event. It is now 
free to enter and displays wildflowers 
in permanent beds that are more 
sustainable than potted displays of 
the past. 

2008 The Conservation Garden opens, 
providing a safe haven for some 
of the State's most rare and 
endangered flora and an opportunity 
for community education . 

2008 A 750 year old Boob tree, the 
Gija Jumulu, is rescued from 
roadworks in the East Kimberley 
and travels 3,200 km by truck from 
the Warmun Community to a new 
home in the Botanic Garden. 

2009 A large fire in Kings Park burns 
40 hectares and threatens the 
Botanic Garden . Despite extreme 
conditions, the fire is controlled and 
the bushland recovers well. 

Right : Gijo Jumulu coplures the 
hearts of Western Australians. 

Below: An aerial view of the burnt 
oreo odjaccnl to the Botanic 

Gorden in 2009. 

2007 Kings Park Fcslivol 
event program. A record 
500,000 people attend lhc 
2007 Kings Pork Festival 

The Conservation Garden 

displays o collection of 
threatened and critically 
endangered flora . 

beauty rich and rare 2 9 



50 Year Journey 
f\.ustralian Botanic Garden 

010-2015 
201 The Place of Reflection opens as a sanctuary for 

tranquil contemplation for the who le community, 
especially those who have suffered trauma 
or grief. 

201.. The cost and effort of removing tonnes of green 
waste becomes a thing of the past with the 
introduction of an award-winning l 00% green 
waste recycling program in Kings Park. 

201 Rio Tinto Naturescape Kings Park connects children 
with nature and gives a new lease of life lo the 
Botanic Garden's arboretum. An 'arboretum' is a 
living collection of trees. 

2012 Kings Park Education opens its new home. 

201,, 

201 

2015 

Now 23,000 school students visit for curriculum 
based education programs each year. 

The Kings Park 
Festival celebrates 
50 years of flower 
power. 

The popular floral 
clock moves to its 
third home. 

The Botanic Terraces 
and Botanic Pavilion 

A vnulifitude of bea.tJ!ifu! 
o..vid visitor-ffievid/'1 view 

projed-s ho..s lifted the 
profT/e of '!Gvip; 'Po..rk 

to view heiCJMs. 

open on 4 October to mark the SOth 
anniversary of the Western Australian 
Botanic Garden. 

3 Q Western nustralian Botanic Garden 



Th n 

50 Year Journey 
/lustralian Botanic Garden 

OU 
The Western Australian Botanic Garden is a precious sanctuary for people and plants in the heart of Perth . 

It has grown more beautiful and popular with each passing year, thanks to the dedication of our staff, 
volunteers and many supporters in the community who love Western Australian flora and cherish Kings Park 
and Botanic Garden as much as we do. 

Botoruc: Gardens ond PorU Au!hor1ty Stoff August 2015 

'\.Jaffle binds avid parrots me -the a1r1 

crac~ opevi -the hearts of flowers, 
-the river below so h1)(f a111d sfill 
1'u ca111 feel -the clouds i111side if' 

horn 
1

Evevii111~1 'K'..i111P5 ?ar~
1 

b~ poet Na111di Chi111via, 20~5 

\Je o.pprecio.fe our co111fi 111ued support. 
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