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“foreword

The Western Australian Botanic Garden is the world’s
most comprehensive display of our State’s abundant,
rare and uniquely beautiful plant life.

Its living collection is devoted to our spectacular native flora
and tells stories of the fascinating natural and cultural history of
Western Australia, from modern science to the traditional
understanding of Aboriginal people.

Opened by then Premier Sir David Brand on 4 October 1965, the
Botanic Garden has grown fo become an iconic cultural and scientific
institution, in a spectacular position overlooking the city and home
to more than a quarter of all Western Australian plant species.

The immaculate and carefully curated Western Australian
Botanic Garden is the pride of our much-loved Kings Park and
a true testament to the passion and dedication of Park staff,
volunteers and supporters.

It is a special place to grow, conserve, study, display and enjoy
the plants of our State.

Congratulations on the success of the 50th anniversary of the
Western Australian Botanic Garden in 2015.

The Hon Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of Western Australia; Minister for State Development; Science

beauty richand rare 3




Anniversary Gold
Kangaroo Paw

This golden variety of the State’s
floral emblem was released by
Kings Park Plant Development

to celebraie our anniversary.
Spectacular displays of Anniversary
Gold were on view in spring 2015
and released for sale fo

the commercial market.

Western flustralian Botanic Garden

The Western Australian Botanic Garden is exceptional
with its unique collection of Western Australian

flora, its standard of presentation and outstanding
contribution to scientific knowledge.

The positive impact of the Botanic Garden extends far beyond
the boundaries of Kings Park, Scientific discoveries made here
have shaped conservation practices across Western Australia and
around the world. Notable examples include the role of smoke

in germinating native seeds, major advances in large-scale land
restoration, unravelling the complexity of orchid conservation and
the discovery of many native plant species.

Together, these achievements set an exciting course for the next
50 years and beyond — for Kings Park and the Botanic Garden
and also for the conservation of native flora generally. | warmly
congratulate the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority on this
milestone and extend my sincere appreciation for the dedication
of its Board, staff, volunteers and many community supporters.

The Hon Albert Jacob MLA
Minister for Environment; Heritage



A shared purpose

A consistent vision has endured
for half a century and is behind
the extraordinary success of the
Western Australian Botanic Garden.

It is built on a culture of integrity and
consistency that is shared across
specialist staff who develop and
cultivate WA flora, in the training

of future generations through our
traineeship program, through Kings Park :
Education programs, research priorities, Py : _
plant development, volunteers and our Expeditions to far-flung  corner
engagement with the community.

‘Our team is united in its
understanding that we are
all about Western Australian
flora. We have a clear,
shared purpose that has
remained steadfast.’

Grady Brand, Senior Curator
Kings Park and Botanic Garden

in Kings Park.

The four pillars underlying this singular
purpose have remained consistent over
the Botanic Garden’s history:

o Seed collection

o Botany

S A - _"

o Living collections

State collect seed and plant specimens
tor the working seed bank and nursery

The nursery specialises in propagating
WA native plants. ©ver 50 years

o Nursery o icultural nable th

/ation: of @ wide range of species.

the scientific names of dll specimens fo
maintain the integrity of the collections.

d in the botanic
of scientific, cultural,
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A lasting legacy of our anniversary
celebrations, the Botanic Terraces
and Botanic Pavilion, was unveiled
on 4 October 2015 by WA
Environment Minister Albert Jacob
— exactly fifty years since the WA
Botanic Garden was first opened
in 1965.

Inspired by Western Australian plant life
and its impact on people across history,
a cascading walkway and striking
pavilion were designed to celebrate

the endemic flora of WA and the
intimate connections between people
and plants.

The contributions of people from all
walks of life to our understanding of
WA flora are celebrated in artworks
embedded into the design, using
well-known phrases from Australian
poetry and prose, natural materials
and Nyoongar artwork to create a
strong sense of place.

The surrounding garden beds feature
the flora of the Mallee, Mulga
and Desert.

Two hundred guests attended a garden
party to mark the occasion. The project
was made possible by the Friends

of Kings Park with the support of

Lotterywest. ‘Floristas’ at the launch with (L-R) CEQ Mark Webb, Lotterywest board member Andrea Hall,
Minister Albert Jacob and Friends of Kings Park president Bob Bunney.

[
Western flustralian Botanic Garden



Terraces and
Botanic Pavilion

This project is on initiative of he
Friends of Kings Park in parinership
with the Botanic Gordens and Porks
Authority, supported by Lotterywest.
It morks the S0th anniversary of the
Westem Australion Bolanic Garden,

Landscape Architects: Plan E
Artists: Richord Walley; Anne Meil
and Steve Tepper

Fafirye

B & &
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Unique Flora

Peaple hove been inspired to explore
WA flora throughout history. From the
day-to-day survival and spiritual lives
of Nyoongar people to the exploration
| ofthis ‘other-worldly’ place by early
European setilers, this land has always
been a source of loscination.

It has intigued botanists from around
the world; challenged horficuliurists;
inspired orists and wnlers; and

ignited the passions of environmental
enthusiosts and scientists.

Rica Erickson rerdinand Baver
Mokare Robert Brown

Celia Rosscra'[ J/{}E jﬁ&{n{ Erruose Foitey

Welliam Dempict ol o Forrest
James Drummond

Marian Ellis Rowan kdé,},ﬂf;-

_Charles Gardner -

~ B .
\t SO T ,Pl.n._r_a

Max Koch

Exploring WA's ﬁf_‘

Western £
flustralian Flora

Westem Australia has almost half of
Australia’s 25,000 plont species and
two thirds of these do not eccur naturally
anywhere else on Earth. The South West
is recognised as Australia's only global
biodiversity holspot.

beauty rich and rare



anapshots of Western Australia

Western Australia covers

2.5 million square kilometres
and is home to half Australia’s
25,000 plant species. Three

We make sense of the overwhelming
ecological diversity and sheer size of
our State by grouping plants together
in the WA Botanic Garden to represent

Other beds are dedicated to key genera
such as Verticordia, Boronia, Grevillea
and Hakea, Waxes and Kangaroo Paws
and Eucalyptus.

the varied regions of Western Australig,
such as the Wheatbelt, Goldfields,
Stirling Ronges, Rottnest and Garden
Islands, the Kimberley, Mulga, Southern
Coast and Darling Ranges.

thousand of these are on display

it this WA Botatie Gitdan: Thematic planting has been a consistent

feature of the WA Botanic Garden since
its inception.

South West Region

Diversity at its Greafest

A botanist’s delight, the South West of Western Ausiralia is
for its unique biediversity.

\.‘. Mulga Reglon

Droughts and Flooding Rains

Stretching from the coast to the desert, the arid
Mulgairegion is home fo fough woody shrubs
i Mulga Wattle.

8  Western Australian Botanic Garden



Kimberley and
Pilbara Regions

Ancient and Alluring

The vast Pilbara and Kimberley regions offer breathtaking
scanery, speclocular sunse lours, ancient rock art,
red rock gorges, termite mounds, tranguil billabongs

and a mix of flora and fauna adopted fo these

regions’ varied habifals.

| Gy Frilledseel iz r LG | RS RS i
s, Ghovt 1 ek Ead Woldl. 1 el ol

Deseri Reglon

Nature s Colour Palette

Red sand, big skies, starry nights, ephemeral lakes,
# awesome landscape, carpets of colour and ancient
landforms have inspired explorers, naturalists
and artisis to capture the beauty of this
floro-rich landscope.
o SUrprising feature of Australia’s deserf regions is
their remendous capacity 1o erupt into colour
fellowing geod rains,

A v
Hiany, Aeseres

Eerlestioy

Mallee Region
i A Haven for Wildlife

Mallee Eucalypts, Gimlets, Salibush, repliles, jewel beeiles
and parrots live in the vast Maollee region surrounded

by the Eucalypt woodland of the Goldfields ond the
Wheatbelt regions.

Mecior-laden blossom and oil rich Eucalypis pedume the
landscapa, atftracting rich birdlife ta this biodiverse haven.
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To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the WA Botanic Garden
in 2015, a new ‘Anniversary Adventure’ was published each
month. These self-guided walks encourage visitors to explore
different areas of the WA Botanic Garden and discover its
best kept secrets.

Each was chosen for its botanical, artistic, historical and aesthetic
qualities and timed to be looking its seasonal best. The adventures
ranged from brief 15-minute strolls to hour-long expeditions, and
allowed visitors to enhance their experience of Kings Park and
Botanic Garden.

Here we have featured five Anniversary Adventures as well as a
Tour of Trees — fo showcase Kings Park’s most unusual, beautiful
and significant trees.



The beauty of nature:
a feminine touch

Journey to the heart of the Western
Australian Botanic Garden to
explore the cool oasis of the
Pioneer Women'’s Memorial and
the Water Garden.

The most striking artwork that greets
you as you enter the precinct is the lady
in the lake, holding @ small child. This
sculpture was created by acclaimed
local artist Margaret Priest and
commemorates the pioneer women of
Western Australia. It symbolises their
courage, strength and tenderness —
mother and child making their way
through the wilderness (the fountains)
towards their future. You may nofice
that the woman does not directly face
the entrance point of the area — this
was to symbolise a mark of modesty.

As you make your way downhill
towards the Water Garden, the rolling
lawn gives way fo a celebration of

the contribution of Western Australian
women to sociely.

Art and nature form graceful partners
in this green and tranquil spot, which
makes an inspiring yet restful part of
your botanic garden experience.

Featuring artworks created by Western
Australian women, the Water Garden

encompasses a granite londscope that
portrays a Darling Range waterway.

Artists Coral Lowry and Holly Story
provide more beautiful artwork to
explore as you follow the quiet paths
around the Water Garden. Their works
signify life, strength of heart, renewal
and leadership.

The artwork also acknowledges
the traditional value of this area to
Aboriginal women.

QO oo )

LOVEKIN DRIVE

The water garden was officially opened
in 1968 and refurbished in 1999.

Things to do and find

* Learn about the life cycle of the

motorbike frog as you walk through
the Water Garden.

e Listen to the rush of water, watch the
dragonflies and search for tadpoles
or frogs.

* Follow the brass plagques embedded
in the paths, which celebrate the
many women’s organisations that
have made significant contributions in
Western Australia.

e Take a seat in the Water Garden
Pavilion, enjoy the surroundings and
take a moment to reflect on the role
of women in our community and your
own life — past, present and future.

beauty rich and rare
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Bolanic
Pavilien'

Boloric
Terroces

Tall Treasures

Dive into the Western
Australian Botanic Garden on
an Anniversary Adventure and
discover its best kept secrets.

Our journey begins at the WA Botanic
Garden entry, framed by a cluster

of Silver Princess trees (Eucalyptus
caesia). Known for their metallic,
powdery branches and vibrant pink
blooms, the Silver Princess is pollinated
by birds and hails from granite
outcrops in WA’s harsh Wheatbelt.

It is uncommon in the wild.

Moving along, you'll be instantly
taken with the Giant Boab (Adansonia
gregorii) near the Forrest Carpark —

a bulb-shaped beauty painstakingly
transported from the alluvial plains

of the East Kimberley in 2008.

A generous gift from the area’s

Gija people, the iree is more than

12 Western Australian Botanic Garden

750 years old and would have been
traditionally used as a source of food
and medicine. Nearby, you'll spot
the Kingsmill’s Mallee (Eucalyptus
kingsmillii) and Large-fruited Mallee
(Eucalyptus youngiana).

The Tuarts, found at Tuart Lawn, are
the fallest trees on the Swan Coastal
Plain. Venturing onto the Lotterywest
Federation Walkway, spot the majestic
Karri trees (Eucalyptus diversicolor)

— some of the tallest flowering trees
on Earth. Native to WA's South West
region, Karri trees commonly grow

60 metres tall and can stretch up to
90 metres high.

Turn left to Roe Gardens, where

you'll find Rose Mallee (Eucalyptus
rhodantha), Pear-fruited Mallee
(Eucalyptus pyriformis) and the striking
Mottlecah (Eucalyptus macrocarpa).
Boasting the biggest blooms of any
eucalypt, the Mottlecah is native to the
State’s sandplains and is loved for its
large waxy leaves and silvery fruits.

G

Wadijuk Carpark

Make your way back toward the WA
Botanic Garden entry, through the

~ shady Marri grove and admire these

majestic gums with their large fruits
known as honkey nuts. Marri trees
(Corymbia calophylla) are traditionally
known as medicine trees for the
healing and antiseptic qualities of their
gum and leaves.

The Acacia Steps is your next stop,
where nearby you will see an unusual
semi-parasitic free. The WA Christmas
Tree (Nuytsia floribunda), so named
because it flowers in early summer and
has clusters of vibrant orange blooms,
gets some of its nourishment from the
roofs of other plants.

Descend the Acacia Steps to reach
the Water Garden where you will
find a grove of Dwellingup Mallee
(Eucalyptus drummondiii x rudis —
formerly Eucalyptus graniticola).
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After discovering a single tree in the
wild, this hybrid mallee was rescued
by the BGPA using DNA fingerprinting
and tissue culture to produce new
specimens.

Walk up through the WA Banksia
Garden and loop around to find

the Ramel’s Mallee (Eucalyptus
rameliana). Presumed extinct for more
than a century, it was rediscovered

in 1991.

Your journey ends at the aptly named
Eucalyptus Carpark, which showcases
a variety of eucalypts including Salmon
White Gums (Eucalyptus lane-poolei)
and lllyarrie (Eucalyptus erythrocorys).

/ arri
P

Lookou! i
‘avilion

Karri Forest
Garden

Pavilion

Walar
Garden

Pionear Women's.
Menvoral

@ Silver Princess,
Eucalyptus caesia

e Kingsmill’s Mallee,
Eucalyptus kingsmillii

e Large-fruited Mallee,
Eucalyptus youngiana

@ Boab - Gija Jumulu*,
Adansonia gregorii

© Variegated Peppermint,
Agonis flexvosa

@ Tuar,

Eucalyptus gomphocephala

o Karri,

Eucalyptus diversicolor

€ Queensland Bottle Tree,
Brachychiton rupestris

€ Pear-fruited Mallee,
Eucalyptus pyriformis

Q@ Mottlecah,
Eucalyptus macrocarpa

@ Rose Mallee,
Eucalyptus rhodantha
@ Marri,
Corymbia calophylla

@ Western Australian Christmas Tree,
Nuytsia floribunda

(14] Dwellingup Mallee,
Eucalyptus drummondii x rudis
(formerly Eucalyptus graniticola)

@ Scar Tree — Tuart,
Eucalyptus gomphocephala

@ Ramel’s Mallee,
Eucalyptus rameliana

@ Salmon White Gum,
Eucalyptus lane-poolei

18] Red-capped Gum or lllyarrie,
Eucalyptus erythrocorys

* This Boab, now a permanent resident in
Kings Park, was a gift to Western Australia
from the Gijo people of the East Kimberley.
Jumulu is the Gija term for Boab.

beauty rich and rare
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Swan Canning Riverpark

LOTTERYWEST
FEDERATION
WALKWAY

Lotterywest Federation
Walkway

Quite often the beauty and
significance of an area is
understood once you can see things
from a distance. This Anniversary
Adventure takes you on a journey
through the treetops and along the
Lotterywest Federation Walkway.

Starting south of the Forrest
Roundabout, spend a moment
appreciating the marble mosaic in
the path. This is your starting point
and features two young Tuart leaves
(Eucalyptus gomphocephala). As you
take the journey, you may notice
the cast iron inlays in the footpath,
signifying the converging of two
cultures, the Indigenous and the
European.

14  Western flustralian Botanic Garden

Follow the pathway towards the mighty
Boab Tree (Gija Jumulu), taking

a moment to enjoy the emerging
wildflowers from the Mulga, Desert and
Kimberley regions on display. Once
you have been amazed by the Boab
and the stunning views from the Two
Rivers Lookout, follow the path past the
Conservation, Boronia and Verticordia
Gardens. You will soon become
immersed in the serenity of the Western
Australian Botanic Garden.

Follow the path and you will arrive at
the Mount Eliza lookout, which offers
stunning views of the Swan River and
Perth city.

Moving along, you will reach the entry
to the elevated section of the Walkway,
where the steel mesh surface allows
you to see the world beneath your feet
as you progress fowards the peak.

The crest of the bridge is an ideal
viewing point and photo opportunity.
This is a great time to pause for a few
moments to listen for birds and try to
spot them in the freetops.

Once you have taken the time to

soak in all that the Walkway has to
offer, make the descent and follow

the pathway towards Beedawong, a
Nyoongar meeting place. Your journey
has now come to an end and you are
in the heart of the Western Australian
Botanic Garden.



Banksia and
Conservation Gardens

On this Anniversary Adventure

you will wander through two star
attractions of the Western Australian
Botanic Garden: the Conservation
Garden, harbouring Western
Australia’s most endangered

flora, and the blooming beautiful
Banksia Garden.

Conservation conversation

Start af the entrance to the
Conservation Garden near the Forrest
Roundabout and follow the pathway
that leads toward the Wildflower
Pavilion. The meandering pathways
will lead you past threatened flora from
WA's South West right to the northern
tip of the Kimberley region, grouped
according to habitat type. Read stories
about these plants’ struggle for survival
along the way.

As you walk through this rare collection,
you will arrive at the Wildflower
Pavilion. In a former life, the Wildflower
Pavilion was home to the original
Botanic Garden office which was built
in a quintessentially 1960s design.

To preserve its architectural legacy, it
was transformed into an open pavilion
and lifted into its current position in
2002. It was recently restored following
maijor storm damage in 2014.

Continue though the pavilion fo

reach a display of flora which are all
critically endangered. Some are close
to extinction. Conserving them here will
assist their survival.

On leaving the Conservation Garden,
you will find yourself at the Banksia

Garden.

(AN
i HERE
LOVEKIN DRIVE:

GONSERVATION
GARDEN

BANKSIA
GARDEN

Beautiful banksias

There are an astonishing 94 taxa of
Banksia on display here, varying from
ground covers through to small trees.
You may be interested to know the
Banksia Garden bed requires the least
amount of water of any bed in the
Western Australian Botanic Garden.

Within the Banksia Garden you will
also come across the Scar Tree. This
ancient Tuart has been registered

with the Department of Aboriginal
Affairs, as it was traditionally ‘scarred’
by Nyoongar people in pre-colonial
times fo either mark significant places
or obtain bark for shelter, tools and
food. Take a moment to rest on the
seats in the Banksia Garden and
appreciate the view. These seafs are
made from milled Banksia from a tree
that fell across a firebreak in Kings Park
bushland. The Banksia Garden mosaics
and seat were designed by local Artisit
Philippa O’Brien.

beautyrichandrare |5



Western Australian
Botanic Garden entry

Your journey begins outside
Aspects of Kings Park at the mosaic
artwork of the Botanic Gardens
and Parks Authority logo, which
includes local native plants.
Created by Rudolf Verschoor and
Jacqueline Pinnock, the artwork is
one of a series designed by the pair
at various locations including the
Botanic Garden entry, the Nature
Trail and at Synergy Parkland.

Moving along, stop by the show-
stopping garden bed leading to the
Floral Clock. Dubbed the “floral
mound’, it is home to many of the
State’s floral jewels, showcasing
decorative ornamental species from
around Western Australia.

16 Western fustralian Botanic Garden

Next, you will arrive at the Floral Clock,
a larger-than-life timepiece featuring
native plants. Loved by generations

of Western Australians, this is the

third home of the Floral Clock and
demonstrates the use of Australian
plants in a cottage-style garden.

First unveiled in 1962, the Floral
Clock was created with a bequest from
Mr F. Wittenoom, a local pastoralist.
Over the years it has evolved in style

— from exotic plantings surrounding

a replica Swiss chalet to its current
design. |t was moved to its final
location in 2013.

Turn down the path to reach the

official entry to the Western Australian
Botanic Garden, draped in the weeping
branches of a grove of Silver Princess
(Eucalyptus caesia). This elegant
eucalypt is rare in the wild - found only

Admirisiation
| & ingy Office

» Aspects of Kings Pork Gallery Shap
= Cale " rr 03\”; WAY
s

BOTANIC GARDEN
ENTRY PRECINGT 7

on granite outcrops in WA's rugged
Wheatbelt. Look for the Red and Green
Kangaroo Paw mosaic at this location.

From here you can take a tour through
the WA Botanic Garden. Short on
time? Choose the 30-minute highlights
walk which includes flora from the
State’s South West right up fo the
Kimberley region. It also includes the
giant Boab tree (Gija Jumulu) and the
rare and endangered plants of the
Conservation Garden.

For an in-depth look, set off and
explore 17 hectares of garden beds
displaying WA plants in themed
gardens such as the Banksia Garden
and the flora from the Stirling Ranges.
Along the way, you will see inspiring
artwork, walk amongst the treetops and
discover more about Aboriginal culture.



Sensational Sandplains

Our final Anniversary Adventure
takes us through the WA Botanic
Garden’s beautiful sandplains
displays. Beginning at Roe Gardens,
your journey includes the Kwongan
displays as well as the rugged
Wheatbelt region. Along the way,
look out for Kangaroo Paws in
bloom and the largest flowering
Eucalypt — the Mottlecah.

When the weather heats up, it's a
common misconception that gardens
become hot, dry and unwelcoming,
destined to resemble a desert until
the cooling rains of autumn. Not true.
December is the perfect time to

enjoy the Western Australian Botanic
Garden’s sensational sandplains!

Starting at Roe Gardens, next to the
Place of Reflection, you will come
across garden beds which display one
of the most diverse ranges of Western
Australian flora, showcasing the beauty
from locations such as Mount Lesueur,

* recognised for its extensive biodiversity.

You will notice the vegetation in the
area comprises low, heath-like shrubs
and herbaceous plants with few trees.
This is representative of the typical
Kwongan vegetation of Western
Australia.

You may wish to meander through
the garden beds, following the sandy
pathways to immerse yourself in the
sandplain experience. Pileanthus
(Coppercups), Conospermum
(Smokebush), Verticordia
(Featherflowers), Anigozanthos
(Kangaroo Paws), and the largest

SANDPLAINS

flowering Eucalypt, Eucalyptus
macrocarpa (Mottlecahs) are

all on display in this part of the
Western Australian Botanic Garden,
even when the sun starts to beat down
in the hottest part of the day.

Now follow the beds north along
Forrest Drive and discover other
sandplain flora that grows within the
wider Wheatbelt region. As you come
closer to the DNA Tower and the end
of the Wheatbelt gardens, you can loop
back around to experience the journey
on the far side of the beds away from
the roadside. Alternatively, from here
you can visit the DNA tower, take time
to view the Firefighters’ Memorial, or
stay in the Botanic Garden and cool
down near the Pioneer Women’s
Memorial fountain.

N7
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In Review

An external review

was commissioned

in the lead up to the
anniversary fo examine
whether the WA
Botanic Garden had
met its original guiding
vision set in 1962.
Most major objectives
of the vision and first
master plan were
found to have been
successfully achieved.

‘The panel considers that the Westfern
Australian Botanic Garden plays a
vital role in Kings Park’s standing

as the most heavily visited single-
point location in Western Australia,
with visitation rising from 2 million
to 6 million over the past two
decades. The living collections are
highly valued for visitor experiences,
horticulture, education, science and
conservation with the continued
development of

STRAMIAN.
R WETRERD AL e

- {ON 7
sz THE NAT

A six week expedition to collect seed, including Boab, from the
Kimberley was funded by the Friends of Kings Park in July 2015.

18 Western fustralian Botanic Garden

the horticultural themes and current
good maintenance of the collections
ensuring ongoing appreciation.
Both the formal education and
informal learning provided are

at international levels of quality
and outcomes. Curriculum-based
primary school environmental
learning has grown strongly from
5,000 students per annum a decade
ago fo 20,000 now. The Science
Direciorate has an international

reputation as one of the leading
botanic garden research groups,
applying the integrated conservation
framework to their research strategy,
aiming to inform and help achieve
biodiversity (mainly plant and fungal)
conservation and resforation.”

Prof S Hopper AS FLS FTSE,

Dr P Moors AOQ, and

Mr Mark Richardson,

Review of the WA Botanic Garden
February 2013
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Their Royal Highnesses, The Prince of Wales and Duchess of
Cornwall, visited Kings Park on 15 November 2015. The Prince of
Wales, who is known for his interest in plant conservation, took a
private tour of the Kings Park Science laborafories and nursery.



The 26th edition of
‘Nuytsia: the WA Journal
of Systematic Botany’ was
specially commissioned
for the anniversary
and lounched on
19 November 2015,
with seven collaborative
papers naming fifty
new WA plont species—
many after contributors
to the WA Botanic
Gorden over ifs history.
Forly one of the species
are conservation-listed.
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Kings Park is chosen as the future home of the State
Botanic Garden from 17 possible locations in Perth.

The new Director

Dr John Beard searches
worldwide to recruit a
seed collector, nursery
chief, botanist and other
founding staff.

"We visualise this area

as a major tourist
attraction” WA Premier

Sir David Brand announces
£166,000 to establish

the Botanic Garden.

Wild seed collecting begins
around WA. The Kings Park
Nursery turns ifs aftention
to learning to cultivate
native species.

The design of the Botanic
Garden is laid out.
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Batanist John Beard tokes stock of the
been o constont port of the Botonic Gorden's doy's collection of plant specimens.
history. Pictured: Dr John Beord and botanist Beord becomes Director of Kings Pork and
Botanic Garden in 1961, Photo! F Lullfitz

Wild seed collecting around the State has

Payl Wilson. Phota: H Dermarz
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1965 The Western Australian Botanic Garden is officially opened with a
plague unveiled by WA Premier Sir David Brand.

f‘:,Cf)’ Lady Doris Brand, wife of the Premier, asks local women to donate
a shilling each to raise £10,000 for a memorial to the pioneer
women of WA.

‘966 4,500 kangaroo paws are planted in the world’s first mass

garden display of this iconic plant.

1968  The Water Garden is completed as the centerpiece of the

Botanic Garden. b

Kings Park starts its horticultural trainee program. A teenager named
Grady Brand enrols in 1978, and 37 years later is the Senior Curator
of Kings Park.

“Woman and child’ sculptor Margaret Priest with project architect Geofirey
Summerhoyes of the opening of the Pioneer Wamen'’s Memerial in 1958,
Photo courtesy Helen Priest.

Lef: Flowers from the Kimberley are grown and proudly displayed for the fiest
fime ot fhe ‘Kings Park Wildflower Show' in 1967.
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Classic 1970s architecture
appears in the form of
new visitor amenities and
gardeners’ facilities.

The Kings Park Nursery
contfinues to make significant
advances in cultivating native
flora for horticulture.

Botanist Dr Paul Wycherley
appointed as the second
Director of Kings Park, one of

, . WAL Discoveries alert us
only four heads of the Botanic Curnent CEQ rEW bb i  CEOs Dr § hen Hepper,
Garden in ts 50 year history. RS Yo value of WA ﬂora

Dr Wycherley was succeeded by Dr Stephen
Hopper in 1992 and Mr Mark Webb
in 2004.

Kings Park scientific research progrom
established. Around 60 Kings Park scientists
work in biodiversity conservation today.

The Botavic Garden expands from
25 fo 33 acres (43 heclares) and is almost
edirely devoted fo WA's wiique flora.

One of the 1970s buildings, now called Yorkos Nyinning.

Asuccessful progrom of s:umnh: :eseorch wnderpins the WA Botonic Gorden
Article courtesy The West Ausiralion, Maorch 1994

The cav{% 4970s are a pcnad 0)0 science, des
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00 Year Journey
»Western flustralian Botanic Garden

w 1975-1980 &

1975 Park staff build a granite seat to honour
Bessie Rischbieth, the chairperson
of ‘The Citizens’ Committee for the
Safeguarding of Kings Park’ during

the 1960s.
1977 The Kings Park N i
e Kings Park Nursery receives a new s oo A Lot
. ovalifolia is iful by ] P
glasshouse and other improvements ety ‘,‘J"‘“':E;:“ o oo onia ,{‘_cj:‘}?
¥ g lant that hos been (it ~ o Pivoy
which enhance the Park’s ability to gothored et i g b il e e
A ond then developed ‘t g “"t oo o “
grow its own flora. for horculue n he B b kb,

Mursary.

1978 Cyclone Alby causes havoc in the South
West of WA, uprooting trees and causing
major damage in the Botanic Garden.

19751980 15
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o0 Year Journey
Western flustralian Botanic Barde

A remarkable 23,801 native
plant specimens are recorded in
the Kings Park Herbarium.

Four new glasshouses are built to
house the State’s rarest flora, along
with plants from the northern and
arid regions of Western Australia.
These are open to the public.

eft: The Kings Park Veluntear
| Guides provide o friendly
face for visitors. Prior to fheir
£ estoblishment, guided wolks

1 were led by staff.

! " Below: Park Superintendent
John Wotson leads o wolk

i for visitars in the carly 1960s.

55 volunteers complete their training
to become the first Kings Park
Volunteer Guides. The Guides still
provide daily guided walks and
respond to thousands of enquiries
in the Kings Park Visitor Information
Centre each year.

1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 - 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
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19204 ARare and Endangered Garden is established to raise

Fo ]
¥
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awareness of WA’s most threatened flora and in 2008
is moved to current Conservation Garden.

Amid lean economic times, a government employment
scheme is used to build new paths in the Park. A young
immigrant employed by the scheme, Peter Nguyen, catches
the eye of Kings Park staff and is employed as a gardener.
30 years later, Peter is the Curator of Horticultural Displays
in Kings Park.

One sixth of the known plant taxa in Western Australia can
be found growing in the Botanic Garden by 1989.

'Edavi, 3000 Wester Australian plavt taxa can be found
growing, in he Botavic Garden. WA is the only place in
the world where most of these plavts grow in the wild.

Top: Rore ond endongered flora wos
originally displayed 1o the public in o
glosshouse.

Lelt: A young Pater Mguyen shows his
first ever crop of pink everdostings in
Kings Park to his fomily in the mid 1980s
Above: Pater Nguyen hos been pont

of the eccomplishments of the Botanic
Gaorden for 30 yeors.

2000 2005 2010 2015
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o0 Year Journey
 Western Australian Botanic Garden

Seed storage moves from glass jars to cryogenics
with the opening of the WA Seed Technology Centre
in Kings Park.
Right: Current Curator of
The appointment of Botanist Dr Stephen Hopper as SR des Iecnnigs

Director brings about renewed energy and vision. of the world's most prolific

seed collectars.

“His aim was for the park to become a window Balow; Dr Stephen Hopper
on the natural world for an increasingly urbanised m"&f:ﬁm‘ﬁﬂ o
society” A Joy Forever: The Story of Kings Park Collector Luke Sweedman

on expedition ot Mount Luke,
Piroto: Rhion Smith

and Botanic Garden by
Dr Dorothy Erickson.

The Friends of Kings Park
community group is established. & -
The Friends now have well over = T—
1000 members, 300 active '
volunteers and have since
provided $10 million to

Kings Park, with significant
contributions from Lotterywest
and the Friends’ popular native
plant sales.

the Friends of Kings Park notive plant sales

“Community il mey
on the c’ha_ffcw_gﬁ:sj:-

of

1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990-1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
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Top: New seating ond mosaic artworks
by local anist Philippe O'Brien are
added to the Banksia Garden.

Above: Redevelopment of Roe Gordens
in 1997 breathes new life into one of
the Park’s best views.

1999

o0 Year Journey
Western Australian Botanic Garden

Garden beds are redeveloped.
More Western Australian plant species
are introduced.

The first major outdoor concert is held
in the WA Botanic Garden, creating a
buzz about this new outdoor concert
venue for Perth.

Kings Park wins a gold medal at the
Chelsea Flower Show, London, for a
second time for its display of WA flora.

The Kings Park Volunteer Master
Gardeners is established to provide an
advisory service to the public.

A pavilion, sculptures and a
commemorative pathway add tranquil
beauty during a major upgrade to the
Water Garden.

David Smith, now of Plan E Landscape
Architecis, begins a long association

with Kings Park during @ major project
to upgrade the water garden.

d Her Mojesty Queen
Wl Elizabeth Il views the
i winning Kings Park disploy
at Chelsea with Kings Pork's
Stephen Hopper.

Right: Design complements nature in o major
project 1o upgrode the Water Garden in 1999,

Below: Concens bring new oudiences fo the
‘WA Botonic Garden each summer,

beauty rich and rare
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o0 Year Journey
Western Australian Botanic Garden

The WA Botanic Garden disploy at
the Japan Flora 2000 exhibition

wins 33 medals, 4 trophies and

Best International Garden. It is viewed
by a staggering 11 million people. R —
in Jopan.

Below lefi: A recreation of the
Jopan Flora 2000 display ot
the 2000 Kings Park Wildflower
Exhibition.

Below right: The Lotterywest
Federation Walkwoy designed

+ by Donaldson + Wam
architects features Aberiginal
design and knowledge from
lecal ertist Richard Walley.

An ancient Tuart in the Banksia Garden
known as the ‘Scar Tree’ becomes a
Registered Aboriginal Heritage Site.

Kings Park begins a parinership

with the UK Millenium Seed Bank,
contributing 1,600 Western Australian
seed collections to 2015.

The Wildflower Pavilion — a popular
wedding venue — is created by
transforming a 1970s gardeners’
building with a distinctive curved
timber roof.

The Lotterywest Federation Walkway
sends visitors skywards with its stunning
walk through the tree canopy.

' 2000- 2005 2010 2015

0
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2007

2008

2008

2009

The Kings Park Festival transforms
info a month-long event. It is now
free to enter and displays wildflowers
in permanent beds that are more
sustainable than potted displays of
the past.

The Conservation Garden opens,
providing a safe haven for some

of the State’s most rare and
endangered flora and an opportunity
for community education.

A 750 year old Boab tree, the

Gija Jumulu, is rescued from
roadworks in the East Kimberley
and travels 3,200 km by truck from
the Warmun Community fo a new
home in the Botanic Garden.

A large fire in Kings Park burns

40 hectares and threatens the
Botanic Garden. Despite extreme
conditions, the fire is controlled and
the bushland recovers well.

g <4 90 Year Journey |
z\Western Australian Botanic Garden

8 2007 Kings Park Festival
R event progrom. A record
500,000 peaple atend the
2007 Kings Park Festival

Right: Gija Jumulu coptures the
hearts of Western Austrolians.
Below: An aeriol view of the burnt

area odjacent 1o the Bolonic
Gorden in 2009.

The Conservation Gorden
duploys a collection of
Y hrectoned and critically

i endangered flom.
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The Place of Reflection opens as a sanctuary for
tranquil contemplation for the whole community,
especially those who have suffered trauma

or grief.

The cost and effort of removing tonnes of green
waste becomes a thing of the past with the
infroduction of an award-winning 100% green
waste recycling program in Kings Park.

Rio Tinto Naturescape Kings Park connects children
with nature and gives a new lease of life to the
Botanic Garden’s arboretum. An ‘arboretum’ is a
living collection of trees.

Kings Park Education opens its new home.
Now 23,000 school students visit for curriculum
based education programs each year.

The Kings Park
Festival celebrates A mulititude OTC bcaufﬁn’

50 years of flower
i and visitor-fiiendly, new

The popular floral projects has | ifted the
clock moves to its Proﬁfc O)C Krvrg,s Park
third home. i hcighfs

The Botanic Terraces
and Botanic Pavilion
open on 4 October to mark the 50th
anniversary of the Western Australian
Botanic Garden.

1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985
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50 Year Journey
Western flustralian Botanic Garden

Top: {lel] Ploce of Reflection and [right] launch of
Rio Tindo Noturescope Kings Park.

Middle: Enviranmental science ond Myoongar
N cullrol progroms are the most pepular for

§  school escursions,

Botiom: The flerol clock wes first esiablished
in 1942 lis current locotion at the eniry to the
Botanic Garden is its third hame




Thank you

The Western Australian Botanic Garden is a precious sanctuary for people and plants in the heart of Perth.

It has grown more beautiful and popular with each passing year, thanks to the dedication of our staff,

volunteers and many supporters in the community who love Western Australian flora and cherish Kings Park
and Botanic Garden as much as we do.

Watle birds and parrofs raze the air,
erack open the hearts of flowers,
the nver below so huge and still
wpv can feel the clouds inside it

Fom Evenivg, Kina,s Fark’
bvl poet Nandi Chinva, 2045

Botonic Gardens and Parks Authoriy shof August 2015

We appreciate vour continved support.

{
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www.bgpa.wa.gov.au
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