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Department and Westcare
combine to fight feral cats

THE Department has joined forces with Westcare
Industries—an organisation employing people with
disabilitics—to manufacture a device to trap feral eats.

The device was invented by Dave Algar, one of our research
scientists based ot Woodvale, and his research team.

Drave said the success of the traps was greal news for the
Depariment’s nalure conservation programs because wildlife
recovery progrums (such as Western Shicld) relied on contral-
ling fomes and cats before mtive species could be re-introduced,

The trap uses a recording to make “minow” sounds 1o atiract
ingpuisitive cats imo traps and will be wsed by the Department as
part of an extensive stale-wide feral cat control Progrum.

Environment and Heritage Minisier Dr Judy Edwards shgned
letiers of exchange on behalf of the Depariment with Westcare's
Chiel Executive, Richard Elsey, 1o mark the start of the venture.
If swccessful, the agreement will be formalised with a contract
nexl year.

The Depariment has worked with Westcare for many years
ansd is dn.-!i_r-,hr.ed that it enin manufaciore and sell the devices o
the Depariment and fo ather outkets arcund the world.

‘Westcare employs more than 100 people in the printing,
packaging. embroidery and elecironics industries, The agree-
ment o make the cat traps will belp wo keep 12 people in
employment.

Richard Elsey said the trops would be manufociared ot
Wesicare's Bentley factory in Technology Park.

“We'll be making a significant effon o promete i and
increase sales becoase it will generate regular income,” he said.

“Thez athser boaus % that our workers, like most people,
like 1o dio something that is useful and beneficinl

10 the community.

“It gives their working day o bit more dignity P
and they are excited about cur artangement and

parinership with the Depaniment.”
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