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Bruce Withnell and John Angus, from Woadvale, ave morning rea durving a cross
cowntry transect of Faure [sland. (Inset) Dave Algar. Photograph by Norman Bailey.

Faure Island may become wildlife
sanctuary without feral cats

Feral cat control sirategies
developed by the Department
may provide the technigues
needed for effective feral cat
eradication from many islands
around the world.

The successful baiting of Faure
Island in the Shark Bay region
last year resulted in the eradica-
tion of the entire feral cat popula-
tion in several days.

Other feral cat eradication pro-
grams throughout the world have
taken months or years to com-
plete so the Depariment’s success
is outstanding,

More feral cat eradication pro-
grams are planned for other

islands off the Western Australian
coast, the ressarch scientist in
charge of the Department’s cat
control programs, Dave Algar,
said.

Faure Island is leased by the
Australian Wildlife Conservancy
and 1% to become a wildlife sane-
tuary. The AWC hopes to translo-
cate five nalive mammal species
to the island: the Western Barred
Bandicoot (Perameles
bougairviile), Boodie (Bettongia
leswenr), Grealer Stick Nest Rat
{Leporillus condivor), Shark Bay
Mouse (Peeudomys fieldi) and the
Banded Hare Wallaby
(Lagostrophus fasciats), AWC

funded the cat eradication work
undertaken by Dave Algar and
Iohn Angus from Science
Division at Woodvale, and Rob
Brazell, Christina Gilbert and
Bruce Withnell from Regional
Services, Wellington District.

Dave said the feral cats were
probably introduced to Faure
Island from pearling vessels or
early pastoralists in the late nine-
teenth century and probably con-
tributed 1o the extinction of
native animal species.

Faure Island is thought 1o be
the second largest island in the
world where feral cats have sue-
cessfully been eradicated,
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