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Enthusiasts rediscover ‘extinct’ plant

THE dedication of two Kalbarri plant
enthusiasts hus led to the rediscovery of u plant
species that has not been recorded for almost 130
VeI

The species is Srachysiemmon remarophoris that
winl o was listed ax presumed extinct, 1 rn\n'inqm!y
wis known only from two collections, one made by
James Drommond from Moore-Murchison Rivers in
185% and another by Augusius Oldfield from the
Murchson Biver belone 1373,

But recently. Don and Barbara Bellairs have lsad
confrmation that o plant r]h:y collected in Kalbarri
Muotional Park is the species thar has not been formally
racorded sinoe then.

Stactresterion nesatophorus—ihe species doesn't
Biave a commmon mame=—1% & slender, erect shruby
between 30 and 60 cm tall. It has narrow leaves abou
12 mum long with very small Mowers that grow mn
clasters at the ends of branches. Little is known about
the plam's biology and ceology and the rediscovery
will provide a good opportunity for study.

The finding by Mr and Mrs Bedlairs has enabled the
wdentity of another specimen collected in the Kalbarmi
area by Andrew Hrown and Steve Van Lecuwen of the
Department of Conservation and Land Management in
1985 10 be confirmed.

Mr and Mrs Bellairs have had o keen milerest in
wildflowers and the nataral environment for many
years amd began collecting flor specimens and

by Alanna Chant

creating a herbarium 30 years ago.

The Beliairs moved 1o Kalharr 35 years ago and
began collecting flom specimens and sending them to
the WA Herbarium o confiom identification. They
opened a wikdflower centre in Kalbarri called
‘Kalflora’, Their extensive fora knowledge
contribated to the success of the cenre and they
contnued their berbarium colleclions.

When they retired and sold the wildflowes
centne togothar witl thear herbanum colleclion, the
Bellnirs began expanding the Kalburn Mational
Park's herburium collection as volunteers For the
Department.

Therr veluntéer work alse included .nx.-..'isting with
the: Department’s Western Shield native onimal
recovery initiative in Kalbarri National Pagk through
helping with trapping and mdio tracking of woylies
and chudinch,

Bince Mr and Mrs Belinirs began collecting flora,
they have collected 1142 specimens in the Kalbarmi
aren. They have collected |3 species listed as
Declared Rare Flora and 86 that are listed as Priority
or poarly known flora, They estimoie there ore
possibly 1300 o 1400 different plant specics in the
Kalbarri National Park, as they are still finding plants
they have not yet collected,
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