David Tiggenidine ar the Perth Qbservearary., Phota by

Pennies from heaven

WESTERN Power and YWater
Corporation meter réaders were
despatched to the Perth Observatory in
Bickley to cast a critical eye over
Departmental operations.

The bills had dropped se much that both
utilities were concerned that something
Sirange Wwas goinge on.

What they found, however, was greatly
improved efficiency in the use of water and
electricity.

Perth Observatory employes, David
Tiggerdipe has been responsible for:
= putting heating on tmers;

using infrared lght 1o stop condensation

on telescopes;

improving irrigation systems;

connecting two Lot water systems into

one system; and

changing refrigerators.

So far the Observatory electricity bills have
been halved with an 5110 g in the last
two years — no mean feat as Observatory staff
already belicved themselves 1o be energy effi-
cient. Power bills dropped from 523,000 in
1948 to 512,000 this year.

it Bailey.

As o consequence, the Federal
Crovernment Greenhouse building energy
rating — a computer program that measures
the efficiency of space versus encrgy con-
sumplion — rose from 3.5 to 5 stars.

“You know you've done a good job when
Western Power and the Water Corporation
check their meters, but there are more sav="
ings:we can achieve” David said,

His new plans include:

putting electronic ballasts on triphosphor

to achieve a 3 percent
imprc on lighting efficiency; and
buying a heat exchanger 1o redus
conditioning accounis by 70 per cent.

David worked with technichl staff
Werveer and John Pearse to implement th
changes. He also points out that case stug
around the world showed energy efficient
buildings enhanced work satisfaction amd
reduced staff sickness, leading to-nmore
effective working environment, : ; .

CGiovernment Astronomer Dr Jamie Biggs. -
said that David’s work had been a big help,
particularly since the Observatory budget
was petting tighter.







9.1pg



17.jpg



F'/‘ bj Norm Z;W/%If = /.
/> Da\;& //:—370,;0((% ~ /DQ% Olocoryode
2 J Vb~ @ /\/’Aica(.‘o._ //Q/la,,\o// O‘{IZQ—/ N 2l (. g

olo et for T SR foers ettt



	080028-2002
	Pennies_from_heaven_0001_a
	Pennies_from_heaven_0004
	Pennies_from_heaven_0005
	Pennies_from_heaven_0001_b

