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THE State Government has
created 29 new national parks,
seven new conservation parks
and six new nature reserves
across the south west forests.

Legislation to create the new
parks and reserves was passed in
State Parliament in late November,
causing a collective sigh of relief
from the CALM team that worked
for two years to get the parks up
and running.

Finalising boundaries, liaising
with shires, incorporating
recommendations from the 2004
Forest Management Plan,
upgrading tenures, incorporating
the old-growth forest policy in
maps and making sure all old-
growth forest patches were digitally
‘caught’ on maps caused long hours
and sleepless nights for some.

The team was Graham Hoare,
Craig Thurley and Geoff Banks
from the Information Management
Branch at Kensington; Geoff
Stoneman and Pat Collins from the
Sustainable Forest Management
Division; Jeanette Gilmour and
Sharon Colliss from the Crawley
office and Peter Sharp from the
Parks and Visitor Services
Division. Colleagues at the
Department of Land Information,
the Department for Planning and
Infrastructure and Parliamentary
Counsel’s Office were also
involved.

Geoff Stoneman said he and Pat
were involved in designing the
reserves, maximising the inclusion
of old-growth forest patches within
manageable boundaries.

He and Pat also worked with
mining companies to achieve
reserves that met the State
Government’s commitment to
conserving forests but minimised
any impact on existing mining
agreements. They created the initial
maps to give to the IMB, which
used the information to make more
detailed maps. Geoff, Graham and
Craig were responsible for sending
the maps to DLI.

Graham said he had been
working with tenure for a long
time, and on this project since the

start of 2004. He said the 29
national parks, and other reserves,
had been included in previous
forest management plans as
different tenures and had to be
included in the new reserve
system.

Sharon and Jeanette liaised with
the State Solicitor’s Office, sent
plans to all interest groups who
inspected the boundaries, and
liaised with Graham and his staff.

Executive Director Keiran
McNamara said the work involved
in finalising the parks and reserves
and preparing the three Bills—and
assisting their passage through the
Parliament—had been enormous.

“Many staff have made
important contributions... I
especially want to acknowledge
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those mentioned, and thank all staff ~ CALM s behind the scenes national parks team was (back row, left to right) Geoff Stoneman, Geoff Banks, Graham Hoare
and Craig Thurley and (front row, left to right) Jeanette Gilmour, Pat Collins and Sharon Colliss. Absent was Peter Sharp.

who have contributed to this major
achievement,” he said.
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2004 rangers’ conference

SIXTY CALM rangers attended
the CALM State Rangers’
Conference at the Point Walter
Conference Facility in November.
They heard presentations from
Environment Minister Judy
Edwards, interstate rangers,

—
i by Kath White
CALM’s Executive Director and
Directors, CALM section leaders,
officers and other rangers.

A diverse program reflected the

different facets of CALM rangers’
roles, including presentations about
integrated fire management, the
proposed Biodiversity Strategy,
recreation design, interpretation,
marine park management, native
title and joint management, the new

Healthy Parks Healthy. People
program, and national and
international rangering.

Guest rangers from Parks Victoria
and the Northern Territory Parks
and Wildlife Service gave national
and international perspectives on

ranger roles and opportunities.
Sessions were intertwined with

occupational health and safety

segments and the Ranger Olympics,

with the ‘Ranger Toilet Relay’ being
a highlight on the last day.

New faces were seen, friendships
renewed and camaraderie built.

The commitment by the
Executive Director and CALM
Directors to support and be involved .
in the conference was greatly
appreciated by the ranger
workforce.

The conference was also an
opportunity for rangers to expand
their professional development
within CALM and look to the future
management of protected areas.

State Government reveals world-class park for Ningaloo

ONE of the world’s largest fringing reefs will
be further protected with the extension of the
Ningaloo Marine Park to include the entire
290 km stretch of the coral reef system.

Premier Geoff Gallop and Environment
Minister Judy Edwards revealed the State
Government’s new park to protect the reef and
the future of tourism and fishing.

Dr Edwards said the Government had
allocated an extra $8.5 million over the next
four years for the management of the
expanded marine park.

The additional funding will include the
employment of six new CALM officers to
manage the park.

“This follows $5 million already committed

for scientific research and monitoring of the
reef and its ecosystems,” the Minister said.

Dr Edwards said the Government made the
decision after an exhaustive consultation
process, which received 5600 submissions
during the final three-month public
consultation period.

The Minister said extension of the marine
park would assist the State Government to
pursue World Heritage listing for Ningaloo,
following further public consultation in 2005.

Fisheries Minister Kim Chance said the
State Government had sought to balance the
various uses that would be permitted in the
park, particularly recreational fishing.

“Most of the extensions to the existing

sanctuary zones are to the seaward side of the
reef and in many instances the landward
boundaries have been placed 100 m offshore,
so that line fishing from the shore can
continue along 70 per cent of the park’s
coastline,” Mr Chance said.

Dr Gallop said Ningaloo was inhabited by a
variety of large marine animals such as whale
sharks, turtles and dugongs that were under
severe threat in other parts of the world.

“The reef is also habitat to more than 200
species of coral, 500 species of fish, dugongs
and threatened turtle species. It also is a
critical migratory path for whales.

“If we don’t protect the fragile natural
balance of this precious environment, we

threaten the life and fishing stock of one of
our State’s greatest attractions.”

Dr Gallop said that under the new park, the
existing boundary would be extended 60 km
south to Red Bluff. This would increase the
area of the park from 225,000 ha to around
264,000 ha.

“In response to independent scientific
advice, we will also increase the area of sanctu-
ary zones to 34 per cent of the park,” he said.

“This will ensure that we protect important
habitats of the reef, as well as future fishing
stocks at Ningaloo.”

The Premier said the new park was about
ensuring a sound, sustainable approach to
tourism and Ningaloo Reef.
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